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Ths ibllowing Remarks were written, immediately after the 
observations were made, of which they were intended to he 
the records^ and they possess at least the merit of originality 
and conciseness. Asfkras^me and occasion permitted^ I 
examined whatever peculiarities were of a nature to excite 
my attention, and I have cai'efuUy endeavoured to convey the 
exact impressions they produced, as if the remarks had been 
made immediately to some friend who might be amused with 
my sentiments or disposed to rely on my judgment, general- 
ly expressed in the fewest words, and involving no specula- 
tions that did not actually occur. Instead of, a heated and 
visionary series of exaggerations or quotations on afiairs of 
church and state, in which I mig^t have indulged as many 
preceding travellers have done, or afiecting to be wise at the 
expense of other men^s thoughts, I have preferred the simple 
task of describing only those things which I saw, as they may 
be seen by other persons in my situation, and have pretended 
to no opinions or judgments hut such as forced themselves 
upon me. 

The reader, therefore, who is willing to bear me company 
in this excursion will not object to he^n our acquaintance 
on the road ; to become a little accustomed to my gait and 
manner, and, perhaps, to feel a greater interest as he prose- 
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cntes a journey which be thus commences. If the scenes be 
not entirely new to him, be may at least be amused with my 
first impressions, and the similitude or diversify of my views 
and judgments, when compared with those of others. 

The first Collection of Pictures that appeared in the United* 
States was a consignment made to John Swanwick, an emi« 
nent merchant of Philadelphia, about the year 1786. My 
father, Charles W. Peale, then the only well known artist in 
the western world, was th^ first to build an exhibition room 
expressly for paintings. There the Italian pictures were de- 
posited, and displayed to a public but little prepared to ap- 
preciate them; for they were less disposed to admire some 
really exceUent memoranda of fine art than to cenSure th^ir 
deep shadowingis. It was probably this CoUectibn that in- 
spired me, though but a boy, with an unquenchable love of 
painting, as it made me first acquainted with the names of 
Italian artists, and excited a desire to visit Italy. 

Having studied the elements of the art unde^r my father, I , 
wait to England, on the return of peace in 18Q2, with the 
design of visiting France and Italy; but the renewal ef hos- 
tilities disappointed my purpose. I received, however, some 
advantages from the Royal Academy and the fri^dship of 
Mr. West, with whom my father had likewise^studied. 

In 1807 I again crossed the Atlantic, but, occupied in Pa. 
ris in painting the portraits of distinguished characters, I de- 
layed my departure for Italy, until repeated intelligence of 
the disturbed state of that country, and the return of many 
American travellers from its confines, rendered it imprudent 
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to proceed. Bat I enjoyed the almost daily contempIatioB 
of the great Gallery of the Louvre, ^hich Napoleon was en- 
riching with a selection of the cfufd^ceuvres of the old mas- 
ters, the spoils of Italy, Germany and Holland. 

On returning to America, I flattered mjrself that I could be 
contei^ted with what I had seen of European art, and the 
prospect of that which, waa arising in our own country, where 
the number of excellent artists, and the patronage of them, 
had much increased* But the greater attention which was 
now bestowed on this subject only served to revive my for- 
mer longings, and Italy, which was my reverie by day, be- 
came the torment of my dreams at night: I, therefore, re- 
turned to Paris in 1810, having made arrangements with my 
father to paint, in continuation for the Gallery of the Phila- 
delphia Museum, portraits of the most distinguished men of 
Europe. This occupation detained me so long in Paris, that 
I was induced not to expose my &mily to the horrors of ac- 
cumulating war, and General Armstrong, our lambas^ador, 
persuaded me to return with him to America. Hq coolly 
reasoned me into a belief that I would be contented with the 
general prosperity enjoyed in our peaceful country. But if 
the vast extension of our commerce and agriculture, the pro- 
lific establishment of successful manufactories, and the rapid 
growth of our cities, already in possession of the kno\^Iedge 
and luxuries of Europe; if these prospects were calculated 
to confirm a predilection for my native home, they could not 
allay the fever that still burned as in the ardour of my youth. 
The idea that my dreams of Italy were never to be realized, 
seemed to darken the cloud which hung over the prospect of 
death itself. 
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For a number of years the duties required by a laige &ini- 
ly forbade a separation from them. These, at length, per- 
mitted my Vfish to be gratified, especially as several gentlemen 
of New York and Boston liberally patronised my plan, and, as 
my only son evinced a disposition to study the profession of his 
father and grandfather. I may, therefore, well be pardoned for 
seeking tliis enjoyment at the age of fifty*one, particularly as 
I made it an essential point to select, for the employment of 
my pencil, some of the most excellent pictures of the great 
masters, which are preserved in Rome and Florence ; and 
the copies, which I have carefully made, I may without vani- 
ty consider as calculated to advance, among our artists and 
amateurs, a correct knowledge of the Fine Arts. 

In noticing the works of art, which always constitute the 
chief objects of curiosity to travellers in Italy, I have endea- 
voured to avoid the tediousness of catalogue quotations and 
the prejudices depending on names of authority, which 
would serve only to prolong injurious errors. But my re- 
marks are not confined to works of art, as I could not shut 
my eyes to the scenes among which I had to pass, being in- 
fluenced by a general curiosity, and a love of all truth, as 
well as of all good art. 

It is scarcely possible to visit Italy without catching a little 
of the enthusiasm which has inspired so many, by whom it 
has been already described; and some persons are unwilling 
to deny themselves that indulgence of their imaginations, 
which must influence them to associate the interesting inci- 
dents of past times, with the mouldering monuments that re- 
main, as confirmations of history. The researches of anti- 
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quarians ar^ not witboat their utility, though not much re- 
lished i^j the ordinary and unpretending traveller, whose 
purpose is to see tilings as they now are, and only to value 
them as they evince taste, talent, knowledge and power* If 
my views are found to he too restricted in these respects, at 
least I shall be excused for not pretending to do again what 
has been, by various travellers, so often well done, whether 
their views were directed by political, nigral, or antiquarian 
notions. I am contented to have made a few notes of th^ 
thing? which I saw as a transient observeri^and to otfer them, 
incomplete as they certainly are, to the indulgence of the 
candid reader, who may rely on llieir sincerity, as well aa oo 
their simplicity and general correctness* - 

I had taken with me to Italy my portrait of Washington, 
which represents him aa seen through a perforated screen of 
^ornamented stone work, beneath the Phidian head of Jupi- 
. ten . Unwilling to pay a duty on it at Naples, it was held 
a rigorous prisoner in the custom-house during my stay 
there, and was Uberated only after the exchange of consular 
petitions and state papers. It was better received at Rome, , 
where the arts are more respected, and, in my painting room^ 
procured me the advantage of an acquaintance with the 
most distinguished professors*. Here the descendants of the 
renowned champions of liberty beheld the Cincinnatus of 
America, first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of 
his countrymen. The more commercial city of Florence ex- 
acted a small duty, but ample recompense was made by its ex- 
hibition in the Royal Academy, where the grand duke. and his 
court, followed by the best informed of Florence, had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the features of him whom they called the libe- 
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ratorof Americau Having repassed through Paris unpacked, 
it was again opened in London, where it was seen with some 
interest bj several distinguished artists and other persons. But 
remaining here a short time, it was again committed to its 
package^ and fortunately has arrived with me uninjured to our 
home. I cannot withhold this anecdote of a portrait which is 
so well known to my countrymen. Washington himself, al- 
though he was very desirous of visiting Europe, had depied 
himself that gratification, governed by motives of the purest 
patriotism. Bom on Washington's birth day, I had in a mea- 
sure chosen him for my tutelar saint, and in my pilgrimage 
to Rome, I could not deny mysetf the pleasure of taking 
with me this memorial of that great and good man. Had I 
died in Rome, which was nearly the case, this picture, ac- 
cording to custom, placed over my coffin, would have borne 
evidence of the veneration which is felt by every American 
jfor the father of his country. 

Rembrandt Peale. 
Philadelphia, Jlpril Sth, 1831. 
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Pan we the lonp, unyaiTing ooune-Tthe track 

<^ trod, tliKt never leaves a trace behind; 
Paas we the calgi, the gale» the change^ the tack. 

And each well-known caprice of wave and wind$ 
Paaa we the jojs and sorrows sailcvs find, 

Cpop'd in their winged sea-girt citadel; 
The fool, the fair, the contnuy, the kind. 

As bireezet rise and iall, and billows swell. 
Till on some jocund mom— lo, land! and all is well 

araoir. 



Havre^ November 26, 1828. 

Ap'nex the comparfttire stillness of our existence on ship- 
board, the sudden entrance, with seveFal other ships, into 
a bustling harbour^ bringing the vessels to an anchor in a 
natrow channel; the visitation of the health and custom 
house officers; the operation of hauling through the massive 
gateway at high water into the capacious basin; the crowd 
and bustle on shore; the grotesque figures of the pilots, with 
woollen eaps aifd loose petticoat breeches; the womed and 
children in eaps of every kind, and the clattering of their 
wooden shoes; — all elicited the liveliest attention. 

Having engaged seats for Paris, to start early next morn- 
ing, tiie first business was to pass our trunks through the 
custom house examination, which was polite, and without 
any scrutiny, with only the inconvenience of waiting, amidst 
piles of baggage and groups of anxious passengers, the arri- 
val of the officer, and our turns for inspection. We then 

2 
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10 MOTXS ON ITALY. 

deposited our pa89ports at the police office, and.obtuned 
each a proyisiooary one to Paris. The rest of the time 
was .employed in taking a hasty view of this old town^^of 
which the most singular features we're the massive fortifica- 
tions and double ditch, or canal, filled with water, to proteet 
it on the land side. Beautiful rows of trees cover the whole 
extent of the elevated bulwarks, which would form delight- 
ful promenades if they were kept clean. Prom these walks 
ypu look round on a well-cultivated country, and a hill rising 
from the city gate, covered with houses and numerous coun- 
try seats. \ 

The market place is filled with stalls loaded with the 
finest fruit and vegetables, and gay with the flowers of aU- 
tumn. The streets,- without foot pavements, and muddy, 
are alive with a healthy and rosy plopulatiph, clinking along 
on their wooden shoes, talking loud and laughing amidst the 
screaming of numerous parrots, whose cages are hung out 
at the shop doors and upper windows. Very few coaches 
or carts, are seen, and most of the porterage is performed on 
jack^asses, or hymen and women withiiand carts, on which 
they carry enormous loads, — many of the streets being so 
narrow as not to admit of any other conveyance. At one 
of the public fountains I counted fifteen washerwomen in 
a row, with benches upon which they rub the clothe^, 
and pound them with wooden bats. 

We left Havre before day light, and therefore for some 
hours did not know the construction of our vehicle, in 
whicli, however, we were comfortably seated. At day-light 
it was found to consist of a coach of large dimensions, one 
>of smaller size behind it, and another in front with side and 
front glasses, on the top of which was a sort of gig or chaise; 
the aggregated mass capable of containing about twenty-one 
passengers. All the baggage and much merchandise was 
on the top, surrounded by an iron railing, and covered with 
painted linen, under the especial charge of a person called 
the conductor, who gets to his lofty seat by mounting on 
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NOTES 09 ITAIiT. 11 

projecting irons at the left side of the carriage^ assisted by 
a leathern strap-^— a manoeuvre which he performs with great 
dexterity, even when the coach is in motion. • 

The whole route between Havre and Rouen was interest- 
ing to us, chiefly by the singular and varied appearance of 
Hie huts of thepeasantry. They are of all sizes and shapes, 
and thatched with straw, which is mostly green with moss« 
Some of the best of these habitations were surrounded with 
an embankment^ planted with close^set and tall trees, form* 
ing a live &nce^ which often enclosed the dwelling, out- 
houses, and hay -stacks. * 

Although it was the latter part of November^ the fields 
presented the appearance of springs the grass and many 
plants were green along the road side; and gardens, withoiit 
fences or hedges, were filled with cabbages, lettuce, and 
flowers. 

' On approaching Rouen, a magnificent scene suddenly 
opened upon us. At a great distance below lay an exten- 
sive city in a verdapt valley. The river Seine, studded 
with numerous islands, winding to a great extent, and the 
etiy rising on part of the hill, which, on the opposite side, 
corresponded, with that from which we were about to de- 
scend *by means of a beautiful road, winding circuitously to 
lessen the steepness of the descent. After this we rattled 
through many streets filled with manufactories, which seem 
to constitute the wealth of the place, and as night came over 
us we entered the city, whose narrow streets, in imitation 
of the fashion and splendour of the metropolis, were bright 
with illuminated shops. 

Deposited in the court yard where the stages stop, with- 
out any one to attend us, or any means of discovering 
where we should procure a dinner, we had to choose for 
ourselves one of the many cards which were eagerly thrust 
into our hands by the boys of the various hotels, each as- 
serted to be the best. Through several miry streets we 
were hurried on to the Hotel de PEurope^ and arrived just 
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19 NOTES ON ITALY. 

in time to sit down to the table iPMe, or orflinMy, frith 
all its ceremony and succession of dishes, which so con-* 
sumed our time, that we had to leave the. dessert and hurry 
back to our diligence, or berline, as it waa called. Here 
we were told, that the coach had smarted without us; and 
the porters of the hotel where we had eateu, together with 
th^ people of the office, commenced a post yociferous up*, 
roar,^ crying out to each other to run after the. coach, bb the 
gentlemen had paid for their seats to Paris; hut, before they 
eould decide which street to take, or who should go, it was 
discovered to be all a mistake, our coach standing quietly 
in a dark oortier, whilst the postilion had gone for his horses. 
These little incidents are only worth mentioning, as they 
show that travellers in Europo frequently suffer more ne« 
g^eet and inattention than are experienced in America* 

Scarcely bad we driven out of town, when the conduit* 
tor requested us to get out and walk in the dark^ without 
informing us of the muddy condition of the road, occasioned 
by a recent shower. But our labour in trudging through 
the mire up the circuitous road, which soon rose high above, 
without leading us far from the city, was amply compeQr^ 
sated by the prbspect which, by the light of the stars and 
the illumination of the toWn itself, was presented to. our 
sight, as we frequently stopped and turned round to look 
down on the habitations of the living below. In summer 
and in sunshine it must be an enchanting scene. Of the 
rest of the way we could see nothing*-»riding all night, 
dozingy waking, and suffering, till day-light brought us to 
the vicinity of Paris. 

Already at Neuilly, we had a foretaste of its magnificence, 
by the style of building in houses and bridges, and the 
breadth of the main road, with its double row of great trees 
on eachfside. But when we passed Napoleon^s triumphal 
arch, and the elegant gateway into Paris, my fellow passen- 
gers, none of whom had ever been there, could scarcely 
find terms to express their astonishment and delight. 
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I parted with them in the spacious court yard of the di- 
Ugences^ yielded to a porter's solicitations to go to the Ho* 
tel de Lille, and afterwards took a stroll to the magnifi* 
cent palace of the Duke of Orleans. Passing through his 
court yaurd, J entered the extensive arcades which surround 
the garden of the Palais Royal, and again gazed with won* 
der at the mfttchless circuit of shops^ where every thii^gide- 
ganty eonveni^t, or curious may be procured, aad visiters 
aad purchasers of ^U nations may be seen jostling tog9ther< 
Passing out at the farther end, through the Rue Vivienne^ 
rl<Mi in stores, and the covered Passage des Pa^oramesy 
li&ed with little shops for the especial temptation of travetf 
lersyinto the spaeious and eKtensiveJBoutevards, where. no-* 
ble trees, elegant palaces, rich equipages, and amusemeptft 
and business of every description, give a character ^nd 
interest quite peculiar and really fascinating. I walked on 
to the Place Vendome, where still stands the superb column 
of brass erected to the military glory of Napoleon, though 
divested of its statue^ which represented him holding the 
g^be in his hapd; and thence, to the great open square 
where the unfprtqnate Louis was beheaded, and where now 
a atatue is erecting to his memory* 

Here are seen, around the palace-like edifices, called tho 
Gardes Meubles, the beautifuji stone bridge, recently orna-i 
mented with colossal statues of distinguished Frenchmen;, 
the delightful plantation of woods called the Elysian Fields;. 
SAd the beautiful garden of the Palace of the Tuilleries^ 
whose smooth and spacious walks, close-set and towering 
trees, fountains and basins of water with graceful swansj 
pvofuaioa of statuary, and parterres gay with the flpwers of 
the season, are deservedly the boast of the Parisians* 
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Paris f November 39* 

Oh, but this Paris is a muddy world! at least at this sea* 
son, and for those who hunt for places they know not how 
to direct a coachman to. Well may the inhabitants delight 
in the comforts and magnificence of their interiors, and 
glory in the grandeur of their public works; and much does 
it need tile -charms of social intercourse, the song, the dance, 
and, above all, the fine arts, as a recompense for such en* 
durance* 

With difficulty the banker's residence is ascertained-^ 
No. 14, Bfie du Sentier Montmartre. The drirers of 
the cabriolets know all the streets. The cabriolets are a 
kmd of chaise or gig, have better horses than the ordinary 
hacks, and therefore go faster; the driver sits on the seat 
with you, and you confer with him, mount and dismount' 
with great facility. I jump into one which conducts me 
to No. 14. — No such person th^re as Hottinguer. Does- 
he live ia this neighbourhood? The porter knows no 
one of the name. We drive to No. 14, Boulevard Mont^ 
matrey and find it an unfinished house. At length a book* 
seller suggests the idea of an almanac, in which we find 
Hottinguer & Co., No. 20 Eue du Sentier. Agisiin to 
die street, and three doors from No. 14 lives M. Hottin- 
guer. My draft is presented, but it must be stamped; 
and I am directed to the public office, about half a mile 
ofil Arrived, I wait my turn to be served, and after pay- 
ing a duty to the government for the registry, return to 
the banker, who receives my bill, and will account with me 
next week. ' Thus commence the embarrassments to which 
strangers are subject in a great city. 

Now to the Louvre. Seventeen years ago I had seen it 
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BB established by the munificence of Napoleon, making Hoi* 
land, Grermany, and Italy tributary to it His bust no long- 
er appears over the door of entrance,— 'that of Louis XYUI. 
has taken its place; and the gallery, although deprived of the 
chef d^oBuyres of Raphael, Domenicfhino, and others^ has 
lost none of its general beauty, and still retains some of its 
most precious objects; while the Luxembourg gallery has 
yielded its treasures from the pencils of Rubens and Yernet 
to fill. the vacancies occasioned by the restitution of those 
works of art, which were deemed too sacred to remain as the 
trophies of war. 

I cannot help thinking, as at my former visit to the Lou- 
vre, that Davld^a picture of the Sabines merited the great d^ 
eennial prize of ten thousand crowns, rather than the scene 
of the Deluge, by Girodet, which obtained it, much to the 
chagrin of David. It must have been the boldness, not to 
call it extravagance, of the conception which influenced tibe 
board of artists who awarded the prize. In the same man- 
ner is extravagance in acting preferred to that which is natu- 
^ and chaste; what seerns is praised beyond what really is 
difficult, that is, to be exactly true to nature and just ex- 
pressicm. . Girodet's colouring is better than David's, which 
is much too cold; but the admiration of Girodet's novelty is 
passing away, and the productions of David are more and 
more esteemed for their classic beauty^ 

Few of the works of Raphael remaining in the gallery 
are worthy his great name; but two or three of Titian's 
possess the richness and mastery of his pencil, as we are 
taught to conceive it; and none of Davinci's exhibit any other 
qualities to distinguish them than a high finish, darkness, 
and a wretched expression of countenance. Yet still this 
noble gallery, a quarter of a mile in extent, contains some of 
the richest treasures of art from the Italian, Flemish, and 
French schools. . 

In the hall of the statues the Apollo Belvedere has 
left his throne to Diana a la biche; and you look round 
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without finding die glorious group of the Laocoon! Beau** 
tiful statae09 however, surround the walls, and numerous 
additiotial apartments of surpassing splendour swarm with 
a marble population, that will require many miare visits be- 
fore I can feel 9s if I were sufficiently acquainted with them. 
The eye and the imagination are overwhelmed with the 
vast display, and acknowledge the influence of the colossal 
power, which could create such a spot — could thus assemble 
the monuments of so much genius and art, and render such 
homage to the talents of one class of men. 

This whole series of halls is indeed in a style of mag- 
nificenee surpassing any conception I could have formed 
as to what may be effected in a basement l|tory by archi- 
tectural skill, by means of columns, pilasters, arches, walls 
of marble and porphery, carved and painted ceilings, pan- 
nels of basso relievo, pedestals, statues, vases, candelabra, 
sphinxes, busts and mosaics. It possesses some of the most 
esteemed Btatues: the fighting gladiator, Grermanicus, Cin- 
cinnatus^ the Venus Victrix, &c. 

In another quarter of the city the Museum of Arts and 
Tradesman immense display of machines, models, and ma- 
tiuiPactured articles— occupies the large halls, extensive cor- 
ridors, and numerous chambers of an ancient monastery, 
together with some' additional buildings, into which you 
ascend by a noble stone stairway. Here may be seen eve- 
ry variety of ploughs, rakes, and harrows; wheelbarrows, 
eartS) and wagons; coffee-mills, and grist-mills; carding, spin- 
ning, and weaving machines, — ^in short, all the models for 
which patent rights are granted by the government, as well 
as those which have been executed to show the state of ma- 
nufactures in France and other countries* This valuable, 
interesting, and instructive institution is open, two or three 
days in the week, to the public without charge. 

From the gate of St Martin, we pursued our way on 
ti]9toe, which is the method practised by the experienced 
Paiisiant to avoid throwing up4he mud behind them, the 
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whole length of one long street, which terminated at the 
river side and near to the cathedral of Notre Dame; whose 
old and grotesque carvings, turrets and painted windows, 
were deserving of more attention than our time now per- 
mitted. The front, with its square towers, which are truly 
towering, being 200 feet high, appears more modern than 
the trussed body of the Gothic edifice. The grand cen- 
tral doorway, large enough for a castle-loaded elephant to 
enter, was closed. I had seen it open in 1810, to receive 
Napoleon in his coronation robes, under a canopy of gold 
and velvet, borne by marshals of the empire, and accom- 
panied by tributary kings. A side door led us into its grand 
but simple interior. A walk through its centre, under the 
lofty roof, around the aisles and behind the altar, amidst a 
multitude of pious women, <;ould not but inspire respeet 
and awful admiration. 

In our walk thence towards the Garden of Plants, we ob- 
served numbers of people gazing at some workmen, who, 
though it was Sunday, were finishing a new bridge across 
the Seine, suspended by wires, which were elevated mid- 
way by passing over a .handsome stone archway erected on 
a pier foundation in the centre of the river. 

It was late before we reached the Garden of Plants; and 
as the air was cool, most of the wild beasts were shut up 
from sight; but the garden was gay with flowers and herb- 
age and every species of evergreen — especially the little 
mounts, covered with trees and shubbery. Again I passed 
under the magnificent and venerable cedar of Lebanon, in 
whose great age the additional growth of seventeen years 
could not be perceived. From the brazen temple on the 
top of the mount, Paris was hid in all its distant parts by 
a hazy atmosphere, which only permitted the elegant dome 
of St. Genevieve and a few other, Aprominent objects to be 
seen. I have been there when the whole city on one side 
and a highly cultivated country on the other, lighted by an 
evening sun, formed a brilliant panorama, 

3 
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A dinner at one of the most frequented restaurateurs 
in the Palais Royal is quite an interesting scene to a 
stranger. A splendid range of apartments, open into each 
other between columns; the walls are adorned with mir* 
rors and lighted by gas lamps suspended from the ceilings> 
and the floors are covered with neat tables of various si^es, 
to accommodate three hundred persons at once, in parties 
from two to twenty at a table. As usual, in such places, 
two female deities, selected for their beauty and elegantly 
dressed, preside at a throne-like counter, to make out bills 
and receive pay; whilst the master assists his numerous 
waiters in serving the company with whatever articles, may 
be selected from an extensive bill of fare — ^from the most 
simple and cheap to the most refined and costly dishes— « 
and wines from twenty sous the bottle to Tokay at forty- 
eight francs. Here may the bachelor economise without 
being solitary, and the Epicure and the Gourmand iudulge 
their palates and appetites with the utmost refinement and 
abundance of cookery. 

The Pasage ties Panoramas, contrived and in part exe- 
euted by the American Fulton, to open a short cut into 
the Boulevards, was the first of this species of shops en*^ 
closed from the weather and lighted by sky-lights. They 
are now numerous in various parts of Paris. That of the 
Gallerie Vivienne, near the Palais Royal, is of surpassing 
splendour from the style of its architecture;* — ^its illumina- 
tion at night and the beauty, richness, and value of tbe ob- 
jects which are exposed for sale. The gallery consists of 
two passages, which run from two streets at right angles^ 
uniting in a spacious rotunda, with shops all round, having 
in the centre colossal and richly carved and bronzed Can- 
delabra, bearing a number of great globes of light, like a 
constellation of moons, ^ach being a large globe pf ground 
glass, surrounding an Argand or patent lamp. At the base 
of the Candelabra, in the evening, six Italians, two women 
and four men, with rich and well according voices, and 
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their violins, guitars and bass yiols, e:i^ec\xie a delightful' 
piece of music, during which a fyw sous are collected. The 
crowd is then suffered to disperse and another soon assem- ^ 
bles, to whom the box again goes round. Musip so cheap 
and so excellent cannot but give, even to the common peo* 
pie, a taste for its enjoyment 

For many yeara a temporary gallery of patched up shops^ 
or rather stalls, connected the two sides of the Palais Royal 
at one end. These have been removed, and a most splendid 
gallery of stone, in the finest style of architecture, is now 
built in its place, whioh, though not quite finished nor yet 
occupied by ahops, was just at this time opened to the pub- 
lic, splendidly lighted with gas lamps, having large globu* 
lar cut and ground glasses, — ^the whole of its wide and ex- 
tensive roof being glass, composed of 2260 large panes* 
The bases of all the windows and doors are of polished 
brass, as well as the sashes, with intermediate pannels of 
large mirrors. When filled with rich merchandise and ad- 
ditionally lighted in the stores, it will make a princely show 
and delightful promenade. 

The new bank, exchange, and tribunal of commerce, is 
Qn. extensive and magnificent quadrangular structure, en- 
tirely surrounded by columns with a flight of steps the 
whole breadth of the building. For the erection of this 
edifice, which now stands in the centre oi a spacious open 
square, a number of houses have been removed and seve- 
ral streets obliterated. Strangers are admitted into an im- 
mense gallery surrounding the vast central hall or exchange, 
into which, between columns, you look down; or up to the 
sky-lighted ceiling, which scarcely rises above the cornice. 
It is cTrnamented with sixteen paintings in imitation of 
sculpture in basso relievo, so excellent as to produce a per- 
fect illusion in the midst of the greatest profusion of rcisl 
ornamental carving. One of the galleries at the side has 
a double range of twenty columns through its centre and a 
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grand stooe stair-way rising to it. The whole is warmed 
by hidden furnaces^ to a summer temperature. 

The allegorical paintings representing the life of Mary 
de Medecis, executed by Rubens for the Luxembourg gal- 
leryi and the series of seaports by Yernet being removed 
to the Louvre, the galleries of the Luxembourg palace 
are filled with the works of living artists of the French 
school, and contain some splendid, but perhaps rather too 
splendid productions: — especially Guerin's picture of Cain 
after the death of Abel, and of uSneas recounting to Dido 
the misfortunes of the city of Troy; and Horace Vernet's 
massacre of the Mamelukes in the castle of Cairo; but es* 
pecially his rich and highly finished piece of the battle of 
Toloza between the Spaniards and Moors. Several beau- 
tiful statues decorate the halls. 

The celebrity of the music and the dancing of the grand 
opera, renders it necessary to visit that immense temple of 
gaiety. Its style of architecture is imposing and its carved 
ornaments and fluted columns are all gik. About a hun- 
dred musicians fill the air, curdlo the blood and overwhelm 
the imagination with their stupendous utterance. Excel- 
lent as the music is, there is too much of it, without a mo- 
ment's pause during each act The air should he permitted 
to enjoy some calm, some njoments of rest, — but mudical 
composers are impatient of applause, and dread the imputa- 
tion of want of fluency. It is the same with the dancing-^ 
it is too continuous, and the difficult is applauded more than 
the beautiful. 

Among the few churches which I have visited, two, after 
the great cathedral of Notre Dame, are most worthy of no- 
tice — ^those of St Grenevieve and St Sulpice Of the last 
mentioned, the front consists of two high towers connected 
by two stories or ranges of magnificent and massive fluted 
columns, which it is impossible to contemplate without an 
emotion that belongs to sublimity. The interior is vast. 
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simple and beautiful ;> decorated as usual with many paint, 
ings and statues; but what is most worthy of notice is the 
sculpture and stucco which decorate the altar behind the 
grand altar. Above and behind it is an alcove^ with a hide- 
den sky-light, to illuminate a beautiful statue of the Holy 
Virgin standing on a large globe, and surrounded with 
clouds and cherubs which fill the whole alcove and termi- 
nate among the columns on the altar. The alcove itself is 
supported by groups olf rich columns. On turning your 
back to this alcove, standing on its steps and looking upon 
the great altar, the body of the church and its aisles in per- 
spective is one of the most beautiful I have seen, from the 
combined effect of^ a small domed sky-light, the lofty cir^ 
cular arcades, and the extensive straight ones that skirtthe 
body of the church, which is itself terminated- by an im- 
mense organ decorated with numerous statues. 

This beautiful church of St. Genevieve , during the revo- 
lutionary ferment was appropriated to the tombs of distin- 
guished men and was called the Pantheon. It is now rer 
stored to the purposes of religion. It may be called the 
church of columns; besides those of the portiep, the cupo- 
la has tbirtyi-three around it above the roof, and the inside 
of the church in every part is filled with them, — ^support- 
ing a great variety of light arches, galleries and cornices. 
The magnificent domQ consists of three cupolas^ one within 
the other, all built of stone, the lower one with a central 
opening, through which you look up to the splendid ceiling 
painted by Le Gros on a surface of more than 3000 square 
feet; Between this and the outer cupola are four beautiful 
stair cases which lead to the top of the dome; from which 
you have a n^ost interesting view of Paris, at an elevation 
of three hundred feet from the. base, which is itself on very 
high ground. 

Situated where it is, in the old part of the city, and sur- 
rounded by ordinary buildings, the front of the Hotel de 
Ville, with its highly ornamented gilt iron gate-way and 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 NOTES ON ITALY. 

loftysteps, is worthy of notice. The great hall is celebrated 
for its 812:69 the roof being supported by columns in the 
centre, which divide it into two parts. Of a sentinel, 
who was on guard in this hall, I asked what was the name 
of the building, but he could not inform me, never having 
cared to learn. 

In crossing the Pont Neuf, the bridge Vhich is the most 
frequented thorough-fare connecting the island of the an- 
cient city, at its lower point, with each side of the river, I 
beheld the same appearances as when I had last seen it, se- 
venteen ye^s before. The same shopkeepers seemed to 
occupy its niches with their nicknackeries, the same boot 
cleaners, calling themselves artists, and the same dog-shear- 
ers, with their cages of little lap-dogs and cats for sale, ap- 
peared to be occupied at the edges of the curbstones. It is 
true I did not precisely recollect their faces, and those of 
seventeen 'years of age would certainly have puzzled me, 
but I felt as if I had seen them only a few months past, — 
jret, the greater part of them had passed away, and another 
generation was now before me! One improvement had 
taken place:— At one side of the centre, on the point of 
the I^le, the P/acc, whose deep and solid foundation was 
built by Napoleon, was now finished; but, instead of bear- 
ing a high granite obelisk, an equestrian statue in bronze 
of Henry IV. has been erected to commemorate the legi- 
timacy of the reignihg dynasty. The floating baths to 
which ]rou descend from the bridge by commodious stairs, 
descending to the base of this enortnous foundation, and 
through a beautiful garden on the pbiot of the Isle, wiEsrc 
somewhat increased in size, splendour and Commodious ar- 
rangement; aind the number of similar establishments was 
augmented and intermingled, as usual, with towering piles 
of charcoal in large flat-bottomed boats, and loiig ranges of 
floating conveniences for washing and drying large quanti- 
ties of cloths. 
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Notwithstanding the m^ny attractions and th« ntimber of 
objects that deserved attention, the lateness of the season 
prevented my longer stay, and compelled me to defer all 
farther examination till my return from Italy, to which I . 
was anxious to hasten. I therefore passed through the oe- 
remooies which are i^equired atthe police office before you 
can leave Paris, and engaged a^ passage for Marseilles by tiie 
way of Lyons. 



Awakened before day and eonducted through the desert- 
ed streets to a. distant court yard, from which dil^enpes 
depart for sdl parts of France, we took our seats in one be- 
longing to the establishment of Jkifitte ^ Co.^ and eom- 
menced our journey to Lyons* This coach was marked 
86: the number employed by their contractors with the re- 
quisite horses and postilions must be great 

The days being short and cloudy, afforded us little enjoy- 
ment or subject for remark, except that the villages through 
which we passed ^re ill looking ^nd dirty; although many 
at a distance from the road seemed to be, and might have 
been more pleasant It was not until we entered Burgun- 
dy that we saw any vineyards;-— at first only young plan- 
tations, — ^but, as we advanced to the hilly country surtround- 
ing the rivers which carry their waiters to the Mediterra^ 
nean, they were of larger growth and better arran^gement; 
the tops of. every double row of vines being tied together 
in arches about four feet high. The habitations of the pea- 
santry, likewise, indicating a better style of living, though 
far removed from the comfort and cleanliness to which we 
are accustomed. It is a matter of continual surprise to an 
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American how so vast a population, in so rich and beauti- 
ful a country, can bear to live unnecessarily in the midst 
of mud. The country was in the highest state of cultiya- 
. tion, and exhibited in December the appearance of Spring, 
by various fields of greens, especially a kind of tutnip, from 
the seeds of which we were informed, is made an oil for 
bm'ning in lamps. 

On arriving at a dirty little village> which was as gay as 
they could make it in celebrating their patron, St Antho- 
ny, we were struck with the grandeur of the hills, and chose 
to walk up the winding road. This, during a course of 
about three miles, every moment brought to view, with in- 
creasing beauty, a magnificent display of mountain and val- 
ley,' rocks, villages and plantations, surpassing anything 
we had ever seen. 

A cold wind, drizzling atmosphere and long dark nights, 
prevented our seeing a great part of the country between 
this and Lyon$, into which city weratUed at three o^clock 
in the morning, 'f he conductor having deposited us and 
our trunks at the stage office, where nobody ciared what 
might become of us, we found our way to a hotel some dis- 
tance ofi*, and enjoyed* the comfort of a bed to stretch out 
our swollen legs, after the confinement of four days and 
nearly four nights in the diligence. 



Lyons J December lOtL 

We attempted to wsdk on the quays, but the excess of 
mud rendered it a walk of no pleasure. The broad and 
muddy stream flowed through the arches of the bridge 
like a mighty mill race; and is so rapid that mills along the 
shore are worked by floating wheels which are turned by 
the current. These and boats loaded with charcoal and 
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washerwomeRy as at Paris^ lined the shore. The Harrow 
streets of Lyons are paved with pebbles, which are painftil 
to the feet, there being no footways, and at this season so 
very muddy as to exqite surprise that any one who could 
afford to get away should consent to live here. But we 
are told that summer amplycompensates them. 

The old cathedral is an interesting building, rich in win- 
dows of stained glass, and possessing some good pictures 
without frames and an excellent animated statue of St 
John. 

Time^did not permit us to visit the rooms devoted to 
natural hilitory, but we enjoyed a treat in the great hall 
or gallery of pictures, in the same building. This is aa 
inimense edifice^ constructed in the tune of Louis XIV. - 
where a small number of choice. Nuns, thirteen qr four- 
teen, lived like queens in a palace. The conductor directed 
our attention to a number of beautiful pictures, the work of 
Lyonese artists. Some of exquisite mature and finish by 
JBiardf equally good in composition, drawing, expressions 
and colouring; some pieces of great beauty by a native ar* 
tist nahied Bonfotid^ now at Rome— one hj Drtland^ re- 
presenting eleven artists of Lyons, all habited and occu- 
pied as on a sketching excursion^ with.cattle, &c. and a 
beautiful piece, representing Tasso receiving a visit from 
Montaigne, with a splendid effect of stair, case, down which 
the light streams. The only work in silk which we saw 
in Lyons was in this picture gallery. It is the will of 
Louis XYI. — a beautiful imitation of letter press, and was 
entirely executed in the loom« Each' specimen, (one is 
disposed to say impression,) costs about two hundred francs; 
th$ machinery to produce it, 12,000. Hete are some ex- 
cellent specimens of Mosaic pavements; a vast quantity of 
curious and beautiful antiquities; a Last Supper by Jouvj^- 
net; and a rich and vigorous picture by Rubens, of the ado- 
ration of the Wise Men. The statues in bronze at the Ho- 
tel de Ville, representing the Rhone and the Saone, are 

4 
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great pieces of work; some parts of which are good^ but 
too heavy. 

The large open square called the place of Louis XV. 
with its beautiful bronze statue, is worthy of especial ad- 
miration. The horse struck me as being more elegant, spi- 
rited and natural, than any I had seen in Paris. It is the 
production of a native artist 

In the nfternoon we made a random effort to get on one 
of the eminences which rise out of the city, themselves 
mostly covered with houses, and were fortunate in find- 
ing our way up a steep and singular street of steps, con- 
sisting of great blocks of stone; afterwards winding its 
course between garden walls and solitary places; till it led 
us to the burial ground of the city. Here we might have 
speiit a pleasant and profitable afternoon, had the walk/s 
been dried by a summer sun. Some of the tombs are ele- 
gant and costly specimens of architecture and sculpture. 
Many wefe decorated with garlands of fresh flowers and 
evergreens, others with vases of artificial flowers in glass 
cases. 

From a spot still more elevated, the city below, the two 
rivers uniting, the distant mountains, the bridges and the 
heights around us, formed a spectacle of surpassing beauty 
and grandeur, and made us wish for the decoration which 
summer must spread over them. From this elevation, 
Mont Blanc and a Ipng range of the Alps, distant about 
one hundred and forty miles, exhibited an effect of aerial 
persective, intermingling with the clouds and illuminated 
by the setting suii, such as I had never seen and could not 
have imagined. 

Descending by the step-formed narrow streets which led 
into the busy parts of the city, every house, up to its fifth 
story, sent out the echoes of the shuttle, rattling through 
many an old window, the glass of which was replaced with 
paper. 
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December IIM. 

LuAviNO Lyons two hours before daylight, and travelling 
.the whole of the two following nights, left us little to see 
during the short period of daylight We possibly might 
have^ passed through some decent villages in the night time, 
but none of those which we saw exhibited any signs of 
cleanliness or beauty till we approached Marseilles. 

From Juydns we continued a long way on the border of 
the rapid Rhone, upon which we saw but one Vessel, whrlst 
the road presented a constant succession of wagons. Such 
a stream in America, between two. great cities,- would be 
covered with steam-boats. It is contemplated to establish 
otie here. The road, as we advanced to the south, passed 
through more abundant vineyards and the verdure of the 
fields was more extensive; almost the whole course being 
through a valley bounded on ^a)ch side by high mountains, 
some miles distant We remarked along the road, vast or- 
chards of mulberry trees, for th€ support t)f silk worms; 
tributary to the great manufactories of silk at Lyons. 

On reaching Avignon, its ancient and noble wall, with 
its alcove cornice, parapets; towers, buttresses and gate- 
ways, produced a. lively impression on us, being the first 
objects of the kiiid which we have seen| but it was nearly 
dark as- we entered the gateway, advancing only a few paces 
to ati iim where we took a hasty mekl, without a minute to 
look farther into this ancient residence of the popes, and 
returning as we went, we could, by the light of a young 
moon, merely again see the wall around which we drove, 
amidst a fine public promenade near the river; 

I wassomewhat amused in passiing through the village of 
Fienne before reaching Orange^ and on our way to Avignoui 
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in listening to the entbusiastic recitals of aa antiquarian^ 
who was in the diligence with us, of the vast number of Ro- 
man antiquities which had been dug up in the fields here- 
abouts; coinsi medals^ vases, statues, columns: — pointing 
out to us where there had been ail aqueduct, fragments of 
antique walls incorporated with modern buildings, and an 
old ruined bridge of unquestioned Roman workmanship. 
He had^ however, by judicious purchases and fortunate sales, 
imide a considerable profit by means of these relics; and 
was. probably sincere in his respect for them. A plain 
ploughed field particularly delighted him, as, many antiqui- 
ties had been found: there, and he had no doiibt it was^stili 
rich below its surface, with precious remains, totally disre- 
garded by the peasants who trod over it, as well as by its 
incurious owner. < 

At the. entrance of Orange our attention was invited to 
a beautifully proportioned Triumphal Arch, left by the 
Romans, and a good deal injured by time; yet now under- 
going an entire repair, by the restoration of* new columns, 
and portions of the cornice, and scraping all the old parts. 
This meddling with the sacred remains of antiquity was 
quite offensive to the antiquarian taste of my stage oompa- 
Dion, who preferred to see them, dark ,and moss covered, 
with all the picturesqire dilapidations of time. We saw 
nothing else in Orange but the remains of some old walls 
and towers to indicate^ this favourite residence of the an- 
cient Romans. 

The vineyards now appeared of larger growth, and plan- 
tations of olive trees.covered the sjimmits and sides of the 
hillsr-willpw t]%es, poplars, and even the elm, showed a 
large remnant of their, summer clothing — the grass was 
green and long at the sides of the roads, and the., gardens 
and ditches were gay with flowers. A ^vintry wind, which 
had chilled us after leaving Lyons, had died away>-^and 
before we saw Marseilles, we were in a new atmosphere. 
ThiB roo£B of the houses were flatter in their xion8truction» 
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as we were leaving the regions of snow; and the costume 
of the women^ showed that we Were getting among ano- 
ther people. To the caps, which were common after leav- 
ing Paris, was added a small article of black silk, in size 
and shape resembling a breakfast plate, stuck on the top 
of the head. In the immediate vicinity of Marseilles, the 
women appeared in black hats, with small round crowns 
and broad rims. ' ■■ ^ ' 

As we approached Marseilles, the buildings to accommo- . 
date the farmers were more respectable and comfortable, 
and more frequently to be seen on the lands which were 
cultivated. Hitherto we had ip general found the cultiva- 
tors collected together in villages which were disgustingly 
filthy. 

, Throughout the whole route we remarked quantities of 
Lombardy poplars, planted very close together in rows &o 
as to form hedges, having the, branches cut off at both sides 
and growing to their fall height ' 

The elevated ground we had gradually been attaining, 
at the distance of five miles from Marseilles, brought us 
suddenly in sight of the city, which, from its aisse, and the 
qu&ntity of country residences; spreading to the bases of 
the rocky mountains, that surround it to the north, and 
east, was itself very beautiful; but as the morning mist, 
which had left the land, was just at that moment rising 
from the water, ;the Mediterranean sea, now for the first 
time seen, after thirty-five year* of desire, produced a sin- 
gular sensation of pleasure; the more so, as it appeared in 
its proper character, calm and brilliant under a mild at- 
mosphere and softiilue sky, with light and stationary clouds. 
The groves of olive trees were more abundant and of larger 
growth, aiid rows of cypress and cedar added to the sem- 
blance of summer. 
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From the time we arrived at Itavre, the atmosphere had 
been constantly damp and the road muddy; but ad we ap- 
proached the Mediterranean, all was dry, the sky serene, 
and the sun comfortably warm. 



Marseilles^ Dec. 13th. ^ 

FftOM the high grounds which give you the first sight of 
Marseilles, the postillion seems disposed to compensate for 
past sibwness by an exhilarating speed down a fine road 
which leads to a magnificent arch of gray stone, erected to 
celebrate some royal visit, and now finishing as the grand 
entrance to the city. It is in the style of the ancient Ro- 
man triumphal arches^ and is richly ornamented. This 
soon conducts you to the best portion of the city, where 
the streets are wide, strafght^ and well paved with flat 
stones, the houses handsome, and the numerous public 
walks ornamented with columns, fountains, and rows of 
lofty spreading elms. 

These modern improvements contrast \Videly with the 
older parts of the city, whose narrow^ crooked and muddy 
streets you can scarcely believe could. ever have been in- 
habited by people of the best taste and greatest opulence; 
but that you are convinced it was so, from the costly style 
of those ancient residences, now prostituted to the uses of 
the lowest dregs of the people.' — ^The streets are generally 
furnished with side walks, which, however, are usually 
paved with rough blocks of stone3; but in most parts the 
iniddle of the streets is preferred to walk in from being 
more worn, and therefore more even, and from the little 
interruption occasioned by few carriages. 
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To obtain a general idea of the situation of the city, 
strangers are recommended to an old fortress on the sum- 
mit of a mountain of white rock or marble, which rises 
out of the city towards the sea* The view from this spot 
is of great extent and grandeur, showing the Mediterra- 
nean to the west ai^d south, smooth and level as an inland 
lake, with a long line of indented rocky coast, a spacious 
outer bay, with its rocky isles, and a great oblong square 
inlet which constitutes the. singular and beautiful harbour 
of Marseilles, walled up with regular masonry, surround- 
ed with warehouses 8^nd shops, and filled with shipping. 
On this fortress, which is curious from its massive walls, 
turrets and parapets, unaltered for ages, are stationed signal 
poles and telegraphs. . Here is a curious subterranean cha- 
pel, dedicated to the. Virgin, wh^re prayers are especially 
offered for the protection of seamen. It is filled with vo- 
tive offerings fqr their safe return, consisting of pictures, 
models of ships, &c. A story is told of an old woman, 
who, her 9on being long at sea, prayed here ia vain for his 
return. At length, impatient of the delay, she secretly 
bore away the image of the Virgin from the little chapel, 
probably with the view of coercing her by constant impor- 
tunity. After some months, when her son fortunately re- 
turned home, the image was found restored to Its place, 
and the author of its removal only suspected from the co- 
incidence of circumstanc^es. 

Our ascent was up a wide paved road, which was fa- 
shibned somewhat like broad steps, and our descent in ano- 
ther direction by a beautiful winding pathway, ornamented 
with shrubs and flowers, as a promenade for the citizens, 
connected with a long straight street, decorated with trees 
and handsome buildings. 

The quays, which are wide, and paved with large flat 
stones, were filled with a swarm of people of all nations. 
The greater part, however, are natives of dark complexions 
and coarse features, both men and w6men^ ragged, patched. 
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and dirty, but indulging in much broad garrulity and good 
humour, apparently contented with their- condition. The 
quay is broadest in front of the Hotel de Ville, and is the 
chief rendezvous of merchants. Here terminates the walk 
of the fashionables, intermingling, in the true spirit of 
commerce, with all the rest of the world. 

A number of Greeks are seen walking on the quays^ 
some of whom are Tery splendidly dressed in rich cloths 
ana silks — always wearing white turbans oyer an interior 
crown-piece of red. They all have mustachios, and are 
of very various expressions of countenance and feature. 
Those of the poorest class wear slippers, but no stockings. 

Sunday we were invited to attend service at an Episco- 
pal church, recently built, in which the cong^gation is ac- 
commodated with benches to sit op, and boards to keep 
their feet from the cold stone floor- A Swiss congregation 
of Protestants attend at a subsequent hour in the same 
place. 

From this neafmddern building we visited the Cathe-. 
dral, which never by its external deformity would have in- 
vited our attention, or raised a suspicion that it owned s|o 
pompous a title. Altered from some old Roman building, 
with irregular additions from time to time, it has scarcely 
the appearance of a ehurch outside; and within we found 
it composed of various recesses for altars of little interest, 
pictures of no beauty, and architecture of no taste or cha- 
racter. But the great organ is 'a curiosity worth seefng. 
It is profusety ornamented with sculptured iigures and- 
other carvings, in walnut and oak, and was probably the 
ne plus ultra of the art as it existed at Brussels in 1637. 
It is said to be a very fine instrument — but it was silent 
when we saw it. 

The Museum, or Gallery of the Arts, which is open to 
the public, possesses some specimens of ancient Greek and 
Roman remains, plaister casts of antique statues, and a 
number of very bad pictures, among which a few ve^y 
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good pues may be sielected — One by Vien, of Christ heal* 
idg the sick and the lame; a Madonna^ by Guido; a Boar 
hunt, by JRubenSy and a few others. 

At the Institution of the Board of Healthy I was pfiuch 
pleased with David's picture of the Pestilence of Marseilles^ 
which he painted at Ron^e for this his native city, in a bet- 
ter style of colouring and coihpositipn than he afterwards 
practised. Gerard's picture, representing Marseilleis' gopd 
Bishop relieving the sufferers in .the same pestilence, is in* 
tended for a companion to decorate the same chamber. As 
he only charges six thousand francs for it, the board, have 
determined to giyehim a.sjdendtd silver vase, the desigi^ 
for which was shown to me. It is about 16 or 18 inches 
high, of beautiful proportion, and ori^ameated with figures 
in relief. 

The buildings in which the Board of Health presides, 
under a great fortress,^ occupy the entrance of the harbour 
on one side, in front of which, at aixchor, lie the vessels 
under quarantine. On the opposite side are the ruinous 
fortifications of St. Nicholas — Port within fort, bastion 
over bastion, to a surprising extent; but dilapidated during 
the- Revolution, and now only decupled as barracks. A 
walk on the prpmontofy beyond this gave us a fine view of 
the bay and the islands, between which are stationed such 
vessels as are competed to perform a more rigid qua- 
rantine. 

, Three quarters of ^n hour's ride, took us to the Chateau 
BorelH, to visit which, it was necessary to procure a tic- 
ket — the proprietor at present residing at Paris.. It is a 
peculiarity in the environs of 'Marseilles, unfavourable to 
the pedestrian, that the roads are lined on each side with 
atone walls, with but few openings through which to see 
either the gardens or country^ We could scarcely look 
over them from our carriage. The entrance to Borelli 
through its gateway, over its broad terrace, past its ever- 
green woods and pond with living swans, to this little pa- 
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lace of gray stone and simple but handsome architecture* 
All are in accordance with the rank of its owner as a peer 
of France. 

' The whole stairway, ceilings, halls aod chambers are or- 
namented with architectural and other paintings, basso re- 
lievos, &c, executed by Chai^of Marseilles, who received, 
instead of a fixed sum, for his kboqr, a pension for life of 
three hundred and sixty dollars per annum. He died late- 
ly at Paris at a very advanced age. 

A fine bronze gladiator stands in the hall, besides otJier 
p^ie^es of ^iculpture. A large room, contains fourteen pic^ 
iuresy comprising the history of Tobit, painted by ParO" 
cfel, An 'which I found some agreeable composition and 
colouring. ' In another room was a large pioturie by Pietro 
de Cortina, of the Rape of the Sabines — rich and ani- 
mated. In the 'upper hall the Plague of Marseilles, paint- 
ed by Jean de Troy^ is, a large, spirited, and wa^ihly co- 
loured composition. / 

In e^ctensive suits of rooms, tvhich are elegantly orna- 
mented with pictures, are some by Mignardy TenierSf 
Rembrandt i Vernet^ Pttsety &c. But the picture most 
valued, is a small altar piece, in a little chapel, in a wing 
of the building; It is a holy family. by Andrea del Sarto. 
The sky light, by which it was seen, was rather dim, but 
I did not hesitate to acknowledge that it is a more beauti- 
ful than any by the same artist which are at present in the 
Louvre. In front of the akar is a most exquisite piece of 
Sculpture, in alto relievo, by Fillippo Valie. Four basso 
relievos over the doors representing the life of St Louis 
by 'FoncOy and four beautiful little cherubs, supporting, bia- 
sing of holy water, besides two good paintings on the iside 
walls, which are of rich marble-r— complete its decoration. 
If only twox)bjects were to be selected by the visiter to 
» Marseilles, the panoramic view from the elevated fortress, 
and this chateau, with its precious little chapel, should be 
ehosen. 
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During our ride to Borelli, I remarked effects of atmos* 
pbere, such as I had neiver seen in- nature i)eforey but rey 
cognised as true in the pictures of Claude and Vernet— a 
hazy horizon — ^masses of mountains resembling clouds in 
colour^ pale and gray — ^the front objects more and more dis- 
tinct — and all this without the disagreeable sensation of 
fog or dampness. Thebranchea of the trees here ace not 
covered -with green moss as they are between Havre and 
Lyons^ the shapes are less wild and fantastic, and the gar^ 
dens exhibit the same style of cultivation as with us in the 
summer. 

The Hotel de Vilify designed and executed hy Pugetf 
who, as sculptor, painter and architect, is the boast of Mar» 
seillesyis now a respectable, and must formerly Jiave been 
considered a magnificent edifiice, when the prevailing taste 
was not to be surfeited with a profusion of sculpture and 
ornaments. The great stairway, leading to the rooms of 
the City Councils, is^ noble structure of white marble, 
ornamented y^ith a statue of the Liberator j grasping an 
iron sword. 

In \he great hall are two pictures, both representing the 
memorable pestilence of 1720, when 50,000 persons, out 
of a population of 90,000, perished by disease and want 
"iThe pictures were painted five years after the event, by 
Puget^ who was an eye witness of the distressing scenes^ 
in representing which he appears to have displayed his ut- 
most talent. The good Bishop de Belsunse, magistrates, 
and other pious persons, are represented performing the 
last offices of kindness to the sick and dying, in all imagi* 
nab)e situations, amid the putrifying carcasses of theirfriends 
and fellow eitizejis. It is an awful and most distressing 
scene, and appears to be the only historical subject chosen 
by the artists of Marseilles, or paid for by the public au- 
thorities. 

In the mayorVroom is a whole length portrait of Louis 
XIV. hy Mignard, with a sad distressed countenance $ 
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Louis XVIII. and the Duchess de Berri| by Gerard; and 
the good Bishdp de Belsunse, by Langlois^ with pestilence 
again in the back ground-^— a good and animated picture. 

The Maradlois attach great interest to four portraits 
painted by Mademoiselle DuparCj a peasant in this neigh- 
bourhood; who, about, one hundred and thirty- two years 
ago, without the advantages of instruction, painted the like- 
nesses of herself, her sister, father and mother, which at 
her death she bequeathed to the city, and which are pre- 
served in an adjoining room as a testimonial of extraordi* 
nary talent in humble life. 

In the harbour here we see, for the first time, those ves- 
sels peculiar to the Mediterranean^ with two masts and 
great oblique yards, which it ia sai<j, are managed more 
quickly than ours to suit the sudden changes of wind whieh 
oeeur during winter. 

The vessels in the harbo:ur are all mooted in rows, sider 
by side, with their bows towards the quay or wharf, which 
runs in a straight unbroken line, so that boats are required 
to approach the vessels. The middle of the basin is an. un- 
interrupted sheet of smooth water, over which the expert 
boatmen, from their station at the head df the quay, .are 
ready in light boats with cushioned ^eats, for a sous or two, 
to take you to any ship or part of the dpck below. It is 
not uncommon to see beats managed entirely by women 
and even by very little girls. 

But there cannot be a better proof of the general mild^ 
ness and certainty of fair weather here, than the number 
of tinnien, workers in sheet iron, cobblers, &c. who have, 
at once their stalls and work benches in the open streets, 
without any covering — the most industrious working with 
their backs to the passing throng. Multitudes of women, 
likewise, go without bonnets; althoggh some, in ,the style 
of the neighbouring peasantry, wear over their caps a woolt- 
]eh hat, like a man's, with small crown and large rjim. 

At the moment of my making these remarks on the mild- 
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nesB of the climate I cannot forbear mentioning, that oppo- 
site my window, on a tiled roof, reclining in a snug comer 
against a chimney, is a stout hearty man, with his blacking 
pot and shoe brushes, dozing and basking in the sun, en- 
joying, in luxurious solitude', a respite from his labour. 

I have |*emarked but few carriages in use, either public 
or private. Almost every thing is carried about the city 
on asses; even firewood, which, in long branches trailing 
the ground, rests on each side of the animal, supported upon 
wooden trusses or hooks. 

Enormous loads of baggage and merchandise are carried 
about the city by men. A rope passes under the goods and 
is tied to a stick, which is suppbrted between two men, the 
goods being raised very little above the ground. 

A fashion prevails among the carters to curry the hair of 
their horseis in a straight line froni their ears to the shoul- 
ders above the joinU and along the flanks to the tail; so that 
all the back and sides are smooth, whilst the lower parts 
are shaggy. 

Abundance of fruit is to be had here, and grapes of a fine 
quality at three sous a pound — every thing being sold by 
weight, even apples and potatoes. Immense quantities of 
cheshuts are seen in every street, and wagon loads of them 
are piled up in stores and even in the streets, upon one of 
which I observed an old woman who had them for sale, 
stretched out asleep, high and dry, as on a gteat bank. 

A species of echinus or sea-egg, covered with brown 
spikes are sold at the fruit stalls. They are cut open with 
scissars and spread out, exposing a delicate looking red flesh, 
which I had not the curiosity to taste. 

Vine trimmings are so abundant that large quantities of 
them, tied up in bundles like fagots, are sold very cheap 
to kindle fires. They produce a quick and lively flame. 
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December 13M. 

We had taken our seats to go by Aix to Nice and Gqnoa, 
but suddenly concluded to take passagfs in a Neapolitan ship 
which is to sail in a few days for Naples, rather than en- 
counter the fatigue of travelling by land at a season so un- 
favourable to the enjoyment of landscape scenery. A few 
w^eks earlier, thi^ route would not have been chosen, as 
the Algerines were at war with Nsiples, and still are with 
France. 

In Marseilles and its neighbourhood vfe saw, for the first 
time, herds of goats-— though neither the goat herds nor 
the shepherds we have yet met With, at all resemble the 
interesting creatures of the novelists. 

Marseilles being celebrated' for its soap, it was desirable 
to visit one of the many extensive manufactories of an ar- 
ticle which is taken to all parts of the inrorld. On enter- 
ing. it, instead of the ofifensive odour Which always prevails 
in such establishments in America, where tallow with pu- 
trid matter is often eiiiployed, I was surprised by quite 
an agreeable perfume; instead of tallow, nothing but swe£t 
olive oil being employed, combined with barilla. JEven 
the soap itself, in quantities, has but a slight and not disa- 
greeable odour,. especially in such vast halls as those in 
which the work is carried on. Beneath the pavement are 
capacious cisterns, holding thousands of barrels of oil, from 
Which it is pumped, up as it is required, to be mixed with 
the barilla in ranges of square, boilers along the wall, and 
afterwards conveyed to capacious circular brick boilers for 
concentration; then spread put in extensive shallow vat« to 
harden. It is afterwards cut into great square blocks, like 
building stones, before it is taken into the upper rpoms, to 
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be weighed and cut into Smaller blocks, then stamped and 
packed up. It is curious to see masses of soap qut so quick- 
ly and easily by merely drawing a wirfe through them. Both 
ends of the wire are fastened to a short stick, inakitig a loop 
of the wire, which is put over the block of soap into notches 
at the corners; both hands of the workman grasping the 
stick, and his foot plac^ against the soap, and throwing the 
weight of his body back, in one moment a cut is made 
through a tsquare of fourteen inches diameter. The oli^e 
oil which is destined for these manufactories of soap, ^as 
well as the salt, which is used with sulphur in making a. fac- 
titious barilla, are prevented passing into commerce as arti^ 
clesof food, by the mixture of a small quantity of tar, whieh 
spoils their taste, but does no injury to the soap. Salt and 
olive oil otherwise pay a heavy duty^ 

The calm mild weather which we have so long enjoyed 
here has given place to a strong north wester, which is com«- 
plained of, with good reason^ as estremtely disagreeable 
from its violence, coldness and the duat it raises; but it is 
esteemed wholesome in drying up the mud, blowing out 
the foul air from nairow streets, and especially for setting 
in motion tbfe water of the harbour j which does not rise 
or faU by any tide, and becomes chafged with impurities 
from the neighbouring houses. After two- days' blustering, 
the atmosphere settled again to the mildness of spring, 
when the cobblers, tinmen and other workmen, resumed 
their stations in the streets. 



ikcember 26th. 

•Nothing has served to distinguish Christmas but the iinu- 
sual display made in the cake and toy shops, and the quan- 
tities of evergreens, Which have b^eli sellimg forsome days; 
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except that (Thursday as it is,) all the stores are closed, no 
business is doing on the quays, and the women in the streets 
appear with clean caps and washed faces. A walk on the 
quay at this time was more agreeable, as it was less dirtily 
thronged, and the long ranges of vessels were gay with the 
flags of every nation. At the church of Notre Dame du 
Mont, we heard mass with a body of military, who marched 
in to the beat of twenty drums, and were stationed in two 
rows down the body of the church; the officers advanced 
in the central opening; and the band, stationed at one side 
near the altar, performed a fine piece of mu^ic. It was cu- 
rious to witness the soldiers manoeuvring their guns at the 
word of command, with their, bear skin caps on; yet, at 
the elevation of the host, dropping on one knee and bow- 
ing the head for some moments, during a roll of the drum; 
after which the music again struck up, and finished with a 
joyous animated strain. 

A crowd of people were collected on the quay to see a 
handsome Turkish horse which was just ,landed, elegantly, 
caparisoned with gold or gilt plates, tassels, trappings, hol- 
sters and appendages to the curious saddle which was co- 
vered with purple velvet. I wasparticularly pleased with the 
beauty and spirit of his bead, and his graceful movements, 
which reminded me of the horses in Vandyke's pictures. 

A party of Egyptians have just arrived from Navarino, 
on business relative to the frigate which is building here 
for the Pachia. They are the first human beings I have 
seen to authenticate the charactei* which we observe in the 
ancient Egyptian sculpture — High aquiline noses, retreat- 
ing foreheads and thick lips; their complexions varying from 
a pale brown to a dark copper colour, and som^of their 
servants nearly black. Their costume is scarlet cloth much 
ornamented with gold lace; ample petticoat breeches, orna- 
mented leggings and slippers. One of them wears a rich 
cashmere shawl, wrapped into the form of a turban; the 
others plain red cloth caps with blue tassels. The servants 
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are in dpth of various coIouref> ornamented with silk lace, 
and some with appendages resembling a second pair of long 
sleeves, cut open at one side and hanging behind their shoul* 
ders. Their chins are shaved, but thej all wear mostachios, 
and have a shrewd and intelligent aspect 



". December 27th. 

HAViNa embarked and set sail at dusk, and reconciled our- 
selves, as well as we could, to the want of accommodation 
and cleanliness, we had the pleastire of waking in the 
morning opposite the port of Toulon, which appears sur- 
rounded by rocky mountains. The aerial perspective' of 
these, in the light and vapoury atmosphere of the Mediter- 
nmean, was beautiful, ad they long lingered on the sight; 
whilst a great extent of showy Alps, resembling masses of 
white but angular clouds, showed their distant heights at our 
left. The whole extent too of the island of Corsica, at thirty 
miles distance, with its snow-capped mountains shining bright 
in the 9un, now began to occupy our attention in front ; not 
wifliout some recollections of that fertile genius who was 
bom amid its barren rocks, to dominate over human ener- 
gies. ' ' ' . - 

When <he steep shores of Sardinia appeared to the right, 
showing us the passage between the two islands, and pro- 
mifiang a speedy termination to our voyage, the ignorance and 
timidity of our captain induced him to prefer the broader 
course of the sea, by going entirely around the island of Sar- 
dinia, although the wind was less fa^vourable ; and we slowly 
skirted the long line of that uninteresting shore, during four 

6 
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tedious days. At length, the celebrated rocks called the 
Bull, the Cow, and the Calf, which stand out beyond the ex- 
treme point of the island, made us rejoice at the prospect of 
soon doubling them, and then bearing away with a fair wind di- 
rectly down upon Nappies. But just as we were about to ac- 
complish this pleasant purpose, the mistrale^ or north-west 
wind, 80 much dreaded by Mediterranean navigators, struck 
us, and continued to increase with so much force, that after 
making more than half our way to Naples, where in imagi- 
nation we were already enjoying, ourselves, the captain, on 
the seventh night, having scarcely any command of the ves- 
sel amid the angry wind and waves, and in total darkness, 
talked of turning the ship about and seeking a port at Paler- 
mo in Sicily. This unwelcome intelligence, after some dis- 
cussion among the passengers, was first tolersited, and then 
fancied ; so that they were quite disappointed before mid- 
night to learn that we could keep our course, as the gale was 
moderating. 

This desire of seeing Palermo, was less to enjoy its anti^ 
quities than to get on shore; provoked by the want of com- 
fortable accommodations, and disgusted with bad provisions, 
worse cooking, and filthy attendance. The storm at length 
subsided, and though no land was in sight, we were glad to 
rise from our sick beds and walk the deck in the grateful 
beams of the sun. 

We were not without amusement on board, hayii^ four 
grinning monkeys, four screaming parrots, two fat la?y cats, 
and one ill-natured growling dog. With these, the captain, 
mate, and sailors promiscuously amused themselves^ s^ if 
there was no subordination among them. Yet the captain 
and mate contrived to get their wishes executedy without the 
noise of command, or the semblance of authority ; and, what 
was more unexpected to us, without the least reliance on the 
Virgin Mary^ to whom none of them offered even an ejacu- 
lation during the greatest perjjs of the gale. 

Late in the afternoon^ the island of Ischia, which lies across 
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(be entrance to the bay of Naples, was perceived Kke a cload 
in the horizon, about forty miles distant. A favourable breeze 
bating arisen, we bad the pleasure next morning of approach- 
ing, and soon of passing the island, which appeared like an 
immense barren rock, sprinkled over with white stones, 
that, on approaching nearer, were discovered to be houses. 
The rocks hold sufficient soil to support numerous little vine- 
yards, which produce an abundant harvest of a peculiar 
trine. 

On entering the bay of Naples, unfortunately the atmos- 
phere became fo^y, the sun disappeared, and nothing but 
the general forms of objects could be perceived, till we had 
advanced midway : a few gleams of sunshine then showed 
us on every rock, promontory, and hill, numerous habitations, 
which, throtigh the mist, at a distance, and on elevations 
greater than we inptagined, had appeared like oyster-shells 
sprinkled on the ground. Vesuvius, all the while, was co- 
vered with a cloud, which veiled its peculiar character. But 
when we approached the city, for a few minutes it brightened 
up a little, Vesuvius showed its double head, though not the 
extreme summits, and consequently we still saw no smoke to 
produce the conviction of its identity. Castles, forts, towns, 
villages, the opening prospect of Naples itself with its colos- 
sal fortress frowning over the city — a splendid convent be- 
neath, on a beautiful eminence, apparently an extensive gar- 
den, — and on a more distant hill, ar palace of the king ; — ^all 
these objects gradually brightened into realities^ with the full 
charm of novelty. 

Peace being concluded with Algiers, our cannon on the 
deck had not been loosened from their fastenings; but, elated 
by the prospect of soon landing, and considering that all the 
gunpowder on board must be consigned to the king's maga- 
zine, it was determined, in mere gaiety of heart, to announce 
ourselves by a few discharges. The sailors with great glee 
made the necessary preparations, and six guns gave notice of 
our arrival, but contributed, by exciting some notoriety, to 
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embarrass our measures to debark without performing a need^ 
less quarantine. 

We approached the inner harbour as the wind increased 
to a gale, and were scarcely attached to our station opposite 
the health office, when it blew with such violence as to 
dri^e us from our fastening?^ and we were in greatxdanger of 
striking on the rocks. During three hours^ we laboured in 
ibis peril, until, with the assistance of some additional hands, 
and the people on shore, we were at length safely moored, 
with half a dozen cables abreast of a man of war, in spite 
ot ttiis most terrific hurricane — our decks entirely covered 
with ropes which had been used in heaving in. But no 
health officers appearing, we were obliged to remain on 
board, and partook at a late hour of a welcome collation of 
fresh provisions, which the owner sent us from the shore. 

This must certainly be an unusual entrance into NajdesI 
No glowing sunset — ^no placid surface on its capacious bay, 
now a rolling sea-^ts islands dim and gloomy — all distant ob- 
jects lost in mist— the air, a blast as offensive as. that on the 
banks of Newfoundland— ~the harbour itself a place of danger 
— and shipwreck scarcely prevented within its mole. Instead 
of the sounds of gaiety in a city of pleaaur^e, nothing but a 
confused cry of rough voices, mingling with the ajngry and tre* 
mendous rush of the winds and waves under a stormy sky of 
driving clouds. Can this be lovely Italy into which I have 
entered ? Can this be Naples ? 



Naples, Jan. 6M, 1S29. 

We endured much delay aild anxious expectation, with the 
dread of being sent down to the quarantine ground, because 
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oiirship had been to the West Indies, though she had per^ 
formed thirty days quarantine at Marseilles, and was fur- 
nished with r^ular bills of health. Daring all this time we 
were surrounded by a swarm of boats, filled with men voci- 
ferating in every possible manner the harsh Neapolitan dia- 
lect, which conveyed no idea of the musical language of Ita- 
ly; and when we obtained permission to land, these half na- 
ked, brown skinned brawlers, boatmen and porters^ by their 
numbers and officiousness, incommoded us much more than 
they served us. 

I have not read any description of Naples which did not 
b^in with a fascinating account of its bay^ its palaces, gar- 
dens and walks. We certainly have entered it at the wrong 
end. Better is it to see the bay by going out from shore on 
a fine day, and best it must be to enter it by land, for those 
who would not experience the pulsatory of its custom-house. 
A whole day was consumed in fatiguing exertions, and te- 
dious suspense, before we could enjoy the privil^e of pos- 
sessing our trunks. 

The custom-house officers having taken charge of the ves- 
sel, and sealed up every trunk, instead of landing the bag- 
gage themselves, required us. to get a permit from the shore. 
As I undertook this office, I had the opportunity of witness- 
ing a scene I should never otherwise have conceived. On 
entering the vast vaulted hall, in which goods are received, 
the noise of porters, weighers and packers, calling out to 
each other at'the highest pitch of the strongest voices, min- 
gling with the shrill cries of cake women, idle boys, and beg- 
gars, su^ested the idea of a besieged city, destined to imme- 
diate niiB,and that it was the riot of escape, despair and des- 
peration. Through every vaulted arch the open offices rang 
with the din from below ; the clerks themselves, from time 
to time, vociferating in the general chorus, in sudden bursts 
of apparent rage and impatience, yet in a few moments set- 
tling down into a steady calm ; like their own Mediten:a- 
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nean — its pleasant sur&ce suddenly whipped into rage- and 
fury, and as suddenly subsiding. 

I will not attempt to describe the curious, minute, and 
formal examination of the contents of each trunk to the 
bottom— every package, hole and corner. They were final- 
ly given up to us, with the exception of our books and 
pamphlets, which must undei^o an ecclesiastical as weU as 
political examination. Three hours next day were consumed 
in efforts to regain our books, which was effected by fees^ 
duties, and patient attendance through much explanation dsxi 
many signatures* 

: I canpOt forbear making this memorandum on the cust0H»- 
house transactions, because it is evident that if a milder 
and more ihvitiiig conduct were pursued, the commerce of 
the place would be greatly promoted. 
' Indeed the whole ^business of landing at Naples, with the 
police and custom-house examinations, signatures, permits, 
duties, re-examinations, fees -and impositions, is so trouble- 
some and vexatious, that it constitutes a serious drawback 
to any advantage there may be in coming to Naples by wa- 
ter. I should never recommend this course, and. chiefly as 
it is desirable to see as much as possible by land, taking 
different routes in going and returning. 

Naples, at the head of its bay, is built on a level shore, at 
the foot of a high hill, which partly hides it in the approach 
by water; except that portion which is built on the hill itself, 
crowned by the great square fort or castle of St Elmo, from 
which a ridge descends to a street at the water's edge, and 
projects into the bay, to form the rocky foundation of the 
casde of the Egg. The city chiefly consists of narrow, 
crooked, but well paved streets, lined with stupendous masses 
of buildings, reaching five, six, and seven stories high. One 
grand, though not very broad street, the Toledo^ stretches 
its whole length at the base of the hill, and is the great tho* 
rqughfare of the city, running from the square on which 
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staiQds the King^s palace to the other end of the city vrhere 
are the spacious buildings of the Royal Academy, which con- 
tain the galleries of paintings and statues, and the precious 
relics of Herculaneum and Pompeii* With a population of 
three hundred and fifty thousand persons, crowded into a 
small compass, a large portion of whom Uve and lounge or 
work jjtt the streets, the continual visitation of strangers, the 
miotion and noise of numerous carriages, and the bustle every 
where — ^Naples possesses the character of being the most 
animated and lively, city in Italy. 

A stranger's first walk is through the Toledo to the Great 
Square, which is occupied by the Royal Palace on one side, 
opposite to sin elegant new chiirch, while the Queen^s Palace 
is at one end^ and that of the Prince at the other. After passing 
the palace, a low wall permits you to look, over on the immense 
courts, houses, and roofs betow, constituting the King^s Arse- 
nal, and affording him protection by. land and the means of 
escape by water. . In pursuing the street, along the water's 
edge, the other extremity of Naples is seen, curving round 
the head of ^he bay, to the long line of public granaries, 
afid opposite rises Vesuvius — ^now, just clear of clouds, the 
crater filled with smoke, and the outer edges with snow or 
hail, of which in the morning there was a sudden and vio- 
lent shower. A long line of houses, most of them fitted 
up for the accommodation of strangers, here fronts on the 
bay, with the advantage of the public walk which com- 
mences just beyond them. This pleasure ground, called the 
Villa Seale, is beautifully laid out, wkh «iiooth and va- 
ried walks, which are ornamented with fountains, statues, and 
columns, the last ,of polished lava, each in a single piece, 
. twenty feet long. The grounds are^ covered with delightful 
groves, various species of trees, shrubbery, and flowers, to 
the extent of a mile; the whole extends along the very edge 
of the bay, and midway is a semi-octagonal projecting ter- 
race, from which you have a fine view of the city, Vesuvius, 
and the bay... We had reason, also, to, be delighted with the 
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perfonnances of the royal military band, coiqisttng of forty 
musicians, \i^ho execute daily on this promenade a number of 
pieces with unusual taste and skill 

In returning towards our quarters, we met a great throng 
et carriages going to the yUla for an airing before the hour 
of fashionable dinner; and in the train We were shown the 
queen and princess, in an open barouche, and without any 
guards — a good looking lady, gaily drest in the French &«> 
shion, with a large bonnet 

The Museo Barbonico or Studio is a vast bmldi^^ dedi- 
cated to the fiine arts, with a magnificent front and door way, 
conristent widi the reputation of Naples and the importance 
which is' attached to the objects of art An immense hall, 
itito which carriages sometimes enter, conducts you past the 
^leries of antique statues on both sides, and high arches, 
beneath which stand two colossal equestrian statues, n^odelled 
by Canova, to the grand massive marble stair*case, ornament-* 
ed with s^ntique statuary, which leads to the picture galleries 
and the treasures of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

Three hours spent here, which is time enoughs for one vi^ 
sity only enabled us to take a cursory view of the painting 
One of the rooms was rich in possessing, and I was delighted 
in seeing, .several pictures of the highest order of ixierit 
Titian*^ Danae, one of the few pictures of this master which 
is bright and fresh; a beautiful Infant Angel by Schidane;, a 
fine portrait of Columbus by Pafmigiano^ an admirable one 
of Leo X. by Baphael^ or copy by Jlndrea del Sario;. « 
holy family by Raphael; and a beautiful picture of a Venus, 
Child, and Satyr, hy Jinnibal Caracei, 

This was the only room in which we saw any artists co- 
pying^-but it is large and well-lighted, and the few good pic- 
tores it possesses are worth more than all the restof the col- 
lection together. The most beautiful copies n>ade in this 
gallery are those done on ivory in miniature,^-often beauti* 
fully drawn, richly coloured, and remarkably cheap. 

In the adjoining room is one of the most beautiful little pic- 
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tQrea I bave seen by RaphaeU-tk Holy Famjly-^ih which the 
landscape- possesses the singular merit of harmonizing with 
the figures and being natural at the same tiioe. 

In another series of rooms I remarked a- fine and wonder- 
fully painted bead of Rembrandt^ by himself, the roughest 
and most singular applicn^ionof paint I have ever seen; ex* 
cellent portraits by Vandyke %\\iSl Mtrveldj an uncommonly 
well-painted St, SebastiaiH. by Ribera; a beautiful Holy Family 
by. Massiho; the Annunciation by Franctsco CurU>r an ex*- 
traordinary and very ercellent picture by Salvatar Rosa^ of 
ten figures, half length, representing Christ disputing with the 
Doctpr8;.soiBe spirited battle-pieces by L74ca Oiordano^vai 
twQ large altar-pieces^ by the same artist, with numerous 
figures of great animation; one of which he painted in five 
days. It is said, that Luca early showed great facility with 
his pencil; yet his avaricious father urged him to greater sp^d, 
so that.be went by the name of his father's daily salutation, 
Luea fa jore^/o^ (Luke make haste^) It is to be lamented, 
that from Ihe vanity to preserte the reputation of a rapid 
painter, when he VniB no longer uiged by^ his father, he has 
sKghted th6 finish and perfection of his animated composi* 
tions, in a. manner inconsistent with the talent and ability 
which it is evident he possessed. 

There are here niany other pictures of merit, but I have 
. named a)! that most powerfully arrested my attention, and 
which I xrould not forbear noting. The various rooms con^ 
tain specimens of all the schools ; but„ although such objects 
are interesting^ in tracing the progress of the arts; it required 
8ome'4g!^rt to look at thein in the neighbourhood of those of 
better periods arid of greater masters. Yet, such is the di- 
versity of tastes, that a gentleman in the gallery declared to 
me, that the picture which pleased him most, in the whole 
collection, was One which represented the blitod leading the 
blind, the foremost falling .into a ditch; and the rest, a gro- 
tesque succession of figures, holdii)g on to^ach other, and fast 
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following— a production of the Dutch school, but little above 
ordinary carricature. *\ 

As the Museum closed at two o'clock, and findinjg ourselves 
at one extremity of the city, we, determined to walk out- 
wards to the country. On arriving at the Bridge of the iSa- 
nita^ built under the administration of Murat, by which a 
perfect level is made of that part of Ae city and nei^bour* 
tog hill, and a valley is enclosed, thickly built, with several 
streets of tall houses, whose, tops, dcrnot reach tfaeh^i^tof 
the bridge, or rather road built on arches — we looked down 
«pon a mutetude of flat terrace roofs, upon which the infaar 
bitants^ dry their clothes and perfdrm other domestic business. 
Raising our eyes from this singular set of objects, \ve were 
struck with the grandeur of Vesuvius, v^hich was seen to its 
very baise, and to a grf^at extent pn each side. The upper 
portions of the mountain, covered with siiow, received the 
brightest rays of the afternoon^s sun, distinctly showing the 
«dges of the crater and large volumes of shioke, as ^bite as 
the clouds which hung immediately over it, hiding a portion 
of its summit. It presented a beautiful efiect of aerial per- 
spective, in the bluish colour of its shadows, and the still bluer 
forms of the more distant inountains, as they were contrasted 
with the nearer objects and villages at the base of the moun- 
taini . 

Perceiving a stranger leaning' on the parapet with his 
guide-book, similarly engaged, i questioned him in French 
concerning some .of, the surrounding objects ; for a while he 
replied iq French, but at length, in native English, said, that 
he presumed he could give me more satisfaction in'my own 
language. Such accidental meetings frequently occur to di- 
versify and improve the traveller's route. We, therefore, 
agreed to join him on an unpremeditated visit to the Vata- 
combs of Santu Maria delta Vita, which Were near this 
spot: Descendiog into the valley of houses, and then rising 
to the foot of a neighbouring hill, we entered the Court yard 
of a vast hospital for the poor; an establishment made by 
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the French, in which are men, women, and girls, each claa* 
being kept separate and made to wqrk. Here an old man 
presented himself who officiated as an experienced guide, Air- 
nisbed with a lantern and great flambeau made of ropes im- 
pregnated with some kind of reside A little back lane con- 
ducted us to a kind of grotto, pontaining an altar ornamented 
with seyeral nuarble medallions, which are said to have been 
sculptured by the early Cbristiafns. This chapel served as 
an entrance to the chambers of the de'ad,.which consist <rf 
long, winding,. and intricate passages, cut opt of the tufa 
rock; in procaring which, for the purposes of building, these 
vast subterranean excaTations were originally made, and af- 
terwards used as depositoriei^ of the dead. During^ the per- 
secutiohs against the early Christians they were occupied by 
them ei):her secretly as places of residence, where they might 
practii9€ their worship unmolest^, dr, ,by the permission. of 
their pagan persecutors, asabode&of the most humiliating 
kind,, secluded from the light of day^ Here our guide, pre- 
cedii^ us with bi& smoking torch, which he occasionally struck 
on the walls, so as to scatter off a radiating fjood of sparks 
which left bim a brighter jQame, showed us the little lateral re- 
cesses in which the humble believers were contented to lie, and 
shelves, excavated in the rock, in which their moj^tal remains 
were deposited after death. He pointed.out the larger cbam- 
bers, somewhat decorated with cplunans and Arches in faint 
relief, in which the priests resided; the places where altars 
stood ; and, in a higher excavatioji, raised his torch to a rude 
recess, or sunken balcony aboVe .the arched passage, whence 
the word was preached to the faithful' below in a hall of great 
width. The chamibers occupied by the most distinguished 
characters w^re denoted* by better sculpture. Mosaic incrus- 
tations, and fresco paintings. We followed the windings of 
these subterranean corridors to a great extent, till we reached 
a hall which was said to be a quarter of a mile in height; but 
whether contrived for the purpose of ventilation, or as a shaft 
for raising the stone, we could not ascertain j any more than we 
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couM theaccqracy of oar guide's. ioformatroB, that the bodies of 
hundreds of martyrs were thrown down there by their pagan 
murderers, whence tliey were conveyed by their surviving 
friends into the niches prepared for them. From these re- 
mote parts passages now closed were formerly open, ^hich 
communicated with oth^r Catacombs and villages for sixteen 
miles round, affording the inmates, it is said, the means of 
escaping the persectitions which from time to time fell upon 
a sect so obnoldous to the pagan priesthood. 

In some parts of this subterranean abode, steps cut in llie 
rock lead to an upper story or series of passages, and cham- 
bers. 

We found the bones in these Catacoftibs. in excellent pre- 
servation, and on many the J9esfa of fifteei^ hundred' years was 
still of -such tenacious though pliant fibre, that it required a 
sharpe knife to cut off a piece. The guide showed us Ihe 
heads of some of those early Christies with the tongues still 
remaining in thecn, but would hot permit us to take one away. 
Here lived the venerated St. Januarius,. whose particular cell 
was pointed out to us ;-and to thede retreats was his dead body 
bortie after his martyrdom; thoiigh some ancient painters re* 
present him walking back with his head in his hands. 

Returning to the Pdnte SanUay /we again look.ed down 
on the moss-stained roofs and little cupolas of the cbqrch of 
J$anta Maria detla PitUy from which I had been invited 
to the Catacombs. I now persuaded toy companion ta yisit 
it contrary to the opinion olT his eicerone or guide, who 
said it contained nothing interesting. A monk of the Fran- 
ciscan Monastery, with which it is connected, admitted us 
from the level of the i>ridge, and passing through his corri- 
dor, lined witK cells, we descfendfed aii extensive series of 
steps into thex:liurch„ whieh rises from the valley below. It 
is an old and curious edifice, rich in marbles, 'and remarka? 
ble for the style of tihe grand altar, which is constructed over 
another one, as on a bridge, to which you rise by two lateral 
flights of steps, ornamented with cl^ant ballustrades of 
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costly ms^rbles. The old monk showed us, behind the altar, 
an ancient painting of the Madonna, resembling an Indian, 
and a precious door to a case containing some sacried relic; 
but as we did not, seem interested in these^lie proceeded to 
open a door in the side wall, and requested us to walk in. 
To oor surprise it was. the ientrance to Another series of Ca- 
tacombs, in which were deposited the dedd within the last 
two, hundred years. These were placed in perpendicular 
niches in the rock, and plaistered up, leaving only a part of 
the head projecting; the men with, their ftices out, the Wo- 
men wit^ their faces, in, only etposing the- backs of their 
headSfirom which the hair ^ad Ion g^since fallen. By scraping 
away the plaister, some of the skeletons appeared in their 
whole extent, aniong which was . an extraordinary one of a 
man about eight £eet tail. . The pilaster which covers these' bo- 
dies, thus showing only one half of the head^ was painted so 
as to imitate the entire figure, clothed as men or women and 
sometimes representing th^im as skeletons in part covered 
withidrapery, with various inscription3 above them. The 
deeper recesses of Ihese vaults led to chambers where we 
saw two icarcases of men, deposited only six months jsince; 
the flesh not decaying, but gradually drying up. They were 
naked and seated in niches in th^ wall, with their heads and 
arms hanging forwards in very grotesque postures. In the 
catacombs which we first visited, the dead were generally 
placed horizontally^ whereas here, all that we now saw were 
standing erect. We entered some chambers, however^ with 
numerous empty horizontal recuses. ^ ' 

From a groundless apprehension that the;se catacombs are 
dampyihey are not often visited^ nor are smoking torches used 
to blacken and destroy the ancient fresco paintings and mo- 
saic decorations. ^ Our monk informed us that a pdissage con- 
necting with the other catacombs has been closed up. 
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Junnary lOth. 

VisiTxp the galleries devoted to statuary and tbe antiquitiesr 
of Egjpt:.^ Thei^e last objects, most of which, are of small 
sizcj are of great interest's the production of so an<cient a 
people, and as exhibitbg the state of the arts prior to? their 
introduction into. Greece, where thej were afterwards car- 
ried to much greater perfection. . A few, however, which 
are in Bdarlde, are in prettj good taste, and might be mistak^i 
for Grecian works. The greatest number, are of red por- 
phyry, of extreme hardness, upon which the elements have 
not made the slightest -impression to impair th^ beauty of the 
workmanship. In this cabinet . are several / mumqaies, ethi- 
biting their various appearapoes with and without their vo- 
luminous wrappings of linen. Ojie of them . is entirely di- 
vested of the linen, perfectly cleao,. smooth and glossy; black 
^s a negro, with all tbe flesh dried up to the .bones. A neck- 
lace and inscription were round her neck, by which it ap- 
Jpeared' that she was the daughter of some king that, lived 
three thousand four hundred and ^y yea^rs ago. Another 
personage, a male, we were informed belonged to a period 
so long back as five thousand years. 

The Oallery of Bronzes contains some good busts, and 
amongt the statues a few that are, interesting, particuUfly a 
Drunken Faun. He is lying on a skin and a bag of wine, 
the countenance expressive of great glee ; one foot raii&ed, 
and the jight hand in the act of snapping his fingers and 
thumb. A Wearied MerCury is also good — and a Horse is 
beautifully executed. In this room there is a vast basin or 
vase of porphyry, about twelve feet in diameter, which, with 
its pedestal and various ornamental carvings was made of 
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one solid piece. It was used for reU^ous purposes in sacri- 
ficing bulls. 

Among the busts the front face of Celis Caldo struck 
me as much resemblinfg that of Alexander Hamilton, and that 
of Jiugustusi Height be mistaken for Napoleon. 

One chamber contains as vast quantity of tombs, monu- 
ments, inscriptions, broken statues, &c., but is distinguished 
by possessing two precious . objects, the colossal statue of 
Hercules Resting, known by the name of the Famesian Her- 
cules ; and the celebrated group called the Famesian Bull, 
which represents ttiro men in the act of seizing a bull, to 
whose horns their mother Birce is tied by the hair. The 
whole group, consisting of the bull and five human figures, 
adog, and i^arious little animals, was cut out of a single piece 
of marble. 

These two rare objects were found at Rome in the baths 
of Caraealla, and at great expense removed to Naples, where 
the Bull loiig ornamented the promenade of the Villa Reale^ 
hut it began to suffer froih ^e weather, and this wonder 
of the Sculptor's art, with great labour and cost, has been 
safely removed- to its present place of preservation^ where 
itis seen to more advantage. 

In another series of rooms, there are many interesting sta- 
tues, vases and other sculpture; I . vtba particularly pleased 
with the statue. of the Venus Victrix, and that of the Antl* 
nousy of. which the shoulders and bust are very beautiful. 
The draped statue of Ariatides is. mvch admired, ai^d the 
spot which Ganova chose, as the best point of view^ is worn 
by the tread of visiters. One of those rooms contains seve- 
ral curious, and certainly very beautiful statues of coloured 
marbles, chiefly representitig rich drapery. A black Apollo 
also is very beautiful. 

I take bccasiony during one of the frequent showers of 
rain which occur in Naples at this season, and interrupt the 
visiter in his excursibhs, to noticfe a few peculiarities. In- 
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stead of the rattling carts filled with tin vessels of milk which 
are heard and seen in every street in New York, morning 
and evening, the Neapolitan is waked fr6m his slumber by 
the low dull tinkling of tittle bells at the necks of goats, 
asses and cows, which in droves of various sizes, supply the 
inhabitants with fresh D)i)k, received in potis, or more gene- 
rally in glass decanters* I believe that very little milk is spld 
any other way. 

* J have remarked that at Marseilles carts are seldom used. 
This appears to be the Italian practice, as it prevails still 
more extensively here; so that very few carts iticommode 
the tliroiig of people in the streets, whose attentioa is suffi- 
ciently reqtifred to guard against the rapid approach of nu* 
merous carriages. Almost every thing is carried about ofi 
asses, not only loads of prov4$ioDs, coal and wood, but sand 
and large stones for building; which are packed in panniers 
at each side of a huge saddle. These panniers are made 
of straWv coming to* a point, at some' distance 'from the ani- 
mal's body, and are kept out by a stick which passes trnder** 
neatfa from one pannier tp. the other. Immense bundle^ of 
straw are carried by these poor oreatilres, one at each side, 
and one across on the top, by which all but his hiead and tail 
are entirely hidden — the driver either leading. him by the bri- 
dle^ or directing his course by pulling at his tail, which they 
manage as a rudder, . ; 

Naples is abundantly. accomibodated with carriages for 
public use, and at a cheap rate ; twenty grains, (aibout six- 
teen American <:enf&) bein^ the charge for carrying one, 
Jwo, three, or' four persons from one end, of the city to the 
other; adding two grains, aCcdrdingr to custom, as a gratu- 
ity ^to the • coachmen. ; But they often endeavour to get 
frotiji strangers three tiixies that sum. The carriages in 
genera) use are. entirely open, jn foir weather, with nothing 
but n falling top, like that of a chaise, in case of rain, to 
protect as imany^ can sit on the^back seat. 
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Numerous as these carriages. are, io case of a sudden 
shower they are all in requisition; bjecause very few houses 
having gutters, the water, from long projecting spouts, is 
thrown into the streets precisely where you would walk. In 
some qarrow streets^, the stream from the lofty spouts is 
poured upon the carriages,, falling in ^ucce^ssion on the 
horses, coachman, umbrellas, and /ailing top. But the 
coachmen, appear to delight in splashing through the, water, 
as it incommodes those who walk. 

The vehicle most used in the skirts and neighbourhood 
of the city. is assort of one horse chaise- called a-<iurricoIa, 
whose shafts are elevated above tlie saddle. The seat is a 
singjilar fantastic thing somewhat resembling a saddle test- 
ing on its end, gaily painted x^nd profusely studded with 
brass nails. On this sulky seat sits one person, whilst the 
driver stands behind flourishing a long whip. Frequently, 
hpwever, is this machine seen carrying seven^ and even nine 
persons, clinging to it i^n various modes, and seated in rope 
nets which hang front and bacl^, drawn by one; poor horse, 
which.the merciless Neapolitan driver keeps in full trot, and 
whose miseries make no inipression on the merry riders. 

Whcin unemployed, c<!iachme.n eagerly oflfer their services, 
and have in their employ meq at the frequented passages, 
who press the passenger to take a cpach* In these cheap, gay, 
and sometimes elegant vehitjles for ' conveyance, it, is pom- 
mon tosee five or six servant girls^ without bonnets, enjoy- 
ing a • ride in the motley throng. These hacks, together 
with.the private carriages which are in constant use, give an 
extraordinary appearance of gayety tQ this city. . 

In some streets, aifter a heavy faH of rain, it is necessary 
to cross on a moveable bridge, which consists of ,a kind of 
wagon placed in the middle of. the street, where the torrent 
is deepest, yvith planks rising to it from each side of the 
wa}\ But in almost eveiry street^ after, a copious; shower, 
such as is veryvfrequent at thi^ season> it is difficult to cross; 
yet I have just seen a large fat old lady get over, the rapid 

8 
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torrent without wetting her shoes> by riding a-straddle oh 
the back of a barefooted little boy; 

The streets are populous with beggars, who beset you in 
every guise of mild entreaty or earnest solicitation; with^ a 
Madonna-like simplicity, or with the picturesque^ ancl for- 
cible expressioins of countenance and attitude^ which- belong 
to each particular species of misfortunes; the blind eagerly 
pointing to his dlosed^ eyes, and the maimed putting forth 
his injured limb in the moat advantageous point of vieW'. 
The windows and glass doors qf the <^fiee rooms are beset 
with them, where they w^tch every mouthful you take, 
and when your repast is over, stop and siirround ybu as you 
go out Yet it is not often I rfemark any one give thetn«0ny 
thing. Friars of the mendicant order^ m^ke lessvoeremo- 
ny in entering, buf generally beg of you With a pleasant 
countenance. ' 

In the Castel Nuovo^ there was btit little to interest u«. 
it is- a large quadrangular fortress, within a broad ditch, at 
the head of the port — ^formerly the residence of kings, now 
occupied as barracks. The' only object of art it contains 
worthy of aay notiee, is a, tall, marble arch which contie^cts 
two old^ towers^ curiously StriU cjlaboirately ornamented with 
mitiute sculpture ; of which the taste is less to be admired 
than the quantity. The gates of tlys arch are. of thick bfass, 
highly ornamented with raised figures — ?aid such is tbe vene- 
ration -for historical circumstance, that a lai^e cannon ball is 
suiTered to remain in tbis door,! which iii some war had burst 
almost through, bulging and tearing open the thick brass hy 
which its force was exhausted. 

Although -the. chnrA of San Mdrtino 13 rituated within 
a short distance, back of Toledo or the main street, yet it is so 
high tip the mountain, and difficult of access, that to reach it 
by means of a carriage, we had to perfoftn a yerj long course 
out of town; and then back again up the mountain to the gi- 
gantic masses Qf r6ck and masonry which compose the Cas- 
tle of St.*Elmo^ thence, descending a little, we arrived at the 
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niQoaatery and church of St Martino, situated immediately 
below the castle, and overlooking the city and bay. 

This church, which on the outside might be mistaken for 
a poor house, in the inside is, perhaps^ the richest and most 
beautiful thing any where to be seen. It was built two hun* 
deed years ago, and is entirely covered with paintings and the 
richest incrustations of marble. The marble floors, walls, al- 
tars, and arches, in which the colours of yellow and brown 
prevail, are all inlaid with the most precious stones and mar- 
bles of every colour, in various fanciful figures; the whole 
highly polished, and as fresh as if just finished, uninjured by 
smoke or neglecrt. The church abounds, in sculpture, all by 
Foeariy statues, busts,, groups of angel children, and bassi re- 
lievr., One altar-piece of the latter is the mostextennve and 
beautiful composition in this way I have yet seen. In one of 
the. cb&pels are tiiree exquisitely beautiful pictures by Guido^ 
the last of his works^ and surpassing all others by the glow 
and harmony of the colouring. In another chapel are some 
beautiful frescos by Fincfglia^ as clear and fresh as if ju&t 
executed, which probably is not the case with any others in. 
all Italy, / . ' . 

From a rterrace, overlooking the convent garden, and from 
a balcony at the endjof the corrM{>rs of the convent, in two 
distinct views, you look down upon the^ city, which appears 
like a rough mass of stones, divided by several cracks, which 
are narrow streets: the unseen bustle in these openings sends 
up a confused rumbling of intermingled sounds. . The dis- 
tince is diversified by> Vesuvius and other mountains, pasties, 
j^alaCes, and the extensive bay. 

From this height we descended a street, formed chiefly Qf 
broad steps in a zigzag, course, which required half «n hour 
to reach the bottomT^-overtooking-, as we descended, a num- 
ber of terraced houses and delightful gardens, fronting on the 
bay. 

Again, entering the evei^feen and ever^elightfiil vtra]k$ of 
the Villa Realty and» passing its farthest iron gate-way^ we 
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remarked, for the first time, a number of the kind of poor idle 
people answering the description of Lazzaroni, chiefly men 
and boys, with a few women, without stockings or shoes, 
lounging in groups along the pathway and amusing themselves 
with various ga meg and careless gossip. \ But during'our whole 
stay in Naples, and in all our walks, notwithstanding the v<ron- 
derful accounts of the eighty thousand Lazzaroni, who live 
in the streets aodj public places, we could never be sure, 
among the various groups of ragged idlers, which, or whether 
any of them, were of the class called Lazzaroni. 

Not much farther out we reached the subterranean passage 
called the Grotto of Posilippo^ ^bo\e the entrance of which, 
built on the v^ry edge of what appears a cleft in the rocks, 
stands the tomb of Virgil.' To see this we had to ascend the 
mountain by a steep zigzag paved street, escorted by a troop 
of boys With n€(ked feet ?iind uncombed head«, each efieripg 
his services as guide or cicerone; but we^ncoaraged only the 
first applicant, who showed great atitiety that we should 
drive away aj] the others. When we reached >the old bat- 
tered gate, within which our object lay, by repeated knocks, 
inflicted by a lump of lava, an old woman was called, who 
unlocked the premises to us and our little cicerone, to the 
great disappointment of the noisy and envious urchins who 
were excluded, She conducted us up and down -a romantic 
garden, on the tops .and in the cavities of the rocks, among 
cabbages and caifliflow^rsy lettuce and radishes, mulberry 
trees, fig trees, and grape vines, down winding paths and st^s 
cut out of the. solid rock; till we reached the precipice before 
mentioned, on which stands the, old circular chamber sUp* 
posed to be the^tomb of Virgil. It appears certainly to have 
been a tomb, both by the external, and interriaUonpation'. 
The country seats on these, rocks, so singularly romantic, and 
conamapding so fine a prpspect of the bay, were, it is said, the 
favourite resort of the rich, and may have been the residence 
a^id burial plaqe of Vii^l. Before leaving the .garden we 
were condi^cted to a projecting spot, furnished with con ve- 
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nient seats; whence biie of the most beautiful views of Na- 
ples is obtained. 

After descending to the road again, we branched off a 
short distance to the subterranean passage, improperly called 
a. Grotto. It is really a tunnel cut through the moantain, 
about three quarters of a mile long, in some placqs fifty or 
sixty feet high, and wide enough for three carriages to pass 
abrealst, the whole well paved with lai^e masses of lava, and 
constantly lighted with eleven lamps, which are suspended 
in this vast gallery. It was, no doubt, a 'work at first intend- 
ed to effect a passage through the mountaiii, atid at the same 
time to obtain stone for building;' biit was not originally sd 
deep» as may be proved bjr the evidenccf of furrows^ made by 
the wheels of carriages, in successive rdws, descending in 
proportion as the excavation was made lower, to the level of 
the streets on the water's edge. Several carriages rolled theit 
thunder through these arches whilst we were within ; but v^e 
had no difficulty in avoiding 'them, as we could distinctly see 
them on the bright openings at either end, and by the lampd 
midway. Two herds of goats likewise passed, through, and 
some rough Neapolitan songsters, who iriade the' arches echo 
with their boisterous harmony and coarse laughfeiTi' 
' In the church of TrinitaMaggiore I was gratified by see- 
ing a fine and most extensive fresco painting by Solimeney 
representing Jleliodortis driven out of the Temple. This 
church is extremely rich in cplou'r^ed marbles and sculpture. 
In the dpen square opposite stand's a high, quadrangular, and 
grotesque obelisk, elaboitately carved with scfo}lsVmedaIlfODs, 
bassi relievi, cherubs, and statues, all in marble, but in a bad 
an(i costly style. • '^ 

In rambling frort this, we passed through some of thfe busy 
«ttefets, but little frequented by travellers, which afforded us an 
opportunity of seeing the people, as they live and work in dirt 
and darkness, though apparently healthy and happy. Here 
a poor ass fell ddwn under a heavy load^eut its side, and dis- 
located its hind leg* A? soon as the poor, man, who led him. 
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fiiaw this, he looked sadly, then sobbed aloud, and burst into 
the most piteous grief and lamentations, crying like a child, 
as he perceived that his fellow labourer was unable to move 
his limb* \ • 

Passing out of one of the gates of the city, between two 
great rouqd towers^, which occur at short intervals, interniin- 
gled with buildings which hide all the walls, we saw several 
carcases of dogsy and were told that persons are employed 
by the police, at night, to kill every dog they find at lai^, by 
knocking them down with thick clubs; and that recently ^ 
poor child, who wias lying asleep at o^e of ihe comers, was 
thus killed by being mistaken for a dog. 

Here we saw about a hundred merry washerwomen^ cma 
atone platfbnn or gallery a little, raised from tjfke jside of the 
street, washing their clothes in a streaniwhichv flowed in a 
broad stone channel, as yfiie and.as rapid as an ordinacy mill 
race. ' v . ■■-.•■..' 

The^, Neapolitans speak with great gesticulation, and mftke 
ase.qf m^ny actions and s^ns^ which bav^ a known meanihg 
even without the aid. of words. In a ^ide street we re- 
lAarked t>yo womeo conversing by signa^ obliquely across^ 
having a string passing from one window io the other, and at 
each end a belly with which to announce their desire to con« 
verse, which they eflectuallj do,iiotwhhstan(iing tbejnoise^ 
low and the distance above* (This, sortof intercourse is com*- 
mon^herer Another, from her little balcony at- her fifth 6t<»7, 
for almost every window has. its little iron balconyj was raising 
siofnething up in a little basket which sh^ had lewered to the 
ground to save herself, the trouble >>f descending. . 
' Macaroni and Naplies are almost synonymous. It is sur- 
prisiujg how much of this food is manufactured in the skirts 
of the city. Your atteqtiopf is invited to the article, by the 
quantities, of all dian^etenst cut into lengths of three feet, 
which are hung out on sticks to dry like thin candles. The 
filthy streets and. bouses in which this singular, tough, wire- 
drawn, tubular dough .was thus exposed, efiectUally sup- 
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pressed all desire ^o eat of it myself, but I was amused in 
seeing it eaten in \he streets at stalls^ where it is cooked 
and given out in platters to humble purchasers, who take 
it up with their fingers; and, stretching out their necks, 
with open mouth suck it in, in a most amusing manner. 

It is amusing to see mola&ses eandy manufactured in . the 
streets at little portable stalls, where.a man. is seen drawing 
out and plaiting his yellow Wax, until it acquires the bright* 
Bst colour, and a delicacy and brittl^nesd of texture to tempt 
many an Urchin purchaser. Molasses is one of the rarest 
articles in Italy, and seldom can be found in the shops. 

After witnessing the masses of beggaVy and Wretched- 
ness which constitutes a great proportion of the poptdation 
of Naples, you are tiot surprised that there should be. some 
institution for its alleviation; but when you jSnd yourself 
in front of the Albergo dei poveri, you see it a bright and 
magnifiicent palace. Its broad front covers a most extensive 
back fbundation acid court yard^ Only a part is finished; 
but that part is a vast building, containing seyeraf thousands 
of pobr men. Women, boys, and girls; who ait^fed, clothed, 
and taught to read, write, and cipher, and sfome useful art 
or trade* One school room that we entered was filled with 
boys who were learning the elenients of drawing. A num- 
ber of rooms were severally devoted to spinning, weaving]^ 
tailoring, shoe-making, &c.; the yOung learning from the 
old, and the whole under the charge of head workmen -a? 
directors. Immense corridors intersect the huildihg, and 
afford ample space for air and exercise, and there are great 
balls to eat and sl^ep in. Neater rooms, better" beds, and 
gdod blankets are |;iven to those boys, who by their con^ 
duct merit such a reward. " - 

From the windows of this hotel of the poor, we looked 
down into the beautiful walks 6f the JBotanicijrarden^ which 
is open at times to the piblic. 

We had some difficulty ih finding the Capc//brfi S. Sevtrbi 
which (externally his nothit)g of the appearance of a chlirch, 
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and within is only a small, rooiti; but one filled with notable 
oi;gects, some of which have gained extraordinary reputation. 
The figure of Modesty and that of :tbe Dead Christ are ,cer- 
tainly objects of some merit, in. as piuch as they are produc- 
tions of. considerable art, and great difficulty; yet I am im- 
pressed by them as imperfect efforts to accomplish what is 
entirely- beyond the province! of sculpture. The figure of 
Modesty, ubtwithsitandiDg the extravagant praise it has re- 
ceived, appears to' me to be a vain attempt to repres.ent the 
transparency of gauze. The dead body of Christ is some- 
thing better, as represent^ covered by a fine drapery. It is 
a nearer approach to nature, and in some parts ex,cellent]y 
represents the. form of the human body as perceived under a 
thiix and wet drapery, «ome parts of the figure being hid by 
thev:/(>lds, while it adheres ito pthers, so as to show the form 
as if, nothing were on itj but it is, fanciful to talk of the 
sweat of death. It is, said that Qanova offered to buy this 
statue for its weight in silver. It is not probable, as he copld 
easily have made pn6 quite as good. ... 

Tbfii statue by th,e sculptor §?/aVo/a, however, is one of 
the rarest productions of the chfsel. It represents Vice, 
enveloped in a net, loojcing earnestly at a, little boy, the Ge- 
nius of Re.ason, who is about to reheye him. , The face, bo- 
som, and one arm of the man are exposed ; the rest of his 

'figure is ^coyerod with .a net, which represents a cord httle 
more than a qu^sirter qf-an inch thick, tied into, knots, and 
formingmeshes al)9ut an inch arid a half wide. Th^ entire 
form of th^ nran is' represented beneath this network, and 
the net itself is completely cut out with all its folds, in some 

. parts touchipg the figure, and in others detached, waving, or 
siccqmulated in masses as it hangs frpni the head, back and 
ariT^s; altogether .forming the most elaborate and singular 
piece of sculpture that -can be imagined. 

The Cathedral of St. Januarius is generally described 
with gre^t minuteness as being founded oh an ancient temple 
of Apollo, of which it -preserves some records iir various c©- 
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lumns, that support the rich" ceiling of the chapel beneiath 
the great altar, and on each side of the chapel called the 
Treasury. An antique* vase of basalt, about four and a half 
feet diameter, is used as a baptismal font, being placed on a 
modern pededtal of granite^ and covered with a hood of 
marble. / 

This church, called Gothic, is'very slightly in imitation of 
that style, but it retains some portions, of an older church 
■which was Gothic. A statue in the subterranean chapel is 
said to be by Michael Angelo, of which the head is. good, but 
the drapery so bad, that I should doubt ita authenticity. 

From the body of the church, the archway which opens 
into the chapel of St. Januarius, is about twenty-five feet 
high, and is entirely filled up with immense brass work, 
the lower paft opening as doors, which cost thirty-five thou- 
sand ducats. As soon as the mass was over, a priest prof- 
fered his services to show us the paintings and precious ob- 
jects, which are kept under cover, or locked up. Four altar 
pieces, much valued as. the work of Domenichiiio, are, hke 
almost all his oil paintings, so vfery brown and dark, that we 
could perceive very little more than some good hes^ds and 
bad hands; the figures and countenances, however, are ani- 
mated by great expression. The cetling, by Za/i^onco, is 
much damaged, but the other frescos, by Dometoichino, are 
very fine and freahi 

In addition to the antique columns taken from the Temple 
of Apollo; the numerous broiize statues, the sculptured and in- 
laid marbles, and the highly wrought, beautiful gates which 
lead to the three great altars,— the chief wealth of the cha- 
pel consists in splendid silver candelabra and lamps, silver 
angels, and a silver frontispiece to the altar which cost twen- 
ty-four thousand dollars. This piece is a deeply sunken ta- 
blet, containing -figure b^hitid figure ih full alto relievo, on 
a ground of basso relievo, of most curious and elaborate 
workmanship. Only a part of these silver ornaments of the 
great altar was uncovered to us. Behind the altar we were 

9 
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shown the silver doors within which, secured bj four locks, 
are preserved the he^d and two phials of the blood of the 
guardian saint of Naples. . , 

- From this chapel we were conducted through the rich and 
gorgeous sacristy into a chamber, lined with laige cases^ 
which were opened to us. The veils were withdrawn, and 
by the light of a candle we were shown two entire statues, 
thirty-six cplgsdal busts or rather half statues, having the 
hands, and supported on great allegorical bases, all of silver; 
Nwhich afe displayed around the great altar on particular fes* 
tivals. 

' Directly opposite this chapel, across the body of the ca- 
thedral, we^entered the old churth of Si, Hestituia^ where 
we were shown other columns of the temple of Apollo and 
the ruinous mosaic on the ceiling of the bap'tistiy, which^ it 
is said, represents historical events; but their history to our 
eyes was nothing more than dark illegible, blotches. 

These churches and chapels are filled with ancient tombs 
and curiosities, which it would require a long time to examine; 
but with our guide, of whose Italian we understood but lit; 
tie, it , was difficult to make out what they, were. . I could not 
but be surprised that among the priesthood, we had found 
none acquainted with the French language. The priest who 
had acted as cicerone, did not refuse to receive our parting 
gift in return fer his politeness. 

For the purpose of visiting the Royal Palace, Capo cU 
Mbnte^ we again crossed the noble bridge of the Sanita ; as- 
cended the road, cut by order of Murat through great masses 
of' the rociky mountain, winding delightfully on its sides; and 
enjoyed the view of Naples with its country.seats in the dis- 
tance. This beautiful road reaches to the top of the nioun- 
tain in front of the palace* That edifice is delightfully situ- 
ated directly above the head of the bay, which, from this 
spot, in calm weather, presents its noblest ai^peGt. The pa- 
lace, chiefly built of lava, is not entirely finished ; but the 
apartments, occasionally Used by the king, are elegantly fur- 
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nished and embellished with some pilintings by modem ar<> 
tists, particalarly two lai^e historical pieces by Camucini 
and Landi of Rome^^^Ut I though the colouring t6o gay 
and unnatural^ and the tomposttidns disfigured by the ettrft- 
ragances of the theatre, and the peculiarities of ancient bas* 
so relievo. Here is a beautiful picture in tapestry fit>m the 
ihanafactare of the Gobelins at Parts, representing Admiral 
Coligiiy before the massacre of St. Bartholomew's day. In 
one of the rooms is a case filled with' birth-day presents to 
the king; and lan elegant table- supporting a sumptuous bird- 
cage, with globes for fishes, and gi^ tea for chat^oal fires. 
The room in whieh stands his writing table is filled with 
English prints of hunting scenes. 

The ofoservatory lis situated on this mountain;- wfaere^ from 
a balcony, we enjoyed a most deligbtful view of Naples; 
comprising the body of the town below,.. Vesuvius oo the left, 
and the mountainous castle of St. Elmo on the right. In the 
garden attached 'to. the observatory, on> the summit of the 
hill, we remarked jBome excavations, which showed, in the 
depth of SIX feetf with intermediate strata of soil, no less 
than sis layers of fine pumice stone deposited from the ir- 
ruptions of Vesuvius tnx^me remote periods of time. 

Another rainy day was "v^l employed in the Mu^eum^ ex- 
amining the antiquities of Herculaneum and Pompeii. We 
commenced with a collection of gold bracelets, chains, ear 
and finger rings, Ac, most of them rudely massive, particu- 
larly the bracelets, some of which consisted of a double row 
of rounded masses of gold, lik0 sections of bullets. In one 
case, by themselves, were the elegant brac^lets^, ear and fin- 
ger rings, and neck chain of a lady whose skull* and bones 
are shown in another room, together with impressions of va- 
rious parts of her figure in the matter by which sbe was 
smothered, in the villa of Diomedes at Pompeii.- She had 
taken refuge in a cellar from the falling ashes or fine pumice 
of the burning mountain, but by a reflux of the sea, which a 
torrent of lava had driven back, the pumice became a wave 
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of mud, and, pouring down the windows of the cellar, orer- 
'wbehhed her and some others of the family. 

Another case contains a curious collection of eatables, 
which, liaving been suddenly surrounded with melted red hot 
lava that flowed into the stores, chambers, and kitchens of 
Herculaneum, were Converted into charcoal The atmos- 
pheric air being ^^xcluded till the lava cooled, prevented the 
articles being reduced to ashes. In no other manner could 
such delicate substances have been preservM for such' a 
length of time. Here is seen the charcoal form of a loaf 
of bread, neatly fashioned into radiating lobes, on one of 
which is impressed the baker^s name ; a plate of eggs, or 
rather egg-shells, sonie of which are Qpt broken^ retain^Jtheir 
natural whiteness ; preserved in glass vases are samples of a 
great variety of carbonized articles, foutld in stores ..s^nd pri- 
vate houses; a thread ^et for boiling cabbages; figs, prunes, 
olives, dates, nuts of various kinds; retaining the most mi- 
liute characteristics of thdr external forms, though all re- 
duced to one quality of imperishable charcoal. 

In the room where those articles are, is a magnificent Ca- 
meo, said to be the largest in tbeworld, wrought out of a sin- 
gle piece of agate, about nine or te^ inches in diameter. It 
is a composition of seven figures, representing the apotheosis 
of the. first. Ptolemy -—white figures on a brown ground. The 
piece of agate was so selected as to enclose a white vein 
down to which the artist had to cut, leaving a circular border 
as a frame, and working his figures out of the white, relieved 
by the deeper mass of brown.. The brown base continues 
to the back, on which. is wrought a fine Medusa's head. The 
frame part consists of the most beautifyl veined agate. I 
never could look at this splendid combination of nature and 
art, without an extraordinary emotion of delight It was 
found at Rome,< in th^ tomb of Adrian. It stands in an erect 
position, in the middle of the room, under a glass case, and 
has a screw and pinion to turn it round. 

A bucket, mortar, basins, skellets, mugs, cups, &c., all of 
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silver, richly ornamented with bassi jrelievi, fill another case. 
Among the ornaments of gold> is a beautiful little mode} of a 
lady's reticle, like those of the present day. IJere are, also, 
a variety of- colours, such as were used in fresco paintiBgi 
which lyere found in pots in a painter's shop at Pompeii. 

One chamber is filled with a vast vdrioty of articles ma4e 
of glass, of which substance it was supposed the ancients 
were ignorant, consisting of plates for window .lights, botjtles, 
jars, mugs, phiaU, dishes, cups^ lamps, (fcc. Some only blown 
into their shape?^, others moulded, and some afterwards ground. 
These glasses are of every possibje form, and have a. beauti- 
ful motber-ofrpearl appearance, occasioned by the beat to 
which they have been subjected. One of them has been 
carefully cjeaned, and-^is found to be precisely like. our com- 
mon green glass ; yet there are some articles of peffeetljr 
wbit^, or rather cplourleds, glass, Md others of a fine deep 
blue;. There is a great assortn)ent of little glass pbials, of the 
kind which it is customary to cdil lacrffmatorieSj, which were 
found in a shop in Pompeii. Aa ietttempt to. catch the tears 
of grief in these slender^mouthed vessels, would effectually 
disturb the sentiment and rj^strai.n , the fiopd. |t is much 
more reasonable to believe that these little vessels, whether 
of glass or earthenware, which are found in sepulchral vases, 
were used for odoriferous liquids. Here, also, are several 
lai^e glass, vases', of a globular form, found in tombs contain- 
ing bones and ashes of thie4dead-^— a rude. kind of caster, marde 
of lava^ containing twabottles-^several glass vases of nli^ed 
colours, black and white, the white being in oblong blotthes 
^—tumblers of<a long shape^ with raised knobs or d^pres^ed 
grooves, or else indented at four opposite, sides into great ca- 
vities-^and a hexagon plate with flat edges* the bowl resem- 
bling our sbup plate, moulded and perfectly well ground. 
Altogether there are two thousand six hundred specimens of 
glasses. In the same room a case contains a variety of objects 
of wrought rock xrystal, a spoon, necklace, &c. A series- of 
rooms is appropriated to articles of kitchen furniture; there are 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 , NOTES 0» TTALY^ 

varioui portable fire-rplapes, most of which have hollow bor- 
ders to contain watervwhich was kept hotby die fire (proba- 
blj charcoal) used in cooking, and,:at the same time, prevent*- 
cd the fire-place from becoming red hot, while the water was 
drawn t>ff, by a 6top-<ockvat one side; cylindrical fiimaces, 
aho double, to hold water, with Aikettle, fitting into the top, 
for boiling and stewing; brass steW-pans, lined, with silver, 
and pot^ of every si2e and shape^t many of which ar^ of so- 
Hd silver, butgenei^Uy ef brass, lined- with silver, as if the 
Unwh<4eB<Hheness of braiss and copper was known; one hun- 
dn^ and forty hrooze candelabra about foupfeet high; con- 
fectionary mouldis of various and beautifal forms ; .strainers 
with silver bottoms, finely and beaudfuUy pierced ; an ele- 
gant hand4anthorh; a variety of brolfize' scales and weights 
of stone; aiid' steelyards, the weights of which r^resent busts 
of men and Womeii ; atid lanips of every size 4nd pattern, 
suspended on tripods, in grbaps of various forms, and larger 
massive lamps 'that were hung in halls and passages. 

The next roosi contains about two thousand articles of 
bronze, many of which wete found in temples, and used ii» 
{he ceremonies. of sacrifice, consisting, of large and elegant 
va^es and disbe8,inlaid with 8ilver;*a multitude of little domes- 
tie or portaUe gods ; a tea urn, exactly like tiboseof our limes, 
with a tube in. the centre to hold a hot in>n> surrounded by 
the water ;: a handsome wconsoiar chair^ couches,, and seats^ 
honour, which have served as patterns for the modem tk- 
sbions ef Paris; a water bucket', the -handles of Which, in 
two s^gments,.htnged at the centre, constitute an ornaipental 
rim, stodded with silver; -and a great variety of mugs, &c, 

A dark room contains many corious and some elegant sjpe- 
chnens x^ anripiir — helmets^ breast-plates, shields^ axes, 
spears, lock!,- nails^ binges, &€., of iron and bronze j and iron 
stocks, in which were found the legs, with the skeletons, of 
three men, who. must have been suffering this punishment 
when the city of Pompeii was destroyed. A splendidly 
wrought helmet, found in Hercolafieum, and weighing ^rty- 
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three poands, too laiige and heavy for use, is supposed to haye 
beeu made for -some ornamental purpose; the hi^-raised 
figures on it represent the Trojan wan 

Eleyond these are various musical instruments, of bronze,, 
ivory, and bone; tables of laws deeply cut in brass; iiory tic- 
kets of admission to the theatre; dice; brass fish-hooks ; re* 
tides of ivory and bronze, belonging to a lady^s toilet table ; 
bronze mirrom, &c* 

Finally^ other apartments are filled with an immense, 
elegant, and varied collectipn of vases, mad.e of baked clay, 
of all. sizes, and in every imaginable form, ornamented with 
figul:es, many of wbiiDh are beautifully outlined^ and descrip^ 
tive of histories, fables^ and festivals* These vases served as 
articles of decoration in dwelling^houaes, and we're afterwards 
entombed with their owners, as^ representefl in small toodeb 
of tombs, in the same apartment Two of these vases are 
very larger and the figures on them drawn with great beauty 
and accuracy; they were purchased for this cabinet for ele- 
ven hundred dollars, and one other for no less than four thou* 
saind five hundred dollars* Here are various drinking cup8» 
shaped like tfa^ heads of sheep, horses, and birds. 

The Walls of two lai^ apartments, on the ground floor^ 
are covered with fresco paintings^ taken firom Pompeii. One 
of the nxMns Contains such pieces as were procured on the 
first discovery of the mysterious, (^ity; which, happeni^ to 
be in apart inhalnted by tradesmen, did not furnish the most 
elegant specimens of the arts. The. judgments which were 
conseqv.enlly propagated from one anttqoariao critic to ano- 
ther, were unfavourable to, the ancient painters, who were 
pronounced inferior to cotemporary sculptors, and ignorant 
of groupitig, foresbortetnog, and perspective. Later, and es-. 
pecially recent excavations, or rather disinterments, havie for- 
tunately been-in a direction across tbe^ vineyard to a m6re 
sumptuous portion of the city, where splendid temples^ halls- 
injustice^ •theatres, and spacious dwellings gave occasion for 
the >be8t employment of the arts* Here not only the finest . 
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statues have been founds but fresco paintings of great excel- 
lence and beauty; .particularly fout of a square form, on a 
circular ground, (forining part of a circular' room,) which are 
of uncommon merit, and most decisively indicate the high 
state of painting, as it was practised in Greece and Italy at 
the same period when these statues were executed, which 
evinced such perfect knowledge of the human form and the 
principles of grouping. The best of these paintings have been 
only recently dis'covered, and prove ihat the ancient patnt^ 
ers were perfectly acquainted with the rules of perspective 
and foreshortening.' I have no doubt, from these beautiful 
^jorks, done on walls, mbstly by inferior artists, that, on other 
occasions, as in moveable pictures, their best painterjs must 
have painted in a manner to correspond "Vyith the high rank 
of their sculpture, and the extraordinary atocounts given of 
them by cptemporary writers. : ^ 

These specimens of ancient fresco painting 'hive been cut 
out of the wallsi where they were executed, with great care, 
aind transported here in strong cases, ^which serve as frames^. 
When first founds they are pale and dull; but, on being yar- 
ilished, their colours are brightened tip' t6 their pristine hues, 
and exhibit to the astonished" eye every stroke of the brush, 
slightly indenting the fresh mortar, which was given by^bands 
that perished, with the gehius that directed them, nearly eigh- 
teeen hundred years' ago, yet appearing as the rich and mel- 
low pencilKng of yesterfay. Most of ihemi are taken frond 
shops and' ordinary houses, and represent all kinds of objects, 
drawn with remarkable spirit and truth* Marty of the better 
kind served to decorate apartments in which there were no 
windows, where they must havte been executed, and after- 
wards seen only by lamp-light; But the best were found in 
the porticos of open, court-yards, or on the walls' of dining- 
rooms or saloons. In looking closely into these, 1 wafe, sur- 
prised to find such spirited execution and knowledge of ana^- 
tomy, Combined with the'mosi: exquisite beauty, perfection of 
drawing, colourin'^, and expre^^ion of character. 
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January Mth, . 

This being the first clear day, when we could depend on 
tbe continuance of fair weather, it was decided to go at an early 
hour to Pompeii. We, therefore, took carriage and proceed- 
ed along tbe water side, describing a senucircle round the head 
of the bay, on a well-paved road, through a continuous succes- 
sion of houses which served to connect the villages of Resina,- 
Pprtiei, Torre del Greco, and Torre del Annunciata. On one 
side^ the morning siin glittered froni the broad surface 6f the 
tranquil bay, and, on the other, rose to the volcanic mountain 
a soil of great fertility, in the highest state of cultivation, and 
producing the greatest abundance of every kind of vegetable, 
^s if it were summer. 

Great droves of fat black h(^ were 6n tbe road to Naples, 
and a multitudinous succession of peasants, brown as Indians, 
and ragged and patched as beggars, were merrily driving their 
provision-loaded asses to market. In every village, swafms 
of lazy, idle people filled the streets and market places, and 
the most importunate beggars beset the carriage, scampering 
alongside to a great distance^ affecting the greatest misery un- 
til they discovered we were aware pf their artifices ; when 
they would, still run on, and strive, by amusing tricks, to ex- 
tort some contribution. 

At Portici the road passes through the court-yard of the 
palace ; but we could riot stop t0 see the apartments, which- 
are still preserved as they were furnished and occupied by 
the unfortunate Murat and his tasteful queeii. The curiosi- 
ties of Herculaneum and Pompeii were prcJseirvecl and exhi- 
bited here, before they were removed to the noble depository 
of the arts, established by the policy of the present king. 

10 
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At length we approached Pompeii, covered, as it still is ia 
great part, with the cinders of Vesuvius, and . coated with a 
cultivated soil, resembling a regular and extensive bank or 
elevated plain. This is surrounded by a lower plain, not 
much above the level of the sea, which formerly flowed to 
the wdUs; but the ashes, which made one great mound of the 
cHy, filled up the neighbouring waters, and over them there 
is now a rich and productive soil. 

The e3|cavatioh, or rather uncovering of Pompeii, com- 
menced on the side next to Naples^^ Here live. a soldier and 
his family, employed by the government fits guardians of the 
city and guides to those who visit it We entered on a level 
with the road; fifteen or twenty feet lower than the hill or 
bank which has been removed to clear out the- streets and 
houses. This removal has been effected to scarcely one-third 
of the whole extent. The residue is still a vineyard with 
farm houses over streets an|d builditigs yiet to be explored. 

The first bouse which was shown to us was the FtUa qf 
Diotnedes^ of considerable extent, comprising a variety of 
apartments and gardens. We descended into his wine cellar, 
where there stiU remain some of the jars that contained his 
wine; In this spacious cellar seventeen skeletons were found, 
probably persons of his family who had sought this place for 
safety. They wiere smothered and entombed, with all their 
ornaments of gpl4 upon them, by the flood of hot i^ater and 
ashes, which had evidently flowed in through the little win- 
dows where light had been admitted, &nd where the traces of 
the fluid may still be seen. 

We |)assed through tlie suburbs, on each side of whose 
narrow streets are walls with doors leading to small enclo- 
sures, as burial places/ Some of these having elegants tombs 
of sculptured marble, rising high above the walls^ and cover- 
ing little chambers, where, in small niches, wer^ found ; the 
vases of glass and porcelain whioh are now preserved in the 
Museum at Naples. 

We entered the gate-way of the silept city, and remained 
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sopae moments oarselves in syntpatbetic silence ; we occu- 
pied the pavement of the deserted street, and examined the 
farrows made in the hard gray lava, by carriage wheels^ 
nearly eighteen centuries ago ; we stood on the raised foot- 
way, and could not forbear looking up and down, as if to 
be assured of the fact that there remained no inhabitants to 
be thus accommodated ; we stopped at the fountains which 
were conveniently situated where several streets meet; we 
looked into the shops ^here . wine and oil or other com- 
modities had been sold ; we entered the rooms where still 
.stood the hand-mills for grinding corn, and the ovens^ close 
by, for baking breads and saw the very jars which contained 
the meal. 

The bouses were generally of only one story, though, in a 
few instances, we found a small stair-Way leading to spme upper 
apartments* They consist of a great many small rooms sur- 
rounding a court-yard, with a kind of piazza all around, as a 
protection aga\nst the sun and rain. This shed must have 
very much obscured the light, which was hot admitted from 
the streets, unless sky lights were used, which was probably 
often the case; though it is commonly .believed that as no signs 
of windows appear, outside or inside, that the light was only 
admitted by the door. In the^ shops, the whole front was 
open ; a fashion which still prevails in the old cities of Italy. 

Some of the streets which appear to have been subject to 
overflow by sudden showers, are furnished with broad oval 
stepping stones, worn smooth by crossing on them. We felt 
an impulse to tread in the footsteps, apparently so recent, of 
the ancient Pompeiians; and t& examine the marks of carriage 
wheels between these stones, which attracted little notice 
^hen they were made, but which now serve to prove that 
the wheels of the ancient carriages, or cars, were only four 
feet apart. 

Many private houses were accommodated with conveni- 
ences for hot and cold bathing; but we were conducted 
through two which were for the public use, one of which 
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must have been very elegant, the arched ceilings being richly 
decorated with paintings and bassi relievi in stucco. Beneath 
a sky-light opening, the broken window glass was found, 
which, I believe, was the first evidence of glass being used 
by the ancients for that purpose. Here are convenient fur- 
naces for boiling the water,.and tubes to conduct it into the 
various chambers, places to undress in, and steps to descend 
into the cisterns. The walls are hollow, probably for the 
passage of hot air, the inner lining being made of thin bricks 
built up on their edges; and there are passages under the Mp- 
saic pavements for hot water or steam. 

In two private court^yards we were shown gaily decorated 
fountains, in alcoves or niches, curiously and elaborately or- 
namented with mosaic and shell-work, the shells being jn per- 
fect preservation. The leaden pipes, by which these foun- 
tains were supplied with water, afford satisfactory evidence 
that the ancients were not ignorant of the fact that water 
seeks its level, as was for a long time supposed,, from the cost- 
ly aqueducts which they constructed over valleys and plains. 

We were conducted to a spot where workmen are now 
busy in the labour of excavation; but they work like men in 
the public employ, slow and sure. The street is first cleared 
out, and the fine pumice stone, resembling wet ashes, care- 
fully scraped out of the houses^that nothing may be injured, 
and then carted away. » When the walls are found daniaged, 
they are repaired with tl^e old materials, but fresh cement, 
and roo& are constructed oyer such portions as require to be 
protected from the weather. 

The n>08t extensive and elegant dwelling-house was unco- 
rered about four months ago, in Jhe court-yard of which 
stand the remains of a great chesty which was of wood cased 
with iron. It contained gold and silver. Over, one of the 
door-ways is a beautiful painting of an Hermaphrodite and 
Satyr. This house has three courts, two of which are sur- 
rounded vrith halls, eating-rooms, bed-rooms, kitchens, baths, 
&c. 
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We looked into many shops, the counters of which were 
incFusted with bits of marble of various colours fitted around 
the narrow mouths of large earthen jars, which were imbed- 
ded in. solid brick work, to hold oil and wine. Sometimes 
there were little shelves, like steps, covered with marble, 
upon which small articles were displayed close to the win- 
dow. ^ 

- We were now conducted to a more splendid part of the 
city, where halls of justice, temples, theatres, and public gar- 
dens, demonstrated the wealth and taste of the inhabitants. 
Here we were shown the Temple of Fortune; its steps were 
clean washed by a recent shower; the rusty vestiges of iron 
showed that it had been enclosed with a railing and gate-way, 
which was the case with other buildings. The Pantheon, 
the Temple of Mercury; the Temple of Jupiter, the Temple 
of Venus, were all ascertained by statues found in th^n. 
The basilica, or great hall of justice, was an oblong hall. of 
great size^ surrounded inside with noble colunrns, which, from 
their size, must have supported a loiEty roof. At the fiirther end 
was an elevated throne, on which th^ judges sat; and beneath 
it a chambei", where three skeletons of men were found, fas- 
tened by flieir legs to the iron stocks which we had seen in 
the Museum at Naples. . * 

One of the most interesting of the temples was that of Isis, 
with its thra^ altars for sacrifice; its receptacle for the sacred 
ashes of the burnt-offerings, and^-i^ia|erior chamber which 
contained . the idol. In ^he back part of hie building is a large 
roorn^ where was found' a table spread out with various arti- 
cles of food and the decorations of . a feast, of which the 
priests had not time to partake when the irruption of Vesu- 
vius interrupted them ; though ^11 did not escape, as several 
skeletons were found in the room. 

From 'the public promenade we entered the tragic and fhe 
comic theatres ; walked over the stone seats, now moss- 
stained ; looked on the shallow stage, which allowed no sce- 
nic effect; stood in the prompter's central niche, and' read 
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the names of the managers recorded in ^mosaic letters on the 
pavement in front of the orchestra-; but its best scnlptaral de- 
corations had been removed to the .museum. . 

From this spot, to conclude our stirvey, we ascended to, and 
were conducted over extensive fields, through vineyards* and 
plantations of trees, no doabt covering the most wealthy, and 
it is supposed the most populous portion of the city, to the op- 
posite extremity, whf re stands the great Amphitheatre, from 
within and around which the earth ia entirely removed, show- 
ing its external arches and entrances, its interior passages and 
stairs,' and its ranges of seats for the accommodation of tea 
thousand persons, all surrounding iaih immense oval arena for 
Charcot races and the combats of gladiators and wild beasts. 

We found our carriage waiting at the extremity of the 
Pompeiian m6un'd, opposite to that sit which we had entered, 
surrounded by a crowd of beggars, wfao^ as soon as we Had 
settled with our extortionate gqides, commenced their claims 
by the display of every deformity^ accompanied by all the 
notes of unbarmoniious misery, resolutely standing in front of 
the wheels or hoIdii% on by the doors to compel us to a con- 
tribution. ' 

In passing on the level road, around the mound, it was vefy 
apparent that the whole elevation was occasioned by the mass 
of houses. The surrounding plain must have been raised in 
a- corresponding degree so as rto encroach upon the water, 
which, inst^d of reaching the walls, is now a mile distant. 

The destructive shower of ashes or cinders which fell on 
this spot was not accompanied by lava, which was prevented 
flowing so far by an intervening hillock. As we returned to- 
wards Naples, and i^in approached Vesuvius, we looked 
with renewed wonder at the' hi^ed masses of black lava 
which had poured from the mountain and spread over the 
plain below, having overwhelmed everything in its tourse to 
the depth of -fifteen or twenty feet, and sometimes terminating 
in abrupt promontories proj^ting into the sea. Wherethese 
masses of lava have' been quarri^, to use it for building or 
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paving stones, we perceived the solid and unifoim texture of 
the lower portion to conimerice a foot or two from the sur- 
fitce, which is of a black, ruggied,,and wild aspect. This up- 
per crust b used in the neighbourhood in niakii^ walk or di^ 
vision fences, whilst the lower masses have furnished paving 
stones for Naples and all the neighbouring country, and solid 
foundations for many buildings. The kidg^s palace is chiefly 
composed of it, even in its interior and ornamented parts. . 
' It was impossible to remain long in Naples without an in- 
creasing astoiiishment at the quantity of lava employed for 
pavii^ and building.. Nor could we travel over Hercula- 
neum, a city buried beneath a rock of lava, which had flowed 
out of Vesuvius in liquid red hot streams; or trace the 
dark ridges of it which marked the sides of the mountain, 
spread over the plain below, and projected into the sea;, with- 
out Wishing te examine so tremendous an engine of destruc- 
tion, and to look into the mountain, out of whic|i bad flowed 
more nmtter than would be required to heap up one yet 
greater. 

For several days a greater appearance of^ smoke than usual 
was remarked on Vesuvius, bi)t the rains which had pre- 
vailed since our ariival, prevented our undertaking the ex- 
cursion. But another clear day occurring, bur party started 
at eleven o'clock, and following our former course around the 
head of the bay, soon arrived at Resina, where we were be- 
set with a crowd of asses, all saddled for themountain, upon 
which their owners in a most litdicrous and boisterous man- 
ner tried to force us from our carriage, whilst one of our 
party was in search of. a guide whom he knew; in the mean- 
while the rest of us were so hemmed In that we could scarce-t 
Ijr extricate ourselves. It was thirty years since % had been 
mounted on the back of any thing like a horse, my son was. 
therefore much diverted to see me on a ragged jackass, ^which, 
however^ with an occasional hint from my heek, or a thump 
from theguide, and the grant which is addressed ;to asses, 
carried nie very well up a rough and winding road, interrupt- 
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ed by steps, and too much covered with rugged stones, al- 
tikojx^ not too steep to answer as a carriage way. 

About half way, our guide stopped at a farm house, the 
last at that elevation, and supplied himself with some bottles 
of wine and torches. 

Between two side walls; enclosinjg vineyards, and through 
deep gullies in the mountain, the asses, with steady backs 
and qutck moving feet, wound their way for four miles to 
the Hermitage; a curious rough old building situated on a 
small flat surface of the ridge so elevated as to be above the 
floods of lava which have surrounded its base. On this spot 
there are a few large trees, which is not the cas^ with any 
other part of the mountain, and asmall burying ground, con-, 
taining the remains of those who have in times past officiated 
for the accommodation of the curioas traveller. . 

No person appearing to receive us when we* had hitched 
our asses, our guide conducted us into the stone structure, 
which had borrowed neither- r^larity, beauty, nor comfort 
from the design of an architect; we mounted the steep nar- 
row steps of rude stone, passed through a small ball where 
several large tables servc^conipanies to eat from or to sleep 
on, into a small rough payed chamber, where a map and 
some poor prints spotted the wall, and a bench and some 
rush bottomed chairs enabled us to sit round the coarse table 
to partake of a fresh made omlet, some brown bread and 
cheese, a few little apples, and a bottle of the famed wine 
called lacryma christiy of no peculiar merit Onder the 
orders of the resident monk, these things were furnished by 
a soldier who acted as waiter — ^no female- residing on the 
premises. The hermit monk has fio.ether companions than 
some soldiers who are stationed here, for the protection of 
visiters against robbers amid the wildernesses of lava. 
. In half an hour we again mbunted our beasts, and ad- 
vanced along the ridgCywbich narrowed to a point as we 
approached the cone of the mountain. At this point a cross 
is ere<;ted, to which, in times of eruptions, the head of St. 
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Januarius is carried in solemn procession, and from it are 
seen the barren masses of lava, divei]ging on each side, i^ich 
at different periods have poured in red hot slo.w-rolling cur- 
rents from the caldron mountain* Some of these masses 
had abruptly terminated in the midst of cultivation, carrying 
horrid waste and desolation in their course, as you might 
judge by those portions of the rich fields, which the flood 
did not reach, terminating in black rough rolls, in every tor- 
tuous shape, to the thickness of six feet The guide pointed 
out the currents of the various celebrated eruptions, which 
could be diatinguised by their colour, the most ancient ^being 
of the palest gray, and the most recent of the darkest hue. 
From this the gutdes and asses found their way through a wil- 
derness of laya and ravines of cinders, till we reached the 
base of the oone; frequently passing by huge rocks which 
bad been thrown out of the crater; and one spot, where 
smoke issued from among the small stones, too hot to be 
b6me, on thrusting the fingers in. 

There we dismounted to commence the task of climbing, 
which, though not so bad as is generally represented, was 
sufficiently fatiguing, and required more than half an hour. 
It was like climbing a hill, composed of small gravel, sloping 
in the degree in which it would naturally rest if heaped up. 
These loose dry particles gave way beneath the short steps 
which it was necessary to take; but the ascent was rendered 
comparatively easy by numerous firm stones, upon which we 
could occasionally tread, the whole way up. 

As we ascended the cone, the view of Naples and the sur- 
rounding country became more and more extensive, com- 
prising all the islands, the remote coast, the distant moun- 
tains^ and numerous villages. But when we reached the 
top, what was our disappointment to find the. crater ^filled 
with mist and smoke, which became more dense every mi- 
nute. A raw wind blew against the mountain, from which 
we foui)d a shelter by lying down on the inner declivity, 
which had a gentle slope of ten 'or twelve feet in breadth to a 

11 
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rock \vhich overhung the perpendicular precipice of the 
great crater. The moment we had attained the summit, the 
noise which issued from the cloud-covered abyss became 
most singular and awfully grand, resembling the combined 
sounds of thunder, cannon, musquetry, the isui^es of the sea 
anK>ng rocks, and the rattling of sheets of copper violently 
shaken. These noises were produced by an incessant irrup- 
tion from a small cone at the bottom of the great crater — 
fronx time to time a more copious eruption of red hot stones 
would disperse and dissolve the cloud for a moment or two, 
and show us the interior cone from which it issued, and the 
streams of lava running' around its base. 

One of our company had boldly descended with a guide 
into the crater by winding round the edge, some distance 
from the low rock on which we were placed, to a spot where 
a passage could be effected among the perpendicular cliffs 
down to the shelving iind more level surface with^i the great 
crater, and around the inner cone. We heard bis voice from 
beneath the misty veil far below us, under a. precipice of 
rocks on the edge of which we remained, whilst the cloud 
gjrew more, dense and night ^vas fost approaching. We be* 
came alarmed for his safety^and the guide who remained 
with us exerted his utmost voice, contending with the roar 
and rattle of the fiery crater, to call him back. At length 
our friend returned bringing wilh him three pieces of lava^ 
into each of which be had thrust a d9llar, and separated 
each portion with bis stick from the stream of lava which 
flowed at his feet 

. His delay prevented our earlier descent from the regioA of 
cloud. In the meanwhile two other, companies had arrived 
with whom we lingered a little longer, and just as we were 
giving up all hopes of having a satisfactory view, the cloud 
suddenly passed away, disclosing the whole circumference of 
the crater. We found it to consist of vast perpendicular rocks 
on all sides, with some oblique slopes winding under the 
cliffs, permitting a dangerous descent into the crater for the 



Digitized by 



Google 



IfOTBS ON ITALY. 83 

few who are so adventurous as to attempt it. Not far with* 
in the^e cMSs is the deepest part of the crater, about fifteen 
hundred feet, from which rises the inner cone, made by small 
but continual irruptions of red hot stones and Java. The 
outer crater is said to be about a mile and a third in diame- 
ter — ^while the inner one \s about fifty feet. From this we 
witnessed a rapid succession of discharges, from sixty to 
eighty in a minute, accompanied by the noise I have before- 
described; and every four or five minutes a great explosion 
which threw up quantities of red hot stones and liquid 
lava, nearly a» high as the top of the odter crater, falling on 
the fnner cone; — during' the whole time the lava was running 
down the sides, in four distinct streanfis, poured out like 
melt^ iron, aind spreading over the whole extent of the in- 
ner crater. 

These subline fire-works illuminated the whole circumfe- 
rence -of the trater, and, t^rith the vast volumes of smoke 
whose immense Co|umn rose far- above it, produced a most 
magnificent and impressive spectacle, from which we were 
reluctant to part, notwithstanding the lateness of the hour. 
Our guides at length struck a fire, l^hted their torches, and 
selecting a part of the cone the most yielding to the feet, ran 
jumping down- followed by the whole party in a string like 
a parcel of wild boys — ^the gravel fillingotxr shoes, and even 
getting into our boots. It is the general custom thus to hur- 
ry down in two or three minutes a slope, that takes mote 
than half an hour to ascend — but it is a foolish and unsafe 
practice, on account of the occasional lai^e stones, by which 
1 was several times thrown down and my ankles were strained, 
embarrassed as I was with a cloak, and following in the sha- 
dow of those who rushed before me after the torches. 

At the foot of the cone, we found the soldier that accom- 
panied us from the hermitage, and one who had come with 
the other parties, together with a- boy who had charge 6f the 
asses— all round a little fire. The whole party being mount- 
ed, preceded by the guides, and escorted by the gens-cP- 
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armes^ we gave loose reins to our sagacious beasts, and re- 
turned safely through the wilderness of lava, passing to the 
right and left, up and down, as the asses thought best; and 
holding in pur toes for fear of being dismounted by projecting 
crags of lava. When we reached. the shelter of the hermit- 
, age, we wartned ourselves by a goo'd fire, inscribed oor names 
in the great album, paid our fees to the soldiers and the priest, 
and then continued down the long-winding rough way, not to 
say road, to Resina; where again our purses were called forth 
for guides and torched. 

As our carriage rattled over the pavement of Portici, and 
we reflected that a great city lay buried beneath us, we could 
not forbear a solemn silence, while we occasionally cau^t a 
view of the red cloud which hung over the awful mountain. 

^^ Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof." The trouble at 
our arrival, with trunks and passports, was as much as could 
well be borne at the time. After recovering froiii this vexa- 
tion, we were better prepared for that of obtaining permission 
of residence; firsts for five days, then for one month; and, 
now that we are desirous of getting away^ we find the pro- 
cess of recovering our passports, and getting a new one'tb 
leave the kingdom, with the signatures of our consul, the po- 
lice officers, the niinister of state^ and, finally, the Roman ec- 
clesiastical €onsul,-^demands an additional sacrifice of time, 
fatigue, and money. 
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January 2Bih. 



Having seen in Naplea as much as the long succession of 
bad weather would well permit, we engaged seats in a veta- 
rina, a coach returning to Florence, to take us to Rome. But 
the driver, who was owner of the carriage and three bors^p, 
and who spoke French, which was a motive with us for go- 
ing with him, had sold his carriage and horses, and we fodnd 
ourselves at daylight, on the road from Naples, und^r the gui- 
dance of the new purchaser, a snug, young, leather-breeched 
postillion, who spoke nothing but broad Italian, and knew no- 
thing of the country but the course of the road — ^yet be turned 
out to be quiet^ careful, and obliging. 

From Naples to Capua and St Agatha, we passed over a 
a country generally level, highly cultivated, and covered 
with trees, between which, like ropes suspended on hi^, 
were abundance of grape vines. The road was lined 
with a numerous succession of asses, with ragged, patched, 
and grunting drivers, carrying provisions to the citj. We 
slept in a good inn, and were well treated at St Agatbaf, 
whence, to Terracina, our road lay trough a level country* 
having the Mediterranean on one side, and a ridge of moun- 
tains near us on the other. We enjoyed our meridian break- 
fast at the Villa of Cicero. It has been an elegant country 
seat, and commands a beautiful view of the bay and the neigh- 
bouring villages. The great stair-way is of black marble, and 
a lage upper hall is painted in the «tyle of the buildings at 
Pompeii. A large garden is filled with luxuriant orange trees, 
with whose fresh fruit we concluded our repast 

Before our carriage was f eady to start, we walked forward 
over a very pleasatat road, enjoying the rare treat of a warm 
sunshine and fine prospect, on both sides of the road, of de- 
lightfiil valleyS) till we came to the ruins of an ancient tomb. 
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supposed to be that of Cicero. An old gardener gave us en- 
trance from the road into the field where it stands. We 
walked through the slippery ihud, among humble cabbages, 
to the foot of this dilapidated monumental tower, whose cre- 
vices were filled with the roots of picturesque shrubs and 
vines. The old man showed us how we might climb the 
broken and massive stones of the pedestal to an upper cham- 
ber, constructed chiefly of very small bricks, the arched roof 
being supported by a square pillar in the centre. The lower 
apartment had a modern wooden door, of which he had not 
the key. 

The marshy lands began long before we reached Terracina, 
where we eat and slept, after two hours detention ^t the cus* 
tom-house, occasioned My the examination, weighing, and 
plumhing of a quantity of commercial articles belonging to a 
carriage which had previously arrived; our examination was 
then prompt and polite. 

From Terracina to Villetri our road lay across the cele- 
brated Pontine Marsbed, with a range of mountains on our 
right. The road, which is a very fine one, is made, for the 
most part, on ihe solid ground; sometimes, however, crossing, 
between two points^ a portion of the marsh: at our left hand 
was a canal, with a rapid stream of water, made by embank- 
ments, raised above the level of the marshes, and passing into 
the sea by a transverse canal. Numerous canals and ditches 
have rendered the greatest portion of these marshes capable 
of cultivation^ especially the higher parts towards Rome. 
The tracts unreclaimed present a desolate scene of what is 
called with us drowned lands. Near the termination of these 
Pontine Marshes, in a lai^e massive rough building, called 
Tre Ponti, we rested some tedious hours, and tried to amuse 
ourselves looking at the herds of blact bufialoes which were 
grazing on the marshes. Some English travellers who had 
stopt here, accoutred as sportsmen, were better enjoying them*- 
selves with dog and gun in ranging the muddy fields. From 
this to Velletri, where we slept, we saw little to interest us. 
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We found the whole road from Naples protected against 
the depredation of robbers by military guards, stationed at 
short intervals. This precaution appeared most necessary in 
the Neapolitan territory, vvhere the grounds on eac^ side of 
the road were rough and wild, and the wretched inhabitants, 
as the Irish would say, most desperate-looking. But we had 
no sooner entered the papal territory than we perceived a 
people of much better appearance, scarcely any beggars, and 
the peasants decently and comfortably clad — ^men and wo* 
men, eight or ten in a row, promiscuously employed in the 
fields di^ng the soft soil. We were no longer troubled with 
our passports after passing the papal frontier. 

From this inn of the three bridges the road was excellent, 
and became extremely picturesque and delightful. At Alba- 
no we passed through a heavy shower of hail, but, as it cleared 
up, and we descended its romantic heights, we perceived 
Rome, as made evident by the dome of St. Peter's, thirteen 
miles distant, which was lighted by the only rays of sun that 
just then broke through the distant clouds. We passed many 
ruins of ancient tombs, on each side of the road, very few of 
which retained the appearance of monuments, as they were 
totally divested of their outer coatings of marble. 

As we approached the city a long horizontal line of an^ 
cient aqueducts displayed their wonderful succession of lofty 
arches, still in surprising preservation, except where demo- 
lished for the sake of the building materials of brick and 
stone. Shortly after, we entered Rome by th^ gate of San 
Giovanni. Here our passports were taken from us to be re- 
turned next day. Having at Naples procured from our con- 
sul at Rome dL-Idscia passare^ or permission to pass, we were 
not detained at the gate, but a custom-house officer accom- 
panied the carriage to our lodgings. . The first objects that 
presented themselves were objects of magnificence and gran- 
deur; the- venerated basilica of §t. John and its neighbouring 
churches,. palace and hospital} and very soon after the stu- 
pendous remains of the mighty Colosseum, whose noble arches 
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echoed to the whip of our excited postillion as we rapidlj 
drove under its broad shadow. Thence traversing a long se- 
ries of narrow streets, to the Forum of Trajan, we strained 
our necks to survey the celebrated column, which still stands 
on its original base. A few more turns conveyed us to the 
Cono, rich with palaces, and by the renowned column of An- 
toninus, to the Piazza di Spagna, which abounds in houses for 
the accommodation of strangers. Here our custom-house of- 
ficer civilly left us on the receipt of a small fee; and after- 
wards our trunks were scarcely looked at by officers of a 
higher rank, sent from the custom-house to perform that ce- 
remony. 



Home^ January Blst. 

Behold me seated in the wonderful city, which I am to 
see with my own eyes, and judge with my own understand- 
ing. I shall examine it without system; governed by the fan- 
cy which may be uppermost, or the facilities which may pre- 
sent thetnselves. From my lodging-room I look out upon the 
habitations of the people, and perceive the moss-covered tiles 
of ina'ssive houses, buflt some hundred years back, and re- 
paired and altered to the latest taste and convenience. They 
are inhabited by a ra/^e descended from the ancient heroes of 
Rome ; but they live on the curiosity of strangers, and eco- 
nomize in nooks and comers, whilst their best apartments, 
new painted and modernized, are announced for hire at al- 
most every door. The postillion's vigorously flourished whip 
cracks loud in the street below; — ^another and another arrives 
— it is the season when Rome begins to be filled. But, in the 
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little daylight which remains, I am impatietit to sally out, and 
the first attraction is the Piazza di Spagna. 

. This is a large central space, so called because the palace 
of the Spanish ambassador fronts on it. It contains a num* 
her of convenient lodging bouses and shops for the accommo* 
datibn of strangers, ^ith books, prints, mosaicis, cameos, Sic 
A singular ibuntain in the centre, fn the shape of an antique 
galley, pours out its copious streams of etcelleot water, direct- 
ly in front of a magnificent fli^t of white 'stone steps, varied 
with landing-places and terraces, which ascend to the front 
of a church built by Louis XV, . A delightful walk, on the 
bro\^ of the hill, ovjerloc^ng^ the tops of the houses end gar- 
dens, extends from this church, under rows of trees, to die pa^ 
lace of the Frencli academy of the fine- arts, and so on to the 
termces, groves, walks, and carriage-ways at the termination 
of the Pincian hill, which overlooks one extremity of Rome. 
There the eye is cast directl7:down upon the. noble circuhr 
place, just within the Gate of the people, with its mighty 
E^ptian obelisk and fountains in the centre, and fountains, 
statues, cbuf^ches, and palaces on its circumference. To these 
a ^tescent is afibrded by a road constructed in the style of a 
do^ble stair*case'^-a beautiful work, commenced when Che 
French ruler governed Borne, and now finishing, by the well- 
advised policy of the popes, to embellisb a city v^hich owes 
BO much to the visitatjoQ of strangers. These walks and rides 
are greatly resorted to, especially by the English; and fbe 
prospect at sunset is 'indeed beautiful, commanding a distant 
view of the 'dome of- St Peter's a^id the neighbouring hills 
on the borders of the Tiber. . : ' 

Having at last aitivied inllonie;4>reathed its mild airi^ten 
of its excellent food, prepared by the cunning of er French 
cook, and presented in aH the ceremony of successive courses, 
as prescribed by the gourmand code; and tasted, not to say 
drunk, 6f its pleasant wine-<-it bnly remained to sleep in 
Rome,' to lie on b^ds of wool, and over mattresses filled with 
. ' ■ ■ ' 1-2 - • '. 
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corn<hasks, elevated on an iron bedstead; to think, if not to 
dream, of its ancient glories; and wake to the wonders of 
art which render it the centre of attraction to artists, and to 
the curious of all nations. 

The ruinous vestiges df ancient power — the fragments of 
magnificent. architecture, lie chiefly towards the gate hy which 
I entered. The proud altar of ecclesiastical dominion — the 
matchless perfection of the Christian temple^ was to be found 
at an opposite extremity of the city. My taste led me first 
to enjoy the beauties which are^ tinimpaired by time; and 
sejdom, indeed, does a stranger arrive in Rome without feel- 
ing an impatient curiosity to hasten to the cathedral of St. 
Peter^s, because it is universally considered the. wonder of 
modem archit^ture^ and the central point of the whole ca^- 
tholic world, y^*" — 

From the nazza di Spagna, to go to St Peter?s, it is neces- 
sary to pass down one or two streets filled with little shops, 
outside and inside of which are displayed, for the especial 
temptation of strangers, (forestieri^) a vast variety of real 
and fictitious antiques, gems, cameod, mosaics, bronzes, paint- 
ings, and prints. These lead into the Corso, the fashionable 
course of carriages, the only long straight street in Rome, in- 
tersecting it from the base of the capitol to the gate of the 
people, la Porta del popblo^ a mile distant. Then turning 
down by the Borghese palace, and a few other buildings of 
note, you are obliged to traverse a long course of wretched 
streets, crooked, narrow, and often dirty, till you reach the 
9Jkciexii Pons JElius^hxAli by Adrian, but mended by. mo- 
dern restorations, and flanked, if not ornamented, with' mar- 
ble angels, and hence called the Bridge of the Holy Angels, 
SanV •Sngeli.' This g;reat thoroughfare, across the rapid* 
and muddy Tiber, leads directly to the front of the Castle 
of St. Aihgelo^ once the tomb of Adrian, whose vast circu- 
lar-base has been crowned with battlements and surround- 
ed with military works-^the papal barracks and prison. ' Di- 
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verging from tbis, through a street of little consideration, you 
presently enter the open space, at the farther and most ele- 
vated end of which stands St Peter's. 

Here let us stop to take a survey of the scene which is 
presented within theimnxen$e piazza or place of St. Peter's — 
ten hundred and forty feet in length. Midway, within two 
semicircular ranges of magnificent colonnades or porticoes, 
the copious waters, of two elegant fountain? glitter in the air, 
and a to^frering obelisk of Egypt marks the meridian of 
Rome, Beyond these/ a grand flight of steps, at the foot of 
which stand two statues, one bearing the keys of St. Peter, 
the other the sword of St. Paul, — coiiducts the eye to the 
broad front of the sacred basilica, which rather resembles a 
palace. Above is imperfectly seen the more distant dome, 
partly hidden by the perspective obtrusion of the deep ad- 
vancing \front Covered galleries 6r corridors, connected 
with the two semicircular porticoes, rise to each end of the 
vestibule of the mighty temple. Behind the left corridor is 
seen the princely pakce of the officiating canons and sa- 
cristans, and beyond the corridor, at the right, rises the Va- 
tican, presenting externally no architectural beauty, but com- 
prising within its -stupendous masses, the splendours of the 
pontifiical palace, and the consecrated treasures of ancient 
art. ■ ■.-;.. ^ ' :•-■ 

Advancing, midway, over the flat stone pavement, we ap- 
proach the semicircular colonnades, which, commencing wide- 
ly distant^ and presenting oblique fronts, resemble the porti- 
coes of two churches. From this spot the perspective effect 
of the retiring sweep of the colonnades, brings the apparent- 
ly diminished columns of the reqaote part^ into close decep- 
tive connparison with those of the front. As you appi:oach 
them they seem tapidly to grow in size, till jon touch. their 
shafts, of about forty feet iti height and five in diameter. 
Tfa^n turning: round, and h>oking across to (he commencing 
front of the opposite colonnade, ivbich yod kdow to be of the 
same proportions, such is the deception among objects of un- 
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known magnitude and space, that they appear to be scarcely 
half the size. Forty-seven of tjiese immense marble or tra- 
vertine columns, supporting a, suitable entablature and ba- 
lustrade, and decorated with colossal statues, constitute the 
semicircular face of each.* portico, and three other corres- 
ponding ranges of columns make up tt)e breadth, comprising 
three ample covered carriage w^ys which lead to the corri- 
dors^ In various situations, behind, within and in front, the 
perspective effects of these three hundried and seventy-six 
Columns, with their pilasters, entablatures, ballustrades, sur- 
' moutited by one hundred and ninety-two colossal statues, the 
fountains, obelisk, and the apparently diminished forms of 
the cathedral and the Vatican,, as seen beyond the columnar 
spaces, are beautiful and curious. For the pleasure of this 
sumptuous array, we are it^debted to the architectural taste 
<^ the sculptor Bermni, -whose statues, with those of his pu- 
pils, ornament this and many other places in Rome; and to 
the genius which enabled him to fascinate those who held 
the public purse^trings^ mto such .schemes of costly mag&i« 
ficence. ; . • 

This spot was once the circus of Nero, and was distin* 
guisbed by an immense obelisk of red granite, which Cali- 
gula had brought froei Egypt. Overthrown by the barbarians 
who pillaged Rome» it lay buried for ages, was discovered 
whejpe the sacristy now stands, and two hundred and forty- 
thjree years ago, at an expense of forty thousand dollars, 
was removed to and erected in its pi^esent, situation on the 
backs of four bronze lions which crouch on the corners of a 
high pedestal. It is the only unfractured obelisk in Rome, 
but is without hieroglyphics, and measures seventy^seven 
feet, exclusive of the pedestal. - 

The fountains on each side throw up a picturesque group 
of jets from an assemblage of pipes. This copious and un- 
ceasing eruption of water falls into a series of basins, pro- 
jecting below and beyond each other, to one of fiftyfeet in 
circumference, made of a single piece of gi;anite, and thence 
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into a larger resen^ir on the ground. In a cajm atmosphere 
it falls nniformlj, but its streams are scattered by a breeze 
into a fine shower, and then exhibit the splendid hues of the 
rainbow. 

Passing .the marble keys of St Peter, and the iron sword 
of St Paul, and ascending the wide steps or the gently rising 
central slope; contrived for the stiff knees of^e aged cardi- 
nals when they pass in processions, we ^ach the platform; 
and advancing to the eight columns wbi^h support the front 
entablature, are astonished at their unparalleled magnitude, 
resting on bases twelve feet in breadth) and rising eighty- 
eight feet to the fop of their capitals. This front is o(len 
censured as too much resembling a Palace, but -more 
justly so as deformed by the inter-columniations being 
6lled up with balconies; but though not exempt from cri- 
ticism, nor so perfect as the rest of the edifice, it possesses 
unusual grandeur. The sensation of astonishment excited 
by the outside does not diminish on entering. Three 
high gate-ways, decorated with marble columns, and two 
intermediate arches open into the vestibule, which is an 
immense vaulted hall extending the whole breadth of the 
church, and terminating at both ends in fecos$es containing 
each, an equestrian statue— <Kie of Constantine, the other of 
Charlemagne. The ceiling is richly stuccoed, and the pave- 
ment is inlaid marble, four hundred and thirty feet long, and 
sixty feet high. 

. Of five door-ways, two remain open to the public. The 
central one, which is opened only on high festivals, is of 
bronze enriched with sculpture — all -green . from the opera- 
tion of the atmosphere, except the lower part, where the 
figures are polished by the^ hands of the curious and the kisses 
of the pious; and another, which is called the holy door, is 
otily open at the remote periods of the great jubilees. Be* 
fore you can enter the temple, it is nectssary, as is usual in 
Italy, to raisCyOr suffer some of the b^gars who stand ready, 
to raise a great quilted leather,^ an inch and a half thick; 
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\^bich bangs heavily against the opening to exclude the cold 
air. Once within, you enjoy the mildness of a summer at- 
mosphere. 

After reading the various accounts of this edifice, it is im- 
possible to forbear fashioning in the imagination ^ building, 
according to some prevailing notions, which scarcely ever 
are found to ^ree with the reality. The first sensation is 
that of surprise at the brightfless and elegance of the whole 
interior, and, in part, of disappointment at the apparent want 
of magpiitbde, occasioned, I think, chiefly by the colossal sta- 
tues which, being proportioned to the vast pilasters, arches 
and columns, seem to reduce the whole to an ordinary scale; 
until by a change of place, walking over fields of pavement, 
and comparing the human beings before you, who seem 
dwindled into pigmies, with the stupendous masses which you 
are approaching, — ^you a^e convinced of its mighty magni- 
tude^ and experience an increasing e^otioii pf wonder and 
delight. 

The bodyj or nave, is under one vast arch or vaulted cei- 
ling, with richly gilt mouldings, and arabesque carvings/on a 
white ground. This ceiling rests dn a noble cornice, which 
is supported on ea'ch aide by four arches, opening into the 
side aisles. These masses of combined pilasters are built on 
bases twenty-four feet wide and thirteen thick, which look 
slender compared with the width and height of the inter- 
vening archways. Each pier is ornamented with a colossal 
3tatue in a niche, facing the^ nave. The pilasters of the 
arches are composed of the richest marbles and ornamented 
with beautiful groups of angel children, of white marble, 
supporting medallion portraits of the popes. » 

At the base of the first pilasters, on each side, is a holy- 
water font, of rich yellow, marble, supported by two chil- 
dren, of polished white marble, Which at first seem no more 
flian the natural size, while the men and women who are in 
contact with them, and raising their hands to touch the wa- 
ter, seem of a half grown race. Thirty-four p^ces from the 
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centre door bring jouup to the group, which then astonishefl 
you with its magnitude^ — ^the children being about six feet 
tall. , ,' 

The side aisles are a succession of lesser arches, suppoirted 
by the richest marble columns, and decorated with all the 
arts of painting, sculpture, mosaic, stucco and gilding. Within 
every archway, built up against the sides, and projecting, by 
means of sarcophagus, statue and basso-relievo^ are magnifi- 
cent monuments to the memory of various popes. 

Passing down the body of the church, about midway, you 
perceive pn each side a aplendid chapeV,in one of which the 
regular service of the church is performed. The other is 
generally closed, but appears to contain something precious 
from the number of people who 'are kneeling in front of it 
Its portal is diecorated with two- great columns of extraordi- 
nary beauty. 

At the extremity of the nave sits the venerated statue 
in bronze of St. Peter— a plain, straight-forward-looking 
figure, holding the never to be omitted keys. The toes of 
one foot projecif beyond the pedestal, and are bright from 
frequent contact with the lips and foreheads of the faithful. 
You now walk on the eircukr pavement beneath the lofty 
dome, one hundred and thirty-one fbet in diameter, and 
approach the high altar, which is* under a sumptuous baldi- 
chino or canopy of gilt bronze, made from the spoils of the 
Pantheon* — about ninety feet in height. Because twisted 
columns are inappropriate to support great weights, it is 
customary to censure those of the baldichino; but if ever 
the spiral colunin was in a situation to be admired, I think 
it is here, especially enriched as it is with an encircling 
vine, because it has nothing to support but light ornamen- 
tal objects. Thes^ oolumps are of enormous magnitude, 
yet look light and beautiful. Against this altar, a splendid 
marble balustrade surrounds an opening,' within which a 
beautiful flight of steps leads to the. subterranean church, 
which contains the bodies of St Peter and St Paul. On 
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^d abont the. balustrade a hundred lataps hum day ^d 
nliht 

vy^e are now beneath the mighty dome, raised bj the ge- 
oiud^ of Michael Angelo, and we look up to the mosaic de- 
corations on its vault, three hundred and ninety-three feet! 
FTom\ this spot the eye ranges with wonder and delight 
over the matchless scene, on both sides and beyond the. 
altar, tliroiigh arches, broad and high, upon which the dome 
seems to rest, into spaces so vast, surrounded with walls so 
rich in coloured marbles, columns so bright and beautiful, 
statues so animated, mosaic paintings so large and excellent, 
that- it is like a vision of enchantment But.they cannot 
be seen at onee; ftnd the altars, monuments, bassi relievi, 
and bronzes, combined with all the beauties and wondera of 
architecture, aixd the unspared gold which enriches the 
vaulted, ceilings, must . be visited again and again. The 
eye never tires in surveying ^uch perfeet elegance and 
symmetry. 

When you enter the church, the grand altar and baidichi- 
no in the distance, and all that ia under andltbout the dome 
appear small; and when you are under the dome^ the space 
around you is so vast, that the nave seems of inconsiderable 
size. When you are in one of the transepts, and see nothing 
of the great hall through which you have passed, what you see 
is in itself a mighty temple^^ A similar one exists at the other 
extremity, and when you attempt to go round behind the 
great altar, you pass through 'olher divisions, each of which 
might constitute a church. 

The tribune, a great semicircular termination beyond the 
great altar, besides two monuments, is emblazoned with an 
immense assemblage of tpwering gilt bronze figures and rays 
of glory, radiating from a bright painted window representing 
the descending dove, in honour of the pontifical chair of St 
Peter, which is said to be preserved* bete. - . . 

In this regiouof enchantment, surrounded by the most mag- 
nificient columns and glowing marbles, that once embellished 
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the palaces of the Roman emperors, the attention is powerful* 
Ij invited to the great mosaic pictures which decorate almost 
every altar, — ^pictures which neither damp, nor smoke, nor 
time can injure — ^so wonderfully executed, with semirvitreous 
porcelain, that every line and tint of the original pictures are 
indelibly e^fpressed ; ;and possessing lustre by polish, which is 
given to the surface when the work is finished. The best 
known are the Transfiguration by Raphael, and the Com- 
munion of St. Jerome by Domenichino; but the most excel- 
leflt is'the 5?. JPeVrowiV/flT, which is more beautiful than the 
original picture by Guercino, preserved in the museum of the 
Capitol. 

Canova's monument of Clement XlII. is of unequal merit, 
but is distinguished by two noble lions which are universally 
admired. The most perfect work of sculpture in St. Peter's 
is the Piety ^^"^ it is called, by Michael Angelo — the dead body 
of Christ on the lap of the Vit^n; but it is in a dark situa- 
tion, much too high to be seen to any advantage, and looks 
diminutive in comparison with the other statues in the church, 
which are all colossal. The exquisite beauty of the dead body 
may be better appreciated by examining the plaster cast of 
it in the French academy on the Pincian hill. 

Except the tribune, which is elevated two steps, the whole 
of the vast extent of pavement in St. Peter's is one perfect 
level, composed of marbles of various colours ahd figures^ 
beautifully inlaid, and kept perfectly clean. Several small 
grated openings admit light into the chapels and cemeteries 
below. 

A clerical guide, with wax candles, conducted us into the 
subterranean chapels. We did not enter the magnificent cor- 
ridor, but descended by a small private stair at the base of 
one of the great pilasters of the dome — and took only a rapid 
glance at the holy chapels below the high altar, enriched with 
every art, and approached with reverence as the depositories 
of the mortal remains of St. Peter and St. Paul. From these 
we passed through extensive circular galleries, the sides ctf 

13 
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which are lined with curious antiquated pieces of sculpture 
which had profusely decorated the ancient cathedral built on 
this spot by Oonstantine, part of the payement of which still 
remains, The rest of the dark region, through Which we ranged 
from vault to vault, sometimes stooping to pass the low arches, 
was a solemn succession of tombsj from that of Junius Bassus, 
prefect of Rome, who died in the year 359, to those of popes 
and monarchs of moderh date — all cemented in huge sarco- 
phagi and massive boxes of granite. As we rose from this 
gloomy dungeon, the vastness and splendour of the superstruc- 
ture contrasted with it wonderfully and delightfully; and we 
were ready to iaigree with Forsyth, that "in magnitude, ele- 
vation, opulence, and beauty, the church of St Peter has no 
rival, and bears no comparison — uniting the perfection of art 
with the beauty of holiness — and justly claiming the affection 
and reverence of the tr^veMer, both as the temple of taste 
and the sanctuary of religion.-' , 

For the purpose of visiting the top of the temple, a little 
side door was opened to a stair-case, or rather inclined plane, 
winding rou|id b wide ^ell, of so gentle an ascent that load- 
ed mules mount it to the roof: when at the top you are sur- 
prised in looking down at the depth of this well. You now 
walk out upon the extensive roof which is entirely covered 
with stone and metal, comprising a singular variety of terrace, 
ridge, and parapets, cupola, turret, and shed — no less than ten 
small cupolas rising like so many little temples around the 
great dome, which from here looks particularly Beautiful. Its 
external diameter is one hundred and feighty-three feet : the 
colossal statues, eighteen feet in height, on the parapet of the 
front, are found to consist of great blocks of rough stone> 
clamped .together with irons, and wrought to produce an ef- 
fect only ^t a distance. A fountain, above the roof, pours out 
a constant stream of pure Ivater, of which I drank; but there 
was no one to tell me from what source it was derived. 

From the roof We entered the dome, which is built of stone, 
and double J the inner one open at top, permitting the great mo- 
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Baic figure of the Deitj in the lantern of the outer one to be 
seen from the pavement near the high altar. Between these 
twodomes^a flight of white marble stairs conducted us to 
the gallery which rests on the top, affording a commodious 
situation for a view of Rome and its environs, which occu- 
pied and delighted us for a long time*^till the guide was evi- 
dently impatient to complete his task. We, therefore, fol- 
lowed bin) to a small door, and up a narrow stair-way, without 
bein^ informed where it was to lead us, till we reached a per- 
pendicular ladder, within a narrow circular shaft; through this 
I followed my companions, whom I found standing in thet:op- 
p^r ball, now palpably eight feet one inch in diameter, though, 
to the spectators on the earth, it looks no bigger than a bomb- 
shell stuck on a gun-barrel; yet we bad crept up through that 
barrel, and there were six persons in that ball, which is capa- 
ble of holding sixteen. From this extraordinary aerial situa- 
tion, four -hundred and twenty-three feet high, we looked 
through little openings in the copper upon the world below,' 
with singular sensations ; but the confined air, heated by the 
rays of the sun and our bodies^ made it desirable before long 
to abandon our exalted situation, though others, before us, 
bave stopped to sing Hail Columbia or God save the King. 
In returning, the guide conducted us to the opening at the 
top of the inner dome, through which we looked down 
upon the diminished baidichino and the atoms of men and 
women who were mpving.on the pavement below — and 
then, descending to the b^se of the dome, entered a gallery 
within, and saw, with surprise, those rude gigantic mosaic 
incrustations, which from below resemble well painted che- 
rubs and apostles. 

After witnessing the wonders, and enjoying the beauties 
of St. Peter's, the harmonious result of the talents of so 
many distinguished architects, sculptors, and painters, during 
one hundred and fifty years of labour, at an expease exceed- 
ing fifty millions. of dollars, — the visiter feels little dis- 
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position, in the same day, to tolerate any thing else, thd 
goes away with a resolution soon to return. 

We had entered Rome by the unusual- route from Naples 
— a gentleman, who had long resided here, was desirous of 
showing us its aspect as it opens upon the traveller who 
arrives, as more freguently happens, from Florence — for 
this purpose he took us to the Porta del popohf to which 
the Fiamlnian way leads. This gate-way, though desrigned 
by Michael Angelo, with its high arch, papal arms, columns^ 
and statues of St. Peter and St P|iul, offers nothing to ad- 
mire but its appearance of strength; and the soldiers who 
guard it are only the agents of the police and custom-house. 
It opens immediately into a great drcular space, with an 
Egyptian obelisk in :the centre, and fountains, fitatues^ 
churches, hotels, arid terraces all round — a magnificent en- 
trance worthy the character of Rome. The ^red granite 
obelisk, seventy-four feet long above its pedestal, and co- 
vered with engraved hieroglyphics, is the first that was 
brought to Rome by Augustus after thte conquest of Egypt. 
Directly in front' are two ornamental twin churches, be- 
tween and beside which three streets diverge into the heart 
of the city— that on the left, leads to the Piazza di Spagna 
-^that oh the right, towards. St Peter's-^and the centre 
one, the Corso, rich in palaces, towards the hill of the Ca- 
pitol. This street, being the greatest thoroughfare, is best 
supplied with shops* of every kind; but, even to an Ame- 
rican eye^ they seem petty, and are strangely intermingled 
with churches, palaces, ^nd dirty vegetable, meat «nd gro- 
cery stalls. 

With a liberality corresponding with the character of 
Rome, the government has built a spacious room in the 
elegant place at the Porta del popoloy (or the sole purpose 
of affording artists an opportunity of exhibiting their works, 
by paying a fee of only twenty cents a month. The pic- 
tures are placed on easels, in suitable lights, and the room 
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is open gratuitously to visiters under the cjire of «a respect* 
able person. Thus, from the obscurity and retirement in 
which a young artist has been studying, amid privations 
only to be endured by a devotee, more eager to nouri&h his 
art than his body, — may the fruits of his genius be drawn 
forth and be made known, that he may prosper under some 
fortanate patronage. 

Not far from the end of this main street, after passing 
through some crooked and dirty little avenues, you arrive at 
the magnificent asceat, ornamented with ancient sculpture, 
which terminates on a square where the modern capitol, or 
senatorial palaqe, court^ouge, and jail stands,, on. the base 
of the ancient capitol. The two sides are decorated with* 
buildings in which are preserved a noble .collection of sta- 
tues and some paintings, and in the centre is the eques- 
trian statue of Marcus Aurelius-^-the only large equestrian 
statue of Irrohze which remains of ancient work. The 
horse's limbs are particularly worthy of admiration. 

Crossing the -square, you descend anpther sloping way; 
stop, as you gadown, to feel, look, and wonder at the enor- 
mous stones which j^main of the foundation of the ancient 
capitol; then enter the ruinous precincts of the Roman fo- 
rum. The traveller whose early studies hdve made him fa- 
miliar with the history of Rome^ and whose memory can 
recall the circumstances which distinguished her most emi- 
nent characters,^ is strongly excited on entering .this re- 
nowned spot: but- the artist who has chiefly thought of the 
ruins of Rome, fancying them to be crowded groups of 
picturesque beauty, the charnis of ancient art in mighty 
ruin, combined with the ronwintic decorations of overgrow- 
ing moss and hanging ivy, will be disappointed in finding, 
in fields of dirt and rubbish, the scattered moniiments of 
dipicient power — the half-buried arch, the isolated column 
or solitary portico, and masses of brick and mortar; whilst 
the carved altars, graceful. statues, beautiful vases, and ele- 
gant columns have been all removed, for safety and more 
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useful purposes of study, into the vast repositories of the 
Vatican. The first object that presents itself is the trium- 
phal arch of Severus, cleared out to its foundation, and 
looking as if it were built in a cellar. Its fractured and 
dark-stained, arches, shattered columns and mutilated bassi 
relievi, carry the mind back more thsin sixteen hundred 
years, when the -people and senate of Rome commemorated 
the victories obtained over the Arabians and other barba- 
rous people, by erecting this afch, which was surmounted 
by the victor in a triumphal car with ^m horses — now gone, 
DO one knows where; 

Near this, close under the steep rocky base of the capitol, 
stand the six front columns of the Temple of Concord, with 
its shattered pediment and solid foundation exposed to view 
by the pick-axe and spade. Not fm* distant, rising from its 
pedestal, which you approach to see, in the bottom of a deep 
excavation down to the surface of the ancient forum, recentiy 
dug at the expense of an English lady, is the^ column of Phocus, 
now no longer a riddle to disputing antiquarians; and farther 
on, tall and isolated, the three beautiful columns supporting 
part of the cornice of the Temple of Jupiter Tohans. Op- 
posite these, the portico, also looking as if it were built in a 
cellar, with ten splintered Cipollino columns, of the Temple 
of Antoninus and Faustina, whose pagan foundations have 
been consecr^ited by a Christian superstructure, thus pre- 
serving the portico and its elegant cornice for the admiration 
of antiquajian^. Near this is a little antique church, once 
the Temple of Remus, of which there y^t remains the mar- 
ble door-case, bronze doors, and circular vestibule, on whose 
marble pavement was engraved a plan of Rome — ^portions of 
which are preserved in the museum of the capitol. 

These are the fragrtients of antiquitjr that constituted a part 
prot^d magnificence of imperial Rome, and served the 

ses of her multiform reJigio;), and that now meet the 
it wanders over a field long since degraded inlp a cow- 

t ; and you pass amid carts and piles of dirt, and deep 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON ITALY, 103 

excavations, till you reach, on a spot formerly explored, a 
central avenue of small trees, >vhose shade and verdure, in 
summer, is equally desirable amid this waste and desolation. 
JHere you ynay take a seat, and contemplate, on one side, the 
enormous brick walls and arches of part of the Temple of 
Peace, once deemed the most magnificent of Rome, in which 
Titus deposited the richest spoils of Jerusalem ;. and, on the 
opposite side, a bank, raised on the Palatine hill by the ex>- 
tensive foundations of the palace of the Caesars. 

On leaving the avenue you come to the arch of Titus, the 
sculpture oq which still commemorates the plunder of Jeru- 
salem. This little arch is renovated with modern a4d]tions 
which restore its entire form, and will preserve the old por- 
tions, much to the displeasure of the lovers of.ruins, who pre- 
ferred it in its crumbling state, covered with ivy, and over- 
whelmed with an ancient massive wall. At this spot a num- 
ber of labourers, lazily occupied in the, schemes of excava- 
tion, have cleared a considerable distance doWn, exposing to 
view, at the depth of fifteen feet, the pavement of the ancient 
Via Sacra^^lach leads towards the Colosseum and the arch 
of Constantine. Fragments of enormous granite columns are 
discovered, lying in all directions, to increase tjie ponder 
which is excited by the surprising quantity of ^arth and rub- 
bish which has accumulated over the ancient surface, not only 
bei;e, but in almost every other part of Rome. The most 
beautiful statues have been found beneath this, rubbish — ^thus 
fortunately preserved^ though unaccountably covered. 
, Th^ earth which is thps. removed, in very small . wheel- 
barrows, from one pljace is only piled up in another, to be 
again removed to a third place; for Rome has been so com* 
pletely filled up by the ruins of the ancient city, and has so 
little now that requires filling in^ that the ingenuity of her 
engineers cannpt find use for this superfluous earth — other- 
wise, with the labour^which is now wasted, the whole forum, 
from the Capitol to th^ Colosseum, might be entirely cleared 
out. The workinen employed here were recently beggars, 
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thus forced into unwonted occupation by" the goyemment; or 
convicts, with chains round their ankles, guarded by lazy 
soldiers sitting and lounging all day in the sun, or playing 
cards on a stone. But in making these changes in the soil 
that partly covers the ruins of ancient Rome, the desire of 
finding some treasure or curiosity induces the workmen, per- 
haps, according to the orders of the superintendatnts, rather 
to scratch than dig it away. Recently a pot of money was 
found in the forum; and the shops throughout Rome are sup- 
plied with ancient c^ins, medalSi, bronzes, lamps and broken 
marbles which are picked up ia these excavations. You 
are soon accosted either by one of the workmen, or some 
imposter who is.eonc^med in the oianu&cture of antiques, 
and tempted to buy a cameo, coin or earthen lamp.—- Rather 
than not sell, the antique monger with unblushing modesty, 
will frequently fall in the price from two dollars down to 
four cents. 

In passing down the Via Sacra j you may be told that at 
the left hand is the Temple of Venus; but nothing remains 
to interest vou, except one alcove Or high niche handsomely 
.indented with reticulated pannels; the rest is a plain wall, a 
part of the pavement and some foundation stones. Deeper 
down into the centre of the ^jleared space, which now ex- 
poses the original pavement and water courses, stands what 
is said to have been an elegant fouatain; but all that remains 
of it is a small iigly pile or hollow core of bricks. This 
cleared ground leads jou to the arch of Constantine, which 
you may contemplate with pleasure on its original level, still 
retaining all its features of magnificence, except the trium- 
phal car and bronze horses, which have disappeared. Its 
bassi relievi and statues, though not in the best taste, give it 
an aspect of great richness; but its fluted columns wouldnot 
be suspected to be of the beautiful yellow antique -marble, 
but for a small portion of one which is cleaned at its base. 

Let us now advance to contemplate the Colosseum, or 
Flavian amphitheatre, as it is seen in the usual approach to- 
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\vards one end;, being an oval one thousand six hundred, and 
fortyrone feet in circumference. The I^ft hand external 
wall rises to its original height, whilst that to the right is en- 
tirely taken away, exposing the interior arches of stone and 
brick-work, variously mutilated. The 6olour of the whole 
mass of building is of a russet hue, diversified by stains and 
patches of gray and green, so that there is little distinction 
between the brick arches, interriiingled with stone, and the 
external arches, which are of travertine^ originally white. 
In a height of a hundred and fiijty-seven feet are comprised 
three circuits of arches, eighty in each circuit, one above the 
other, surmounted by a fourth story; the arches, coluinns, 
pilasters and cornices are beautifully proportioned to produce 
the impression of grandeur and elegance; especially when 
viewed on one side where the va«t perspective of the oval 
sweeps round in unbroken lines;^ and yoa might imagine. the 
whole eclifice to be entire — ^stupendous and magnificent I At 
one extreme of this outer wall several nev^ arches, have been 
built to protect the old; and at the other ^an immense but- 
tress,, to support large portions which were ready to fall. 

On entering the arena, two hundred and seyenty-eight feet 
long, which is now cleared out to its ancient level, you look 
round upon a mighty scene of ruin and devastation — ^not a 
single seat being left where eighty-seven thousand were ac- 
commodated; and the wliole gallery demolished where twen- 
ty thousand more could stand. The broken arches, upon 
which the seats rested, are supported* by new timber and 
brickwork, and every passage cleared out, among which you 
may pass and see with astonishnient the huge stones which 
were employed by consummate skill to give strength to the 
foundation'arches of this enormous structure. Some spots, 
however, are left neglected and covered with plants and 
shrubs, as a sample of its forit^er guise. My old friend, as an 
artist, is among those who regret the change; for he remem- 
bers seeing the Colosseum a beautiful wilderness of ruins, 
vines :and shrubbery. . But though the total amount is re- 
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duced, the variety, in its exposed points, and warm nooks and 
comers, is not less than it was; for Sebastiani, a Roman bo- 
tanist, in his Flora Colossta^ describes two hundred and 
sixty plants which grow there; and the number has since 
been found to reach three hundred. 

A consecrated cross stands in the middle of the arena, 
which is kissed in remembrance of the Christis^n martyrs 
who suffered here; around the circumference is a series of 
holy stations at which prayers are said; and at one side .are 
a desk and benches where the eloquence of a bald-headed 
Dominican occasionally excites the sympathies of a casual 
audience. 

In this arena, during a hundred successive days, at its de- 
dication by Titus, no less than five thousand wild beasts with 
one thousand gladiators, were sacrificed in mutual combats 
to gratify the sanguinary taste of the warlike Romans, in- 
cluding, no doubt, a full proportion of females — sisters, wives, 
and mothers— whp were to influence the minds of the rising 
generation. These bloody spectacles were not abolished till 
the sixth century. The amphitheatre was still entire in the 
eighth century, but in the eleventh it was converted into a 
fortress by a Roman baron, and taken and retaken, till the 
fourteenth century, when it became a hospital. Its barba- 
rous demolition commenced hi the sixteenth century, by the 
nobles, cardinals and pope^, who remorselessly tore down • 
immense portions of the noble structure and all the interior 
marble and columns, which they employed in the fabrication 
of their palaces, , especially that of the cardinal Farnese; and 
i4; was not till the middle of the last century that' its destruc- 
tion was arrested hy its consecration to religious purposes. 

An obliging monk, on the approach of strangers to his sen- 
try box, at one side within 'the arches, opens a gate, which 
enables you to ascend a temporary flight of wooden steps to 
the upper galleries. A t(oble corridor or gallery, with lofty- 
arches, surrounds the exterior part, and permits ypu to look 
out of every archway on the country around — for the Co- 
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losseum stands detached from all other buildings^ and at one 
extremity of modern Rome. In som^ places the marble^ 
stairs still remain which lead to the upper galleries^ . There 
We found, in an .impressive sqUtude, dn artist with bis paint- 
box on his lap, devotedlj imitating a b^autiiul efiect of- light, 
which broke through the fractured vault, concentrated upon 
a small flight of step^. 

The upper galleries or circling corridors, which led to 
ranges of seats^ and supported others which rose above, though 
robbed of all their ornamental columns, still retain some of 
the qriginal plastering on the \^alls, and great portions ,of 
the pavements which consist of small bricks (four inches 
long, one aiid three*fourths wide, and .three-fourths thick) 
laid edgewise. Some of the pavements; in places exposed 
to the weather, have been carefully relaid in cement, and 
gutters and pipes ar6 made ta throw off the rain and prevent, 
as much as possible, the farther process of dei:ay« Froixi? 
these pavements, which resemble terraces (having lost their 
vaults and super-incumbent seats,) it is interesting to look 
round upon the vast internal oval, and to indulge the imagi- 
nation with the contrast between its present desolation and 
what it must have been in its perfect state; brillid.nt with 
spectators in rich costume add glittering armour, moving to 
the excitement produced by desperate combats. 

Hours may be spent in ranging throdgh the solitudes of these 
vast corridors and mutilated arches; and a.r^ret.ift felt when 
other engagements require the visiter to seek the wooden 
stairway, still wpndering as he descends. . The Dominican 
monk who unlocks the latticed dqor^ politely receives a part^ 
ingfee, which, 1 believe, is seldom given with regret 

The Baths of Titus are near the Colosseum. A'stOne 
wall encloses the field to which you are di rec ted, and an in- 
scription assures yoii that you have not mistaken the garden 
gate that remains op^ for visiters, who are received by a 
person residing on the spot 
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What was at first the Palace of Nero, appears to havfe 
served only as a foundation for the Baths of Titus, who 
hid the front by a great semicircular building and por-* 
tico, the basement story of which is the only portion now 
remaining: There was formerly a garden cultivated on the 
ruinous top of these imperial chambers, where the grass and 
trees are still suffered to grow; but the government has for-- 
bidden the ground to be worked, by which prevention less 
water penetrates through the $ubterranean vaults, which, in 
one part support a public magazine of gunpowder. We 
were first conducted into a great arched hall, where there is 
kept under lock and key a quantity of fragments of bases 
and capitals of columns of the most exquisite workmanship; 
oil 8^nd wine jars, and bits of various sculpture, recently found 
in clearing out the rubbish with Ivhich the chambers were 
entirely filled. These consist of a great number, of vast halls 
and corridors, formerly open to the light, when, used as the 
dwelling of Nero; but entirely built ovef by Titus, who 
mounted his baths and gymnastic balls in proud majesty over 
th6m. In one. of the halls we were shown the taiche where 
stood the master-piece of sculpture, the Laocoon — ^after- 
Wards removed to ornament the baths above, where it was 
found. The custode ca'rtied with him a little fixture of wax 
tapers attached to a very long reed, which he held at arm's 
length, to show us the arabesque paintings on the vaults of 
several rooms, executed with fresco colours and gold, and 
still in excellent preservation. These are said to be the 
only documents whi^h remain^ to show the style in which the 
housies of the ancient Romans were adorned. Soiqe of the 
walls of the inner courts, which had nevek* been plastered, 
were of the most exact workmanship — ^the bricks of equal 
size, neatly made and well burnt^-r-and apparently of recent 
erection. From the Biaths of Titils youbave a fine view of 
\he most perfect side of the Colosseum. 

Returning to tbie arch of Constantine^ and stopping a few 
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minutes again to admire its namerous sculptures and fluted 
columns, we proceeded quite into the country, though still 
within the walls of Rome, to the immense ruins of the Qaths 
of Garacalla. On approaching them you are astonished at 
the hulk and extent of these ^alls, which form a great square 
one thousand one hundred and fifteen feet on each side. 
The high arches of the front entrances were boarded up, a 
small door in one of which was opened to us by an old wo- 
man whd gave us no information, but suffered us to range 
through this astonishing wilderness of brick and mortar. Few 
yestiges of the covered ceilings remain, but spacious walls, 
arches, anli niches astonish the eye and bewilder the imagina- 
tion. Rdom after room, hall after hall, of such extent and 
height produce a singular impression of the power and mag- 
nificence of ancient Rome. Some of the most beautiful sta- 
tues were found here — amotig them the Group of the Far- 
nese Bull, the Hercules and tiie Flora, which are now at Na- 
ples, and indicate the high character of its decorations, when 
its halls and courts were frequerited by poets, philosophers 
and heroes, and its chambers below by one thousand six hun- 
dred bathers at opce. Piles of rubbish and rank weeds give 
a wild aspect to the whole interior; and the ivy grows un- 
molested on the walls. We picked up amongst the rubbish 
soipe beautiful little specimens' of serpentine porphyry and 
hiarbles. Remains of great granite columns, and fragments 
of pure white Corinthian capitals were lying about. 

Returning into' the place of the forum, and tiear the arch 
6f Titiis, we entered the Farnesian gardens. A gray bearded, 
round-shouldered gardener received us, and remitted us to 
the guidance of his little son, who conducted us up a flight of 
weed-covered steps into a couple of stnall rooms, where it is 
customary to admire some very indifferent fresco ornaments, 
because tbeir colours rieinain bright. Near these, nearly hid 
amang the tall grass and weeds, we were «howh fragments' of 
beautiful sculpture, in white marble, which had belonged to 
the Arcadian temple of Apollo. This elevated plain, on the 
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Palatine mount, was the spot where Romula? built his hut 
and commenced his city. Here Augustas erected his palace, 
which was augniented by succeeding emperors, till Nero 
proudly surpassed them all in an edifice so vast, thatJts por- 
ticos alone contained three thousand columns, and so rich in 
decoration, that it was called the Golden House; whose gar- 
dens, theatres, baths, and subordinate buildings extended over 
all the neighbouring grdundsv Succeeedipg emperors, in-, 
yadihg barbarians, and, finally, ambitious popes, gradually de- 
molished these extensive buildings, which furnished materials 
for the Colosseum, the Baths of Titus, and other great works*, 
A lai^e portitMi of the main building was entire in. the eighth 
Ojntury. Therlevelled ground, much of which is over unseen 
ruins, is now cultivated as a kitchen garden or farm, and many^ 
of the subterranean chambers, that are accessible from a ter- 
race, are used as stables and barns. From this terrace, to- 
wards the capitol, is a beautiful yiew of part of Rome and 
the jcouritry down the Tiber. . 

With the mind still occupied by desolated monuments of 
ancient magnificence, we return into the busy streets of mo- 
dem Rome, occasionally passing some antique wall, battered 
gate-way, or shattered portico, forming parts of modern struc- 
tures, till we r^ach tbe open square within which rises the 
elegant column of Trajan; composed'of thirty-four blocks of 
marble, ijpon which rung up a spiral band of sculptured his- 
tory in basso -relievo, . During the Ifrench government of 
Rome, the space. around it was cleared out, and fragments of 
nun^erous granite columns Were found prostrate. These, of 
various lengths, are now erected on the foundations Where 
they served to ornament the, basilica or public hall. The 
Bunicen space is handsomely waljed up, and lai^e steps per- 
mit a descent into the forum, fpr a closer inspection of the 
fragments of sculpture, which. aref built in the walfe or placed 
ground. It is probable, that the two churches which stand 
ne^ir this column cover other portions of 'Trajan's forurp. 
. We pass the fountain of Trevi, and leave its copious wa^ 
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ters, sculptured rocks, and river gods for another examination, 
and hasten to take a glance at the Pantheon, which is to be 
found stilt deeper in the busipst'part of Rome; but, in ap- 
proaching it, we pass the immense portico of. the temple of 
Antoninus Pius, before mentioned as the site of the central 
custom-house or dogana; , The eleven Corinthian columns 
which compose its single front, each forty feet- in height, 
though all their flu tings are fractured,»and scarcely a vestige 
remains of the mouldings of their bases, occasioned, doubt- 
less, by some contiguous conflagration, yet spread out so broad 
and high, and support so elegant an entablature, that they 
must be often seen to be sufficiently admired; although much 
of their beauty is injured by walls and windows which fill up 
the intercolumniations. When you pass the lazy beggars \^ho 
lounge upon the basements, and enter the court-ytird of the 
dogana, you may see a portion of the vast vaulted roof re- 
mainingy and the enormous rocks which have been wonder- 
fully raised upon these high columns — rocks, asL seen behind 
in their native rough state, yet so elegantly wrought into beau- 
ty and apparent lightness on the front surface. 

A little farther on, we entet an open square, the middle of 
which is decorated by a modern fountain and a small Egyp- 
tian obelisk, many feet above the ancient level. Here, id 
sober majesty, stands tfie venerable Pantheon, surviving the 
injuries of time and the violedc^ of barbarism. Of the se- 
ven steps which rose to its portico, only two are above ground, 
and to them you descend on the sloping pavement,, which 
considerably impairs the greindeur of its aspect. The whole 
building^is of so dark a hue that you might imagine it had 
been for ages surrounded with blacksmiths' shops. This broad 
front of eight columns, and four, in depth, (though really only 
containing eight othei-s,) forms the vestibule to the circular 
dome-covered tennple. The columns, forty-two feet high 
and fourteen in circumference, are each of one piece of 
red oriental granite, but of the^ame black eolpar as the rest 
of the building, not excepting what should be the white mar- 
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ble of the capitals. Lamentable fractures are perceired un» 
der the eave§ of the pediment, as the eje ranges along the 
mouldings of the cornice, until it reaches the body of the 
building, which, externally,, is an ugly circular wall of brick, 
supporting a dome, the grand simplicity of whose aspect is 
injured by two misplaced modern belfries. 

On entering the portico the dark columns seem to swell 
into greater dimensions — ^you approach one of them, that you 
may compare the size of man \yith the towering mass of mor- 
tal workmanship— you strike your hand against it, but the co- 
lumn, which has stood unmpved for nineteen centuries^ does 
not vibrate to your blow. You must indulge in these emo- 
tions of astonishment before you advance to the magnificent 
doors of sculptured bronze, and enter the temple of Jupiter 
and the gods, now consecrated to the Yirgtn and the mar- 
tyrs. 

The. interior is a circular hall, one hundred and forty-nine . 
feet in diameter, the walls pf which, eighteen feet thick, are 
indented with niches for statues, but now filled with gaudy 
altars, and the intermediate spaces, rich with the most pre- 
cious marbles and columns, the beauty of which can scarce- 
ly be seen for the coat of dirt which shamefully veils them. 
The panel indentations of the noble viault, which were once 
covered with silver, are now rough and apparently unfinished. 
A central opening, twenty-five feet in diameter, admits both 
light and rain ; but the light no longer falls on statues of first 
rate excellence, and the rain only seryes occasionally to bright- 
en the hues of variegated stones which iix part compose the 
ancient pavement. The statue of a vestal with a little girl, 
which was found in the subterranean part of the temple, 
now occupies one of the altars as a St. Ann, and is worthy 
of some attention, being singularly in the style of Michael 
Angelo; but the other altars^ which are tawdry and crowded 
with puerile ornaments, exhibit nothing interesting. 

This temple was despoiled of its bronze covering by Con- 
stantine IL It is now protected with lead-^and the massive 
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tronze which enriched the ceiKng of the portico^ was taken 
awajin 1632, to be converted into the sumptuous baldichina 
of St. Peter's, and one hundred cannons for the Castle of St. 
Angelo — ^so enormous was ihe quantity. 

The proportions of the portico and dome — the grandeur 
and simplicity of the cornice and vault — and thfe beauty of 
the rbarbtes and columns, within the vast circumference — are 
of such rare excellence that, in despite of spoil, decay, and 
dirt, they are contemplated with untiring admiration, and jus- 
tify the taste which pronounces the Pantheon a model of per- 
fection — the only entire 'specimen which is^ left to us of the 
magnificence of ancient Rome. ' 

It was said of one of the emperors, thdt he found Rome 
built of brick, but he left it of marble. This expression con- 
veys a very false idea, both pf a^icient and modern Rome; 
for the most magnificent edifices, temples, basilicas, aque- 
ducts, baths— were generally btfilt of brick, and only cased 
with marble; very f<§w of the temples are entirely of mar- 
ble, or even Travertine, which is a species of marble, hard, 
and of a fine textQre, but disagreeably cavernous, so as to ex- 
hibit a rotten appearance when' seen near; it is, however, 
strong and durable, and of an agreeable light cream coJouFi 
Nothing can more satisfactorily prove our assertion than the 
fact, that most of the m^odern palaces, Which are only in part 
marble, were built out of the materials afforded by the de- 
struction of the ancient temples, palaces, baths, and anfiphi* 
theatres, which would not have been so lamentably demo- 
lished, but that the Travertine could only be procured at Ti- 
voli, with the labour and cost of eighteen miles transporta- 
tion* Many of the most elegant palaces of Rome, 3vith Walls 
of plastered brick, have no other stone than their basement 
and the casings of the windows and doors. - With but few 
exceptions the whole city of Rome is built of brick, but all 
the, houses are plastered, with great skill and dexterity, to re- 
semble stope, outside and inside— pilasters, capitals, cornices^ 

15 
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and other decorations.. The puzzolana earth, or Rom^n ce- 
ment, with which this is efiected, is a most valuable posses- 
sion. I have seen a rough piece of brick work in a few weeks 
converted into a splendid palace, and old riiihous edifices me- 
tamorphosed by the tr6'wel into buildings of the most modem 
taste. Ordinary workmen readily construct terraces through 
which the water cannot penetrate. Families who liye in up- 
per stories are thus accommodated with yards and gardens on 
the tops of their houses. 

Travellers have described the streets of Rome as badly 
paved and dirty. It is true that in rainy weather they are 
muddy, as all streets are that have no raised side walks ^ but 
the best streets arexertainly well paved with small flat square 
stones which are placed diamond fashion— the less frequented 
streets being paved with pebbles in the manner of our Ame- 
rican cities. They are frequently swept by conviets, who are 
guarded by soldiers, and the dirt is immediately taken away, 
and not suffered to be again spre^ over the stones by neglect 
Indeed, in dry weather — and months of it occur together— 
the bare stones arox somewhat unpleasant to walk on, from 
the want of dirt, which sometimes is spread over them 'when 
certain grand processions are to take place, expressly for the 
purpose of lessening the noise of the carriage wheels. But 
there is itlways abundance of dirt about the miserable dwell- 
ings of the poor, who inhahit the ground floors, which are 
the stables, bed-rooms, and shops of every sort of industry, 
as well as poverty and wretchedness. Not unfrequently do 
you see the smoke issuing out of the door or window of one 
of these shopd or manufactories, there being no other chim- 
ney; but the tenants of these dark, frequently damp, and al- 
ways dirty places, instead of being squalid, as some travel- 
lers have represented, are the very pictures of brown health; 
men, women, and children, as fat and dirty as they can well 
be — and amon^t them more very old, but very merry old 
men sind women than I ever saw in apy other place. Dread- 
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ful as the malaria maj be to the imaginatiooB of the travel- 
ling valetudinarian, these poor veteran Romans have not been 
the victims of it. 

Very few of' these streets are straight, though they are 
often continuous in a winding manner. But, however 
crooked they are, you are generally directed to go straight 
on, which means that you tnust go on as straight as you 
can. The Corso i^ the longest straight street in Rome, be- 
ing nearly a milci It is narrow, but well paved, and has a 
singular kind of side-walk, which in some places is only a 
foot above the street, in others as much as three and four 
feet, where it Is indented with steps to the different stores, 
dnd others to. rise and descend at every crofts i^treet These 
side elevations are very cbnvenient in the afternoon, about 
sunset, especially on Sundays and holidays, when the Ro* 
mans ta)ce their fashionable ride in open carriages, going in 
a string down on one side and up on the other — at one ex- 
tremity turning round the column of Antoninus, dnd, at the 
other, round the Egyptian obelisk at the Porta delpopolo. 
During the hour of this fashionable drive, it is often difficult 
to find an opportunity to cross the street; for on these, as 
indeed on all othei* occasions, no Roman coachman seems 
to have the least cotisideration for any person on foot-* 
he never either stops or moves an inch out of his direct 
course, contenting himself with fcrying out ^^gtiarda'^ — 
equivalent to "take care.'*^ I have often enjoyed the com- 
mon privilege, in studying the aspect of the ladies who fill 
these lounging carriages, thongh they are sometimes accom- 
panied by gentlemen^ and have been astonished at their se- 
riousness and silence; as if their whole thoughts were en- 
gaged in the deep consideration of their own importance; 
or, perhaps, from the frequency of its occurrence, indiffe- 
rent to the whole scene, and silent to avoid the fatigue of 
talking amid such a noise of Wheels, and hoofs, and cries of 
*^ gttarda.^' It has been called, and it appeared to me, a 
stupid amulsement. 
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While the rich are thus lolling in their coaches, the poor, 
having ended their day's work, in which they never over 
exert themselves, may be seen. in warm weather lying and 
sitting on the grouod by scores in the. neighbouring streets, 
eating^ a piece of bread or a fresh head of lettuce — in gene- 
ral silent and serious, like their betters— but, occcasionaU 
ly bursting into a roar of laughter at some coarse joke, and 
often manifesting their approbs^tion by a geueral clapping of 
hands. - 

The houses,' ad they are observed by the stranger in pass- 
ing along the streets, or as be ehters them to accommodate 
himself with. lodgings, are extremely irregularin height, 
breadth, and styles many of them the merest masses of 
plastered ^brick, but others, though now us:ed for the most 
ordinary purposes, were the habitations of wjealth and taste, 
indicated by grotesque, and sometimes elegant sculptured 
ornaments over the doors and windows. These masses of 
buildings, occupied below as stores, work-shops, or sta- 
bles, above are divided and subdivided into every sort of 
lodgings, from the best furnished suites of carpeted apart- 
ments<^with fire-places expressly prepared for the English, 
to double or single rooms for the sojourning of the curious 
stranger; the family that Jet opt the rooms often occupy 
the least comfortable part of the premises. Such ^e the 
buildings that are intermingled in close contact with the 
most splendid palaces— their broad fronts enriched with 
sculpture, and the high arched gateway opening into mag- 
nificent courts, ornamented with columns, statues, and foun- 
tains, and leading to sumptuous apartments and delightful 
gardens. Besides these objects of architectural luxury, 
churches abound in. every street, often fantastic — some- 
times elegant — whose portals are open all the morning . tp 
the pious or the curious, who may soon be satisfied v^ith 
their uniform richness, if not with their occasional treasures 
of fine art. 

A striking feature in the appearance of Rome is found at 
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the corners of fti any. streets, where there are devotional 
decorations of emblematic stucco,, and sometimes of good 
niarble -sculpture, surrounding a picture or statue of the 
Virgin Mary; calculated in a peculiar manner to impress 
the stranger with the conviction of ecclesiastical influence, 
"which so profusely displays the emblems of its power. 

In many thoroughfares temporary benches and shelves are 
seen piled up; with vegetables, chiefly lettuce and radishes, 
which are very cheap, and constitute a great part of the food 
of the poor. It is curious to see them eating a long compact 
bead of lettuce, as they walk along the street, without salt or 
bread. The shops for the sale of provisions are well filled .with 
bacon, sausages, fish, &;c., and the windows are generally lined 
with columns of cheese, of whicJi«:the Italians seem fond, 
though we consider them tough and insipid; . In some of Ihe 
narrow thoroughfares, where the height of the houses and 
the smallness of &e shops, render them very dark, samples 
of goods for sale are placed outside in little glass cases, which 
often form a continuous line for a great distance. As an ad- 
ditional proof how badly the Romans are furnished with 
stores, you see every where, even inthe best streets^ numbers 
of portable shops, consisting of large tcays or flat baskets, . 
each carried by two men, who cry out the kind of goods and 
their prices, and sometimes display them on the pavement. 
The owners of these basket shops may, therefore, Uve in, the 
most unfrequented situations* Yet stores are to be found 
containing large assortments of every kind of goods, espe- 
cially of French and English manufacture. At the doors pf 
many shops you see Uttle children picking the dirt. out of 
grain, which they dry in troughs when the sun happens to 
shine in their favour. .. 

As the warm weather , advances, every kind of workman 
vrho can get out his little bench, apparatus or chair, is at 
work in the street close up to his house. I have counted 
nine shoemakers, with their stalls, in front of one house, 
for the purpose of enjoying light and air. Benches and 
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chairs are likewise occupied by the idle, chiefly old gentle^ 
inen, in front of the coffee-houses, especially in the Cofso, 
where they are amused by the continual tnoTement of c^r^ 
riages and pedestrians. In the evening, especially on boli* 
days, tafok!^ are spread out with white clothes, and brilliantly 
illuminated and decoratied with flowers, containing various 
articles of food, whilst a cook i^ busy on one side with his 
portable kitchen, cooking dough-nuts, or other articles which 
are eateq on the spot; 

Every thing tliat is not measured by the yard stick is sold 
by weight; even apples, cherries and strawberries. The 
scale and fiteelyard, therefore, are carried about the streets 
with these articles. But th^ most singular Diarket in Rome 
is one that occurs every Wednesday morning in the great ob*- 
long square called Piazza Navona. There, spread oat on 
the ground, or arrayed on benches, you may find every kind 
of old or second-hand articles of cloth, wood, iron, or brass; 
old pictures, books, coins and antiquities, as well as cheap ar- 
ticles of earthen ware, tools, &c. — and at one extremity of 
the piazza, all sorts' of vegetables. The shops around the 
place partake of the miscellaneous and second-hand style of 
the market, although it is the largest place in the city, and 
decorated with no less than three costly fountains, of which 
the centre one by Bermni, is a singular assemblage of great 
rock work and colossal sculpture, surmounted with an Egyp- 
tian obelisk. 

Even carpentera and. wheel Wrights often work in the 
streets — indeed their shops are frequently too small for them 
conveniently to carry on theit business; and I have seen a 
coach building in a place where the workmen had scarcely 
room to get round ft ' Carpenters aud cabinet makers saw 
many of their boards out (Of the logs, which are fixed in front 
of their shops on forked trusses which hold the timber slant- 
ing upwards,' so that it may be sa^ed by two men. One on 
it, the other below, at first standing, then kneeling, and at last 
sitting flat oU the ground. But the timber is. knotty, and the 
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boards generally are narrow and rougb;^ they therefore glue 
several together, and QU up all crevices with plaster of Paris 
and glue. Their cabinet work presents but a tolerable ex- 
ti&mal. finish, ^bile the inside is not only coarse, but frequent* 
ly bad and weak. It is otherwise with their works in stone, 
in which they excel, furnishing vases, sarcophagi and imita* 
lions of antique remains to the curious. of all nations who 
risitRome. 

Immense quantities of eggs are for sale at the provision 
shops, especially at Easter; but a more extraordinary spec- 
tacle occurs in many parts of the city, even in the most gay 
and fashionable streets. I have seen, sometimes, a hundred- 
bens feeding in and around the door of one of these shops, 
by which you are aware that fresh eggs may be procured 
every day. The sh(?p-keeper may be deceived in those 
which are brought him from the country; but, if he be an 
bpnest man himself, with his own hens he can assure his 
customers^ at double or triple price, that his eggs are just 
laid. 

The English and French style of dress, both among men 
and women, prevails not only in the higher classes, but 
through all others, and in every part of the city. Huge 
Parisian bonnets, full set with broad ribands, are seen in 
every street; contrasting widely with the fashion of the coun- 
try, which covers the head with a white linen , cloth, folded 
square, and either hanging loo^, or kept flat by sticks within 
them, or long pins like skewers^ which' bind up the hair. 
I^oog waists and stays are universal-^the rich wear; the fa- 
shionable corset of France— the poor,, the stays of the coun- 
try, thipk set wife l[Qne, covered with gay velvet, and worn 
outside of their gowns, when they have any on, and tied at 
the top and back of the shoulders with long bunches of gay 
ribands. An apron skirted with many coloured bands hangs 
in front of a short petticoat with similar bands; and the. shoes 
have great silver buckles. The taste for large ear and fin- 
ger rings is universal, and heavy rolls of beads encircle al- 
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most every neck'— the dark red coral being calculated, by 
its contrast, to improTe their brbwn Italian complexion. 
Fals6 hair is not so nmch worn as with us, alid the gray locks 
of many a Rornan dame curl out beneath her head dress, in 
correct accordance with the number and depth of her wrin- 
kles, which are never insulted with rouge — a disgrace which 
even the palest beauty abhors. The labouring men of the 
city always appear in coarse white stockings, which they 
pride themselves in keeping smooth and tight ; velvet bree- 
ches, rarely buttoned at the knees ; and, on holidays, enor- 
mous buckles in their shoes — their round-about jacket thrown 
across ohe shoulder. The peasants, as they appear in town, 
diCFer from thes^, in wearing coarse pointed wool hats, deco- 
rated with ribands or flowers; wretched, old, ra^ed, or 
patched clothes; breeches without buttons or strings at the 
knees; sandals which they make out of raw hide, turning up 
a little above the sole, and with strong cords bound to their 
feet, the cord passing around their Jegs and up to their knees, 
encircling coarse Unen or rags, which they wear instead of 
stockings. On Sundays and holidays, certain streets, as the 
Sepetti, are the rendezvous of labouring men, who are then 
a little, but very little, better dressed than on other days; al- 
ways displaying their stout legs in coarse white stocking!, 
their knees still unbuttoned, and their shirt collars open even 
in cool weather, and, if warm, their jacket across one shoul- 
der, one sleeve hanging in front — the other behind, and shift- 
ed to the other shoulder, should their exposure to the wind 
or current of air require it I have ofteju stopped to notice 
these groups, and have been surprised to find them generally 
silent, but with an expression of content. Occasionally, when 
a joke would circulate, it was managed with the fewest words. 
It is only ^;^hen,much excited, that a Roman displays any vo- 
lubility of tongue or extravagance of gesticulation to disturb 
hfs usual air of dignity — -whether above or below contempt 
— whether with much thought or with no thought at all. 
Grteat as are the privileges of a Roman lady of some rank. 
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the women ia humble life are oden degraded by (he most 
servile sWery, whilst their lazj husbands are basking in the 
sun, or engaged in idle gossip. I have seen women carrying 
bricks and mortar, and even scraping with their fingers the mad 
which bad accumulated in filthy sewers; and they appear in 
general to labour cheerfully. It is equally /remarkable that the 
men are disposed to assemble on holidays, to play their fa- 
vourite games of bowling in the gardens of public bouses, 
without any intermingling of the other sex. The Romans 
in these respects resemble our North American savages, the 
lord^ of the forest 

But there is a custom common here worthy of admiration, 
that of servant women riding in open carriages with their 
mistresses, especially on holidays, even when they^bave not 
the chaise of nursing; it indicates domestic harmony and 
great kindness of heart. 

The Romans are certainly a sober people, but the lower 
classes, though they are not aiBicted by Irish, Scotch, ot Ame» 
rican whiskey, Holland gin, or English porter, yet often in- 
dulge to excess in the cheap wine of the country. Every 
body drinks^ wine, and to offer water to a be^r would be an 
insult. It is only used occasionally with lemons in hot weather. 
At>late hour in the evening, in many streets, may be beard 
the noise of Bacchanalian merriment proceeding from some 
deep cavernous chamber, which, seen, by lamp-light, riiows 
nothing but coarse plastered walls, a greasy brick pavement, 
and benches and tables, around which^ in the absence of all 
other comforts, ithe most d!iiserable enjoy their principal, or 
only meal of the day, and freely circulate the bottle as a so- 
cial bond. Besides, on holidays, the wine shops are frequent- 
ed by groups of men and women, who sometimes exliibit 
around the door a noisy and licentious crowd. But wine is 
not always deemed sufficient, and those who are disposed to 
take^a walk about sunrise, may every day see persons with 
tittle baskets of aqua vitaSi which is swallowed by artificers 
between tbeir beds and their work-shops. 

16 
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In the morning, herjds of goats, from ten to thirty^ are 
moving in all directions to siipplj the inhabitants "with milk; 
and in the evening they arfe seen going out of the city gates, 
concentrated in large herds of hundreds together, in the charge 
of a small nutnber of goatherds. A few asses perform the 
same domestic service, but I have seldom seen any cows in 
the city; indeed in the country they seem scarce, though the 
most beautiful gray oxen^ with large horns, are every where 
at work, and bring loads of provisions into Rome; at that 
time jtheir horns are tied with strong ropes to the pole of the 
wagon to prevent mischief by the motion of their necks. 
After the goats are milked, their keepers permit them to rest 
in some unfrequented or wide street, where they exhibit a 
i^emarkably mild and inoffensive character, though they pos^ 
sess a sober aspect which our little mischievous and timid 
goats have not. I never looked at goats with pleasure be- 
fore, and my pleasure, as an artist, was increased by the con- 
sideration, that these objects of picturesque beaiuty funiish 
the estcellent and cheap material of the Roman goat4iair 
pencils. , ' ■ \ ^\ 

In sesirching for the arch of JanUs, I passed through some 
of the dirtiest and busiest streets of Rome, beyond the Ca- 
pitol, thronged with, a population of sturdy mechanics, exer- 
cising theif trades with a vigour and activity, totally unlike 
the indolence which prevails in other parts of the city fre- 
quented by, strangers. In this quarter are many blacksmith 
shops, where I saw, around a central fire place, nine or ten 
meta, with naked bodies, vigorously but gaily clinking their 
hammers. But in vain did I inquire of them for the arch 
of Janus or Quadrifrontrs. Still, at every corner where I 
stopped, I was directed to go straight on, which ever way 
I happened to be looking — so that J entirely encircled the 
spot, where at last I found the massive arch, which is com- 
monly supposed to have been built as a market place or pro- 
tection from the sunbeams^ Clumsy as it is, I rather think 
' it was intended as an ornament at the intersection of cross 
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streets, though it is now divested of ornamentSy and there 
are no streets crossing at it. During the civil wars it was 
cdnyerted into a fortress. 

.Near this we found and looked- into, a broken section of 
the Cloaca maxima^ or great ancient, sewer of Rome^ still 
conducting a muddy and stinking stream into the Tiber^ 
From a little archway at one side issues a clear rivulet, 
which turns the foul water so effectually aside, that even in 
the sewer you may venture to drink it and be assured, of its 
unrivalled purity, whether it proceeds from the fountain of 
Juturna or not. A branch of it, a little higher upi, furnishes 
a situation within a dark cavern for a ^Washerwoman. An- 
tiquarians are wonderfully excited by the solidity of thijs 
sewef, which has continued, for upwards of two thousand 
three hundred years, to answer the same purpose for which 
it was constructed by Tarquin, though it is nearly filled with 
gravel up to the keystone. 

In perambulating Rome, the variety of fountains both sur- 
piTise and delight the stranger; for this city is more profusely 
supplied with theift than any other in the world. Of .these 
the fountain of Trevi is the most magnificent, being an. im- 
mense structure of the last century, consisting of a):tificial 
rocks^ built up against the palace Buoncompagni ; among 
which a colossal statue of Ocean stands in a great scallop 
shell drawn by sea4iorses, which are led by Tritons. The 
cascades, winding streams, and jets of water that issue from 
a most copious source, fall into and fill a laiige marble reser- 
voir. The sound of its falling waters may be* heard some 
distance from the place. Thi? vast supply of water is brought 
to Rome by means of an aqueduct, built by Agrippa for the 
use of. his baths. . y * 

The FoE^taha Paolina, situated on the brow of Monte Gia- 
nicola, was erected mpre than two hundred years ago, and is 
supplied by an aqueduct built by Adrian, which brings the 
water io this great height from a distance of twenty-five 
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miles. It is an OFnamental building, out of which the water 
falls into a large marble reservoir, and, passing under ground, 
supplies not only the city below, and the roof of St. Peter's, 
but furnishes an abundant* stream, besides, for the use of a 
foi^e and various mills, which you pass in ascending to the 
fountain. I stopped at the grist-mill to examine the water 
wheel, the noise of which attracted my attrition. It was 
horizontal, and its shaft, unaided by modem improvements, 
and in primeval simplicity, bore the stone which was grind- 
ing in the room above. The water, as it issued obliquely 
from the lower end of a long tube, struck against vanes on 
the wheel, and turned it with great velocity in a cloud of 
spray. From the site of this fountain, and the beautiful ter* 
race of the church of St Pietro in Montorio, you have a de- 
lightful view of Rome. 

The two fountains in front of St. Peter^s are seldom men- 
tioned without the epithet of beautiful. Each consists of a 
pyramidal succession of basins, projecting from a central shafts 
which, at the top, throws up a number of copious jeU; the 
water falling from basin to basin — ^the last of which is a single 
piece of granite fifty feet in circumference. When the air is 
calm, the white heads of the concentrated jets and the regu- 
lar fall of the water from the edges of the basins, and finally 
into the great reservoir at the base, are certainly beautiful. 
But it is idle to talk of the atmosphere of Rome being re- 
freshed by these fountains : no one approaches them in the 
broiling siin to enjoy their spray, while th^ air is always suffi- 
ciently cool under the shady passages of the circular corri- 
dors. A heated imagination, however, may possibly be cooled 
by the refreshing and rural noise of tb^ falling water. When 
a strong wind blows, the water is dispersed like rain, ex- 
posing to yiew the basins, darkly covered with dripping moss, 
as ^oon as your attention can bewithdrawn from a beautiful 
rainbow, which is seen if the isi^n be shining from behind 
you. 
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- I have before spoken of the Fouutain in the Piazza di 
Spagna, made in the form of a large antique bark, which is 
filled and surrounded with water, continually pouring in 
and out of it, in various streams — one of the conceits of the 
inexhaustible Bernini. |n warm weather a number of le* 
liionade stalls, making great display of glasses and thick- 
skinned lemons, are stationed around this Travertine bark, 
borrowing their miniature foontaiiis by means of temporary 
tm tubes, and affording their lemonade which is made with* 
out sugar at one cent a glass. I have likewise alluded to 
the three great fountains in the Piazza Navona. The cen<^ 
tre one is especially worth describing. Within a circu- 
lar reservoir seventy-three feet in diameter, rises a great 
niasel of. artificial rock work, forty feet in height, widely 
perforated through its four sides at the base, on the top of 
which an Egyptian obelisk of fifty feet rises from a pedestal 
of "ten feet — making a total of one hundred feet. Ofl the 
rocks, which discharge large streams of water, are four co- 
lossal figures, by their emblems denotiug the rivers Danube, 
Nile^ Plata and Ganges. Coming out of the eavernous 
openings at one side is a River Horse, and, at the other, a 
Lion. I did not remain in Rome late enough to witness 
the sport of walking and driving around these fountains, in 
the month of August, when the whole, place is flooded with 
water every Saturday and Sunday afternoon; but,. for the 
purpose of showing the Grand Duchess of Russia the inge- 
nuity of Roman artificers of fire-works, there was an extra- 
ordinary display which I did witness in this place, consisting 
of ever^ species of rockets, wheels, snakes, bees, wreaths, 
garlands, erowns, ciphers, inscriptions, temples, fountains, 
and irruptions, that could be efiected by gunpowder and the 
chemical agents of light and colour. Besides the spectators 
in all the neighbouring windows, and standing in every va- 
cant space.^ theri^ were probably not less than twenty thou* 
sand rush^bottomed chairs, in regulated rows, hired out for 
the evening all around the piazza. This brilliant spectacle, 
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which lasted half an hour, concluded by the most singular 
effects of fiery fountains around the obelisk, the cavernous 
rocks at the same time being illuminated with a glowing red 
iighty as if the infertial Pluto had suddenly taken mysterious 
possession of the premises. 

In. short, go where you may in Rome, fountains are seen 
in most of the public places, in front of churches and pa- 
laces; besides a vast number which are constantly playing in 
private court-yards and gardens. The little garden of the Bor- 
ghese palace is so encircled with them, in the midst of rich 
sculpture, that it may be called the Garden of Fountains: 
and the extensive grounds of the Villa Boi^bese, which arp 
always open for the public enjoyment, near the Porta del 
popolo^ alotie possess as many elegant fountains as would 
serve ' for the embellishment of a city. All these fountaiina^ 
ill and about Rome, are supplied from three, ancient aque- 
ducts which have been kept in repair — ^five others have fallen 
into ruins, which fed the fountains, and especially the public 
baths of ancient Rome. But the modern Romans are so lit- 
tle addicted to the lustrations of their predecessors, notwith- 
standing the aqueducts which are left them, thatthere are now 
no public baths, and only two small establishments at hotels, 
where a hot bath may be procured at a high price. In a less 
refined manner, dirty artificers may sometimes be seen, below 
the last bridge, on Satui'days, bathing in the muddy stream of 
the rapid Tiber* 

The vast'tsupply of water which scours and sweetens the 
sewers of Rome, does not induce the inhabitants to scrub 
theit houses, as is customary in America with a less supply, 
because the floors are generally paved with rough, bricks, 
which from age ak'e frequently very open in the interstices: 
nor do they scrub down their stair-cases, which only serve 
a»\streets to get up into their mountains of houses, inhabit- 
ed by mariy families. But they are enabled, at a mode- 
rate cost, to have their clothes well washed, either at home 
or at washing establishments, where you niay see, in a front 
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room.or shop^ a great cistern of stone, with a continual stream 
of fresh water, and around It a dozen brawny armed womeui 
merrily at work, every day from morning till night The 
clothes are dried either on the tops of houses or on cords 
which are stretched high across the least frequented streets. 
But, still to speak of water, as the water of the aqueducts 
only flows to the fountains, and as every house is inhabited 
by many families, you may frequently see one well of w»* 
ter, in the court-yard, serve them all, by means of iron 
rods or wires which go up from it, in various angles, to the 
kitchen window of every inhabitant. By means of a rope 
and pulleys, a copper bucket slides down the iron rod; 
the pulley being stopped directly over the well, the bucket 
continues to descend into it, till it rests on the water, when 
its heavy iron handle upsets and fills it, to be drawn up. 
The waste water from every house is conducted under co* 
ver into the sewers, which are in every street, and whieh 
are essentially sweetened, by that which flows through thein 
from the fountains. 

The bridges in Rome are so distant from each other, that 
it is found convenient to employ a ferry-boat, which is sta* 
tioned at a populous point of the city, whence, in a sort 
of scow, half roofed, moving obliquely, by the action of 
the current, and by means of a stay*rope and., pulley, 
running on a rope which crosses the river, I have often 
passed over to the country paths that lead behind the green 
ramparts of St. Angelo to the ever-attractive regions of St 
Peter's and the Vatican. But, when the high summer sua 
becomes insupportable, without the shelter of trees, I was 
glad to seek the circuitous shade of the narrow streets which 
form the accustomed route by the bridge of Sant^ Angeli. 

Having rambled in all directions to glance at the exterr 
nal appearance of Ropcie, to understand its ground plot, and 
to become a little acquainted with its characteristics; we 
a^e now at leisure to enter its magnificent palaces, to exa- 
mine the treasures of modern art which they contain; and 
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which, in connexion with the ruins of ancient splendour, 
and the remains of ancient art, constitute the chief wealth 
of.Italy, by means of the visiters who are attracted from 
all parts of the world. 

In the demolition of anciei^t edifices, and in the excava* 
tipns among their ruins, many of the beautiful works of art 
became the property of the nobles and. cardinals; some 
germing to ornament their own palaces, and others, by vari- 
ous means, falling into foreign hands, by which they are 
lost to Rome — as the Farnesian statues at Naples. But, 
during the government of a long succession of popes, the 
specimens of ancient art that co^ild be procured by purchase, 
by actual excavations, and, finally, by exclusive right, have 
been deposited in galleries constructed in the pontifical pa- 
lace to receive them — ^forming a wonderful series of collec- 
tions in a connected range of the most splendid galleries and 
balls. 

The principal entrance to the apartments of the Vatican 
i« by pursuing the corridor which rises in a sloping direc- 
tion at the right band corner of St Peter's to the statue 
of Charlemagne, where the stair^ease begini^ which was de- 
signed by the sumptuous Bernini. Under richly ornament- 
ed vaults and cornices, beautiful yellow marble columns rest 
on the steps, detached from the walls on each side. This 
magnificent colonnade of Bteps conducts you to the regal 
hall> profusely, enriched with sculpture, painting, and gild* 
ii;ig— more curious and interesting to see than to hq de- 
scribed. Besides leading to the guard room.of the pope's 
apartments, out of this hall the Pauline and Sistine chapels 
open* 

The Sistine Chapel is a large, high^ oblong box of a rootn, 
without a single architectural projection; but the flat plasp^ 
tered ceilings and walls are entirely covered with fresco de- 
corations that were intended to supply that deficiency. Th^ 
walls, painted by various artists of merit in their time, and 
now much injured, ofieribg nothing worthy of notice; bat 
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the ceiling, designed and executed' by Michael Angeloi is 
eminently worthy of admiration, as exhibiting the best 
productipns of his pencil, and the only paintings by that 
colossal genius not yet destroyed by smoke, and which 
display, the grandeur of his invention and the boldness 
of his eiteeution. But the Last Judgment, on the farthest 
end wall, in the dark, stained wKh damp and mould, and 
blackened by smoke, falls to excite astonishment and admi- 
ration, and would not for a moment arrest attention, but 
for its former celebrity. Indeed, it now retains its reputa* 
Hon only by right of ancient usage — being as completely in 
ruin as are the baths of Caracalla. It is difficult and painful 
to trace out the natureiof the eomposition ; which can be 
better understood by a common engraving, and infinitely 
better by the small cotemporaneous copy which is in the 
museum at Naples. 

The Pauline Chapel, adjoining, was originally enriched 
by two paintings by Michaei Angelo; but they are hidden 
beneath the smoke of countless Vrax candles which the pa- 
geantry of the church requires annually. 

From this place you may pass through some apartments 
into the lodges or open galleries of the Vatican; but the 
usual mode is^ by a passage or road which winds up to a 
large square court-yard, surrounded by arcades and lodges, 
or open galleriesi three stories high, and communicating 
with the museum of statues, library, and picture gallery. 
Numerous great stair-cases, a wonder in themselves, lead 
to various parts of these lodges, and the first td which you 
are directed is the Loggia di Rafaelhy the ceilings of 
which were painted by Raphael and his scholars. Whilst 
the French were in ^ssession of Rome, this gallery was 
entirely enclosed with glass to prevent any farther injury, 
by the weather, to these relics of the genius of Raphael. 
They consist of small tablets with figures, apparently not 
more than two feet high, and command but little attention, 
except from studdnts of the art, The simple and chaste 

17 
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style of their composition i^ sufficiently rendered in the en- 
gravings which have been made from them, as the pictures 
themselves possess little merit of colour, and frpm their 
height are seen with difficulty and pain. The \yalls are 
tastefully decorated with arabesques, which Raphael conde- 
scended to compose, in imitation of the dwellings of the 
ancient Romans, as seen in the baths of Titus. 

But the neighbouring stanze, or rooms of Raphael, are 
the chief objects of attention and veneration^ commencing 
with the hall of Coiistantine, on whose immense broadside 
is his Victory over Maxen tins near Rome, designed by Ra- 
phael^ but executed after his death by his scholars. This 
work shows great variety and vigour of composition^ but 
has evidently been executed in haste. The other three 
rooms are chiefly painted by Raphael himself, or his scho- 
lars under his direction. Besides pieces of inferior merit, 
in which, however, there are always fine heads, figures, 
and draperies to admire, the most distinguished are \h& 
School of Athens, the Conflagration, Heliodorus, and St. 
Peter in Prison; which are best described by referring to 
the engravings from them. These frescos are so much in- 
jured by time and smoke, and the lances of Hessian sol- 
,diers, when these rooms served them for barracks, that 
they excite but little pleasure at first sight. Artists of all 
nations are continually copying theih^some mounted on 
3caffolding up to the ceiling — some drawing, others paint- 
ing, and all seeking out, with almost idolatrous, or rather 
8,uperstitioi|s admiration, the beauty of every head, hand, 
Jimb, and fold of drapery. I could not help thinking that 
0Ome of the large drawings, made from them in black an4 
white crayon, were more beautiful thaa the originals; be- 
f!aus6 they give us all the merit of form ai^d composition 
without ^ny colouring, which is better than what is bad, 
>nd without the deformities of scratches and smoke. When 
they were first painted and seen in all their freshness, they 
V^ere dpubtle^s calculated to delight and astOQish^ especially 



^Digitized by 



Google 



KOTJBS ON ITALY. 131 

when compared with the formal, inanimate, and lahorioas pro^ 
diictions of preceding artists, and even of Raphael himself^ 
as be issued from the rigid schpol of Perrugino. At that timey 
too, the character and occupation of an artist, supposed to be 
born with a superior genius, and patronised by all the wealth 
and power of the church and state, were objects of constant 
attention and excitement Every church and palace was to 
be decorated, and not a wall or ceiling was permitted to re* 
main without the embellishment of the pencil. The frescos 
of Raphael, therefore, when they appeared, after he had felt 
the invigorating, influence of Michael Angelo's works in the 
Siptine Chapel, were admired as the productions of inspired 
genius, and their author was venerated as the divine Raphael 
But these works are now faded, dirty, defaced and repaired^ 
to suth a degree^ that a just conception of them cannot 
be formed without the assistance of careful drawings made 
from them. From the example of Camucini, the celebrated 
historical painter of Rome, these drawings are frequently 
made of single fignres or groups, at a time, of full size, and 
carefully shaded on gray p^per with black and white crayon. 
One of the devoted admirers of Raphael^ who would copy 
nothing in Rome from any other master, told me that he had 
lately been in conversation with an English gentleman, who 
remarked, th^t if such a genius as Raphael was now livings 
when the arts are more advanced, and better understood than 
they were in his time^ what a wonderful advance he would 
mak«. " My God !" said the copyist^ in his imperfect Eng- 
lish, '^ if Raphael is alive now, he shall die to laugh at them 
that will teach him to paint.'^ 

. The idea of the English gentleman^ however, is not with- 
out reason. It was the happy genius of Raphael to improve 
upon what went before him^ and his greatcharacteristics were 
taste and judgment. He was not singular in drawing well ; 
it was the (distinction of the school in which he was edu- 
cated; but he bad the good sense to design his groups with 
few figures, which were carefully studied^ according to the 
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best principles then known; and he particularly succeeded in 
giving thera grace, propriety of action, and expression. The 
invedtion, composition, d'ravring, and colouring of many ar- 
tists of the present day, are such' as would command the ap- 
plause of Raphael were he now living ; and if his genius 
could enable' him to make an advance beyond them^ corres- 
ponding with what he did beyond the dry performances of Per- 
rugino and Massacio, great as his reputation is, and exceHeRt 
as the works are upon which it is founded^ they would un- 
questionably hs^ve been greater and more deserving the un- 
qualified praises which are devoted to hire* . . 

What is called the Gallerj/ of Pictures^ is found by still 
ferther ascending immense flights of steps to the highest stoiy, 
where there is a range of six rooms, the windows of which 
open to the north. These are large, square, plain, brick- 
pavdd, unornamented rooms, entirely devoted to the preser* 
vation , exhibition, and copying of twenty-nine choice and ce- 
lebrated pictures, which are placed expressly to suit the con* 
venience of artists. 

The most celebrated of these are, the Transjiguration^ by 
Raphael; the Communion <2/**Sf.t/eroine,by Domeniehino; 
a Pee/o, by Michael Angelo Caravaggio; St. Somtialdo^s 
Visions by Andrea Sacchi; the Incredulity of St. Thomas^ 
by Guercino ; and the Madonna (H Foligno^ by Raphael. 

Most of these pictures are of lai^je size, and all of them 
are worthy the especial study of the artist. Permission to 
copy them is readily obtained by application to the pope*s se- 
cretary, when the places are not occupied, or whenever a va- 
cancy may occur: but the applicants for the Transfiguration 
are so numerous, I am told, that it is engaged for several years 
to come, by artists of various nations. A good copy of this 
picture, therefore, cannot be easily had, even at a high price. 
The Italian artists complain that while it was in Paris it was 
retouched and injured. This is not probable; a8,.ukider the 
direction of Denon, David, and other great artists, the opera* 
tion of repairing valuable pictures was efibcted in the most 
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cautious and correct manner, as laid down in a Feport to the 
JNational Institute. During its lamented absence from Rome 
it existed in the improving recollections of the admirers of 
Raphael as a perfect work. Now, that it is restored to them, 
when they are better judges, and whea the art itself has made 
advances, they are sensible of defects which it always had; 
for it was left unfinished by Raphael, and Julio Romano filled 
up the blanks with less harmony and skill than would have 
been shown by his master. 

The other picture by Raphael, the Madonna di Foligno, 
is a formal and uqpjeasant composition, made to the fancy of 
a tasteless customer; so that the extraordinary reputation it 
enjoys must be understood only.to apply to the naturyd colour^ 
ing and high finish of the head^. 

These rooms are always open for the inspection of the.cu- 
riouS) who derive additional pleasure from witnessing the ope- 
rations of the artists at work, many of whom are of the high- 
est Tespectability, notwithstanding the wish of Lady Morgan, 
" that the whole tribe of copyists, with all their lumber, were 
kicked out P' 

After h&ving seen the magnificent niosaics in St Peter's, 
and several of the original pictures from which they were 
executed, I was desirous of knowing the manner of perform- 
ing this extraordinary imitation of painting. The Studio of 
Mosaics is in a lower apartment of the Vatican, into which 
there is no difficulty ia obtaining entrance. Various rooms 
are occupied by mosaic workers, some copying small pictures 
for the purpose of i^arning and practising the art ; and others, 
who are more experienced, occupied with larger works for 
the churches. Beyond these is .a great hall, tiie walls of 
which are covered with shelves, containing, in store, the ma- 
terial for the; mosaic work^ which consists of semi-vitreous 
porcelain or <:oarse enamel, melted and poured into cakes half 
an inch tl>ick and several inches in diameter. These cakes 
are of every colour that may be required, all arranged, num- 
bered, registered, and weighed out, by an accountant, to the 
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workmen as tbey are wanted, to be afterwarda broken into 
bits. Some of the cakes consist of two or more colours, gra- 
dually blending into each other. This great magazine of mo- 
saic stones^ the keeper assured me, contains sixteen thousand 
assorted tints. In one of the rooms you are shown some beau- 
tiful tables and mantel-pieces^ ornamented with flowers, fruit, 
animals, and landscapes ; and, hanging on the walls, several 
small pictures, from Guido and Caracci^ the ordinary size of 
portraits, so finely executed as to resemble rich oil paintii^gfr 
at the distance of a fevvr feet 

Before I had an opportunity of witnessing the operation, of 
mosaic work, 1 had imagined that the great pictures must be 
wrought lying flat on the floor. Not so — they are placed 
nearly erect, with the one to be copied, so that the e^ct 
may be compai^ed from time to time* Pictures three or four 
feet long are each done on a sheet of copper, stiffened with 
6trong iron bars within a rim of metal* The interior irregu- 
lar surface is, then nearly filled up with a level mass of ce- 
ment; upon which, when dry, the design is correctly traced.. 
Larger pictures, and (especially such as are intended for per- 
msuient fixture in churches, are executed each on. one great 
slab of stpne,fr.pm eightto. twelve inches thick, which is ex- 
cavated td the depth of about one inch, to receive the ce- 
ment, leaving a raised border all around^ 
. The artist, having carefully traced the contours of his pic- 
ture on the smooth surface of the cement, procures from the 
adjoining magazine an assortment of tints to $uit the part he 
purposes working at; and is furnished with a little tablCvOn 
which, is fixed a chisel, with the edge upwards, in the manner 
of an anvil, on which, with a hanuner, he breaks the semi- 
vitreous composition into small squares or other shapes, to 
suit the part to be copied. Along side of this is another ta- 
ble, furnished with a horizontal grindstone on a vertical shaft, 
made to revolve rapidly by a cord which passics round a lar- 
ger wheel, turned by a pin at its periphery. This is moved 
witii the leftchand, while the right is employed in fashioning 
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the bits of stone into squares, triangles, circles, crescents, 
d^. of yarious dimensions. The artist then chisels out of 
his composition, within the lines of his drawing, any spot he 
chooses to fill up with his mosaic; which, being inserted, stone 
bj stone, with fresh cement, enables him either to pursue the 
continuity of an outline, or the masses and directions of si- 
milar tints; so that he can work at any spot, and fill up the 
intervals, 6r take out any portion of what he has dode, and 
do it over again. The stones are from half an inch to' three 
quarters in depth, and in breadth, of all sizes, from an eighth 
to half an inch i(i diameter. 

After the picture is finished, and' the surface of the stones 
ground down to a level and perfectly polished, the white ce- 
ment is carefully scraped out of the interstices to ^ little 
depth. A variety of painters^ colours, in fine powder, are 
then each mixed with a small portion of melted wax, and 
put on a palette. With these, by means of a hot pointed 
iron, like a tinman's soldering-iron, the artist melts a little of 
the cofoured wax to ipatch the stones, and runs it from the 
point of his iron into all the crevices — then scrapes off the 
superfluous wax, and cleans the surface with spirits of tur- 
pentine. 

Nothing can be more appropriate in churches which are 
lined with precious marbles, than these kindred pictures, 
which rival the beauty of oil paintings, and defy the injuries 
of damp and smoke, which have been so destructive to ^lany 
fine pictures. Cainucini is now the director of these works, 
and is zealous in endeavouring, by means of this curious, art, 
and the great skill of those artists who at present execute it, 
to preserve the best paintings of the great masters, which 
are now imperfectly seen in several churches, and are^in dan- 
ger of perishing. 

The cakes of enamel composition are prepared at a che- 
mical laboratory, not only for the government mosaic manu- 
factory, but for the numerous artists who execute mosaics. of 
9. small size, which are bought by strangers as specimens of 
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an art almost peculiar to Rome. I knew one flrtkt who em- 
ployed tbirteea bands, and he informed me that not less than 
two hundred persons were constantly employed in Rome. The 
consequences of this increasing competition are, not y>nly- 
that these works are produced at a cheaper rate than for- 
meirly, but, occasionally, are executed in greater perfection. 
These workers of miniature mosaics are furnished with the 
enamel in slender sticks, which they heat in the flame of a 
htmp, and draw out as fine as maybe required; and some- 
times combine rods of several colours. These filaments are 
broken by a pair of plrars into lengths of an eighth or quar- 
ter of an inch, and put tc^ether in the same manner bs the 
lai^e works. 

It was formerly supposed that the ancient mosaics were 
always executed with r6al stones. This wa» certainly (he 
case with some of their beautiful pavements, many of which 
are prtserved in the chambers of the Vatican;' but in their 
mosaic pictures on walls you can find nothing but a semi-vi- 
treous composition exactly like that which is now used ; only, 
comprising a more limited extent of colours, arid displayfng 
less perfection in the workmanship. • 

A grfeat portion of the palace of the Vatican, which is 
said to be seventy thousand feet in circumference, arid to 
contain a thousand rooms, is devoted to the preservation and 
display of every thing interesting which has been found in 
the ruins of ancient buildings in and around Rome; besides a 
similar but less extensive collection which forms the MuSeuoi 
of the Capitol. 

The entrance to these vast repositories of art is from the 
Loggia di Rafiaelle, opening into a long gallery lined with 
l3ionumental and other inscriptions, altars, architectural 
fragments, &c. At the end of this, twice a week, the iron 
grating is opened^ to visiters, who are permitted to range 
through a wonderful succession of princely galleries, halls, 
and rotundas, constructed by celebrated architects with a 
splendour that rivals imperial Rome^ arid enriched with mar- 
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ble columns of every colour, fresco paintings by celebrated 
masters, and mosaic pavements taken from the ancient edi- 
fices. The whole series filled with a collection of statues, 
vases, baths, altars, tombs, tables, &c., numerous and inte- 
pesiing, beyond the conception of any one who has liot wit- 
nessed the astonishing display. 

Herie a[re to be seen the beautifdl statues of the Apollo BtU 
ifedere^ the Meleager and the Mercury^ and, above bll, the 
unrivalled Laocoon, statues which, with many others, the 
moi^opolizing spirit of Napoleon transported across the Alps 
to Paris, and which^ at a gr^at expense, have been restored 
to Rome; that of the Apollo to the same spot where it was 
placed by Michael Angelo. 

In ihori^ the student and the amateur of th^ arts, in the 
investigation of form and all that relates to costume and cha- 
racter, may 6nA inexhaustible resources for the purposes of 
study, in these precious relics of the taste and genius of the 
ahcieiits, the boast of Rome and the glory of the Vatican. 

^* Its ceilings richly painted hi fresco, its pictured pavements 
of ancient mosaics, its magnificent gates of bronze, its po- 
lished columns of ancient porphyry, splendid spoils of impe- 
rial Rome — its accumulation of Grecian marbles, Egyptian 
granites, and oriental alabasters, the very names of which 
are unknown in transalpine lands; its bewildering extent 
and prodigality of magnificence ; but, above all, its amazing 
treasures of sculpture, have so confused my senses, that I 
can scarcely believe in its reality, and am almost iempted 
to ask myself if ft is not all a dream."* - 

It is indeed a delicious dream, but a dream that mu^t be 
repeated by the artist until its impressions are confirmed into 
- records of truth and usefulness. 

My only visit to the Vatican library happened to be when 
the librarian was absent; .so that I was conducted by men 

• Borne in the nineteenth centurj'. 
18 . 
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vrbo merely showed the rpoms^ explained tibe various paint- 
ings, and opened a few. caaes of curiosities . and ,aiitiquitiest 
Except in a small department fitted up* in die modern ^jle, 
the booksi entirely out of sight, were enclosed in low cases, 
b^ng ornamented on their topa with Etruseaa vasesi. A 
suite of chambers crosses the end of the great hal], opening 
into, each other through elegant coiuipns x>f alabaster and por- 
phyry, to tlie extent of a quarter of a mile. A'l the. rooms 
are profusely decorated with fresco paintings, commemcNca- 
ting intieresting circumstances concerning, the arts and literar 
ture, as they have been advanced by successive, pqpes^ and 
distinguished men; . 

AmoDg the private palaces, whose collections of pictures 
constitute one of the greatest attractions of Roh)e« that of 
the Prince Boiigbesie is the most frequented^ as it is the most 
regularly H^pen. The owner of this splendid palace, as well 
as the ei:tensive pleasuregroun'ds and villa behind the Pincian 
hilL, has long resided at Florence, and seldom, visits Rome; 
yet these places are kept in repair arid open for the. enjoy- 
ment of the public. The Borghfise gallery oi pictures, so 
long* celebrated, occupies eleven rooms on the grodnd-floor, 
which are entered within a quadrangular court beneath ar- 
t3kd,BS of ninety-six columns. The pictures entirely coyer 
the walls, and consist of specimens of a, great satiety of 
masters, many, of which are of great celebrity, particularly 
the Diana and her Nymphs^ and the Cumsean Sybils by 
Domenichipo; the Graces by Titian; and the Danae^ by 
Corregio. The whole of these rooms are open for the use of 
artists, on a written applioatibn, which is seldom refused; so 
that every day, except Sundays and holidays, anumber of ar- 
tists maybe seen copying pictures,orpartsof pictures, which 
are under the care of persons who always attend in the rooms 
for this purpose, and to show the cDJlettion to strangers* The 
fees which are given to these citstQdi by visiters and artists, 
afford them a connfortable income. These rooms are fitted 
up in a style of the utmost magnificence, being furnished. 
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besictes tiie paintings, with a profusion of the inost costly and 
splendid tkb'Ies of precious stones', supported on* carved aUd 
g^iltrfigares and oroaments; chairs and sopbas of satin, Telret 
and gold; the vaulted ceilings painted by various masters, aiid 
decorated With every species of device that has been imagined 
for such purposes, m fresco, stucco and gilding. Here the lar- 
ti»t may place his easel before the picture he has selected, mi 
take what pains be Can in making his copy; surrounded by 
other inspiring vvorks, on which he may recreate himself,, as 
be rests from his^labour, or go round and observe the process 
of other artists. ' The doors are opened at nine in themorn- 
i|)g, and closed at four or five in the afteitioon. Places are 
appropriated for putting away 'his easel, land ibr drying his 
pictures. • ' 

Mr. Eryine, a Scotch aKist, Who has resided forty years at 
Rome, informed me that twenty-one statues and bassi relievi 
itin rebotain in France,. besides some paintings, that. ought to 
baye beea restored to , Italy. The Boighese collection of 
marbles was bought by Napoleon, and the .Prince Borgheae 
was paid for them in lands in Piedmont, of which he was 
made governor. On the restoration of the .Bourbons, the 
jand.s were taken from him, and he demanded back his sta-* 
tues, which were arranged in niagpificent ];ialls, fitted up ex- 
pressly for them in ,the Louvre. The government, however, 
inade an arrapgement to retain then^, and pay him eight hun- 
dred thousand francs. About forty-five pictures out of the 
Bprgbese palace were sold, during the French government, 
for the payment of exactions; and most of the best paintings 
in the galleries of Rome were likewise sold on the same ac- 
CQunt, and lo^t to Italy; leavipg iq the hearts of the redujced 
nobility a bitter animosity against the conqueror. 
, The J)oria palace, of vast extent and great magnificence, 
is on^ of the most striking ornaments of the principal street, 
from which two great archways op^n into its spacious court. 
Its numerous halls, corridors, and galleries ajre crowded with 
paintings by artists of the greatest celebrity. The first room 
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IB, filled with lai^e water colour paintings by Caspar Pousr 
811%, composed in fais grand style, but executed in a light and 
airy manner that I did not expect; they are probably faded. 
The adjoining room ii^ chiefly filled with large oil paintings, 
by the same master, so black and confused a& to appear quite 
disadvantageousjy; these haye probably grown darker. Some- 
thing between the two may have been the taste of the living 
Poussin. • Siome of the rooms contain very fine pictures, but 
in such a wretched: state of neglect and decay, dull, dirty, 
and ill' want of rarnish, Ihat they can with difficulty be seen. 
Among them are several fine landscapes, by Claude. The 
rooms are in general very dark, and so cold, as. to make one 
impatient of lingering in them. 

After many attempts to seethe Sciarra palace, I at lengjlh 
gained access, when the rooms were not occupied by th^ &- 
mily, and found it to be sis represented, a small but choice 
collection of {paintings; I particularly admired' a fine Magda-- 
len^ by Guido, a splqndid Portrait of a Lady^ by Titian, 
and" an excellent copy^of Raphael's Transfiguratiortj by 
Valentib. , 

The approach to the Barberini palace through a ruinous 
brick archway into an unpaved court-yard, the broken groands 
around it, the neglected garden,, once ornamented with, fine 
statues, now dirty, moss-covered^ broken and fallen down, 
and the moss-dripping fountains, all impress you with an 
idea of the reiduced fortunes of its proprietors. A spacious 
hall server as an entrance to the apartments inhabited by 
the family, to which you rise as usual by an ample and mas- 
sive stair-way. The ceiling of this ball, for its neatness, rich- 
ness of colouring, and variety of inventionyis considered the 
greatest work of the kind ever executed by Pietro- da Cor- 
tona, being an allegorical homage to the glory of the Bar- 
berini family. Some wretched old paintings do not hide the 
pakedness of the lofty walls.. The first room contains a 
number of old and curious pieces, of sculpture, the best of 
which is a ^Sa/yr, lying on his back,- said to be the worik of 
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Michael Angelb — its breast is polished by the touch of the 
Dumerous viriters who pass the rounds of the palaces o( 
Rome. In the other rooms are many pictures, laiige and 
small, that otly provoked my impatience to pass them, witln 
out hearing their names from our comtoiunicative attendant 
But in sopieileserted rooms in a lower story, we were shown 
'several pictures much more deserving of attention^ I waii 
charmed with the little boy's head and armin a ITo/y Fami* 
k/y by Andrea del Sarto; a beautiful hsead by Guido Reni« ol 
the wiretch^d Beatrite Cenci; a fine SL Feter^ by Raphael 
Men^, with a strong, and rich effect; and some others^ 
which were interesting, as the careful woi^ of the earlj 
masters. - 

To see Guidons celebrated Auroray it Was necessary in 
this neighbourhood to find (he Palace Roapigliosi. Some 
loud knocking at a gate brought out an old woman who 
gave us entrance, by moss stained steps, ornamented with 
headless busts, to a handsome garden, which we crossed to 
reach the Gasina, a beautiful little buildings the ceiliilg of 
which contained our pictures. Morghen's excellent engravii^ 
gives almost a p<erfect idea of it; for though the colour of 
many parts is good, yet. the effect of the whole, from inju- 
dicious repairs, is hiarsh and dissonant The limbs are h^a- 
yy, and the hands l^feless;^— but the left hand figulre. possesses 
a beauty of. face that is not rendered in the engraving. A 
young mian, with his easel on the pavement, was straining 
his neck tQ.finish a small copy of it Two adjoining rooms 
are filled with pictures; but, nptwithstandiitg the names of 
Guido, Domenichino,. Rubens and Caracci, which are rapidly 
miumbled by a toothless old woman, who is anxious to g^t 
y.ourinbney, atid send you away; I found little to admire or 
detain me. tlepeated visits failed to procure us a sight of 
the pictures in the principal building belonging to Prince 
Rospigliosi. 

• The Corsini palace, at another extremity of. Rome, by 
its ex teaty. architecture) courts^ stair-cases, galleries^ and 
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gardens^ presents a princely show of grandeur and elegatfce; 
!rhe collection of pictures is very great, but itot many of 
them pleased me much. One of- the most celebrated is an 
Eece komoy by Ouercino, an oil painting, but* preserved 
from' the touch 'by a glass covering. It is eai:quiartely 
finiri)'ed> and natural in the ^olouring^ representing a Head 
Df Christ crowned with Thorns. The eyes are blood-shot 
with pain and grief, and large drops of blood are poufing 
down the forehead. I cannot but consider it a most igno- 
ble, disgusting, and unfortunate exhibition of the Saviour;^ 
and almost lament its excellence as a }Mece of painting. 

From this, directly across the street; we regularly pro* 
ceeded to the Famesina, built as a country house by a rich 
banker in the time of Leo X. It is now the property of 
the king of Naples, and appears to be preserved only be- 
cause it contains some fresco paintings by Raphael. An 
iiDpditlent eustode unlocked a dofor which opened directly 
into a hall, divesied of all furniture. The compartments 
of the ceiling contain a series of compositions representing 
the histt>ry of Cupid aftd Psyche, designed by fiaphael^ 
but executed by his scholars, except one of the Graces^ 
whose back is presented with a richness Of coldur sur- 
pdssiftgany thing I hafe ever seen from his pencil. This 
figure is said to be entirely his ownwork. On the wall of 
the adjoining room is the' faded and miich damaged G^a/a~ 
/c«, which ii venerated as being entirely the work of 'Ra- 
phael's own hand; but it possessed so little eharm to me^ 
that I hastened to take another ga^e at the glowing back of 
the beautiful Grace; npt/however, without slopping to look 
at. a Head^ sketched with charcoal by Michael Angelo on 
the rough plaster, whilst he was waiting for one of Ra- 
phael's scholars to ^how him the paintings in the next halh 
The compartment of the frieze containing this sketch was 
left unfinished rather than obliterate the manuscript of the 
sublime Angelo. ► 

1l\^ Famese palace stands in front of an ample piazssa^ 
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m place deconted with fountains. Externidly it is a hetT^ 
ugly building; but withini its square court, its arches, oo« 
lumns, pilasters, and. sculpture have, an imposing grandeur, 
though it* cannot be seen without a regret that the materials 
of which it is composed were torn from the devoted Colos- 
seum. The 'building now belongs to. the king of Naples^ 
and is the residence of his amba3sadors. I found the cor* 
ridor crowded with wretched .tatterdemalions. They were 
Neapolitans seeking permission to. return home; each being 
worthy of a passport Some of the superfluous chambers 
areoecupied. by aifitiquititss found in the Farnese gardens 
and the palace of the C^sars^ and as painting rooms for a 
Neapoittan arJtist: The- servants politely open some of the 
rich apartments'; but the chief attraction is the magnificent 
saloon, the walls and eeiling of which Were painted by Lu- 
doyico Caracci and his brother Agostino, Domenichiooy 
and Guide. These mythological compositions are Well 
known by a volume of engravings called the Farnese Gal- 
lery; buj; they convey- no idea of .the beauty of the draw- 
ing, the careful finish, and the airiness and freshness of the 
colouring. Hitherto I have not seen any thing by Caracci 
that at all equals them: but the figures by Domen'ichino 
and Guide fall riidrf of some of their separate works^ The 
quantity of excellent art lavished on this ceiling is truly 
astonishing. 

The P^la<:e of Cardinal Fesck is the only one I have seen 
which seems to, posses any thing like comfort in the rooms; 
yet tbey contain a great collection of paintings^ which I found 
in better condition than those pf any other palace in Rome. 
The guide books, which minutely describe the contents of 
ettier gallerieiB, only mentiDn this in one short paragraph, by 
saying that this great collection of pictures, both for the quan- 
tity and the quality ^f the works of the best masters of eve- 
ry school, and especially of the Flemish, is one of the richest 
and most esteemed galleries of Rome^ and would require a 
volume to describe % Besides other worics of my namesake, 
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Rembrandt, I was struck with tbe singular beauty and fresh- 
ness of , the Head of an Old Woman\ said to be his mother, 
painted in a much lighter manner than was customary with 
that artist For this head, on a canva3s not more than six- 
teen inches lon^, we were told the cardinal paid thirty-six 
thousand francs. Besides the pictures which are hung ujp, 
vast quantities are stowed away in other rooms and passages. 
The Oolonna palace contains a number of pictures, every 
one of which having a name, you must hear i| pronounced 
by the custode^.or siervant, who accompanies you through the 
rooms, though but few are deserving of any particular atten- 
tion. I was most pleased with a cabinet or book-case, orna- 
mented with twenty-eight beautiful little ivory pieces, m adto 
relievo, from the compositions of Raphael, in the Lo^a at 
the Vatican, executed by F. and D, JSteinhart, two brothers, 
Germans, who resided thirty years io this palace, under the 
patronage of the Golontia family. -During that time they ex' 
ecuted tbir extraordinary work, whose b^uty delighted me 
more than thepaintings from which they were conceived, and 
to whose excellence they bear the most npble homage. The 
centre-piece, somewhat larger, than the rest,, represents Mi- 
chael Angelo's Last Judgment^ in theSirtine Chapel. These 
exquisite little works, executed tw:6 hundred yeajs ago, when 
the frescos of Raphael and of Buonorotti were uninjured, are 
as perfect as when they were first done. It is a cabinet that 
should be preserved in the Vatican library. The great hall 
of this palace, two hundred. and nine feet long, decorated at 
e^ch end with splendid columns and twenty antique statues, 
and enriched with paintings, st$:(q90, and rare marbles^ is the 
most magnificent in Rome. 

^ We were a long while ranging the vast court and bng ar- 
cades of ih^'Quirinial Palace^ in a fatiguing search fo^ the 
eustode; yet not without something U^ admire in a fine mo- 
sstic.eopy of ^.Madonnt^ by Carlp.Maratti, to ornament a 
clock at one. end of the court, which is three hundred feet 
long.. The soldiers at the gate knew nothing, only that they 
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themselTes were guarda. At length the keeper arriyed, with 
whom we ascended the plain stone stairs to the principal sto- 
17, and were conducted through a magnificent scries of rooms, 
fitted up in the modem taste for the accelmmodation of royal 
visiters — ^the walls covered with silk, the furniture richlj 
carved and gilt^ and the doorrcases of polished porphyry and 
fine marbles. Two rooms were ornamented with elegant 
friezes^ the Triumph of Mtxandtr^ by Thorwaldsen, and 
the Triumph of Trajan^ by Pin6lli, ceilings splendidly de- 
corated, guard-room, saloons, bed-rooms in the gayest style 
of Paris, library, billiard-room, halls for the ladies of ho- 
nour — allvthis adjoining the. plain apartments of the pope, in 
which the custode told, me there, was nothing to be seen. 
Some of these rooms are decorated with good paintings— a 
fine lai^e battle-piece t>y Bassano, the original Study of the 
Transfiguration by. Raphael,, a beautiful Marriage of St. 
Catherine by Battoncv extremely rich and bright In a pic- 
ture of the Holy Family^ by Baroccio, I was especially de- 
lighted with the head of a Child holding up some Cherries 
— ^the most beautiful thing I have yet seen by that artist — rich, 
bright, and delicate, and of surpassing animation of counte- 
nance, la a great hall of entrance to the pope^s apartnients, 
and to the chapel, there is a lai^e semicircular alto relievo rest- 
ing over two doors, which the custode assured me was done by 
Michael Angelo, but my guide-book informs me it is the work 
of Landini, representing Christ washing the feet of his Dis- 
ciples. It is well grouped, and perhaps not unworthy of An- 
gelo. The chapel is very small, but entirely painted by Gai- 
do. i could, however, recognise this lovely artist only in the 
graceful turn and character of some of the heads and the 
easy flow of the drapery. They are much faded and injured. 
Torlonia, the banker^s palace, is among the inost elegant 
of Rome. One portion of the apartmetits consists of a num- 
ber of halls which cross and combine in an unusual style; 
rich ia columns, marbles, mosaics, statues,, and paintings. In 
one there is a colossal work in marble by Canova, Hercules 

19 
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throwing Licas into the sea; and, among the. pictures, there 
is ^ beautiful Cleopatra by Guide, and many excellent pieces 
of the Flemish school. The ceiling of one rooqti is decorated 
with a painting by- Camucini. 

The churches of Rome are so numerous, that, in Vasi'^ 
guide-book, out ^f three hundred and sitty, one hundred and 
twenty-nine are selected as worthy of notice ; yet, from the 
similarity of their structure, the repetition of splendid objects 
of ornament, and the sameness of materials, the eye goon be- 
come^ sated with the gorgeous entertainment, and finds a p<er- 
manent pleasure only in such as are distinguished by the pos« 
session of the finest works of the painter's, and the sculptor's 
art: travellers, therefore, generally agree in saying, that it is 
necessary to visit only about tihirty of the whole number. 
Although in their external* structure they are said to possess 
but little beauty, and in general are absolutely ugly, yet they 
are finished edifices, and a. few have some claims to grandi^ur. 
This is the case with the front of St. Carlo, on the Corso, 
whose high pediment and towering columns, though not iso- 
lated, continued always to please me. But many of these 
interiors are truly magnificent^ with marble columns, pilasr- 
ters, walls, and pavements ;^ ceiling, angles, and walls covered 
with paintings; arches, enriched with gilt stucco, and a pi'o-r 
fusion of statues, cherubs, and angels in every spot where in- 
genuity could devise a resting place or occupation for them. 
All the' arts, iudeedy have been enlisted, cherished, and re* 
warded, but required to contribute their influence in support 
of the established religion — and especially painting. 

The great altar-piece of St. Carlo is an extensive and beau- 
tiful painting by Carlo Maratti, the Virgin in the Heavens in- 
troducing St. Carlo to- Christ. In this strange subject^ and dif- 
ficult task; Maratti has contrived to introduce the most bieau- 
tiful groups and masses of clouds, draperies; and figures-; but 
it is in so bad a light that the whole effect of it cannot be 
seen at once, and you are obliged by change of place to study 
it in detail. ' ' ' 
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.The great temple of the Jesuits, built with ample means 
in the time of their greatest, power, possesses extraordinary 
•grandeur, both externally and internally. On entering the 
churibh of St Ignatius, I found the whole pavement wgis co- 
vered with little boys, between tea and twelve years of age, 
on their knees, attending mass which was saymg at the grand 
altar, each boy having his bat and school bdoks on the pave- 
ment before him. Although there were many hundreds of 
these little urchins, there was no noise nor appearance of in- 
attention till the clbse, when they rose iii military order and, 
double file, marehed out to their respective schools, conduct- 
ed by their clerical teachers, who are doubtless all good Je- 
suits, and capable of giving the young twigs the requisite in- 
clination. The^spacious ceiling is painted to represent the 
architectural continuation of the edi^ce, arch over arch, co- 
lumn beyond column, till they are lost in the distant heavens, 
into which St. Ignatius is ascending, accompanied by groups 
of other saints And angels, and a great variety of figures fill- 
ing the immense expanse. The two side altars of the cross 
are decorated with magnificent columns of verd antique, and 
one of the altar-pieces is a great composition by Le Grosr^ 
sculptured in marble in high relief^ and of great beauty, re- 
presenting St. Luigi Gon:^aga oh a cload, ascending to hea- 
ven. The strong relief of this figure, the graceful attitude, 
and heavenly character of the head and hands, gave me rnore 
pleasure than I ever received from this species of art, and 
made it difficult to avert my eyes, even as I retired from a 
long admiration of it 

In my early Gambles through Rome,, without book or 
guide, among many churches which I entered at hazard, 
there was one whose delightful fresco paintings drew me 
into repeated visits. Afterwards when, at the recommen- 
dation of several artists, I eagerly inquired for the church 
of St Andrea della Valle, I was surprised to find it an old 
acquaintance and Dbmenichiho the unknown cause of my 
admitalion. His splendid fresco paintings oc6upy the an- 
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gles between the arches that support the dome'. The most 
esteemed is the one that represents the inspired St. John 
about to write in a book l^eld by an angel. The attitude, • 
drapery, and countenance are sublime, and the colouring 
fresh and beautiful, and worthy the rival of Guido. 
^ In this neighbourhood is to be found the large and ele- 
gant church of St. Carlo aiCatinariy which contains some 
fine works by Sacchi, Lismfranco, and Brandi. ThB ang1e» 
of the cupola, representing the four cardinal virtues, are by 
Domenichino, but they are inferior to those of St Andrea 
della Valle. - ^ 

I had made several unsuccesisful attempts! to see the rival 
works of Guido and Domenichino at the distant Church of 
St. Gregory. At last I found the door open, and followed 
some workmen who were employed within; they kpev^ no- 
thing either of pictures or painters, but found for me a 
young ecclesiastic who conducted me through a garden into 
three-adjoining chapels; in -one of which is a noble statue of 
Pope Gregory, began by Michael Angelo, and finished by 
one of his scholars, and a large marble table, at which St 
Gregory used every day to entertain twelve pilgrims. Iti 
the second chapel is a statue of St Silvia, the mother of 
PoJ)fe St Gregory, by a scholar of Angelo^s; and, iii the 
third, the two large frescos, oii opposite side walls, which 
are said to H^ve been painted in friendly competition — for, 
though rivals for public fame, they were not enemie?. But 
in neither of these pictures could I find much of the merit 
which distinguished these great masters. That of Dome- 
nichino is very much injured and faded, and appears hasti^ 
executed; though certainly the countenances of the various 
persons who witness or engage in the flagellation of St An- 
drew' are distinguished by his usual force of expression, 
which, probably, was the highest praise of Domenichino. 
In the painting by Guido, he appears to have laboured to 
introduce as many figures as he possibly couldy to show his 
command of action and grace; but his countenances are ua- 
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animated and devoid of interest, and only a few subordi* 
oate parts can at all remind us of Ouido. 

'The baUis of Diocletian were of such extent that three 
thousand two hundred persons could be accommodated at 
once. ' It is curious- to see the immense halls and arches 
which remain of (hem, converted into churches, grananes^ 
and. dwellings. The Chartreuse Monastery occupies its 
centre, in connexion with the Church of St. Maria ^Ugli 
^ngelu As it was not an hour for the church to be open^ 
we sought admittance at the gate of the monastery, and 
were conducted through the silent cloisters; the confrater- 
nity being reduced to eight members. We passed' through 
many rooms and passages, contrived for the convenience of 
the monks, and entered the church throug;h a little back 
door. The walls are the same which formed the great hall 
pf the baths, within which there remain eight columns of 
granite forty-two f^et high. Among the pictures, which 
formerly belonged to St^ Peter's, but were- placed iiece after 
some of them had been copied in mosaic, I was most pleased 
with the extraordinary spirit and animation of that which 
represents the Fall of Simon Magusy painted by Battoni. 
Having entered the churcb at the back,. we finished our sur^ 
vey by advancing (p. the elegant circular room which serves 
as an entrance, containing two rich little chapels, or filtarff, 
and four monuments — ^two. to the memory^ of cardinals, 
whose names are learned and forgotten, iaind the other two 
to the honour of the artists Carlo Maratti and Salvador 
Hosa — names which are never forgotten. 

The solitude and silence reigning in many places, eve9 
in the midist of great massed of buildings, is a characteris- 
tic. of Rome which frequently surprises, and sometimes em- 
barrasses the stranger. It was not difficult to find the street 
which leads to the church of St.'Pietro in Vincoli^ on a 
little mount Arrive^ on the summit, you find yourself in 
an open spa.ce surrounded by garden walls, great houses 
which seem uninhabited, and something like two churches 
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— the entrance to one of them barred with inm railings. 
The few poor people that passed that way, though they 
knew of St. Peter, coqid tell me nothing of the church in 
Vinccilu My knuckles became sore with knocking at doors 
and gates tp no effect, and it was not till a third viBit-to the 
spqjt'that I sucTceeded in finding a door opened to me by a 
cler kali guide. 

The church of St. Pietro In Yincoli, erected fourteen hun- 
dred years ago, to preserve the chain which St^ Peter wore in 
prison^ though to some it may be interesting /rom its antiquity^ 
as it appfcars in ife pavements and columns taken from the 
baths of 'Diocletian and somje gothic mosaics, as well as from 
the simple style of its architecture, possessed only one object 
of interest to mer-the sublime statue of Moses, the last work 
of Michael Angela ! It i$ of colossal size, seated, in an action 
of great dignity, becoming the rank atnd influence. of the He- 
brew commander aiid lawgiver; and, being b^t slightly ele- 
vated above the floor, is seen to the greatest advantage. The 
cpuntenanc6 has a most impressive expression, the naked 
arms and hands wrought to an effect of living flesh and circu- 
lating blood, beyond any thing I have yet seen ; the drapery 
arranged in folds the most simpje, grand and natural, and ex- 
ecutedi even into the deepest xavities, with.lh^ naost extra- 
ordinary skill: ' 

In the Chureh of the Capuchins is the celel)rated picture 
by Guido, representing St. Michael subduing Satan, which was 
uncovered for my inspection by an obliging monk of the bare- 
foot fraternity, who spoke on the beauties of the painting with 
mucti knowledge and taste. The colouring of the head and 
shadowy neck, arid the celestial tranquillity of the face, sim- 
ply regarded as beautiful objejcts, are worthy of much praise; 
but I cannot agree with those enthusiastic admirers who conii- 
meqd it for wanting an expression suitable to the action, and 
applaud that action, because it is deficient in the. energy of a 
mortal forip, since the paiater chose to represent nothing but 
a mortal form* Neither is it ^p excellence in the Demon that 
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hemal|:es no signs of resistance. Energy of expression was 
not the talejit'of Guido. Still, however, we must return to 
the head and neck, and adrntre the softp^s of it^ colouring 
and the mild but steady look of the angel. 

The picture, over the opposite altar, hy Pjetro da Cortona, 
of ^nnanias restoring^ sight to St. Pat^/, strikes me as 
being the most agreeable of any of that artistes work that I 
have seen. 

The celebrity of Granet's picture of the Cxtptichin Chapel^ 
which has been exhibitedevery whereyniade me desirous of 
seeing the chapel or oratory itself. It is behind the great al- 
tar: through a curtain, I per<ieived the monks, who had just 
comnnenced their sonorous vespers ; but as I advanced, the sa-^ 
cristaarose from his knees to tell me I c6uld not enter till 
they were done. When he conducted me in, there still re- 
mained some of the glossy bald heads, white beards, and bare 
feet that give such effect to Granet'spainting ; but I found,4he 
room smaller and of less height than the picture represents it, 
— which indeed is the general fault of £irchitectural views, 
occasioned by the artist representing the whole interior, as if 
the wally against which he stands, was removed and him- 
self in fact a litUe, and sometimes a. great deal beyond it. 

Tiie old church of Santa Maria del Pojoofo, just within 
the gate, is full of curious monu^pents jind ancient sculptures, 
especially in basse relievo; and one chapel, incrusted with 
marbles, is said to be among the richest in Rome. But an op- 
posite chapel contained the objects which especially invited 
my visit— two statues des^ned and in part executed by Ra- 
phael; one representing Daniel^ the other ffabakkuk. . The 
limbs are wrought with great beauty and nature, and the dra- 
pery cast in simple and.elegant folds: but the heads are gross 
and vulgar, add- seeni a coarse imitation of those most fre- 
quently seen in ancient Roman statues. In the same chapel 
are two statues by Bernini, the gay and fantastic style of which 
forms a striking contra;st with themore quiet and simple taste 
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evinced bj Raphael, which in these statdes reminds one in ai 
slight degree of Michael Angelo. 

On entering any of the. churches of Rome, whateiFer pic- 
tures are hidden with curtains you may be sure are works of 
established celebrity, and which strangers are required to see; 
covered not so much to preserve them from injury as to ex- 
tract a fee from the curious. In the Church ofSt.»^gosiino^ 
there are two covered ; one by Guercino, dark, dirty and un- 
interesting; the other by Rjaphael hung on ode of the pilas- 
ters, an Isaiah which it is said was painted in emulation of 
those by Angelo in the Sistine chapel, and much commended 
by him. It betriays laborious care in the fiiustiand an effort 
to display his best powers; — it is well coloured and the dra- 
pery in a grand style; but the head of the prophet is ignobly 
sunk between his shoulders, corresponding with ^similar de- 
pression of the body. 

In this church there is a mdiVhle Madonna and Infant 
brought from Constantinople by Greeks when that city was 
taken by the Turksl I have no where seen a statue which ap- 
peals to be more venerated by the pious. The motherand infant 
are crowned with gold; beads and precious stpties are profuse- 
ly hung around their necks, and costly rings cover her fingers 
-—besides cases full of similar articles which are placed high 
OR the wall, out of the reach of pilferers; and an astonishing 
quantity of votive offerings and little pictures, celebrating the 
cures which have been effected by her intercession. Lighted 
tandles are displayed all around, and several massive silver 
ever burning lamps hang before her. Crowds of devotees 
are always pressing to her ket^ which they kiss and touch 
with their foreheads. A glass lamp bums on one side, near 
which is a supply of cotton and paper, in constant requisition 
by a succession of persons of both sexes,- who dip a little piece 
of cotton into the sacred oil and wrap it up in a bit of paper 
to take away with tUem. 

The church of La Trinitd de Month built by the trench 
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King Charles VIII. and re-established by Louis XVIII. which 
so conspicuously and delightfully stands on the Pincian hill, 
at the head of the noble flight of steps, rising from the Piaz- 
za di Spagnas has lately been in the possession of a monas- 
tery of nuns, and shut to the public, ejtcept during a few 
days in the year. On the feast of St Peter's it was to be 
opened;: and, being desirous of seeing a celebrated descent 
from the cross by Daniel de Volterra, I w?iited at the door 
till the bolt within was drawn, when quickly entering with a 
crowd who pr'essed at the door, a nun whose ddicate hand 
had just removed the great iron bolt, was hastening away, 
and escaped observation in the recesses of the postern arches; 
but another nun, with her long wand, safe behind a high rail- 
ing, was lighting the candles on the altar, who staid to finish 
het task; whilst melancholy voices from the choir above, un- 
seen,' n^oaned out what I suppose must' have been the ves- 
pers. The side chapels contain several pictures of mode- 
rate nierit, chiefly by French pupils, who resided at Rome,, 
and study at the French JloyaJ Academy, the grounds of 
which adjoin the church. Volterra's picture, however, being 
in the sacristy, could hot be seen, and a copy of it in damaged 
fresco, offered no attractions to detain me^^ 

In the church of St. Maria della PacCy though its an- 
cient sculpture may not be interestingi hor a black altar-- 
piece, by Maratti, be worth looking at, is to be seen a trea- 
sure from the pencil of Raphael — a sublime composition^ re- 
presenting the Sibils predicting the birth of Christ. It 
is a large semicircular picture in fresco, which has been well 
restored, and is now in good condition. The curtain which 
covers this from profane eyes, is removed by an obliging sa- 
cristan, whose eyes isparkle at the praise of Raphael, and to 
whom you cheerfully pay your curtain fee. 

The magnificent basilica of St. Maria Maggiore has the 
advantage over all the churches of Rome in its situation, be- 
ing in the centre of a vast open space, on the summit of the 
Esquiline hill, to which Several streets converge. In front 
'20 
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of it, tbe beautiful fluted column, formed of one pice of white 
marble, and measuring forty-four feet without the pedestal or 
capital, which was taken from the Temple of Peace, remains 
to give some idea of the grandeur ^nd elegance of that edi- 
fice. On entering the Basilica, the eye is charmed with the 
long perspective of forty beautiful antique columns, the sim- 
ple horizontal cornice which they support, the range of win- 
dows and decorations above them, and the richly panelled 
flat ceiling above all. Besides, the Chapel of the Satra- 
menty distinguished by a tabernacle supported by four an- 
gels of gilt bronze, the splendid Borghese chapel is particu- 
larly rich in sculpture, painting, and precious stones, and 
therefore, as usual in such princely chapels, is enclosed with 
iron railings. The Basilica of St. Maria Maggiore, outside 
and inside, ranks next to St. Peter's for elegance. 
, The Basilica of San Giovanni, the first that presented its 
elegant front, crowned with statues, on entering the gate fronr 
Naples,^ is the last on our short list. On approaching this 
church, the first object that invites attention is the great 
Egyptian obelisk, covered with hieroglyphics. That which 
is in front of St Peter's is the only unbroken one; that at 
the Porta del Popolo is the first; and this, in the piazza of 
St John, is the last that was brought to Rome, and measures 
one hundred ai>d fifteen feet without its pedestal. Passing 
round to the front of the edifice, on a terrace which com-' 
mands a fine view of the country beyond the walls^ and the 
ruined arches of Nero's Claudian aqueductj you rise a few 
spacious steps to the great portico, within which you see a 
statue of Constantino^ taken from the ruins of his baths, and 
tbe great central door^ of sculptured bronze which belonged 
to an ancient temple. Oa entering, you find yourself in a 
vast hall, unusually light, and well calculated for the splendid 
€ei*emonies which are performed in it The ais]es are di- 
vided from the nave by toassive; arches, between which, in 
great sunken niches, are colossal statues of the Apostles, ex- 
ecuted by the best artists of the time. There are sevejral 
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elegant chapels •pening from the aisles, hut that called the 
Corsini chapfil, is the most beaiftiful in Rome; decorated 
with the most costly and exquisite productions of aU the arts, 
ind containing, among other excellent sculpture, two figures 
near the door, of enchanting little children, which are among 
the most delightful objects L have' ever beheld. 

Nearly in front of the Basilica is a building externally 
of little note, and within of no beauty^ It is, however, high- 
ly venerated as containing twenty-eight marble steps that be- 
longed to the Palace of Pontius Pilate^ sanctified, it is said, 
by the blood of Christ, who was conducted up them when 
crowned with thorns to be shown to the people. • These 
holy stairs {scala santa) are the centre of -five parallel flights 
from the portico to the landing place. The curious visiter 
may walk up and down any of these steps; but the central 
flight, which is never ascended but by the faithful on. their 
knees, although entirely cased over with- wood, with perfo- 
rations, through which the white marble steps, niuch worn, 
may be seen and touched. Sometimes very picturesque groups 
of pilgrims, peasants, and citizens, including even little chil- 
dren, may be seen performing this difficult, and, to some 
knees, painful march, pausing on each step to repeat a prayer. 
At the head of the stairs, a grated window, like that of a 
prison, looks into -a dark chapel containing a great quantity 
of precious relics. It is surrounded by other chapels, inte- 
resting to none but pious and penitent persons. ^ 

On the opposite side of the Basilica is a plain octagonal 
builcling, the baptistry of §t. JaAn, which, in the holy week, 
becomes of primary jnterest by the baptisfi) of a Jew and a 
Turk. , . . 

A long walk o^tof the Salarian Gate took us to the Villa 
•/S/ione, where two hours were scarcely sufficient to examine 
this highly decorated little palace of the Cardinal AlbanL 
The gardens and grounds, in the Italian style, with fences of 
cut evergreens, terraces, balustrades, fountains, and canals, . 
are of gi:eat extent, variety, and beauty. This Casina was 
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the splendid and costly toy of an enthusiaaiic and extrava* 
gant lover of ancient statuary.* It is constructed of the 
ricliest marbles and columns, with niches, recesses, and pe- 
destals for the display of a most extensive and choice collec* 
tion of statues, husts, and vases. Bassi relievi are inserted 
in the walls; fresco, and every kind of decorative painting, 
are in studious accord with those objects. Ranges of small 
rooms in the style of the ancients, are profusely decorated 
with busts and other sculpture... In one of these, there is a 
beautiful fluted antique column of oriental alabaster, which 
is about twenty feet long. It is said to be unique^ but the 
architect hlas selected from the Italian marbles, one that 
resembles it in colour, to serve as a companion in the ar- 
rangement of this beautiful room. In the grand saloon, 
which is exquisitely enriched with incrustations of precious 
stones and inlaid arabasques;: the ceiling is ornamented by a 
highly finished fresco, representing jSpolh andihe Muses, 
by Raphael Mengs, one of the best works of the last great 
painterin this style. ' • 

The collection of antique statues which are preserved in 
the public buildings on the Capitoline mount, is called the 
MuseuM of the "Capitol;^ and consists of a valusrble assem- 
blage of statues, busts, vases, sarcophagi, bassi relievi, &c. — 
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman. The court yard is full of co- 
lossal objects; the haHs, -corridors^ and stairways are. lined 
with them; and, above, a magnificent series of rooms contain 
a most interesting collection ; among which are to be found fte 
Dying Gladiator, the Antikous^ Cupid and PsychCy the 
Faun, and the Venus of the Cupitol; and busts of Socrates, 
Seneca, Homer, DemostheDes,.&;c. The rooms of the ob- 
solete senate, likewise, contain many similar antiquities and 
curious fresco paintings on large walls. . 

In the same building two halls are appropriated to the dis- 
play of what is called the Picture Gallery. This collection 
• is iiiore numerous than that of the Vatican, but contains few 
pictures of much merit — ^Guercino's St. Petronillaf The 
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Rape of Europe^ by P. Verpnesse, Guido's St Sebastiuti% 
and a few others am among the best. But the artist is idte* 
rested in examining several unfinished pictures by Goido, 
which show his manner of proceeding frpm a slight sketchy 
dead colouring to his most exquisite finish^ In a series of 
rooms on the ground floor, recently fitted up with taste and 
• great public liberality, is a growing collection of busts of mo- 
dern painters, sculptors, poets, philosophers, &c. 

In coming out of the Ocdhry of statues a group of little 
beggar children beset me. Conceivingvit needless to encou- 
rage this idle imposition on strangers, I took no notice of Ihem; 
when one of them, with great viya(city, proppsed that if I 
would follow him he would show me " all the, antiquities of 
Home." Being at leisure I followed the urchin, to knew what 
he might be able to show mcj behind the Capitol. He car- 
ried a little brother on his shoulder, and^ trotting, fast on, 
looked back often to see that I was following .hihi, through 
passages I should not have thought of tracing, into an ele- 
vated street of old buildings inhabited by poor people. At . 
the end of this street he stopped at.adoor, where I perceived 
an inscription indicating that it was the " Entrance to the Tar* 
peian rock.'* After paying my little beg^t for his usefulness^ 
a flight of stone steps brought me to a room which opened 
into a small kitchen garden, the owner of which conducted 
rae throughjt to a low w^pill, and showed me the steep preci- 
pice below, as the spot where criminals were formerly throwa 
down. In every description I had read, the elevation was de^ 
scribed as v^ry inconsiderable, but I thought it very great, 
looking down upon the tops of houses. Whether or not this 
be the Tarpeiari rock, the view from the garden is quite in- 
teresting, showing the Temple of P^ace, the Colosseum, the 
foundations of; Caesar's palace on the great square hill op- 
posite to us, formerly comprising all the Rome of Romulus^ 
and' his own straw-roofed cottage, the baths of Caracalla, the 
winding Tiber, and the bills in the distance. But, on the 
Other side of the Capitol, I^^yas afterwards, coadacted by a 
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friend to a wall, immediately adjoining the Capitol, which by 
some is more assuredly considered the spot of execution^ as 
here the rocky precipice is more apparent, and the base is 
more directly opposite the Tiber, into which the dead bodies 
•weire subsequently thrown. 

An application t6 a barber whose shop adjoins the door, 
and who is custode of t^e gallery called the Academy of 
St4 Luke^ gave us access to this hall, which is filled with a 
great variety of small pictures. The first object to which 
your attention is invited, is th^ Skull of Raphael^ preserved 
in a small glass case, which enables you to see .it all round. 
The forehead and temples, though not lai^e, appiear to me of 
a much more beautiful conformation than any of the portraits 
I have seen of him. The most valued picture in the room 
is one executed by Raphael himself, representing St, Luke 
painting the Portraits of the Virgin and Saviour^ who 
appear to him on a cloud close to his easel. It is highly 
finished, and is certainly interesting; but it is quite imaginary 
to suppose that there is the head of St. Luke ^^ all the fire, 
the glow, and the inspiration of comttianding genius/' On 
the contrary, it is devoid of all expression — a mere ordinary 
portrait of a painter looking olEf from his work, at the spec- 
tator, regardless of his celestial sitter, who betrays no more 
expression nor interest than himself. 

. The room contains a great many Heads of jlrtistSy co- 
pied from the Florence Gallery, and Portraits of Modem 
•drtists who have resided at Rome, and presented them on 
being elected members of the academy-*-among these, that of 
Madame Lebrun^ painted by herself, pleased me best for 
the beauty of the colour and the animation of the counte- 
nance. Two good landscapes by Salvator Rosa, and a few 
others, the narlies of which our barber custode did not know, 
amused me for half an hour. The drawing department of 
this academy has been -removed to a larger building in ano- 
ther part of the city. 

The French kdcademy of the Fine Jlrts, founded at Rome 
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by Louis XIV. is in the Villa Medici, delightfully situated 
on the brow of the Pincian hill: the most agreeable prome- 
nade of Rome, passes in front of it from the top of the steps 
of the Piazza di Spagna to the public walks which over- 
look the Porta del Popolp,^ The terrace in front of the aca- 
demy is at an elevation above the tops of the houses, on which 
you look down from the pleasant shade of an avenue of ilex 
or ever-green oaks, ornamented by a fountain. On enteritag 
the great portal of the palace, you ascend to. the principal 
story, which is on a level with the extensive grounds behind^ 
laid out in spacious walks, both open and shaded, and orna^ 
mented with fountains and statues within the circumference 
of a mile. Various buildings in the gardens, and in the hjlain 
edifice, afford accommodations for twenty-four students, who 
are sent here to complete their studies at the public expense. 
Here is a valuable library of the arts, and a choice collection 
of the most perfect impressions in plaster from celebrated sta- 
tuies, for the Use of students. A fine cast of the exquisitely 
beautiful figure of the i5earf Christ by Michael Angelo, may 
be examined in a clear light below the eye, as well as other 
precious objects. An elegant Kail in the main building con- 
tains some excellent works in marble, executed by artists who 
have finished their- studies under this royal patronage; and 
several of the rooms, lined with good but ancient tapestrj", 
are occupied by the director of the academy. The amiable 
and celebrated Guerin had just completed bis six years resi' 
dence on this delightful , spot, in tbei honourable office of di- 
rector; bi^t I was grieved to see that Rome had failed to re- 
store him to the activity of health. iHis successor, Horace 
Vernet, had but recently arrived, in the vigour of health, re- 
putation, and enterprise ; and was surrounded, every Thurs- 
day eveqing, by af tists of all nations, who assembled at his 
converzationiy which were often enlivened by excellent 
music. . - 

From the top of this building, whiich is conveniently con- 
fttructed with covered places and open balustrades, you corn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 NOTES ON ITALT. 

mand the most beautiful panoramic view of Rome, com- 
prising every interesting object, except the Colosseum, which 
is hid behind the. long. line of the Quirinal Palace; and, on 
the other side, an extensive and ddightful view of the sur- 
rounding country, especially the hills of Albano, Tivoli, and 
Frascati. - 

The circular tovver of the Castle of SL Jlngelo, about a 
mile distant, is distinctly seen ; from which an expert engi- 
neer, on ai wager, so well directed his artillery^ that the bul- 
let struck his mark, the front door of this building, then nn- 
occupied — ^you are shown the indent which still remains in 
the iron casing,' for every thing is preserved that can be 
shown or talked of. 

The vast circular tomb of Hadrian, nearly two hundred 
feet' in diameter, constitutes but a small part of what is now 
the fortress of St. Angelo. Yet this tomb was of such im- 
mense siise, that, after being divested of its preciousf objects 
of art, it was converted into a. fortress by battlements erect- 
ed on its top, and afterwards surrotmded with walls, bas- 
tions, and other military appendages by successive popes. 
A soldier conducted us to the upper part of the building, 
where we found a dirty but civil tailor at work, who laid 
down his unfinished regimentals and escorted us through 
the Temainder 6f the edifice. The whole interior is built 
up with rooms and stair-cases of the most ordinary kind, 
except one krge and splendid chamber, in the ujpper part 
of the biiilding, occupied by the pope when he visits the 
castle. The walls of this ar6 covered with excellent fres- 
cos by Julio Romano, and the ceiling by a pupil of Ra- 
phael's. From the stone terrace on the top, we had a good 
View qf ,the front and dome of St Peter^s, but intervening 
houses hid the noble place in front, except a small portion 
of one of the piazzas. It was thq intention of the Friench 
goVernmeht to have removed all those buildings. Here 
we advantageously saw the bronze angel which ctbwns and 
gives name to the castle, a figure so much abused by the . 
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author of ''Rome in the Nineteenth Century/' who could 
only have seen it from the ground in flotne unlucky points of 
view. She appears to have a particular avei^sion to angels. 
It is true the marj)fe ones on the bridge are mottled alid 
dirty, but they by no means offended me with their varied 
actions of so the what mannered grace which Berninr delight- 
ed jto give, or knew iiot how to avoid. And when new.and 
clean, and before such quantities of fine &reek statues were 
found, they must have been considered very beautiful ob- 
jects. The eourt^yards contain stores of iron balls, besides 
heaps, of stone balls, wrought by the soldiers themselves 
fh)m motives of industry and economy. 

Desirous of seeing the port of Rome, we followed the 
winding course of the Tiber downwards, from the bridge 
of the Holy Angels, passing-through many dirty and nar- 
row streets, the residence of the poorest classes of labour? 
ing people, who were tsooking their dinners in the streets, 
knitting, sewing, and gossipmg. They were much more 
decently and comfortably clothed than the same class at 
Najjles, and appeared quite happy and, healthy, knt>wing 
nothing of any malaria. Occasionally we got to the .edge 
of the muddy river, and had a view of the old bridge, {pons 
palatinus^) one half of which remains projecting into the 
river,, and supports a garden. At last, at the extremity of 
the city, we reached a large range of warehouses and asniall 
quay, where lay half a dozen little vessels and a miniature 
steam-boat, which plies betw^n this* and Civita Vecohia^ 
the real port of Rome^ at thirty or forty miles distance on 
the sea. . 

Shortly after, my arrival in Rome, the death of the Pope, . 
more effectually than Lent, put a stop to all theatrieal exhi- 
bitions—yet, before. they closed, I had an opportunity of 
seeing the tragedy of Desdemona performed in the highest 
style of Roman taste; the chief female character hy a ce- 
lebrated actress who is said to be the " best in the world." 
She certainly performed her part to the v6ry last limits 6f 
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expression, in voice, countenance, and action, totall;^ re- 
gardless of any injury that her beauty might sustain by 
turgid veins and distorted features. This scemc exhibition, 
though I could not understand much qf what was said^I 
fouad very interesting, as it was in strict correspondence 
with the exaggeration which the Roman painters practice 
in their historic compositions, and displayed a powerful 
and simple system of gesture. The actor passed from one 
expressive action to another, without any intermediate and. 
unmeaning actions^ and studied taexhibit the very. attitudes 
and fingering which we are accustomed to see every day in 
the works of the great painters and sculptors. 

For the purpose of seeing the interior of the vast circu- 
lar wall which remains of the proud tomb of Augustus, 
now converted into ia theatre for the exhibition of bull 
fights and equc^strian performances, I went to an exhibition 
of the latter. , I found the seats, fashioned like those in t;he 
ancient amphitheatre, covering a large portion of the dia- 
meter; a row of sixty-one boxes arpund its sides, and the 
terrace on the top of them, all filled with spectators of eve- 
ry rank, to the amount, it is said, of thirty-five thousand 
persons* The circle for, the horses, temporarily erected in 
the centre of the arena for the kuU fights, was not large, 
and the performances not better than are usually given in 
America. The costumes, howe.yer, were inore correct, and 
the imitations of the contests of gladiators marked by more 
vigorous miiscular eflforts, and by stronger picturesq;ue ex- 
pression; the spectators testifying their approbation by loud 
applause and the waving of handkerchiefs. The building 
is^so high that the arena, two hundred and twenty feet in 
diameter, is two or three stories above the ground, with 
rooms below, which are used for various purposes. Except 
the. boxes, which are covered, all other parts are exposed 
to. the weather and the rays of the sun, and the occasional 
drenching of a shower; as the performances are in the day 
time. Yet the Roman niultitude waited patiently for hours, 
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many of them in the broiling sun, and many huncli*eds with- 
out seats> for the commencement of an entertainment that 
with us could have enticed spectators only during the lei- 
sure of the night. 

Pulchitiello, as exhibited in the streets by a man who 
stiands in a narrow upright box, where he talks and squeaks 
to the action of little puppets on his elevated hands, appears 
to be a favourite amusement with the people. I have seen 
some of these, however, Where the coarse monotonous voice 
of the operator,.and his vain eflforts to be droll, failed to de- 
tafn the smallest audience from thci passing throng — ^but at 
other times, around a happier genius, of more flexible voice, 
producing witty repartees with rapid and animated inci- 
dents, a thickening crowd have united in bursts of laughter 
and. some remuneration to the compendious manager, as 
soon as he issued, in copious perspiration, from his closet. 

But a more perfect puppet show is frequented near the 
Corso, where, in a little theatre of stage, orchestra, boxes, 
and pit, a regular tragedy or drama is perfoi^med by figures 
about fourteen inches high, moved by wires and strings, so 
well dressed, and with actions of head and hands so very 
natural that to some persbns they appear the size of life — 
each figure having a distinct man or woman behind the 
scenes to speak for it. I have been very much iamused with 
the true Italian ene^'gy and actiori of some of these little 
things; but ttie auditors appeared tp be much more diverted 
with the wit of one of them, or rather the wag behind the 
scene. \ " "^ 

Serious as the Romans certainly are, the least unusual oc- 
currence in the streets arrests attention, and a curious crowd 
is collected, goraetinr)es nobody knows why, A little carica- 
ture dr&iwrng, a new lithographic print of moderate mei-it^ or 
a specimen of gay paper hangings from Paris, is sure to at- 
tract the attention of all classes. They appear to lounge 
away half their. time in the streets, which are thronged with 
t1i6m, except in the middle of a hot day, or during a shower, 
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when their total absence shows bow little business is doing. 
At two o'clock in the warm weather I have found it impossi- 
ble to get a carriage, none being on any of the stands, and the 
busiest streets, in their whole length, without tbe sign of a 
horse, carriage, or living creature^ except an occasional shopr 
girl crossing the street, or labourers dozing on the church, 
steps or side walks. At this time they have taken their lun« 
cheon^ and with closed windows to keep out the flies, are 
agreed in one general doze. Even the shop keeper, if his 
door is not locked, has the great curts^in» which hapgs before 
his door and window, pinned close; and, if you enter, is pro- 
bably aroused from his slumber in the dark^ But in the ev^n-^ 
jng all again comes to life, and the streets are a little merry 
till eleven o'clock, though empty and quiet in the winter at 
nine. But the songs of merriment, which are then to be 
heard froqfi young compatnies going hopne, are more loud than 
musical, and each stanza of a melancholy air, in the prevail- 
ing taste among the populace, ends with an intolerably long 
drone, gradually dying away. 

In the dearth: of amusements for the evenings at Rome, 
where there are. but few theatres, and aU are shut daring 
Lent, several dijstinguished .persons have adopted a device, 
invented, I^am told, at Venice,, which accords very well with 
the tastq of Rome, where pictures are so often the subject 
of conversation, as they are a motive with foreigners in 
cbniing here. This consists.in the contrivance and exhibition 
of living ptQtures. I was invited to gee the exhibition of se- 
veral of these " Tableaux Ptvans/^ at the residence of a 
Scotch gentleman of fortune. According to custom, the 
company did not begin to assenible till near nine o'clock; but 
soon, the magnificent apartments, once the habitation of the 
Cardinal Albani, vyho had profusely covered the walls with 
fuctures, which are let with the . house, were filled with a 
company of Scotch and English. After tea, we moved to- 
wards a long gallery, at the farther end of which a screen 
was erected, with^ crimson banner, having the coat of arms 
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in gold, of the cardiaal oh it, now serving as a curtain to the 
scene. When the company was seated, and the lights re** 
moved, the curtain was dra^wn aside, and the picture which 
lived before ds was a. female itx the costume and attitude of 
the Jtfedea of the Bqrghese Palace. For a half minute .she 
$at motionless, when the curtain was replaced, to allow a 
minute's rest; and a second and third etpoaure permitted us 
to examine, the details of the composition. Each time, of 
closing the curtain,. the company, in the'manner of the coun-. 
try, applauded by clapping hands. In. about ten, or fifteen 
minutes, another subject was prepared, consisting; of two 
figures' from' a picture by Vaodyckj splendidly dressed in the 
ancient costume of England. Another picture was person* 
ated by a little boy, as a St* Johri^ with his fitr mantle and 
cross. One. composition consisted of five figures — Desde* 
tnona about to receive the poison. These parts were sus- 
tained by the fai^ily of a celebrated artist, Mr. Wilson:— 
himself, wife and children, who have a particular taste apd 
fiincy for this thing. The figures, elevated onv a platform, 
^re illuminated by patent lamps and reflectors, arranged to 
suit the composition and concealed behind the partition^ 
through which an opening is left, which may be made lai^er 
or smaller by a change of frames, •. A double black gauze 
covjersthe opening, and has the effect of softening the too 
great reality of the scene — ^but even so, no painting cotild 
compare with. the richness and force of the effects of lights 
shadow and refiection; especially on the fine complexions of 
the amiable daughters of o^r host, who took parts in the ex- 
hibition. 

I had seen at Naples two paintings by the Chevalier Ca- 
mtifc/m, which did not strike nie very favourably — h\A I had 
crften adtoired the.prints from, his Death of Virginia. A visit 
to his studio, consisting of a great number of rooms and gal- 
leries, filled with beautiful plaster casts and his own pictures, 
cartoons and studies, served to raise him very mu^h in my 
estimation. Here we saw his original cartoons, executed on 
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gray paper with black and white chalk, of the same dimeDt 
sions as the pictures which wer^ afterwards painted frbm 
them-^his Death of Virginia, Jfssassination of Cassar, 
and many others; of which there are likewise small copies 
in colour, and various original sketches, besides fine studies 
made from the works of Raphael. Some of the small stu- 
dies, which give his first composition in oil colours, possess a 
merit in colouring which generally disappears on being ela-* 
borated oq his large canvass. 

At his dwelling-house, on Sundays^ visiters are permitted* 
to examine a choice collection of pictures by the old mas- 
ters, among which is a beautiful Sunset by Claude Lor- 
raine. • 

The Chevaliier Xanflfe, who occupied excellent apartments 
in the Colonnia Palace, politely shows to visiters a number of 
bis large historical pictures, which exhibit great variety ;of 
invention, and extreme care in the finish, especially ' of the 
draperies; but- his colouring partakes too niuch of the pre- 
vailing taste of modem Italy, chiefly defective in the tone of 
the shadows and grounds, which should be more negative 
and brown. 

But I found in the Portuguese Chevalier Sequiera^ an ar^ 
tist of an extraordinary taste for colouring. Although seven- 
ty-one years of age, he possesses the ardour and amiable vi- 
vacity of youth. His composition, in small figures, repre 
senting the' eastern monarchs and wise men coming to adore 
the Infant Saviour, possesses a most magical effect of Ifght 
and colour, comprising an astonishing variety of most' inte- 
resting, singular, and e^cpressive groups, rich in the colours 
of eastern costumes, and illuminated by the magic rays of 
the guiding star, which has. stopped over the heads of the 
mother and child. It is the enchantment of painting, conse- 
crating its luxurious dreamings to the homago of religion. 
- A great number of other foreign artists, residing at Rome, 
are; distinguished for their talents in painting, and are^ the 
most esteemed for colouring — English, Russians, French, and 
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Swiss. Mr. Eastlak^, Mr.- Severn, Mr. Williams, are celc* 
brated ifar their taste in groups/characteristic of the coun- 
try — ^peasants, pilgrims, robbers, beggars, (fee. 

Many of the^e pictures, which command grpat admiration 
for their beautiful execution, convey, however, to other coun- 
tries erroneous impressions of costume and peasantry. Stu- 
dies jare sometimes made from real peasants and actual cos- 
tume; but in general they are finished (rofn persons in Rome 
who only act in character, < and are apt to be too well ar- 
rayed. In the via Sistina on the Pincian hill, I have often 
seen one of these city maidens affecting the guise of moun- 
tain peasantry, whose business it lya^s to sit to artists- residing 
in the neighbourbood; But her dress, in whi<:h her vanity 
and coquetry appeared to be exceedingly delighted, exceed- 
ed Ae utmost finery of village, splendour, by the most costly 
materials of velvet and silk^ gold and silver, unsoiled by la- 
bour and unruropled by rustic hands. 

Keiserman, a Swiss landscape painter, whose ardour and 
enthusiasm, ^made him an untiring student of nature, pos- 
sesses in his portfplio a great collection, of delightful scenes, 
executed in water colours, with unusual taste and spi^t. 

• When he firsj: came. to Rome, a poor boy, about thirty- 
fii^e years ago, the Colosseum, then a picturesque ruin, 
overhung, with foliage, was his daily resort and chief place 
of. study. . Architectural drawings, which he executed with 
great beauty, afibrded him the means of living; till Denis, a 
celebrat0d Swiss landscape painter, persuaded him to ac- 
compaiiy him in his pictqresque' excursions, which soon en- 
chanted the enthusiastic youth. His portfolios are rich- with 
the studies, he made frojn. nature, spending, as he did, whole 
day% among trees and rocks, contented with the dinner which 
he carried in his' ppcket. When it was determined to re- 
move the adjacent and superincumbent walls, and repair the 
Arch of iTitus, Keiserman began a drawing of it, which re- 
quiring several weeks to finish, the government, from respect 
to his talents, Ordered the repairs to be suspended — and his 
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drawing records; as it was ^seeii in the days of our forefathers, 
the arch of Titus, now renovated to preside over the via 
sacra, recently uncovered, descending towards the Colos- 
seuin. It is delightRil to listen to this artist's account of ex- 
cursions in search of picturesque scenery, and to watch the 
variety of powerful expression that plays among his glowing 
features, , / 

It was unfortunafe 'for nie that Canova^s statues were kl- 
nibst all packed up to be sent to his* nativecity, Venice; ^o 
that only a few of thfem could be i^een in their boxes. But 
in bis extensive studios, there are a nun)ber of cadis fnom his 
most beautiful and exquisitely graceful female figures. 

The Danisli sculptor, Thorwdldsen^ who was considered 
the 'tival of Catoova, is chiefly commended for his works in 
basso relievo, which are altogether in the antique taste, 
and for the great simplicity of his colossal statues; but his 
Chace^j though executed ^bsequently^ are inferioj to those 
of Cariova. 

Thorwaidsen was originally in Denmark a ship builder. 
He studied at Rome to become an artist witli singular assi- 
duity, although contending with the most distressing poverty, 
till the age of thirty. His practicie at the academy was to 
draw from the life only those parts of the figure* which 
chanced to please him; He modeled in clay numerous spi- 
rited compositions which he was obliged to destroy for want 
of the funds which were necessary to put them into marble 
or even plaster of Paris: and it was owing to the- taste, 
judgment, and liberality of an English gentleman, that he 
was at last enabled to execute his first tVork in gtone. 
In his work shop we were shown a basso r^ilievo' to the 
memory oif his patron, who is represented supplying the 
lamp of genius with oil. He sat to me for his portrait, 
which records his mild blue eye, his kiiid countenance, and 
his patriarchal locks.* 

• The rawt graceful figure by this artist which I have seen, is a Venusi 
in fine marble, in the possession of *If. Craig, of Philadelphia. 
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/And here, 3g^in9^he English artists are conspicuous for 
their taste and skill; and the beautiful statues of Gibson, 
Wyat^ apd Gott^ gave me greater pleasure every time I saw 
them. The stuj^io of Campbell was not open. 

> Besides those who may be considered professors in the 
arts^ Rome abounds in students from all parts of the world, 
'to the number, it i^ said, of three. hundred, I have frequent- 
ed eating houses, where they assemble in great force, when 
the close of day puts an end to their studies, and they cfoneur 
in the practice of dinipg by candle light, even after the long 
days of sununer. It w^s amusing to^hear the babel of tongues — 
the merry voices^ of the French, rising from one table; the 
eager contention of yellow haired Russians bursting froni 
another; the sober guttural^ of the patient, investigating 
Germans, mingling from a third; and occasional interjections, 
in every dialect, eDlivening the clatter of the knives and 
forks. After dinner, a neighbouring cofTee-bou^e, called the 
Cafe Greco^ h thronged with the ipixed multitude of the 
sons of paint. In the clodd.of tobacco smoke, it yiras diffi- 
cult to distinguish the whiskers,, mustachios,^nd chin tufb 
of your acquaintance from those of strangers; and the din of 
voices,, that had been reserved all day, made it necessary to 
bellow into the.eair of him who would listen to you. As I 
found that neither the smoke nor noise were pleasant to roy 
senses, and. the increasing din ceuld not be mistaken for con- 
versation, I W9ks always glad to escape after a few nmiutes' 
observation of the scene. . 

Charles Bonaparte, the American ornithologist, here bet- 
ter known as the Prince of Muaign^do, possesses^ a villa near 
the Porta Pia, enjoying within the city walls ihe advantages 
of a delightful country residence, where he politely receives 
his American friends. He showed me much kindness, and 
was willing to render me more service than my leisure and 
recluse habits permitted mc to enjoy. Though not occupied in 
any particular work, he gives much of his attention to natural 
history, which may be perceived in his connexion witfi Profes- 

22 
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8or Riccioliy a naturalist, who resided with him ip America, 
and who now lives ahnost packedup with objec4;8 of curiosity, 
through which you can scarcely ftnd him in one corner of his 
room. Natural history is scarcely knoWn amid the unnatu- 
ral histories of Rome, and therefore the professor Riccioli 
is ^n oracle in his way, and is really an active, intelligentt 
and obliging man. 

Preparations for celebrating the merry carnival were com- 
menced shortly after my^rrival^ and the city was filled with 
strangers, -who had. come chiefly to enjoy it, when the, sad 
news circulated that the pope was not expected to live, and 
in fact he died after a few da js.- . His corpse was exposed in 
state in the Sistine chapel, where multitudes flocked to see 
it; and afterwards in a chapel at St Peter's. I went among 
the crowd ^nd witnessed how the soles of his slippers were 
stained with the kisses of the devout multitude who dould 
approach them, by protruding their mouths through the bars 
of the grate. . , . 

During several days the cardinals performed mass at 
St Feter^s, on account of the late pope; and crowds of peo- 
ple flocked to see the great temporary cenotaiph, erected at 
an expense of fifteen thousand dollars, in the body of the ca- 
thedral. It was composed of timber work, covered with 
frames of painted canvass, in imitation of granite, fbnning an 
immense pyramidal obelisk, resting, on a square base, and 
elevated on a. flight of steps, which went all round — ^the 
whole ornamented with statues,'bass reliefs, and inscriptions*. 
At the corners rose iittmense.candelabra, or pyramids oif can- 
dles; When mass was over, it was amusing to see the man*!* 
ner of ejitinguishing the lights on these towering t^andelabra; 
it was effected by a man seated on a block, through \irhich a 
rope pa38ed up to the cornice of the church on each side, 
where men were stationied to raise or lower him to every 
j^rtof the candelabra, and ropes, on each* side, were held 
by men on the pavement to prevent his swingiog. At 'first 
sight he appeared to be flying in the air. 
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£i^ days after the death of the popd, a great crowd of 
people surrouDded the QQirinal palace to witness the cardU 
nals enter what is now called their prison, where they must 
rein&in, until they shall agree, by a majority of two thirds, ia 
the election of one of their own number, who must' be an 
Italian. They walked from a neighbouring church, amidst a 
throng of people, who were kept off by long lines of soldiers, 
and accompanied by a nuUtary band. As soon as they had 
passed in, the.multitude quietly dispersed* 

Here- they remained thirty-four days, voting inefiectually 
twice a day.. Their provisions were sent to them daily in 
their own coaches^aqd introduced by means of a revolving 
closet;' as no one was permitted to see them, except throu^ 
a small hole, or to hold any private intercourse with them, 
the military occupying and sOrrrounding the premises. A. sin- 
gular state of things during the interregnum of pontifical 
despotism. 

At length the looked-for signal was given, by the cardinals 
breaking opeii a window leading to the balcony, which was 
walled up. Here the news was^ proclaimed that Pius VIII. 
was duly elected, and Confirmed by the dis<ihaige of cannon. 
Although it. rained in cc^ious showers', there was soon a 
countless multitude on the square in front of the palace, ex* 
hibiting the most compact array, and a perfect sea of swelling 
umbrellas. ^ 

Next day the pope proceeded to .St. Peter's, was borne 
through the church in his chair of state, supported on men^s 
shoulders, and deposited at the grand altar, where, he. re« 
ceived the humble devotions of the cardinals, recently bis 
equals, who first knelt at his feet, then rose and were em- 
braced in tiresome succession. After this he passed out by 
a back door to his carriage of state, rich with massive gilt 
ornaments, and drawn by sis long-tailed black horses in gold 
harnesses^ caparisons^ and trappings. We hastened out of 
the ^church, and took a station to look down upon the pro- 
cession of the officers, of church and state, wiffi tl^ir ban^ 
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ners and staves, followed by the pope; who, as be passes 
among the people, is continually making on them the sign 
of the cross, a benefaction which ,he bestows io return for 
all the worldly power he receives from tliem. An immense 
succession of cardinals, In rich coaches, each with two^ three, 
or four footmen in lively, was followed by a Company of 
borse-guards. 

The coronation was to take place on ttie following Sun- 
day morning, and at an eady.hour I hastenied to St Peter's, 
A close double line of soldiers guarded a wide passage from* 
the grand door of entrance to tlie altar; but they suffered us, 
as strangers, to pass beneath the donoe^ where distinguished 
princes and ai^bassadors were provided with temporsiry gal^ 
leries. All the gold lace, ribands and stars vvhich they pos- 
sessed, were called into requisition. The most, magnificent 
in the number of their attendants were. the. G^and Puishess 
of Russia, and the Erench ambd.ssador, Chateaubriand. A 
band of music indicated- the approach of the Pope; who, en- 
tering the church, seated in a crimson chair, and borne on the 
shoulders of tnect* was preceded by the clergy. After at- 
tending a mass in one of the side chapels, his escort was in- 
creased) candles were carried before him, a silk canopy was 
held over hi& head, and a showy fan of feathers waved on 
each side, till he reached the grand altar under the dome, 
where he was lowered and pennitted to walk to his throne. 
The procession of cardinals was in all the splendour of cloths, 
af gold and silver, velvet, ermine and lace; but th^ most in- 
tei^ating, was the appearance of two Greek bishops, in their 
peculiar and magnificent drapery. At the. elevation of the 
host, the vast multitude, whose' shuffling, feet aiid buzzing, 
voices, pervaded the edifice^ w^r^^ in a . moment hushed, and 
all bent or rested on their, knees. Four. trumpeters, from 
a balcony over th^ front door, blew a soil and animated 
straip, which, through the extensive vaults, and at such a 
distance, sounded sis soft as flutes in an ordinary room. At 
the close of the mass, I hastened out to the front of the 
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churcb, where a countless multitude were^aitiug the cere- 
moD j of coronation, in the front balcony. As soon as the 
tiara was placed on the head of, the new pope, and be had 
given his benediction, all the' bells of the church began to 
ring, at once, sq lo»d, th^t we could scarcely hear the thunder 
of the neiighbouring cannons of St. Angelo. The crowd im* 
niediately dispersed with a quietness and order which seeing 
peculiar to Rome. In the evening, the city wa« illuminated, 
which was repes^ed the two following evenings, much to 
the enjoyment of the young part of the- population, who fro^ 
licked around bonfires in every street, procured at the ex* 
pense of many wine casks, old baskets and chairs, and bright 
blazing reeds and grape vines* 

A sad occasion for the assemblage of the few Americans 
who were in Rome, occurred to clou^ the cheerfulness of 
spitDg by the death of Mr, Hone, of New York. It is not 
ea»y to express the loss thus sustained by his relations and 
friends, ndr to say how much the fine arts have suffered by 
the early death, of one whose taste, zeal, and liberality Were 
80 favourable to their cultivation iti America. He was in-* 
terred in the ground, allotted for strangers, close to the.^y^ 
ramid. or tomb of Caius Cc^/m*..^ A number of Qurioufl 
Italians followed, the unusual procession of carriages, to wit- 
ness the solemn ceremonyvas performed by an English episr 
copal clergyman; during wWch. they respectfully remained 
uncovered^ I could not repress s. most melancholy feeling on 
finding myself -in the midst of so many tombs, bearing ia- 
scriptions in all the languages pf Europe, over the remains of 
many amiable and distit^guished persons, who had died so far 
from their homes. 

. Every traveller speaks of the miserere^ by AUegri, as sung 
at St Pe<:er's during the holy week. Not being able to' crowd 
myself, into the Sistiqe chapel, I placed myself in the chapel 
of the cathedral, where I suffered all the niisery of hearing 
the long and discordant chanting of the ordinary vespers; in 
which all the choir above, and' the sacerdotal cannons below, 
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made as muclt noise as they could, apparently for the 'exer- 
cise of their lungs; being a dreadful combination of fill sorts 
of tones in rapid utterance and disnial repetition^. At length 
the music peculiar to the day commenced by a.solo, uttered 
by a voice Tvbich I mistook^ in its highest notes,.for that of a 
female, till I perceived his station,, and heard him descend to 
the ordinary scale of the male voice. . Between the intervals 
of the chorus, two other singers successively took the. same 
station, one displaying a fine manly voice, and a second. eu- 
nuch emiUating that of the softer sex, Ijess clear indeed, but very 
tender, and resembling, the hautboy.. The discordant chant- 
ing'was'then resupdied, and I should havegone away disap- 
pointed, but that I foiind the crowd of auditors 4still assem- 
bling and overflowing. the chapel to a gr^at extent. outside the 
door.' T^ therefore, patiently waited till it was^ nearly dark: 
two great candles werelighted in the cboic^.the singers took 
new positions, the leader waved -his. paper scroll^ and the 
feminine voice of the first singer commenced a pathetic 
strain; the 'choir gradually egmbining .their varying and su^ 
bordinate tones, to produce the most affecting and delightful 

■ b^urmony that was ever heard from hupban voices. The voice 
which thus resembled a female one, seemed to be that of a 
penitent Magdalen, scarcely 4)reathed at first, and swelling, as 
from a bursting heart, into a tb^Uin^^ and at times a- quiver- 
ing note of distress, which became lost in the midst of fellow 
lamentations and deeper bursts of moaning, throujgh which, 
frotft^ time to time, might be perdeiyedthelieart-moying v<Sce 
of the Magdalen, again to bcrlpist in the varying sighs, moans, 
and convulsive sobs of fellow penitents. It is impossible, to 
describe the efiect produced hj this wonderful composition, 
^s sung by a choir who take especial p^ins and prid^ to give 
it the utmost . perfection. Tedious as it was to endure the 
chanting of fifteen psalms, noted by the successive extin^- 
guiShiirent of fifteen candles, one after every psalm; yet the 
excellence of the concluding piece was a. full indcinnifica- 

. -tion. .. V ^- " / ■ ■ ' - . 
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For several days we had noticed an int^reafiing number of 
pilgrims, who arrive from all parts Of tiie country to partici- 
pate in the celebration of* the holy week. . They are. distin- 
guished by a peculiar dress ; some wearing a kfnd of gown 
and sandals; but, in general, carrying over their ordinary dress 
an oil cloth cape, decorated with real scallop shells. On 
some t)f the young men these were ari'anged with much taste. 
A scrip or bag hangs on one side, and a long staff with a ri- . 
band at the top is carried by w6men as Well as men. We 
found bur*. Way one evening to the Church of the TiJgrimsj 
which, being in a distknt and unfrequented pari of the city, 
does riot seem to be much'iioticed by striaingers; we, there- 
fore, enjoyed a cpiiVenient opportunity of witnessing a sin- 
gular dcene. Contiguous to the church was an apartm^fit vx 
which the feet of pilgrims, just arrived, are washed by hum- 
ble and devout persons, who are all dressed in coarse, ri6d^ 
uniform gowns; . Around the {:00m is a ledg6, from^ which 
rises a seat ot bench against* the walls. Beneath every seat 
are two stop-cocks-^ne for letting out cold, the other hot 
water, into a small t^ib. The pilgrims were at this time in 
the church; but, on coming out, tjiey were placed on their 
elevated seats, and after the signal of .a short prayer^ one of 
these waiting gentiemen penitents knelt down before each pil- 
grim, assisted him in taking off his, dusty shoes and stockings, 
then washed his 'feet in the warm water, and wiped them 
dry with a -towel. ^ Two bishops were amobgst these humble 
servers, and cardinals - and princes are sometimes seen per- 
forming this act of hospitality and humiliation. The Prio« 
cess Doria has been seen thilis employed in the apartment al- 
. lotted to female pilgriins. A little, sidetable, however, sup- 
plied with slices of lemon, clean water, and towels, enabled ' 
the servers to cleanse th^ir own more precious hands in^lver 
basins. / 

From this room the pilgrims proceeded into the dining- 
room, a hall of great length, containing tabids aiid seats for 
two hundred persons. Before each pilgrim stood a mug of 
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wine and a drinking cup, with abundance of bread, two ap- 
ples^ a handful of figs, ^nd a plate of lettiiee. All being 
seated, every pilgrim was served with a plate of hot maca- 
roni soup, and another of dressed boiled meat After grace 
was said by a priest, the pilgrims in good earnest begati to 
eat; whilst the middle of the hall, separated from them by a 
hand rail, was filled with lookers on like myself, and a cler* 
gy'man from a little .balcony read aloud a short discourse 
upoh the nature of the institution and its utility. The self* 
appointed Waiters, servled with the greatest assiduity and 
attention. I walked round to look at thecbuptenances of 
these peasants, assembled from- various districts, and could 
perceive- in thi&ir low narrow foreheads, small lipses, large 
inouths^ and strong- jaws, bni slight marks of human intel- 
ligence; yet among them there were a few good looking 
j^espectable men. 

Each pilgrim at table was presented with a copper tic- 
ket, which entitled him to a bed;, and I am told the esta- 
blishment can accommoaate five thousand. They are still 
flocking into the. city, and proceeding in groups to their 
caravansefa. The walls of this hall are covered with large 
tablets, engraved with the names of all the benefactors to 
the institution; some having given five hundred dollars, or 
two hundred and fifty dollars, some a house, others two and 
three houses, or part of a house. Another Jiali was filled 
with busts of benefactors ipind monumental ihi^criptions. "In 
ranging through these extensive halls, we got into a room 
lined with shelves and fijled with plat6i^, iqto which room 
a great Copper kettle is brought, whose contents are here 
portioned out and delivered to the waiters at a door mid- 
way in the hall.' The kitchen is remarkably neat and clean, 
with immense copper boilers. 

I did not gp to th^ Sistine arid Pauline chapels to seie the 
ceremony of the removal of the sacrament by the pope, 
but I afterwards went to the Pauline chapel, which, on that 
occasion was illuminated in the most extraordinary man- 
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ner^ appearing, as you entered it> to be d ykst and magnifi- 
eent grotto, and lighted by thousands of wax candles, in 
the most tasteful, varied, a:nd beautiful manner, up to the 
celling and within the dome. On first entering, th^ glare 
of tight and atihospbere of Smoke only permitted the ge- 
neral form of the rooite to be seen, which resembled the 
arches, recesses, and ledges of a grotto; but, after a few 
minutes, you might perceive the architecturd. forms, and^ 
Anally, the gilt ornaments and paintings on the walk, and 
the, statues in the corners, each, with outstretched armst, 
bearing a lighted torch or candle. These are the ceremo- 
nies which have nearly destroyed the paintings by Michael 
Angeto, and many of the good altar-pieces by the old mas* 
ters. The mosaics of St. Peter's will for ever be free.from 
this objection-^as they can be washed and renovated with 
soap-suds. ' • 

AlAough a njamber of Jewii and Turks are oecasionaliy 
converted to the Catholic faith, as lately a whole family of the 
former, yet it is cudton^ary to select two for the ceremonies 
of the Saturday before Easter. Having obtained admittance 
into the baptistery of St. John, where the soldiers who guard 
the^ doors' permitted very few but strangers to enter, I found 
it difficult to see mueh of th^ cereniohies by reason 6f the 
crowd that surrounded the octagonal balustrade, witirin 
which stands the great baptis^mal font, an antique Urn qf 
Basaltk ' As I waiti^ th^g arrival of 'the converts and dig- 
nitaries of the churcSb, I contemplated the venerable an- 
tique columns which support a fantastic rooff and viewed 
the faded frescQS of Andrea Sacdhi and Carlo Maratti, and 
the indifferent battle-pieces which have been irreverently 
painted here. The ceiling is rich with golden ornaments. 
The font and balustrade around it, as well as the varie- 
gated marble floor, were covered with flowers. A cardinal 
bishop officiated at the baptism, assisted by a number of 
other ecclesiastics. T)ie converts were dresded in white 
silk gowns, and bore the tedious ceremony with great pa- 
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tiehce. From the baptistery they proceeded to>the builtca 
of St John, where countless ceremonies wet'e performed, 
in the change^ of dresses, prostrations, and chanting, which 
became so tiresome that I was glad to escape out of the 
crowd, and stiU better pleased to get into the Corsinichapel, 
there to gaze upon its lovely children of unspotted marble. 

About noon, the bells, which had been totally silent 
throughout all Rome, began at once to ring, and the cannons 
to thunder from St Angelo. In my way homewardis I found 
the children in all quarters firing off- little cannons.. This* 
firing away the Lent resembles the firing away .the old yeair 
with us. 

. Haying already seen the pope and cardinals in grand cos- 
tume inthe first procession, and at the coronation, I did 
not covet the fatigue of standing again for several hours in 
the cathedral, for all the pleasure which their clothes of 
g6ld and silver, and all the formMities of .their processions 
could afford. I, therefore, hired a ehair in a window pf one , 
of the galleries, where I amused myself in viewing the 
multitude, especially the peasants and, pilgrims. Among 
the latter, it was curious to. see the wom^n,. with coarde 
woollen petticoats, and shifts with sleeves to their wrists, 
carrying on their heads each a coarse bag containing changes 
and provisions. Dozens of these together, conscious of 
equal right, would saunter into the magnificent temple^ The 
peasant girls were decked out in a profusion of gay ribands, 
green velvet, and red flannel, and with white linen on, their 
heads. 

When the pope appeared in the balcony, borne in his 
chair of state, these peasants dropped on their khees> and 
remained so till the blessing was given; but a very small 
proportion of the vast multitude did the same. After hours 
of tiresome waiting, iii the piazza, balcony, and -window, 
on foot and in coach, many persons paying high prices for 
seats, the ceremony of blessing the people, described as so 
very impressive, was at length performed, and in one minute 
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was over. I could just perceive that hats were taken off, 
the soldiery and some others dropped on one knee and rose 
again, and the crowd began, to disperse. Two oardinaliB re- 
mained in the balcony, and, after reading .two written pa- 
pers, threw them down for an amusing scramble amongst 
^e rabble below. 

Scarcely was it dark when I found the whole dome, and 
the principal features of the cathedral most bfsautifully ilki- 
ihinated, even to.the.top of the cross. We took our lotions 
at the bottom of the piazza, so as to command the perspec*' 
tiyeof the colonnade, and the front An immense concourse 
of people from,alI parts pf the city filled the place and neigh- 
bouring houses. I had.been prepared to expect a sudden and 
additional iUMnuDation ; and, in fact, had ju8(: time to glance 
^ver and admire the tasteful arrangement of the lights, when 
the whole edifice appeared to burst out into fiowers of flame. 
In one quarter of a minute a new set of lights, blazing in me- 
tal pans each afoot in dis^meter, by their superior brightness, 
rendered the former lights nearly invisible. It was the most 
brilliant and extraordinary illomination perhaps ever seen, 
accomplished by means of four thousand four. hundred of the 
lesser, and eight hundred of the greater lights; and, yeit, but 
a few minutes were sufficient to^ see. it, and the multitude 
moved off, to view it ^t a greater distance, E)yen at 4nid- 
night the magic dome was still in full splendour, visible to^ll 
the country around. 

The fire-»w6rk8 rat the castle of St. Angelo, which common*^ 
ly are shown on Easter Sundaly, Were deferred till Monday 
.evening; and, in honour of the arch duchess of Russia, were 
more costly than usual; the price of the material^ amount- 
ing^ I am* told, to fifteen hundred dollars, and Ijneing made 
by the soldiery in the castle, l was fortuna^te in procuring a 
seat on a small building close to the bridge and river, in front 
of the castle^ where an hpur's ^aitipg was rendered amusing 
by looking down upon the great but orderly crowd that was 
still pressing from all parts, and occasionally compelled to 
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open a passa^ for coaches diat were carrying ccMntpanjrto 
the nei^bouritig houses, of which every: window was rentoi 
out Directly opposite us was a rich suite of rooms, and bal* 
cony decked with crimson velvet and gold, prepared for ti^ 
grfind du^chess. A band of military music was stationed itt 
front of the house, of whose performance we sharied the be- 
nefit At nine o'clock, cannon announced the commence* 
ment Immediately an irruption of rockets, drew the atten- 
tion of all, and in' an iiistant the whole front of the building 
was illuminated by white lights in the most tasteful foniis, 
crowned with the cros84iey8 and palpal tiara. Rockets, that 
bilrtt into numberless white falling stars, weris contkiQaUf 
rising fi^om different places. A variety of revolving wheels, 
and Aoods <^ hissing snakes, and streams of white, ball rock* 
ets, succeeded; occasionally a laige one rose, and, as tt^ 
burst,, its noise was augmented by the wetttin^ dischaige of 
a cannon from the ramparts. Mock musketiT, from various 
partsof the battlements, resembled an actuat^ngQ^ment^ in^ 
tenritigled with the deep, roar of the real cannon. Cones or 
fountains of fiery ^parka spread on all sides, and. produced 
volumes of smoke, which became variously illuminated, co- 
vering and hiding the whole castle, wh^t the most beantifi]^ 
^Sect was produced that could be imagined^ T(k>s^ brigbl 
rockeHs, (»r rather slow booying globes of light, now were seen 
bursting through the clouds; being directed from the back df 
the castle, and, breaking into innumerable stars of the purest 
bri^itnesd, fell in front. The whole concluded by a tremendous 
and surpassing irruption of rockets from the centre, fix)nt,and 
sidesof the castle, with the sound of cannon from evevy ram<> 
part It lasted about half an bour,and certainly by its variety,, 
ettent, and skilful arrangement, together with the advantfl^e 
of situation, the splendour and grandeur of the spectacle were 
beyond what even the imagination could have conceived, and 
perhaps have never surpassed by any similar attempt 

It was not till the latter end of April that' spring was fiiirly 
confirmed. Its approach has been more gradual than any 1 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES OK ITALY, J81 

hare ever experienced. Though there has been no frost 
since the middle of the winter^ it is only now that &e forest 
trees are in leaf, and the country begins to invite the land- 
scape painter t6 the Deighbouring mountains, with, his paint 
box and white linen umbrella swung on his back^ and his foldt 
edfitool and umbpella-staff in his> hand. The. nights have 
been cool, and still in the morning you may remark the w6^ 
men in the streets going about with little earthen- fire pots» 
Now, the streets are daily becoming more populous, with 
whole families sitting ^at\work in front of their doors, thus en* 
joying light^^air, and social .intercourse^ and a release from 
the confinanent of their dark, dirty^ and CJ(;owded shops* 
The warm suh ha? brought out of their retreats great num-i^ 
beis of lizards, which steal across your path, or dart in:to the 
crevices of old waUs^ The rose bushes are in fuU bloom, 
but have scarcely any odour; the fields are bright with but* 
ter-cups,- which resemble those i& America, and have.a slight 
agreeiible perfome; but the woods sparingly produce a deU"* 
cate, and scarcely perceptible violet of high odou^, which is 
. eagerly collected into bouquets, and pfiered. for sale by chil* 
dren in the streets; who- shortly afterwards assail you. in all 
quarters with the powerful odour of an illJooking, leafless- 
water tulip; The Papers Garden j into which you look froift 
the public gallery of statues, is gay with flowers of every ^o*^ 
lour. Green peas are becoming common, though they were 
to be had all the winter, as gardening was carried on, with* 
out jiny interruption, under the protection of white walls^ 
during the little cold weather that firoz^ the water, but not 
the schI to any depth/ - '• ' r 

In the latter part of ])tay the l^ope was to make his gngid 
procession from the Quirinal Palace to the church of St. 
John Lateran. It was Sunday, and the crowd of people as- 
sembled in front of the palace, and in all the neigbbpuHng 
streets was immense. In the streets throngh which be was 
to pass, evi^ry window Was filled with spectators, and oma* 
mented. with crimson or yellow ^mask hangings, some with 
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canopies richly orDaroented, besides a display of much old 
tapestry and faded silk bed-quilts, the whole giving to the 
houses the gayest appearance. Thousands of chairs and 
benches, on hire, were ranged on both sides of the streets, 
and ocjcupied by people collected from every quarter of 
Ron^e — ^all in their gayest attire and happiest countenances, 
and afibrding a fine opportunity of examining the variefy of 
character, complexion^ and costume. The streets were fijled 
with a moving throng, pressing on towards St. John's, till 
their, ranks were opened by the advanced guard of the Pope, 
yvbo followed in a new and splendid coach, of great size, and 
as rich as carving and gold could make it, and which wastbus 
exhibited for the first time. It is said to bave cost twenty- 
thousand dollar^.. His whole passage was greeted with cri^ 
of *^ Viva ilpapa^^^ and the waving of handkerchiefs, a part 
of tiie people dropping on their knees. 

Hastening in advance^ I took a station in the church near 
the great altar, where I could see the aged, cardinals enter 
and take their seats, dressed in their richest clothes of silver 
and gold, preceding the Pope, whose canopy of cloth of sil- 
ver, trimmed with gold, and borne by eight ,men in crimson 
silk damask robes, was the signal for all to fall on their kneea 
that CQuld, or were i^illing. On this occasion, the church 
was most extensively decorated, AH the columns and pilas- 
ters were covered with crimson damask^ and the arches hung 
with festoons of crimson, white, and gold,, in accordance wjth 
the princely dignity of the ecclesiastical chief magistrate, 
and sovereign pontiff of absolute power. Stooping' in the 
meek and humble posture which is recorded in all the por- 
tcaits of the popes, he proudly moves amid an escort .of sol- 
diers, from the palace to the church; where, from the great 
door, which is never opened but for him to enter, raised 
above all, and under his sacred canopy, he advances. between 
his ranks of soldiers, whose muskets glitter in the church, 
up to the altar which is crowded with priests and surrounded 
still with soldiers. 
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Such is the orthodox compound of spirit and matter, di- 
Tine power and mortal purpose. During the daH chant of 
die church service, I went out amongst the multitude at- 
sembled on the piazza in front of the church, and Waiting 
for the benediction. The balcony over, the great.door was 
sumptuously decorated with crimson and gold; and an im- 
inense awning of sai? cloth, from the cornice of the edifice, 
was extended by means of ropea reaching to poles erected 
at a great distance. A great display of militaiy, exclusively 
occupied the centre. 

The Pope soon.appeared^ borne high under his canopy, 
and as usual attended by his great &ns. When he rose to 
give his benediction^ the vast multitude knelt, spontaneously. 
His pure white dress of silver cloth, his outstretched arms, 
first slowly raised to heaven, and then extended over his peo- 
ple^ this time certainly constituted lan impressive scene. The 
cannon, which was stationed near, echoed by those at the 
castle of St.Angelo, completed the ceremony by their re- 
joicing roar. The carriages, the crowd, the military corps, 
made it diffitult to get away from the spot But it was a 
quiet, good-nattired Roman Crowd, slowly returning to their 
homes, and I was contented to move slowly with them^ As 
we approached the Colosseum, dimly seen in the misiy- twi- 
lightyits immense magnitude-was more impressive than I had 
ever witnessed. When we reached the centre of the city, 
it was quite dark, and accident favoured us with a concluding 
sight of the Pope, Coming firom the Quirinal to the Vatican 
in his private carriage, escorted by his guard and horsenjen, 
bearing great flaming torches in advance and aside, amid the 
renewed cries of " Long live the Pope.'* 

From the descriptions -which are .always given of the cam*- 
pagna surrounding Rome; as beii^ desolate, uncultivated and 
unhealthy, I Was quite surprised to fipd the road to Tivoli 
winding through a country almost entirely cultivated, though 
not embellished with many trees, and but few houses.. And 
though level in comparison with the hills of Rome, and the 
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mountains of Tivoli, jet it was ia continual undulation of hill 
and hollow; the road frequently passing between steep banks 
and crossii^ streams of water. One of these i& a canal con- 
ducting a rapid torrent from the sulphureous lake of Tarta- 
rus, which filled the air with a strong stench. About twelve 
miles from Rome, we Entered a plantation of ohres, which 
Continued as we ascended the nlountain, where they were 
of great size and of anti^ty beyond record. No one who 
has not seen thes6^ged trees can inoiagine their singular and' 
fantastic shapes, their trunks frequently resembling rocks, 
with arches and numerous perforations; sometimes^ in sha- 
dowy placed, with but little assistance from the itnagim^tionV ' 
they resemble strange animals and human figures in terrific or 
fantastic attitudes^ twisted and turned in every possible shape, 
and yet their upper branches are solid^ verdant, ^ni prolific. 

The entrance to Tivoli is embellisheil with a lai^ge monach 
tery, but the town itself, with tortious, hilly, and narrow 
streets, is an assemblage oL the oldest and ugliest houses' that 
could be piled together; subdivided, finom generation to gene- 
ration, into the smallest portions that cian be inhabited by a 
swarming population; which, as we passed, lined die streets, 
or, as they may more properly be called, the mule paths. 

Stopping at the inn of the Sibyls, usually resorted to. by 
artists^and where there were already several, we hastened to 
a small terrace which forms its little court yard, and beam On 
its precipitous edge the -famous square firagment of the Tern" 
pk qf the Sibylj and the circular Temple of Veatn^ 
which is. a beautiful specimen of- ancient art, and a pleasing 
and iinportant object in the viewa which are taken from the 
neighbouring points. From the terrace you look down on 
M^ild.and broken rock^ and foaming streams of water, whose 
unceasing noifie is the evening IqlUtby of the artists who 
sleep at this inn. 

From, a' neighbouring garden an admirable pathway has 
been constructed down the precipices, towards the Ms,^and 
to the Chraito qf- Nyifunej ihrough which you may view 
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d>e external cascades, whilst a wild and roaring torrent faUs 
into the iLark recesses of the Cavern cf- Neptune^ and nuhes 
out to unite with the other torrents^ The fantastic shapes 
of the rocks and caverns, the uproar of the foaming waters, 
and the brilliancy of the green fbHag;e, constantly wet with 
spray, render it a -most extralOrdinary scene. The rocks 
are curled into every shape, being all formed 'by deposite 
from the petrifying qcrality of the waters, and are perfo- 
rated with numerous cavernous openings; The visiter is 
satprised to see a door-way and pigeon holes, wrought ih the 
waU of the J>eipendicular rock, at an immense height, ap- 
parently inaccessible; , 

Reascending and .passing through part of the^town, we 
descended to the ^fmo, whose water supplies these cataractsv 
and a still gresLter number at the opposite edge of the town. 
Two or three years ago, about twenty houses were under* 
mined by the waters and fell into the abyss, together with 
aa old picturesque bridge, whose abutments remain a hun- 
dred feet abov^, the present stream to excite a regret for the 
total diss^ppearddce of what used to be called the great falls. 
The stream now flows quietly over a new dam, across which 
a low isafe brid]ge j>asiBes, and abovev the gceen Water of 
the Jlnio forms a beautiful wiucGng lake, skirted with ver- 
dant mountains; Crossing the bridge, a long winding road, 
called the circular terrace, conducts the visiter round the 
rocky valley, into which the cascades fall, and appear from 
several' points in vaiying and increasing beauty, until the 
whole side of the mountain is seen streaming with the foam- 
ing rivuletsv and the atmosphere above them whitened with 
the vapour which rises from, them ; these are the famous 
CascalelUe ofTivotu The brow of th6 mountain is crowned 
with the Temple of VestOj the town of Tiholt, and the 
FiUa of Maeicenas; the river having passed through its 
rocky labyrinths, winds in the gravelly bottom, aud tbe long 
line of the Campagna and Ronte itself afe in the distdnce — 
while the fore-ground is diversified With groves of pale olives^ 

24 
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the bright green of luxuriant vines, and herbage brilliant with 
flowers, of yeUow, red and purple. 

To witnesa this delightful scenery, our guide, a sturdy^^ 
sunburnt, bareheaded, little boy^ conducted us down ru^d 
hills, through grass and bushes wet by a recent rain, to situ- 
ations distinguished by the sketches of artists; but the beau- 
ty of the landscape was a sufficient qemp^ensation for wet 
and fatigue. We continued our circuit' through, groyes of 
anoient olives, and passed the sca^rcely visible 6itea^ of seve^ 
ral villas of ancient Roman heroes, crossed a repured rem- 
nant of one of their own bridges, and ascended a paved 
road to the Villa {^ Msecenas. This immense palace /sur- 
rounded three sides of a great court, all in ruins, except one 
ude Which hasl>een preserved-^-r^nce the splendid halls of 
the cpurlly patron of the .arts,'but now the blackened resi- 
dence of iron founders, who have introduced torrents of 
water through the rooms and corridors^ which, after serving 
their purposes, poUr, ffom a window at an immense height, 
foaming into the valley below. We' were conducted by a 
smoky-faced' forgeman up tfie great staircase, through ancient 
galleries, and over floodgates in the uppep chambers, to the 
umpie terrace of the roof which has been 'kept in repair. 
From this ther^ is a delightful view of the neighbouring 
country and of distant Rome. 

Still rising into the town of Tivoli, we entered the gate 
which leadd to the Villa of Cardinal dPE^te — ^now desert- 
ed and falling into decay, with all its princely magnificence of 
fountains, walks, terraces, grottos, and. groves. It is the pro- 
perty of some foreign prince, but^the gardener did not find 
it necessary to know whom. 

Tivbli, vyhich, according to antiquarians, was founded five 
hundred years before Rome itself, preserves its ancient style 
of building, with the exception of a few of modern erectiota; 
so thait the visiter may here see shops still, in use, fashioned 
exactly like those of PompeiL I rambled through the town, 
which, though built on the ragged summit of a hill. Is aur- 
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rounded bj hills still higher; but saw nothing to admire in 
its mule path streets, winding up and down, but swarms of 
children, men and women, ragged alnd dirty, lounging about 
in extraordinary idleness; which excites a wonder how they 
come there^ and. how they can subsist. But nearly all classes 
mingle begging with their regular occupations, if they bave 
any; and as Tivoli is so much visited by strangers, the inha- 
bitaois have the habit, not only in the streets, but in the 
stores, ^otonly in rags and on foot, but well dressed and 
riding on asses, of addressing every visiter with the regular 
salutation of ^^ Date ini gualehe cosa^^' give me something. 
I met vnth a pleasant artist who has travelled much about 
Ihis neighbourhood, who 'goY)d naturedly. says, that it is not 
from want that they beg, but that th^y love to enjoy the 
agreeabte^ emotion which results from receiving something to 
indicate a fellow feeling in the foosoin of the traveller. 

Having the convenience of a landscape painter's travelling 
apparatus, I descended with dome difficulty the steep side of 
tbe mountain, holding on to clusters of rushes, till I found 
among the rocks and bushes, on ^e precipice below, a mule 
path, leading to a small cultivated spot, whence £ could com- 
mand a fine view of the Caiscatelles, which tumbled from the 
opposite mountain to a midway-projection, gre^n with eter- 
nal showers of spray^ and thence fell foaming deep among the 
brown rocks below. Seated on my three legged stool, the 
paint box in my lap, I Hastened to record in colours the scene 
of enchantment before me ; whilst the little bare4ieaded vil- ' 
lage boy, with ^my umbrella, kept off the bright and burning 
rays of th^ sun, and, occasionally, &e spray from the falls. 
I was amused to hear this spray called palvere del acqua^ or 
dust of the water. In America such cultivated spots would 
have had their inhabitants, in whose huts the artist migbtseek 
some occasional re/resbnient, or leave bis materials till the 
next day, or during a shower. Old as the country is, it is 
otherwise iiere. The olive trees which are cultivated on the 
bilk, and the grain that is made to grow -on the tevel spots, 
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«ar4S tended by labourers who lire in the town, and .who ne- 
cessilrily waste much time in going and returning. .Artists^ 
Uierefore, who study in these solitudes sufier many inconv'e- 
niencies. I painted another view of the fails, near the Tem- 
ple of Vesta, from a little spot on the poiht of a precipice, 
among Pushes trodden down by many an artist before me; 
for tliey are constantly coming here, of all nations, to study 
the luxuriant scenery of the winding valley, into which &e 
Jinio falls. The waUs of my bed*room were inscribed with 
columns of their signatures, and. exclamations of delight at the 
charms of Tivoli. 

Four days were spent here with inerearing adniiration of 
the natural scenery, and undiniinisbed disgust at the filth of 
the town; but, though fatigued by the day's excursions, I was 
unable to sleep during half the night from the leeching de- 
predations of beggarly fleas. I had heard much of t)ie beau- 
tifitl costume of the peasantry, but saw little to admire. The 
observation maybe true, applied to-villaiges farther in ibe 
9ioun tains; but in Tivoli all .the senses are offended, and I 
was glad to get to Rome for ope night's sound sleep. I re- 
entered the gate of San Lorenzo^ with my paint hox and 
some change of clothes, which might have been taken unmo- 
lested in a handkerchief, bag, or box ; but from the fact of 
their being in a trunk, it was deemed necessary to execute a 
formal statement and record,^ for which I had to pay, besides 
suffering the delay. With tiiis paper a soldier aecompanied 
roe to the custom-house, in the centre of the city^ instead of 
permitting the carriage to be driven to my lodgings at the 
Porta delpopolQ.^ The custom-house oflker, however, made 
a polite examination, received his expected douceur^ and I 
was permitted to go home with my little trunk. These are 
some of the inconveniencies which, an American sensibly fe^ls 
out 6f Ihs own country, where there is suc^ entire liberty of 
locomotion. 

In the early part of June, great baskets of the Coccoonfl of 
tilk- worms were to be ^een in every street, where they were 
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cleaned, washed, and dried; whilst the women and girb were 
reeling it off, both in the streets' and shops. 

In a warm moonlight evening I took occasion, according to 
custom, to visit the Colosseum. Besides various parties of 
pedestrians we found eight carriage loads of company, some 
of whom were curibuslj exploring the corridors and arches 
widi torches. The dim li^t of the moon, which only' exhi- 
bits the great architectursLl masses Without' the minute details 
that during broad diaylight disturb' the attention, produces its 
effect, by merely permitting the spectator to be fully im- 
pressed with the simple perceptionfs of bulk and proportion. 
A similar effect is produced by a fog or mist ; and, in a de- 
greciby the device employ^ by artists of looki^ig with one 
eye nearly closed. 

An American, at home, has litfle opportunity of seeing the 
human physiognomy in its original state. The savages, fr6m 
one end of our continent to the other, pluck out their beards, 
until they entirely eradicate every symptom of what they 
consider deformity to the human countenance. Whiskers and 
mustachios, however^ are not' unknown in the United States, 
and the beards of the Dunkers or Shaking Quakers are occa- 
sionally seen. But here, in Rome, every size, colour, and fa- 
shion of the natural beard maybe daily beheld in the streets, 
from the cardinal to the beggar, and on travellers from all 
parts of Europe and Asia. Various confratemitid? of monks 
wear them in different shapes, modified by the scissors and 
razor. Beggars consider them a valuable property, especial- 
ly when they have become long and gray. But there is ano- 
ther class of persons t^ho cultivate this antique fashion and 
patriarchal appendage for the express ui^e of artists, who may 
hire them of all ages and' modes for a paul^ (ten cents,) an 
hour. 

The practice of binding up the limbs of children in swad- 
dling clothes continues here,> not only from an indisposition to 
abandon old customs^ but probably more from the liberty it 
allows the parent or nurse. Wrapped up, sonoewbat like a 
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iiiummy, the little creature, as if all of it were dead but the 
head and hands, can be carried about like a stick of wood, 
and laid on a shelf without the danger of falling : and those 
who have the care of it need only to quiet its occasional cries, 
aAd sotnetimes to clean it. Yet this rigorous confinement of 
the limbs does not seem to impair their final developement, for 
the Italians have generally very stdut legs. Raphael, Andrea 
del Sarto, and other artists took the liberty of unswaddling 
all the Bambinos they painted, and threw their little legs 
about with all the energy of infant Herculeses; probably con- 
sidering it, by the force of contrast, a divine privilege. 

Processions to the sick are often met in the streets, pre- 
ceded by a little bell — on hearing which, the pious may stop 
and do homage to the passing sacrament; or the military 
guard, at the Word of command, present arms and kneel in a 
goodly row, till the chalice-bearing priest, iii foHdres^, walk- 
ing under a canopy, and surrounded by persons bearing can- 
dles, has passed. These are seen tolstop at the house of some 
dying person, who submits to the last ceremonies of thd 
church, and is doomed to hear his death-song loudly chanted 
at his door. Haply be may recover from suth a shock; if 
not, his corpse is sarroiinded with' catadles which give him 
no light, and speedily he is carried to the toipb, without one 
attending relation, being committed wholly to the custody of 
the priiestbood^ whb form a long procession of monks, clad 
in white hoods, ipvith holes to look out of, like grim death^s 
heads. The number of these sturdy troopers is always re- 
gulated by the money which may be found to pay their stipu- 
lated fees ; and the ri,ch think it essential that the barefooted 
Pomraicans should ^always be of the number. 

■ The corpse, lying on a shiaillow trough, which exposes the 
whole figure, with naked bead and hands, is borne 6b men's 
shoulders. - i have seen thus passing, in the charge of stran- 
gers, a lovely girl of fi(leenj her face transparent as wax, 
and the red still lingering oi\ her cheeks; but the transient 
and rapid passage of this celestial form, scarcely attracted aih 
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eye,, or suspended a sentence among the throng. Custom has 
prescribed that her friends should weep unseen. 

After the corpse is deposited in front of the altar, surround- 
ed by lights and chanters, it is left in the twilight to be depo- 
sited by the servants of the church, either .in its private tomb, 
or pitched unceremoniously into one of the great vaults be- 
neath the pavement. I have sometimes been nauseated with 
the stench that rose through the crevicefi. 
' Since the hot weather has commenced^ scarcely a day 
passes without some religious procession from the church, 
which is dedicated to the saint of the day, and whose annir 
yersary is boted in the holy: calendar. There is a great si- 
milarity between them, and I found but little to interest 
xne in the parade of wax candles, painted banners, apd coarse 
military music. A more extensive one has recently, oc- 
curred at St, Peter^s, in whjch the, pope himself performed 
the rare ceremony of walking. Several bodies of men car- 
ried candles, crucifixes, flagd, hanner^, andimmense^^rosses. 
Each great cross was of the fall size, made of light materi- 
als, and hollow, being balanced by onb map. The banners, 
which are great pictures like altar-pieces, painted on both 
sides, are carried on poles by two meuj and kept, erect by 
ropes extending front and back. Then followed a little 
crucifix under a canopy, accompanied by a military band of 
muiliic« This procession at St. Peter^s differed from all 
others I had seen, by the introduction of a number of, fe- 
males as vestals, in white flannel dresses and ample whi^e 
yeils curiously pinned over their heads, across their mouths, 
necks, and bdsoms, and floating behind them; each bearing 
a candle. At last, a canopy, with the holy sacrament, held 
by a bishop, was followed by the pope and cardinals, each 
bearing, like soldiers trailing arms,^ a large wax candle. It 
is certainly curious to observe this intermingling of reli- 
gious and military ceren()onies. Soldiers are^i^tioned every 
where, and^marcK in the processions, and there is little 
else than military music. The soldiers, with their own 
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caps ODy crying out to the people when the crosses pass, to 
take o^ their hats, which they sometimes strike with their 
muskets. I perceived that this order, was obeyed only 
within musket reach; for beyond this military enforcement 
of religious duty^ the people generally kept their hats on^ 
and only took them off on the approach of the sacrament 
itself. The path through which it passes is strewed with 
flowers .and green leaves, and Qowers are throwp from the 
neighbouring windows. 

The people appear to regard these processions merely as 
amusing spectacles; and they certainly, in a degrisey arouse 
them from that dull monotony of existence which would be 
their fate during the heats of summer, when Rome is de- 
serted by all strangers, life and fashion. When it Is known 
that a prooession is to take place, the streets through which 
it is to pass, late in the afternoon, are lined with chairs, 
which are hired out; and every house makes a display of 
its red or yellow silk .jisngingSi with which they appear to 
be provided expressly for these purposes. The amusement 
consists in the military display, the band of music, the ban- 
ners, flags, and canopies,, the glass lustres^ and the long suc- 
cession of lighted candles; but the most H^ly interest is 
excited by the difficulty of eat'rying the great banners in 
varying currents of air^ and ia preserving the balance of 
the great cross, and the critical and dexterous shifting of it 
from one red-faced and fatigued Hercules to a fresh one, 
into whose belted sbcket it is lifted. It is only at the mo- 
ment when the sacratoent passes, that the spectators resblve 
theriQselves into the attitude and perhaps the feeling of dtr 
votion. 

The freqtiency of religious ceremonies, like the hack- 
neyed custom-house oath, seems to lessen the sentiment of 
reverence;: but amusement is furnished to the people, and 
occupation to the clergy, as well as business to the manu- 
facturers of wax candles, of which the consumption is very 
great. Streams of melted wax pour from the blazing can- 
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dies ^f foar wickn; all of which fallis on the ground, except 
what can be caught by ragged urchins^ who eagerly hold up 
their paper funnels for that purpose, which is permitted by 
the meekest of the torch-bearing monks, whilst some of 
pirouder mien frown away the little meddlers. 

Amid all the ceremonies which I have attended at St 
Peter's, devotion certajnly does not appear to constitute 
the principal part. The edifice itself is a sumptuous pa- 
lace to display the power and wealth .of the church; pro'- 
fessedly a copsecration of the genius and labours of man to 
the Divine Being. Satisfied with having thus a temple erect- 
ed above all other temples, as the expression of homage, 
his devotion- is lost ih wonder at the work of his own hands. 
Seldom is the penitent discovered in the confesisionals) and, 
though numbersare seen kneeling. before the various shrines, 
their eyes may be observed wandering with the groups of 
adniiring strangers. In the obscurity of some humbler 
sanctuary may the most penitent and pious, be found, where 
there is little to disfa-act their devotions.- The pilgrim, 
however, who has travelled far to visit Rome*, hastens to 
kneel in this palace of churches, and enjoj^ the pridcf of 
belonging to a faith which has manifested such magnificence 
and power. 

Preparatory to leaving Rome, and before the pictures I 
had painted could be packed up, it )yas necessary to htive 
them inspected and certified by various officers, whose duty 
it is to prevent any valuabler picture of the old masters being 
taken out of'Rom^, without being 'first presented to the 
option of the government to'.purchase at a fair valuation. 
This being, with some difficulty, accomplished, t^e pass- 
ports obtained, and a carriage hired for Florence by the 
way of Sienna, we started on the third of July. ' 

The Campagna on the side of Rome which leads to Flo- 
rence fs even less level than on that towards Tivoli, being 
altogether hilly, and only seeming like a plain when seen 
from some distant mountain. It is imperfectly cultivated, 
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and has but kw habitations; being r^put^d ex:trei3[iQl7 un- 
healthy. A hut on the Toad-side, rudely constructed of 
reeds and straw, serves as the residence of ono solitary man^ 
whose business it is tofurnish refreshments to the poor whp 
travel that way. 

> Wp brealtfasted at the post house, on a plain whjch ap- 
pears (d be within the crater of "an extinct volcano* On 
passing out of it, there were to be seep the traces of im- 
mense torments of lava, which had flowed into the valley 
below, but deeply covered with ashes and soil. Afte^ p.as9r 
ing tills yolcanic i*egion, the country became, more. pict9,- 
resque^ till We reached our resting place, Sdnsigjionfif a 
curious old town built on a mountai-n. A strean> paspies 
through it^ working a number of wire mill,9, ii^ ^ deep rooian- 
tic fissure of the rocksf which rise perpendicularly opposite 
the old black and rqinou^ massed of stone and mort2ir,,whicJ)/ 
by the perforations resembling dpojrs and windows, you dis- 
cover to be houses. The town contains the ruins of sdme 
fini^ edifices, but.jal.L elegance h$is departed from a spot that 
was once tl^e residence of ipuch taste and wealth* Some 
venerable oaks and pines remain, as beautiful objects, gqu- 
trasting well with the surrounding plaicis and distant barjreo 
mountains. Sut the narrow valley between the town and 
the opposite cliff is noted for its beauty. 

From Ronsiglione ^e gradually ascended a high moun-* 
tain, which comn^ands an ej^tensiye and beautiful prospect, 
and, descending suddenly to thefpotof it,.cfntered.the town 
oi J^iterhQj the ancient, metropolis of Etruria. The shops 
^nd workmen gave it more an air of business than any thing 
I.had seen in. Rpme; but, as v^e drove through the tpwo 
ftom one gate to the other without.stopping, we could see 
but little. We passed several .handj^fome old. fountains^, and 
remarked that the predopainant fashion with the females was 
to wear a piece of red worsted with a black border on th^ir 
heads and shoulders* 

Kiothijjg interesting appeared till we enteretd Monte^as- 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON ITALY. 196 

c&ne. a curious assemblajre rff wretched stone houses, built 
on a conic mountain; Vvhich, however, is' worth the trou- 
bfe 6f s>soencling, to enjoy a delightful view of the Lake of 
Bolsena^ seen over richly cultivated fieldi^, high moun- 
tains terminating the distance. 

A^lihough it \Sras the full season for apricots, the market 
jilade afforded onl> one man who had' a few to sell. It waff 
^6' rare a thing to see a customer buy three pounds of 
fhism, that a crowd of children surrounded me, and th6 apri- 
dot nierchaht Himself bowed as'I passed him oh my return.' 
A' German lady, who v^as of our party to view the lake, 
seeiiig a Httle girl knitting slovvly, toot the . stocking ' and 
Exhibited such an activity of fingers, that a large crowd of 
Hitlekti liters, as vrefi as their mothers, soon gathered round 
ih astonishment ahd admiration. 

From the wretched innj which pretended to afford us ac- 
cdnimodation, in this region of indolenc6, we descended a te- 
dious road'tlll we approached the lake; which with *it^ two 
isfatids arid diversified shores continued long our only objects 
of interest:' at the head of it, the town of Botsena rises high 
above the shore. We did not enter it, and saw nothing of its 
ancfietrt temples, amphitheatre, and ruins; nor what inherit* 
ahce of taste remains in a city which furnished to Rome in 
her splendour twelve hutidred statues. Not far frOnft Bobe- 
na^we passed a great mass of bas^hic columns, very distinct* 
ly split into regular angles, standing obliquely. 

Ah' lextra'liorse had accompanied us from Montefiascohe to 
assist us up the' mountain to the village of San .Lorenzo. We 
p^^^ed the'ehoirmbUs ruins of a castle situated ohTi stieep ridgfe 
of rocks p^jecting into a beautiful valley. Front this we 
WOtlnd up the steep irtountaii*i, and gained a delightful view 
of the lake.- Oil a neighbouriog'^hiiiis a fine estate owned 
by Lucien Bonaparte, from which be derives his title. San 
Lorenzo,' >among the vllljage^ of Italy, is singular in its regu- 
larity.' Though on the top of a mountain it is perfectly level. 
It consistis of uniform buildings, of two stories^ surrounding 
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aa octangular place^ with four short streets proceeding from 
it at right angles, two of them terminating with churches. 

On leaving San Lorenzo a most beautiful valley burst npon 
our view, continuing some distance. Hitherto we had passed 
through a volcanic country, and saw no streams *of water. 
Now irregular rocks jutted out from the sides of the moun- 
tains, and little rivulets sought the valleys below. Men and 
women, armed with spades, rakes, and sickles, were assem- 
bling in the market places of the villages, through which we 
passed, and moving out in parties to their respective fields 
of labour. Their appearance suggested to us the reflection 
timt painters improperly represent them in th^ir holiday suits 
at work, never as they really are, dirty, ragged, and beg- 
garly, twenty and thirty together in a group. The roads and 
fields are gay with flowers, especially the red poppy, and a 
variety of yellow, white, and purple flowers. 

Passing the last villagie in the Roman territory, we tra^ 
veiled over a tedious length of barren and wild hills, till we 
reached. the custom-house o{ Radicofani, on the frontiers of 
Tuscany. This custom-house^ like a great barn, stands on 
the side of a hill below the town, and comprises the conve- 
nience of a large hotel, which is necessary during a deten- 
' tion of severaj hours.. Having breakfasted, we took the usual 
guide, aa old man of seventy, ^nd occupied an hour and a 
half in rising to. the top of the mountain, which- is capped 
with the ruins of an ancient and stupendous fortress. We 
examined all its dilapidated gate-ways, bastions, and towers; 
looked down on the town to which we had before looked up, 
and which was built two thousand five hundred, years ago, 
and surveyed a vast circumference of country, comprising 
many villages, a volcanic mountain,- and the hot baths of San 
FUippo. The old fortress was built of solid ma^es of lava, 
and an immense quantity i>f the red spongy kind. 

A person generally attends at the hotel with a collection' of 
medallions of Travertine, made in the waters of San Fiiippo. 
Moulds of wax or sulphur are- laid in the water, >nd soon re- 
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ceiye a deposite of fine, white, and hard stone, producing 
the most beautiful and perfect impressions, which are sold at 
moderate prices. 

The road for a long distance, in a singular manner, passed 
over the ridges of wild and barren moui^tains, commandiog 
extensive prospects, and crossed the drj channels of the moun- 
tain torrents, which in rainy seasons are difficult topass; nu- 
merous castles crowned the distant hill^, and patches of cul- 
tivation marked the valleys. The country as we advanced 
improved in cultivation, till we approached the white cls^y 
bills of Sienna. Soon after, the. neat, country seats which 
skirted the settlement, showed that we wer^ entering a city 
of ele^nce and taste« 



Sienna. 

DuRiNo the few hours which we were to remain here, it 
was necessary to hasten over the principal objects of curiosi- 
ty, banning with the cathedral, a singular edifice, composed 
of alternate layers of black and white marble, but with a cu- 
rious and richly carved Gtothic front. The black and white 
layers of stone, wrought into clustered columns and archer, 
within the churchy where both are cleaner than on the out- 
side, appeared at a little distance to be covered with check 
curtains of a large pattern. 

Near the great altar is the celebrated mosaic pavement, ex- 
ecuted in a manner peculiar to Sienna five hundred years ago, 
. by Beccafumi MeCcarino. It is in imitation of large draw- 
ings or. cartoons, consisting of a free and vigorous outline, as 
if done with a brush, some strokes bein^ darker than others, 
and hdghtened by judicious touches of white. The out- 
line, shadows, and lights consist entirely of sections of stones, 
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inlaid on a grpygrotind, executed with great spirit and berfuty, 
and worthy the care which i? tak^n to prege»*ve the»n, for fliiejr 
are covered with pti'^els of wood whi^.h are raised in secfiOba 
to sho\/ the pictures. The ceiiirig of one of the halls ht the 
palace of the miinicipaH^y is'decor.ated by this artist, hni shovv 
H*^ to less advan'r^e in his ga;*- coloi"iri»>g thcin he appears otl' 
the pavement of the cathed»a'l, and i?^ some r drtoons which- 
are preserved in the Dominican churc^^, executed W black 
and \vhii^ cb'dk. In the s?cristy the wi>lls are coveredSvith' 
historical pieces, designed by Rppliael, ana executed by Pin'-' 
turichio^ among wliich are many fine heads and curiously 
finished costumes. 

In one of the i hambers of the municipal palace is a col- 
lection of the Portraits of all the popes and cardinals who 
were natives of Sienna. In tLe same room are several other 
pictures, espe«:ially the Judgment of Solomon^ by Luca 
Giordano. The principal chambers of this curious build- 
ing, were decorated by all the best painters of Sienna, whea 
Sienna was the seat of the arts, and her artists the most cele- 
brated and excellent in the world: they were the rude pre- 
cursei-s of more modern excellei-ce. The inhabitants are 
very proud of the square tower, which has been recently in- 
creased ID height, by. projectir^ stone turrets, whieh <h9ke it 
larger at top than at bottom. It is surmounted by a> lai^ 
bell which hangs on iron rods arCbing from the four corners; 

In front of this buildJng is tbo market place, decorated with 
a fountain^ proifosely covered whh ancient ra^Tbi^ scu)pitiii*es. 
The market people sit under triangles, cotisiiting^ ea<:h'of 
three poles uniting at the top, to one side of which is- at^ 
tached p piece of sail dotb, which theyshiftfrom side' to 
side as the sun advances. 

The cbarcb of tte Dominicans is* a: largife edifice itf iW 
form of {« capital T, and cotitains, attiong many others4 4.he' 
qnacb Venerated" works of'Guido of Sienna, painted in the^ 
year 1S21. They do credit to Ae early sdhool of Sienda,- 
and possess very natural heads, and vreU studied d^i^ieriesy 
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but the figures are formal, and of emaciated anatomy. In 
the same church is a painting by Giotto^ op a large* cross. 
The most distinguished artist of modern times (as Giotto was 
in his) woijd not condescend to occupy his pencil with such 
a dievice, but it is preserved with a twofold veneration. 

The Gallery and Academy of Fine Arts, contain a most 
curious and interesting collection of the works of the early 
painters, arranged according to the ages^ in which they, flou- 
rished. They consist §Llm6st entirely of small altar-pieces of 
stiff figures amid floods, of gold, but in many of ihe heads 
you find an extraordinary appearance of nature and careful 
finishing. 

Fronj Sienna to Barberino, where we slept, the road was 
yery fine over a country of delightful scenery, which conti- 
nued^ till we reached Florence, wirdingat last through pic- 
turesque mountains, and entering by a suburb, th^ extent, 
neatness and activity of which, indicated a more flourishing 
state of society, after leaving the dignity and dulness of Ronrie. 
Accqjstomed to the rags and patches of Naples and Rome, 
it was, plejasing to see the peasantry of Tuscany better clad, 
and more industrious; the country in the riiost perfect, state 
of .cultivation, and the habitations neat and commodious. It 
was full harvest time, and men and women were labouring 
in the %lds, in ni^arly equal numbers, apparently happy as 
they were cheerful. Their practice in reaping is to cut a 
handful of the wheat and immediately tie it up, before cut- ' 
ting another.. These little bundles are afterwards piled toge- 
ther in, Jong ridges reseml^lin^ corded wood, and then made 
upjnto l^rge stacks like hay, or put aWay into granaries.. 
Not only the young girls, but the old women, wear hats, ge- 
njerallypf black straw, which, in proportion as we approached 
Florence, became more and more, decorated . with ribands 
ap4 pS^t>3tch, feathers., * , 
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Florence^ July 7th. 

However slow uiay be the general movement of the Vet- 
turinoy on entering a city he appears desirous of showing 
off his skill, and rattles through the narrow streets so rapidly 
as scarcely to permit any thing to be distinctly seen. In 
this manner w^ passed the dark rustic n^ass of the Ducal re- 
sideocQy and, crossing a bridge of jewellers' shops, soon found 
ourselves deposited at a hotel overlooking the river^ — ^a small 
but rapid stream, raised and spread out by means of a dam 
at the lower end of the city. This broad sheet of water is 
crossed by four stone bridges, one of which is remarkable 
for its beauty and lightness, and one for its excrescences of 
irregular shops. A great portion of both sides of the river, 
consists of fine streets, the most airy, light, and elegant situ- 
ations in the city; but, in other parts, on both sides, the ill 
aspect of many towering and irregular masses of habitable 
stone, perforated with all sorts of holes for windows, rise out 
of the' water, and enable the occupants, with hook and line, 
or net, to practise the business or amusement of fishing. 
Men, too, are seen wading in the river up to the waist, pa- 
tiently bearing the burning sun, and its dazzling and em- 
browning reflection, and at long intervals, catching a few 
little fish, which are kept alive in huge calabashes of water 
hanging at their sides. The •drno here is^ a river without 
boats, except occasionally when one may be seen in the em- 
ployment of scooping up sand and gravel, to be unloaded on 
the adjoining street, by throwing it from stage to stage, over 
the high wall Which lines or forms the embankment of the 
river. For the little commerce carried on, tow liqats are 
used, which may he seen some distance below the last bridge 
and dam. 

Impatient to visit the far-famed Florentine gallery, I has- 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON ITAtY. 201 

tened to the great square Piazza Grandiaca, and glanced over 
its characteristic traits. An ancient castellated palace fiUed 
one corner, square and high; near it was an open portico, 
whose lofty arches, a shelter for dealers who frequent the 
square, Were Ornamented with the master works of John of^ 
Bdc^a, and Benvenuto Cellini; in front was a fountain, 
whose ample basin and centre are profusely arrayed with 
bronze and marble statuary; — b. colossal equestrian statue of 
bronze stood in the centre of the pkzza, and around its sides 
were a massive custom-house, a great post office shed, and 
various other buildings, all ugly, with the exception of Fenzi^ 
the banker's, and a few lodging houses. 
. Adjoining the old palace, reaching to the river, and form- 
ing three sides of a long open court or street, is a great build- 
ing, of which the lower arcades are Used as a Bazaar, the 
principal apartrnents for the mint and public offices, and the 
whole of the upper story, where the light is unobstructed, for 
a gallery of the fine arts. To this floor, you ascend by one 
hundred and twenty steps, the upper ffight of which, leading 
exclusively to the gallery, is especially handsome. You 
pass on the landing place a beautiful. Bacchus, and in two suc- 
cessive vestibules^ a number of statues, aiid busts of the foun- 
der, Lorenzo the MagniJieentyBXid those of the sovereigns 
who have since continued it. 

The gallery commences with one continuous cbrridor, lights 
ed from the court, extending round its three sides for eleven 
hundred feet Ilr contains a series of pictures, arranged by 
Vasari, to show the origin and progress of the arts in Italy, 
gradually advancing from the painters of the thirteenth, to 
those of the seventeenth century. Five hundred and thirfy 
little portraits of distinguished men, poorly paiiited, occupy 
the cornice; a row of statues on each side, at moderate dis- 
tances, divides your attention between the rival charms of 
the pencil and the chisel. The collection of statue? at Rome, 
in the Vatican and the Capitol, with many firdt rate and per- 
fect works, comprise a va;!t number of inferior merit, anfl in 
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mutilated fragment9;M;d)il8t this smaller coUection at Florence 
consists almost ontirely of the most select and beautifal ob- 
jects; with but few that are mutilated, and some very cele- 
brated. 

In one of these long corridors, a number of artists had 
their easels copying pictures, which they were permitted to 
have taken from the walls, and placed near them at the win- 
dows. An octagonal rootn, called the tribune, is an excep-. 
tion to this rule. It contains a few of the most esteefned 
statues and pictures, crowded into so small a compass, that 
only three or four artists are permitted to paint in it at a 
time, and none of the pictures are removed from the walls. 
But what is worse, the little windows that surround the cor- 
nice, afford an imperfect or injurious light upon most of the 
objects. 

The tribune is said to contain nothing but the most e&- 
teemied master pieces. This is true in regard to the statues 
of thfe Venus o/Mediciiy the Dancing Faunj tfie ¥oung 
Jipoilo^ and the Boxers; and so it is in regard to Andrea 
del Sarto's well coloured picture of the Mizdonna^ with St. 
Francis w^A St. t/f>An> and the bright andr exquisitely co- 
loured Ventis^ by Titian. The name of Raphael generally 
calories fascination with it, and those who enter with a de- 
termination to be charmed with every thing that bears his 
namib, are prepared to cry out in raptures at his exquisitely 
finished portrait of the Fornarina^ althou^ it represents an 
ugly and vu%ar woman, without any charm^of cdcfuring^ 

Before this picture was deprived, by cleanii^, of its sunny 
hue, it was ascribed to Giorgione^ till Mr« Smith, an old Ame^ 
rican artist, still resident hiere, assigned it, with the consent 
of the connoisseur^, to Raphael. It bears the date of l^l:^. 
I Its fine colour and high finish^, (as I saw it in Paris twenty 
years ago) gave it a reputation which it never could have ob^ 
tained from its contracted forehead, heavy eyes, pointed jaW, 
and large unarticulated neck. The eyes and mouth are nbt 
parallel, and the nose, which, between the eyes is high and 
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sqimre Mke marUe^ u ftetttened on one ude, and seems to pro- 
ject not more tiian a quarter of an inch beyond the upper 
lip. The badly designed folds of the sleeve do not accord 
with those around &e bosom, and a wreath of real gold on 
the hair and string of gold on the neck, are without lights 
and shadows. The mpath alone is beautifully painted; the 
head is in a great but masculine style; and the fur is exqui- 
sitely finished* Let the unprejudiced observer judge how 
correct are these, criticisms^ before be becomes a slave to 
popular pr^udice. To praise this picture more is injurious 
to &e prepress of truth and art. 

The Two Holy ffamilita^ by Raphael, are in the hard 
manner; of his master, and certainly would not be much ad- 
mired under any other name, though one of the faces is of a 
beautiful form, hi^ Si^ John sits out of balance, and his 
' strongly defined muscles, for ar youth, are of a disagreeably 
tan colour. . Corregio^ little Madohnat notwithstanding 
her afifectation, is beautiful. ,As for. the Holy Family^ as^ 
cribed to Michael Angelo, few artists believe the hard drawn, 
flati unmeaning thing to be at all worthy of him. 

The Magdalen^ by Carlo JOolce^ which is in. the hall of 
Barocchio^ di^rs firom the Fornarinat in having sufficient 
jaw abd projection of nose; but the eyes roll out of sockets 
too low in reference to the brows and cheek-bones, and the 
forehead .projects disagreeably^ Tiie neck is well articulated, 
but all the shadows of the skin are too leaden. The pearls 
and drqipery are fine; .and in his picture of St. Oalla Pkh 
cida^ nothing can be more exquisite than the right hand which 
holds the cross, as well as the jeweky, and the hook at the 
bottom of the picture; but the head, hair, and neck, are 
wretchedly bad. The best thing I have seen by Carlo Dolce^— 
for I can only admire the nose in his Head of Poetry^ in 
the Corsini palace — \si a picture in the Pitti palace, Saint 
Peter about to be crucified, in which the colouring, exe- 
cution, and expression, are exquisitely beautiful; particularly 
of the fine group at the right bind of the picture. Admi* 
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ration too often grows out of the wonder excited by the 
highly finished laboars of Carlo Dolce, but they are seldom 
admired by artists, unless they are well paid for copying 
them. 

This gallery is open to all those who choose to enter it, 
prince or peasant, every day except Sundays and holidays, at 
nine o'clock, and closed at three. But at eleren, one of the 
keepers unlocks a numerous succession of apartments adjoin* 
ing these corridors, and containing Etruscan vases, and other 
pottery, Grecian,Roman« and Egyptian statues and antiquities; 
and, arranged in distinct classes, specimens of the French, Fle- 
mish, Dutch, Italian, Tuscan, and Venetian schools of paint- 
ing; and tw«> rooms filled with the portraits of artists, all 
painted by themselves, of various sizes, often with the hands 
and other accompaniments. Many of these pictures are ex- 
cellient^ curious and interesting, but they are crowded into ill 
lighted rooms* In the range ojf these apartments, the visiter 
is taken into oki^ which contains a collection of the most 
precious gems and stones, ^wrought into the most beautiful 
forms, and enriched with the most exquisite sculpture, both 
on the stones and their mountings of gold and silver, by Ben- 
venuto Cellini and other eelebrated artidts. The eye is de- 
lighted, and the mind astonished with the Variety, ^i^e, beau- 
ty and workmanship of these objects, which are displayed 
in a sinail apartment of tiie utmost beauty, ornamented with 
colunms of alabaster and verd antique. 

The first survey of this magnificent collection occupied 
me during five hours; a greater length of time, than it is judi- 
cious to. bestow at once, as the mind becomes fatigued and 
incapable of correct judgment, and dull to the enjoyment - 

As three o'clock closes the gallery and allows the varioqs 
keepers the liberty of escaping to their dinners^ and no pub- 
lic institutions are open at that hour, the stranger is disposed 
to fill up his time by looking at what may be seen out of 
doors. Returning into the great square, it is worth while to 
stop imd examine more at leisure some of the statbes which 
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distioguidi it, perhaps above all other places. The Statue 
0f DaiAd^ though really done by Michael Angelo, was a 
youthful productibD, and exhibits none of his characteristic 
greatness. The bronze statue of Perseus holding out tht 
head of the Medusa^ whose limbs hang over the pedestal, 
is the master work of the hot-brained Benvenuto Cellini. 
The pedestal, besides its bronze basso relievo, is covered 
with a profusion of rainute work, evincing his professional 
taflte as a Florentine goldsmith. The colossal group, in 
marble, of the Sape of the Sabinea^ by Jolm of Bologna, 
deserves the praise it receives as the master piece of that 
esteemed artist, although it is disfigured by dirt The foun- 
tain is decorated with a number of bronze figures, by the 
same artist; by whom also is the colossal equestrian bronze 
Statue of Cosmo^ in the centre of the place. These ob- 
jects of fine art are daily seen without, emotion by the greater 
part of the people who pass or frequent this place, occupied 
with bales of goods near the custom-house; bargaining for 
straw hats or horses; surrounding a foolish bufibon, or set of 
dancing dogs ; gaping at an eloquent quack doctor, who pro- 
claims his skiH from the seat of his^< carriage ; or witnessing 
the dexterity of a dentist, who, on horseback, draws teeth by 
way of advertisement for the information of customers who 
cannot read the gazette. 

This piazza is the greatest thoroughfare of Florence, lead*> 
ing, on one side, to the river and bridges, and on the other, 
to the ample space which surrounds the tathedral or duomo. 
Narrow as are the streets in this thoroughfare, they are lined 
with shops of all kinds, and, being well -paved and clean, are 
frequented by all classes of citizens. 

The streetsi are paved with broad - flat stones, in some 
places regularly squared, and placed obliquely froqfi* the^ cen- 
tre; but in general consisting of stones of all sizes from one 
to five feet in length, and of every shape that accident can 
offer, only cut at the edges into an^s. A Chinese, accus- 
tomed to- be amused with his box of triangles, would be de- 
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lif^ited in tracing Out the endless variety of figures M^hidi 
tiie geometrical paviours of Florence have effected in tbeHr 
streets. Those of Pompeii, and the ancient Roman roads, 
though composed of irregular stones, present a very di£^nt 
aspect, consisting of st<»ies of nearly one size. 

The streets are kept remarkably clean, both by the resi- 
dents sweeping before their own houses, and by men who 
may be seen going about every day with a brush in one hand, 
and a shovel in the other. It is amusing to see a man in this 
compendious manner dragging his car, with botti arms em- 
ployed in gathering up the dirt, without stoppings and dexte^ 
rously tJbrowing it into his basket without looking back; yet 
carefully separating into.difierent.baskets the old. shoes and 
rubbish from the more precious manure, which goes, to ea- 
rich the gardens in the. vicinity. 

The houses, with, eaves projecting two and three yards, 
are generally good substantial looking buildings, but less or- 
namented with sculpture and stucco than those of Ronu^ 
The public buildings are more reqiarkable for massive strengtbf 
than architectural beauty; looking more like fortresses iiian 
palaces, and. black with smoke and time a^cting on a stone 
which is naturally daik. External. appearances seem to be 
less regarded, but 4lie internal economy is'much more com- 
mendable Uian at Rome, where comfort cannot always be 
purchased* 

.Florence is supplied with numerous fountains, many of 
them of .elegant sculpture; but, amidst abundanq^ qf orna- 
mental bronze and marble, you can scarcely pj^reeive the 
slender stream that issues from them, it^ quantity merely 
sufficient for use, but not for beauty^ except in the gardens 
of the ^nd duke. The most splendid fountain, before 
mentioned, though ornamented with a colossal iV^^jun^ and 
eleven bronze figures, throws out a doz^i or -twenty little 
streams^ each not larger than a goose quill. 

The co^be-houses are fitted up in a better style than at 
Rome, well served both with co&e and ices^ and at a small 
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charge^ 210 that they are mueh frequented. At Rome th^ 
use dirty spow, whieh is brought in eompact masses from 
the distant mountains; whereas, here, they have abundance 
of clean ice, and you are supplied with cool wat^, a hixu- 
ry seldom to be enjoyed at Romeythough the water is more 
pure and abundant The stranger who visits Floi^ence, and 
spends much of his time in the coffee-houses, is confirmed 
in the idea that this is the region of flowers; for those places 
are not merely frequented, but beset with men who carry 
baskets filled the most gay and odoriferous flowers, which 
are offered not only to the ladies, but are presented, bunch 
after bunch, widi the most perseyeriDg assiduity, to gentle- 
men who are sipping their coffee, eating their ice creams, 
or reading the papers. Their gay .appearance and th^ agree- 
able odour wliich they diffuse ^re' a sufficient recompense 
for the intrusion of thes6 petty merchants, who are less ob*^ 
noxious than a still more numerous dasis who pester' you 
with knives, razors, and combs; linens, silks, and 'cloths; 
erayais, sbai^lsj and rugs; alabaster carvings, and every 
thing that can be carried about by hand, which they perse- 
cute you to buy in spite of your no, no, which means no- 
thing to them. Experienced Italians send off the dirty fel- 
lows witha *f euro mio,^^^--^* no, my dear, I am not in want 
of it" , 

The palace of the grand duke, called the Palazzo Pitti^ 
18 situated on the other side of ibe river, on the edge of a 
considerable hill, the sides and undulations of which'are laid 
out in most extenriv^ and ddightful ^rdens and walks, which 
ate ornamented with fountains and a multitude -of statues. 
The dark brown front of the palace looks like an immense 
prison, being built in the^rustic or Tuscan style, in great bosses 
of roughly broken stone. A central archway opens into the 
court which consists of brighter stone, but in a singular massive 
style. Here a livery servant, with his long gold-headed cane 
of office, met and conducted us up the great stair-case into 
a large hall, where a number of persons, rich and poor, were 
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waiting to transact business with the grand duke, vrho is said 
to be an excellent man, and very accessible. We were con- 
ducted through a long series of rooms for private use, to one 
. of an octagonal shape, in the centre of which stands Oanp- 
va*s celebrated Statue of Fenus coming from the bath, 
whose beauties are multiplied by several mirrors into endless 
perspectives. Through saloons, cabinets, and bed-rooms, fur- 
nished in the richest style, we retraced our steps, finding no 
other object to see-«-an evidence how much this modern 
work of art is esteemed. 

Then commenced another series of chambers or halls, the 
lofiy ceilings of which, above magnificent cornices of gold, 
were painted by Ltu:a CriordanOj Sabatelli^ and others; and 
the walls covered with a vast collection of pictures, by the 
old masters, of great value and beaufy, before several of which 
artists were occupied in making copies^* Here is the far- 
famed Madonna delfa iSs^^o/ia of Raphael, the last picture 
reluctantly restored by the Frent^h on the dissolution of Na^ 
pqleon'a Gallery.. Andrea del Sarto, whose pictures in 
Rome look black and gloomy, h^re appears in splendid co- 
lour, for he was a native of Florence, and executed, his 
))est works for the Medici family and various churchy. . 

The splendid Judith and the miracle of 2%e droumed 
Youths by Christopher AUori, and the JScce Homo^ by Ci- 
goli, prove that Florence possessed two masters in colouring 
whose names are scarcely known elsewhere. Here, too, the 
Conspiracy of Catiline^ and great battle-pieces and land- 
scapes, 9how the master-'genius of Salvator Rosa: Rubens, 
Titian, Vandyke, PaulVeronessej Guidd Reni,'Fra Barto- 
lomeo, and a long succession of great names whose works en- 
tirely cover the walls of about twenty rooms, justify the 
traveller in the conclusion that this is the richest gallery 
of pictures in the world. During six months that 1 was oc- 
cupied in copying ther^, I had opportunities of hearing this 
judgment pronounced by travelers of all nations. 

In a small room we were shown eight pictures, executed 
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in fhe kind of mosaic which is peculiar to Florence ; being 
composed of sections of stones, selected for their tints and 
shades, appropriating the accidental stains, splotches and 
veins of all kinds of agates^ jaspers, and precious stones, as the 
materiab for representing colours, lines, lights and shadows, 
in the composition of pictures; comprising groups of figures, 
furniture, buildings, &c. which have been wrought with great 
taste, skill, and patience; but with materials so rare and cost- 
ly, selections so tedious, and execution so elaborate, that they 
are placed beyond the reach of ordinary purchasers. The 
greater number, and probably the very best, have been exe- 
cuted for the rich princes of Tuscany. Besides these pic- 
tures, there are many large tables, in the various rooms, of this 
palace, representing shells, flowers, and arabesques, executed 
in this style, enriched with lapis lazuli^ rubies,^ emoaralds, 
and other precious stones— *all ground to one level, highly po* 
lished, and supported by sculptured brass. One of these ta- 
bles is in the National Gallery ^^ which occupied twenty men 
during sixteen years in making, and cost eighty thousand dol- 
lars, exclusive of the materials, the value of which cannot be 
estimated. 

Although this is distant frcMn the old palace, which is on 
the opposite side of the river, the two are connected by a co- 
vered gallery, which you may trace along the quay and over 
the bridge above the shops; whence it proceeds unseen amidst 
the houses until it reaches the ducal residence. 

The Boboli Gardens^ back of the palace, are open to the 
public every Sunday and Thursday, and are extensive enough 
to accommodate the whole population of Florence, though 
but a sn^U proportion seem disposed to enjoy the privilege, 
preferring the concentrated passages of the city, where they 
can make a more effective exhibition of themselves. No 
part of these walks possesses the charm of scenery which is 
produced by the picturesque manner of laying out the grounds 
in England; but they are so extensive, comprise such noble 
avenues of aged cypress and hemlock, terminating in grand 
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perspectiyes of fountains and statues, and command such i 
delightful view of Florence and its neighbourhood, sprinkled 
with villas, and the rich level valley of the Amo bounded bj 
distant blue mpountains, among which the sun is often seen to 
set in all its golden glory, that they are much resorted to by 
artists and persons of taste, who rejoice in their vicinity and 
del^t in their solitudes. A part of the grounds is devoted 
to extensive and well arranged botanic gardens and green- 
bouses connected with the Museum of Natural History. 

The entrance to the Museum of Natural History is not 
fiir from Ae royal palace, and has nothing striking in its exr 
terior^ as it seems to be a variety of old houses gradually im- 
proved'into commodious and well-lighted chambers and gal- 
leries, most of which have excellent skylights. 

The firsl rooms into which you enter exhibit a complete sys- 
tem of human anatomy, of the natural size, executed in wax. 
Most of these models of anatomical preparations are of the 
greatest perfection, in scientific knowledge and accuracy of 
imitation, showing every tone, muscle, tendon, artery, vein, 
nerve", and organ, separately and collectively, up to the whole 
form; of which there are six entire figures. One of these, 
exhibiting tiie external muscles, veins, arteries, and nerves, 
is an object of the most extraordinary beauty and perfection; 
not only by reason of its anatomical accuracy, but the exqui- 
site proportion of its parts, and the isublimity and grace of its 
posture, appearing as if it were a living man, divested of his 
skin and fat, and enabled by the Divine Power to display, 
with consciousness of knowledge, the wonders of his own 
conformation; the ease and grace of his posture banishing all 
idea of pain in the object, and.exciting no disgust in the be- 
holder. He reclines on a purple silk mattress, with drapery 
of 'white silk and gauze, beneath a case of laige sheets of 
glass. 

In adjoining rooms, which are opened to such as request 
it, are several female figures which exhibit the mysteries of 
th6 human developement down to the period of birth. A 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON ITALY. 211 

aeries of preparations likewise show the anatomy of other 
animals, the calf, fishes, &C.9 and especially the common 
fowl, with the whole progress of the egg, into the perfect 
chicken. 

Another department contains birds of all nations in glass 
cases, the small ones, besides, being in bell glasses, have 
their nests^ and eggs in drawers in front of each. There 
are well arranged collections . of fishes, snakes, lizards, 
shells, corals, seeds; fruit preserved in spirits, represented 
in wax and in painting, flowers in wax, mushrooms, woods, 
and an extensive and elegant collection of minerals; qome 
Indian and African curiosities; one room of quadrupeds; 
and in two others below stairs, not always shown, the ele- 
phant, hippopotamus, camel, zebra, lion, &c. 

From the descriptions which I had read, I expected to 
find the wax works representing the plague which depopu- 
lated Florence, large and anatomically correct. On the con- 
trary, they are in three small boxes, each with a sheet of 
glass in front, and containing figures only a few inches 
long, arranged in gvoups to produce the efiect of pictures, 
and expressly calculated to excite horror in the imagina- 
tion rather than to represent truth. It is a disgusting ex- 
aggeration, the toy of a defnon and a gossip's tale, in 
comparison with the magnificent exhibition of the Human 
anatomy in the adjoining rooms. 

The back door of the Cabinet 0/ Natural History opens 

. into the Botanic Garden, which is beautifully located on 

the side of a hill, affording every variety of situation for the 

plants, shrubs, and trees of every country; and embellished 

by terraces, statuary, and fountains. 

The grbat Cathedral or Duomo is a heavy and enormous 
mass of building, composed of alternate layers of black and 
white marble, enriched with a profusion of curious and fine 
Gothic work around the doors, windows, and cornices. 
The Church of St. Peter's, at Rome is not merely larger, 
but infinitely more elegant; but it is of later construction. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



21 S NOTES ON ITALY. 

This of Florence, when it was finished two hundred and 
thirty years ago, stood uorivalied for magnitude and exter* 
nal magnificence: with the exception of the front, which, 
like most of the churches in this city, remains unfinished. 
The interior, without good pictures, citatues, or monuments, 
is heary, dark, and uninteresting. The white-washed Walls 
and dark stone pilasters, contrasting badly with the rich 
windows of coloured glass. At the celebraftion of high 
masses, the organ and band of musicians, high on one of 
the octangular sides, produce a mighty but unmusical noise^ 
owing to irregular reverberations* 

Near it stands the Belfry j called the gem of architec- 
turie, designed by Giotto the painter. It is forty-eight feet 
square, and two hundred and serenty-six feet high; as large 
at top as at bottom, biiilt of variously coloured marble^, 
and exquisitely ornamented to the very top, where the 
marble> remaining clear, shows its beauty. 

Opposite the Cathedral is the Antient baptistery of Si. 
John, an ugly, octagonal building, five hundred and thirty^ 
six years old, of black and white marble. It is ornamented 
«n tiiree sides, with brQUze statues; and three pairs of mag- 
nificent sculptured bronze doors; of which the central pair, 
by Okibertif is so beautiful, that Michael Angeb s&id they 
were worthy to be the gates of paradise. In panels about 
three feet square, the sculptured histories are represented 
by figureirt, some of which project in full relief from the 
base. They have been modelled with much spirit and cha- 
meter; but, being generally covered with dust, are seen to 
less advantage than' the plaster of Paris copies which are 
preserved in the Academy of drawing. These doors, weigh* 
iBg» probably with the casings, thirty-four thousand pounds, 
cost forty-six thousand two hundred dollars. The interior 
is ornamented with ancient mosaics of no beauty, and poor 
statues in stueco, except one in marble of St. John^ above 
the baptismal font, at which all the children are baptized 
and registered. 
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Near this spot commen<!es a series of little streets^ ex- 
tending in all directions, which are used a% market places; 
many of the houses serving permanently as market sbops^ 
and the streets are lined on both sides with little stalls and 
baskets, for the sale of every thing that can be eaten. These 
streets, convenient as they may be at an early hour of the 
day, yet are always wet arid muddy; and exhibit towards 
noon, 'a scen^ of garbage and filth equally offensive to both 
capital senses, and tending to prejudice the purchaser against 
such articles as remain unsold. Yet in the same neighbour- 
hood, there stands a noble market house, whose lofty roof, 
around and within, is supported by«tone columns, which 
WQuld afford an airy accommodation to a great number of 
food mongers; but it is occupied by venders of crockery and 
WQoden ware. Here may be purchased, neatly tied up in 
flmall bundles^ the straw prepared for making bonnets, 
which females, every where, even in the streets, are plait<- 
ing and sewing into form. Every Friday the hats are 
brought here for s£(Ie, and especially Good Friday, the 
place is thronged with country people, with their hands 
full of hats. 

The Church af Santa Croce is a vast, unfinished build- 
ing, and considered. as the Westminster Abbey of Florence, 
from it9 possessing the tombs of a few distinguished men. 
Although it was designed to ornament a large square or 
piazza, its whole front remains a rude mass of unfashioned 
brick, which it was intended to incrust with black and 
white marble. The interior is a plain hall, with timber 
ceiling of great height. As you enter, the distant altar of 
golden tabernacles, th^ pilasters and arches, rising in front 
of a lofty recess, filled with carvings and paintings, and 
lighted by tall windows of coloured glass, produce <a singu- 
larly rich effect, anc[' «how the superior style of magnifi- 
cence in which it was intended to have completed the edi- 
fice. Many other windows on the froat and sides are of 
coloured glass of the richest hues, executed to represent 
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scripture scenes. But they shine on plaster walls, unfi- 
nished pilasters, and a rough pavement of brick embedded 
with marble monumental slabs. The church is full of cu* 
rious old chapels and altars, painting and statuary; but the 
objects which chiefly attract visiters, are the monuments 
which cover the mortal remains of Michael Angelo, Gali- 
leo, Alfleri, and others. A monument to Dante, paid for 
by subscription, is now erecting. That of Angelo, beneath 
his bust, shows the honorary tribute of three sculptors, by 
means of figures, sitting on the edge of the pedestal, which 
represent painting, sculpture, and architecture: The other 
monuments possess little interest, and the one by Canova to 
the memory of Alfieri, is a specimen of his. early, stiff and 
formal manner. . Connected with the church are extensive 
buildings and courts of' the Monastery of St Croce. . I 
ranged through the silent cloisters, containing some curious 
old carvings, but no paintings — entered an open door, which 
led into a great corridor, flanked on both sides like a hos- 
pital, with doors opening into the cells of the monks, not 
one of whom was seen gliding through the twilight gloom — 
and felt no disposition to linger amid such solitude. 

The piazza is ornamented with a fountain, and the cen- 
tral enclosure accommodated with a vast circuit of stone 
benches. On certain holi^lays, it is the fashion, to drive 
round this square. Fronting this place is a house, which 
being in the year 1619 the residence of the chief of- the 
academy of painting, was covered over its whole front with 
fresco paintings, done by seven of the best artidts of the 
time, and sixteen of their pupils. Though faded and da- 
maged, they still exhibit some excellent work, consisting 
of distinct pictures between, above and below, all the win- 
dows. Many other houses in Florence show the faded re- 
mains of this species of decoration, which was adopted soon 
after the introduction of the arts from Greece. At one 
corner of this piazza, I remarked the name of Via del JH- 
luvia^ and a horizontal line abo^t twelve feet above the 
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ground,' with an inscription stating that on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, 1557, the water had risen to that height; by which 
the greater part of Florence mast have been inundated. 

The streets in this part of the city are generally straight, 
but narrow and ill-built; presenting irr^ular masses of rough 
plastered brick work, without any architeotural character, 
and not at all calculated to confirm the reputation which 
Florence has obtained as the ^^ Beautiful.^' This title, in- 
deed is entirely owing to the beautiful appearance of the 
ne^hbouring hills and country seats, and the interior splen- 
dour of her palaceisi and gallaries of pictures. 

In Teturmng towards tile Duomo, my attention was arrest* 
ed by an old dark wall, about forty feet high, forming an en- 
tire square, with a curious little entrance in the centre of one 
side; this was a doorway of massive, dark, and greasy stone, 
about four feet high, and only wide enough for one person 
at a time, stooping, to enter; a melancholy Bust of Christ 
is 49n one side, and a dolorous Bust of the Virgin on the 
other, with the inscription oportet misereri. It is now a 
prison for the confinement of wretched debtors, but in the 
time of the republic, the inhabitants of a neighbouring cas* 
tie, having rebelled, were all confined within these. walls; 
and as they entered, beii^ compelled to stoop, received on 
their backs the humiliating blows of a guard. 

Near these walls is a strong, dark, iron coloured prison, 
which was formerly the castle and residence of the eight go- 
vernors of Florence. The walls of the building within the 
court, are oddly covered with the coats of arms of successive 
governors, cut in stone, and fastened up with irons for the 
gratification of heraldic anti(}uarians. 

I had heard that there was a fine organ in the Church of 
San SpiritOi which discoursed eloquent music every Sunday 
morning. With this expectation I entered that edifice, which, 
for its architecture, is considered one of the finest in Flo- 
rence. During the performance of high mass, the organ, 
struck by a vigorous hand, was sending forth loud peals, and 
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thundering sounds, which rolled and reverberated among 
the vaulted aisles and cupolas. The organ evidently was 
good, and its situation in the church favourable for the length- 
ened propagation of its tones; but the performer struck the 
keys with a rapidity which may be necessary on the forte* 
piano, to produce a continuity of sound, but is totally incon* 
sistent with the steady utterance of the organ, when its keys 
are pressed by fingers instructed in the nature of its breath* 
log chords. It was the ordinary style of rapid and noisy 
fingering which it was my misfortune to hear so generally in 
Italy, but the enchanting strains of the heavenly Miserere^ 
in St. Peter's at Rome, bad taught me that there was better 
music sometimes practised, and I patiently waited the change. 
I amused myself in examining the granite columns whieh 
support the numerous arches of the vaulted aisles; the im- 
mense height of the nave; the brilliant draperies of the 
humble apostles on the painted glass; the richly carved ca- 
nopy of the high altar; the copy of Buonarotti's Mother 
ahd Christy from St. Peter's, lamenting the wretched taste 
which could spoil the simplicity of this beautiful work, by 
crowning the virgin with glilterii^ silver, and hanging around 
her neck a quantity of beads and silver hearts. Meanwhile, 
the number of expecting amateurs had Increased, and at the 
el^ation of the host, we were gratified by a most enchant- 
ing strain, from another and more feeling hand; combining 
the speaking tones of the vox humana, the hautboy, clarion 
net, and trumpet stops, in extraordinary perfection; their 
fine, deep, and varying pulsations, agitated the bosom with 
the most delightful sensations. 

In the church of the Carmine^ it is not difficult to pass 
the numerous dingy altar-pieces which line its sides, to reach 
a remote comer, where there are prieserved two fresco paint- 
ings by Massacio. The heads in this picture, of five hun- 
dred years preservation, show great truth both of character 
and of colouring; but little skill or knowledge is to be dis- 
covered in the drawing and arrangehient of the figures. 
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-*Iliejr are .venerated as the ekrlj efforts of the art; but it is 
too common to praise them and study from them^as if nd- 
tbiflg better teid been done since. • 

The grand duke is said to be the richest sovereign in £u- 
rope^ and yet he is contented to increase his revenues hy the 
disgraceful operation of a lottery^ which draws every thref 
months. As this occurs directly under the windows of the 
National Gallery, I could not but remaric the pomp and ce- 
remonies which were employed to give Importance to the 
transaction. Preparations had been several days making, in 
erecting a temporary balcony, decorated with paintings of 
figures' and draperies. At noon, a great concourse of people 
had assembled in Uie place, military guards formed a semi- 
circle atound the throne, a band of musicians struck up a 
lively air, and the judges took their seats, the principal 
clothed jn atich robe of- yellow and red. Clerks on ^ each 
side presented and eSLbibited the nui!nbers as they were put 
into the wheel by two little boys, gaily dres$ed in white with' 
to antique frock of scarlet, which gave them the appearance 
of royal pa^es. fhe five^ important tickets wiredrawn by"* 
one of the littler p^ges, blindfolded, di^tof an oval veissel of 
wire work, which waa made to rfevolve by crajikfr with an 
eccentric motion. The people received the communication 
of each drawn number with acclattiations, and the band per- 
formed a lively tune. As soon as the five numbers were 
drawn, which settled the hopes and fears of so many idle ad- 
venturers, the whole-multitude, whose faces had been direct- 
ed towards theimportaht tribunal, in an instant turned round 
and quietly dispersed. In a few hours the whole scenery 
was removed, to be replaced after another three months. 

The- church o{ ,Sfan Lorenzo f, whose rough unfinished 
front of ragged, brick is most uninviting,' is. a lai^e, venerable, 
and privileged church, well filled with ceremonious offi- 
cers. The sacristy, though of a plain and barren architec- 
ti]re,.is highly interesting, as containing several of the works 
of Michael Angelo. At opposite side^ of the chamber are 
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two moouinentB, one to .Guilielmo de Medic j, and fhe other 
to Lorenzo de Medici; each represented by a noble statue 
seated, and in correct costume, displaying th^ dignity, grace, 
and nature,, for which Buonarotti was so justly cc^lebrated. 
Below these statues lie great colossal figures, intended to re- 
present JDaj/ and iW^A/, without repose in one or brillianqr 
in the other; Day-break and Ttvilight, which are indeed 
dimiy seen, are unfinished, and though displaying bold out- 
lines and vigorous execution, not calciilated to add any thing 
to the reputation of their author. In frpnt of a. third side 
of the room^ seated on a pedestal, is a colossal figure of the 
Madonna and Child^ blocked out in a Tdugh. way,- but de- 
signed with such* simplicity, grace and dignity, as to justify 
the belief that it was intended to have been his master piece. 
The sprawling and c6n;imon place figures, attached to the 
two beautiful statues of the Medici, had scarcely any power 
to arrest my attention, 6nly as they were really frofic) the 
hands of &egres^ sculptor; but this unfinished Mother a^ 
the Saints and the Infant Saviour^ it was impossible lo 
gaze npon, without continual exclamations of admiration. 

With some difficulty having foujpd the custode^ I obtained 
entrance into the unfinished OAo/je/ of the Princes, which 
it is intended to open into' the body of the church behind 
the great altar^ It is* a lai^e octagonal edifice^ begun two 
hundred and twenty-sir y^ars ago, and only now advancing 
'to a finish. It is lined with dark, rich marbles, and precious 
stones, exquisitely wrought^ but producing. a melancholy. im- 
pre8sipn,in ac<:tordance with the heavy sepulchral decorations 
to the memory of its founder, Ferdinand I., and his suc- 
cessors. At .present it has only a rough brick pavement, 
upon which is erected a scaffolding, reaching to t}le lofty 
dome, ilearly two hundred feet high, which Benvenuti is now 
engaged in painting, al fresco, from subjects in the old and 
hew testaments, in figured twenty feet in height. This scaf- 
Iblding is a beautiful piece of work, consisting of a great 
central column, composed of numisrotis timbetd, booiid loge-^ 
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Iher like an immense mast braced fr6m the bottom, and 
brancfaing* out to the top, where it supports, a substantial 
flooring across the entire base of the dome. To this exalted 
station the artist ascends in a box like a watchman's, moving 
between two upri^t series of timbers^ and raised by a wind- 
lass and strong ropes. It requires, three minutes to As- 
cend and two to descendw Benv^iuti is to receirei from 
the grand duke forty thousand dollars, exclusive' of the sca^ 
fold, which cost severial thousand dollars. 

On the feast of San Lorenzo the streets appeared to be un-^ 
iisuatlj tluronged, and as evening approached, the tide of po<* 
pitlation moved towards a long street which led from one of 
the city gates to^the church of San Lorenzo. This str^t 
was gaily hung out with silk drapery from the* windows, as 
is customary for holy processions; but now it was' in antici- 
pation of a favourite race, of horses without riders, and 
decked with fire trackers and i)alls with points to spur them 
on. The race itself was but a mbm^ntary^ excitement, as 
.^ poor ilMocdcing horses passed rapidly down the- opening 
made for them by the peopte who crbwded the street, whoop- 
ing and waving their handkerchief as they passed. The 
most interesting part of the spectacle consisted in the vastad^ 
semblage of people, all dressed in their hoUday suits. There 
was no appearance of gay and singular tostume, as at Rome, 
but the greatest neatness and, propriety, derived from the 
Parisian modes. A little before the. race commenced, for 
about half an hour, those wbo were in cartiag^ moved 
regulafly up and down the street, to exhibit .themselves, ex- 
change salutations, and to see the concourse. There is much 
less of female beauty here than at Rome, and for the first 
time, Ifeaw some agreeable deviations frc^m the prevailing 
moon faces and square jaws, botib^ a^mo^gst tb^ middling 
classes in the streets, and those who filled the carriages and 
windows. 

But the English are permitted to treat themselves and the 
ItaKans with a show of true English horse racing, which takes 
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place dear the city oq a beautiful green lawn ; and, &oa^ 
got up entirely by the English, the grand duke^s horse guards 
are stationed aH around the grounds, not only to preserve or* 
der, biit to give- importance to the entertainment Besides 
the iiisplay of choice horses which were to run, it offers an 
opportunity for seeing iall the fine horses of Florence, as well 
as their owners. An 'elevated stage, on the green, contained 
a brilliant concentration oT English ladies, besides those who 
lined the road in open carriages ; and, to complete theshow, 
the family of the grand duke and that of the king of Naples, 
in six splendid carriages, each withsis horses; took their sta- 
thms near the goal. The" performance of the horse? and 
their gaily drest jockey riders, was such as iOi give greiait sa- 
tisfaction to the connoisseurs ; and the whole scene was an 
animated display of movement and fs^hion, surrounded by 
princely groves, and under the influenceof a mild and bright 
sky. 

3esides the theatres which are in the city, there is a ten^ 
porary circus without. the walls, where horsemanship and 
feats of strength and agilit}^ are occasionally shown. It 13 
open to the weather^ but in the fine season -there is little .dan- 
ger of a shower. ^ The order and deooniia observed in the«e, 
and all oilier popular places 6f meeting, is retnai^able, and 
highly honourable to the^emp^r and habits of the people; 
they applaud with great vivacity, but seldom express any dis- 
approbation, except by inattention or talking. ' At the break- 
ing up of any meeting, the people quietly disper^, although 
they are always rieady to collect in crowds upon the ismallest 
excitement which occurs in the streets, whether from an ac- 
cident, a juggler, or a mountebank. 

In the publio square it is comnlod, once -or twice aVedc, 
to "see a quac^ doctor, seated in his chaise or gig, haranguing 
the crowd, with the mostjmpassioned language. and gestures: 
atone corner of his carriage is a banner consisting of a hideous 
portrait of an old monk, from whom be professes to have 
learned his precious secrets in the healing art; occasionally he 
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displvjs a b6pk of botanical engraviogs, gaily coloured, to show 
his kno'vvledge af nature, and. his reliance on the bounty of 
Providence, invoking frequently the name of the Blessed Vir- 
gin-, and reverently taking off his hat, in which he is iai,itated 
by the faithful ^ound him. , At the end of his discourse be 
produces his medicines; which are eagerly bought by the cre« 
duloqs. . 

. Occasionally, too^ a dentist appears, on horseliiack, with an 
attendant, likewise on horseback, who, in a similar manner, 
but with an eloquence more voluble, and language more re- 
fined, expatiates on his well known skill and experience ; and 
then, to suit lus action to the word, proceeds to draw the 
teeth gratuitously of any that may present theipsdves. at the 
left sidie of his horse, to t^e amount of fiv6 or sit; It is sur- 
prising with what dexterity he performs the act, without 
moving from his saddl^e. Afterward^ if any one wants the 
assistance of the accomplished dentist, he, must be sought at* 
bis lodgings. » 

Every Friday a great number of peasants assemble in the 
public square, which then resembles a rustic exchange, and 
.also at the mercato nuovoy each country man with twp, 
three, or half a dozen undressed hatsv besides straw in little 
bundles, prepared for plaiting, which is sold to the citizenis, 
who work them in their private lodgings, and even as they 
walk the streets. > I have seen poor woinen and their children 
industriously plying their fingers at this work, whilst th^ were 
gratifying their taste with, the spectacle of the horse races. 

Yet there are many poor .persons in Florence who prefer 
'begging to plaiting straw; and. a certain class, of blind or 
lame, are licensed by the government, and wear a stamped 
medal badge* Upon this authority they make, their ap- 
proaches and demands with great assurai&ce, which, however, 
is calculated to defeat their purpose, at least with strangers, 
who are not accustomed to such a peremptory imposition. 
Every blind or lame be^r, however sturdy^ his frame,, or 
sufficient his voice, acts by an associate, wh« shares in the 
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profits of the business ; and these jigents, whoace of sound 
and .active limbi as well as of observant eye, thus audiorized 
by the grand duke, and encouraged by a religion that sancti* 
fies beggary, thrust out their brawny arms across the passen? 
ger, as if to compel Um to purchase a. free passage by drop- 
ping something into the il?n box which is rkttled before him. 
On particular festivals they collect in great numbers in the 
frequented passages; where they affect &e greatest misety, 
and utter the most horrible moans. But, on Saturdays, thiey 
exercise the privilege of going from store to store, and ^ven 
ascend to private apartments ; it being customary to bestow 
alms in anticipation of the wants, and to promote the. pious 
purposes, of the approachii^ Sunday; A French baker who 
serves me, informs me that she is obliged to cut up into pieces, 
to distribute to the beggars who call at her shop on Saturdays, 
at least three pauls (thirty-two cents) worth of brown bread, 
besides the white bread whieh she is obliged, in conscience, to 
give to the fat Capuchin and Benedictine monks and other 
seligious orders, who make their regular calls. 

Compared with Rome, the number of b^ani is, indeed,, 
small, yet it is greater than might be imagined from die in* 
dustry and prosperity of Florence, and can only be account- 
ed for by referring the encouragement of it to a religious iin« 
prea8ion,.that it is one of the duties which the good Christian 
must perform, who would wish that treasures should be laid 
up for him in heaven, and who is readily taught to believe 
that he cannot put out bis money to better interest. Perhaps 
it is this Consideration that induces the bq^ar so confidently 
to obtrude hitf services. . v ,^ 

At the Feast of the Madonna^ and on some other occa* 
sions,.the place around the DuOmo, and the whole length of 
the street leading to the Church of the Annunciation, «iiii* 
bit a great display of furniture, dry goods, and toysj spread 
out oii the ground and. on stalls. Several of these fidrs aie 
be)d daring the year in different parts of the city, and the 
goods beipg sold at prices lower than usual, attract great nam* 
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ben of customen, besides the. throng of idle spectator. Biit 
the evening before the ^e^/a, as if the Madonna took plea* 
mre in snch sport, the joung jpopul^tton appeared licensed 
to make as much noise as they could, with .thousands of dis- 
cordant whistles, eartheb ware bells ; roaring, whooping, hal- 
looing, ahd singing, as- they paraded the streets with p^per 
lanternsvattached to long reeds, little illuminated houses, men 
* of straw, 1^ illuminated baskets, &c. ' .^ 

. On another fair on St Martin's day, besides the ordintuy 
dispky of goods, the coppersmiths make a great show of cop- 
per ware, which is. much used here; the stores being deco*- 
rated in a singular, taste with cplumns, arches,, iiirretSt &C» 
which arelngemously constructed by curious combinations of 
pots, buckets, and pans. 

St Simon's day is the feast of the shopkeepers, who then 
make an unusual display of their wares. The bootmaker 
has httodredsof boots arranged in arches and festoons around 
and over his shop door, as high as his ladder can reach. A 
manu&cturer of oil cloth umbrellas, near my residence, has 
rismoved his work-benches, covered all bis walls with um- 
brellas, suspended them in close contact from the ceiling, 
faced the whole shop with theoii, and displayed them by scores 
<m projecting poles. These coarse umbrellas are used by 
the peasants and the poor. . They are strongly made of var- 
nished linens of various colours, and, instead of Whalebone, 
hare tough wood and wire ; costing from one dollar to a dol- 
lar and a h^lf. Daring the frequent rains of the autumn and 
winter you see but few. poor persons without them; other- 
wise, a> shower of rains» coming unexpectedlyt in a niinute 
clears' the streets. 

^ The eve-bf the Epiphany is noticed in a siQgular manner. 
It U supposed to be the remnant of a heathen custom, in ho- 
nour of Bacchus. The smutffaced labourers of the glass- 
houses had been all day supplying the youngsters With glass 
^jmpets, nearly a yard in length, with which a noise mig&t 
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be made not unlike ifae braying of an ass. To these was add- 
ed, as night approached, an ample supply of rope and can- 
vass torches. The mercata nuova was the focus of dame, 
smoke, and noise. • Piles of torches were still selling ty 
torch-light, and hampers of'tnimpets, with loud ioTitatioDs, 
were surrounded by purchasers, blowing the blasts of trial, 
or mixing in the thickening throng of discordant trumpeters 
of all age9, whose din was mingled with the cries of cake and 
cordial women, and the screams and. yells of those who had 
not six cents to pay fot a trumpet From this central spot, 
in all directions, the torches, trumpets, and /yells spread over 
the whole city, and* seemed to aflford great delight to fte po- 
pulace, who were permitted this temporary uproar, under the 
strict observance of military patroles; whenever a hand car, 
drawn by boys, a cart moved by a jaded jackass, or a coach 
and pair of horses, decorated with evei^eens, paraded the 
streets, in the glare of torches, and with the din of discordant 
trumpets and savage yells, the riders personating the charac- 
ters of Bacchus and bis bottle companions. We had been 
told that the lower order of women took part in these mad 
scenes, but were gratified in finding that the orgies were en- 
tirely performed by men^nd boys, sonfietimes dressed as wo- 
taen. The whole ceremony consisted in blaze and noise, 
and calmly subsided at the usual bed-time, about eleven 
o'clock. 

Florence, which boasts of being the Athens and the Paris 
of Italy, is so decidedly devoted to the arts, that Lord Bu.ig- 
hersb, the British ambassador, seeks distinction from his ta- 
lent in musical composition; and his lady, with her black silk 
apron, bearing marks of her occupation, is not ashamed of 
being a student of painting in t(ie public gallery. His lord- 
ship has recently composed a grand mass, which 'was per- 
foitned at his house in elegant style. As is usuigil on such oc- 
casions^ the royal guards stood sentinels at the door, and the 
visiter, as he mounted the funple flight of stairs, profusely bor- 
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der^ with flowera and shrabbeiy, might have thought it a 
garden, and was strongly reminded, even in winter, that he 
breathed in the city of flowers. 

At an earlyhour the company moved into a lai^ge hall, fit* 
ted up a3 a theatre, the scenery, on this occasion, represent* 
ing the interior of a cathedral. The ladies and gentlemen, 
amateur singers, to the number of twenty^nine, were seated 
OR the stage, the orchestra was filled with musicians wh6 were 
employed, and the cbmpany occupied benches that rose in 
front. Six large chandeliers illuminated . this theatre, and 
showed the company to advanta^. The perfprmance was 
excellent, and the style of the music appeared to me to com- 
bine the graces of the plaintive Italian with occasional bursts 
of German grandeur, ending in a peculiarly impressive man- 
ner. The applauses from the connoisseurs in music were fre- 
quent, and th^ bursts of bravOf at the conclusion, must have 
been highly gratifying to the noble composer. 

The company dispersing thiough numerous apartments 
decorated with a profusion of statues and paintings, had 
the liberty of enjoying themselves either among the crowded 
hall$, in the quiet card-rooms around the billiard-table, in 
the lively scene of -the ball-room, or at tEe tables which 
were proCosely furnished with every delicacy that could gra- 
tify the palate. The style of dress here, like that at Rome, 
is in the French fashion, and the la4ies practise the same con- 
fident air and movement of the opera dancer. 

Although the structure of the Italian language is said to fa- 
vour the art. of extemporaneous versification, the powers dis- 
played by improvisatori of the highest rank, are considered 
by literary Italians as, among the most interesting exhibitions 
that occasionally take place, for it is but occasionally that 
this enjoyment is offered. Bosa Taddei^ of Naples, is the 
most distinguished improvisattice 6i the day. Her perfor- 
mances take place at the principal theatre, two or three times 
on a visit, with, the interval of several days. I was fortunate 
in adding one to a very full house, whose sole expectations 
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of entettainment were derived from her engageinent to utter 
unpremeditated verses. 

When tbe curtain rose, the scene was that of a parlour, 
with an open piano, at which a professor of music was seat- 
ed. On the entrance of Rosa Taddei,«he was greeted with 
loud applause.byfaer old friends and confiding expectants. 
She appeared to be about thirty years of age, and, though 
small, her uncorsetted chest gave ample space for the impor- 
tant^ action of her powerful lungs. She Vas dressed as a pri-. 
vate lady. Her pale face indicated a studious life, but her 
forehead was low and narrow, though her head vi^as btoad; 
her little sunken eye wa& ((uick in its movements, and when 
it looked intently, but, to fashion the measure of. a tfaoughti 
was accompanied by a slight contraction of the brow that 
banidied all suspicion of coquetry. Her nose was small, and 
her mouth would be called ordinary; but when it was about 
to speak, it quivered delicately with the rising emotion, ^nd 
varied it3 expression accoiding to the passion of her dis- 
course. 

A servant now advances to the front of the stage, holding 
a: little casket, destined to receive the papers which are hand- 
ed from different parts of the house, contaiiiing subjects pro. 
posed for recitation^ When about forty of ttiese are^^ceived, 
the casket is placed on. a side table. Without reading them 
she folds and returns them to the casket. This i^ an operation 
of some time, and serves to give the appearance of business 
and, perhaps, composure to the performer. Advancing to 
the side boxes and orchestra, she offers successivdy to diffe- 
rent persons the casket, out of which, each time, a paper 
is drawn and presented to her. With a grave, deliberate^ 
and emphatic voice she reads the theme. proposed. If the 
subject is hackneyed, dull, or unfit, a lamentable and deep- 
toned ah ! synonymous with our bah ! is heard from various 
parts of the house; on which she tears up the paper with 
an impressive look, which seems to say — such is your plea- 
sure. When six or seven subjects are approved by the cries 
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of yes, yes^ she places them on her side table, selects. one, 
and, advancing to the piano, decides upon a musical harmo- 
ny, which the professor immediately begins to play, and con- 
tinues delicately ; during which she walks in measured steps 
across the stage backwards and forwards, looking earnestly 
down, occasionally pausing, . sometimes raising her hand to 
her mouth or forehead. The crowded house is silent as 
death, and she is odiy influenced by the measure of the mu- 
sic and the arrangement of her unseen materials of thought. 
This being completed, she suddenly advances, and begins with 
a burst of language, in which she continues with unhesitating 
volubility and moderate action, occasionally uttering some 
fine expression that draws forth from experienced critics an 
approving bravo ! It was to be remarked, that as she ad- 
vanced to the termination of every line, couplet,, or stanza, 
according to the compass of the sentiment, there was a dwel- 
ling on the syllables and a monotonous chanting, very much 
resembling the cadence of a quaker preacher; .thereby per- 
mitting her thoughts to advance and fashiop the commence- 
ment of the following linci couplet, or stanza, which w:as al- 
ways eagerly and expressively pronounced at its commence- 
ment, and as regularly terminated in the thoughtrresolving 
chant 

Among the sul^ects which she treated, some of which she 
began with little preparation, were the following : — The dis- 
coveries, of Galileo and Columbus, and the ingratitude of 
their country; two Doctors, a.Lawyer and Jealous Woman ; 
a Lawyer's Inkhom ; and a Dialogue between the Dome of 
St. Peter and the Dome of Florence. This last appeared to 
perplexher a little, and it was » some time before she could 
fashion it to her mind; indeed, there was an expectation, 
from the frequency of her turns across the' st?ige, and her con- 
tracted brow, that she would be obliged to acknowledge a 
failure; but when she advanced, and began in elegant strains 
to state the difficult nature of the singular task imposed on 
her, to give tongues to the domes so long silent, and listen to 
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00 distant a dialogue between the Duomo, the boast of Flo- 
rence, and the Dqme of St Peter's, suspended in mid air by 
the divine Buonarotti ; and then, with increasing enthusiasm, 
made them recount, in strains of hondurable emulation, the 
great events of which they had been the witnesses, the de- 
light of the audience knew no bounds in the thundering repe- 
titions of bravo ! 

Some of the pieces she composed with terminating words^ 
suggested by acclamation from the audience as she proceed- 
ed ; other pieces were so conceived as to introduce a parti- 
cular word into every, stanza, proposed by any voice at its^ 
commencement* It was a singular and interesting exhibi- 
tion, in which a little feeble woman, during a whole eve- 
ning, could afford the most refined entertainment to a croivd- 
ed theatre. Such is the homage paid to mental sqperio- 
rity. 

"f he carnival at Florence is said to be inferior to that at 
Rome. It is certainly less gay, but more noisy than at Paris. 
During' forty day^ previous^ to the commencement of lent, 
many persons enjoyed the privilege of going about masked ; 
but the amusement became general only during the last thfee 
days, when the whole city, with a vast increase from apopii- 
lous vicinity, gave themselves up to the follies and extrava- 
gancies of fantastic dresses and pasteboard faces, and^ what 
the Florentines seem to ^njoy above all things, outrageous 
noise. The fashionable walk on the river-side, and the ar- 
cades under the National Gallery, were the chief places of 
resort, and attractied such crowds that it was difficult to move 
against the current, notwithstanding its good humour and de- 
coruija-r^nilitary guards preventing the ingress of the popu- 
lace. Afi usuaU the opera house, disembarrassed of benches 
and scenery^ and arranged in splendid style, with abundant 
illumination, was opened to dancing and masking. The royal 
family were present in their boxes, and the grand duke, to 
show bis confidence in his people, made a circuit of all the 
rooms. It was worthy of remark, during this royal squeeze. 
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that^ althoq^ the grand duke was not masked, and literallj 
enK>wed through the crowd, that by a general sentiment of 
propriety he was considered incognito; and men that were 
accustomed to bow at a distance to their sovereign, were now 
privileged, with their hats on, to stare at him unceremoni- 
ously. 

The highest ground within the city of Florence's that on 
which rises the fprtress called Belvedere^ whose extensive 
ramparts ipmediately overlook the Bdboli gardens, the Ducal 
palace, and all the city. The streets on this hill are very 
steep, but the rest of the city is a dead level. A beautiful 
view of Florence is to be found from the Mount of Olives, 
outside of the gate leading to Leghorn.. It is covered with 
villas, garden;, vineyards, and olive plantations, and over- 
looks the city, commanding a distant view of the palace, the 
Duomo, and other principal buildings, and in the distance 
the mountain village of Fiesole and its neighbouring hills. 

The Gate of • St. Niaholas leads you directly up a steep 
road to the church and convent of St. Francis. Every 
fev^ paces there is a stone pedestal and steps to sit or kneel 
on,' surmounted with a cross. Perhaps it was judicious to 
establisli these stations, as they are called, as breathing 
places, to rest or pray at, in ascending the steep mount, es- 
pecially for the coi^venierice of old persons. These crosses 
reach entirely to the church, surround the door, and line 
the aislies within. |t belongs to a confraternity of Fran- 
ckscans, whose mendicant occupation gives' countenance to 
several old women wha cross your Way an the hill, and 
demand your alms with a pious' resolution of compelling 
you to the purchase of grace. Near this, stands an an- 
cient wall, enclosing a monastic establishment, 'which pos- 
sesses a square tower, said to be designed by Michael An- 
gelo. We approached the antique gate, overgrown with 
ivy; its iron-covered doors wiere wide open, and where 
was formerly a portcullis, is now only a peaceful archway. 
Loop holes still remain Open at each side, but there was 
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nothing to molest our approach^ nor visible signs of mor- 
tal habitation. From these places the eye commands beau- 
tiful views of Florence^ which lies close below; the level 
vale through which the Arno winds^ spreads out in the dis^ 
tance to the boundary of mountains that encircle the whole 
horizon. 

Immediately outside the gate that leads to Rome, a long 
avenue of aged cypress and other fine trees invite attention 
to one of the many country seats of the grand duke. The 
road is a gentle ascent for neariy a mile, perfectly straight, 
and kept in the most careful repair; so that it is much fre* 
quentedasa promenade. A low stqne wall, or border, 
finishes the bank, where It is cut away on both sides. Be- 
fore reaching the top, pn turning round and looking down, 
you havei a brilliant view of part of the city, with the 
moutktain Tisin^ beyond, beautifully contrasted with the 
dark cypresses which form the tbwering sides of a descend- 
ing perspective. The villa is in an elegant style of con- 
struction, but unfinished, and contains some good pa^intings 
and statuary. 

At an opposite extremity of the city, the Castle of Si, 
John is a regular fortification, but dismantled of almost all 
its canpon. You enter a dark, antiquated, central tower, 
and walk under immense vaults, lighted by distant open- 
ings or passages, till you reach the interior level, which 
contains quite a town of barracks, all Occupied by soldiery. 
The walls on the bulwarks, overlook a delightful country 
of gardens, vineyards, country seats, and ranges of moun- 
tains; and.atl ar6unil the beautiful level of the fosse, or 
ditch, aifords excellent places for athletic games, shaded by 
lows of trees and paths for walking. 

But the fashionable place of resort, especially for the 
equipages of the Florentine and English nobility, is on the 
grounds laid out for a promenade, both for walking and 
riding,. at the lower end of the city, commencing outside 
the gate, and extending ia great distance down the river; 
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with dl the delightfal embellishments of groyes, avenues, 
shrubbery, terraces, lawns, hedges, roads, paths, fountiaiins^ 
and seats. In the midst of these is a neat building for the 
^nd duke, when he chooses to spend any time here. It 
is called the cascinay or cow-farm, ^nd really produces, for 
the royal benefit, the finest milk and butter in the Floren- 
tine market I have met the sovereign Buke in his usual 
plain suit of black as a private gentleman, and the Duchess 
as a plain gentleiwomasi, walking in these grounds, without 
any guards or attendants, except three servants in livery, 
who followed at a distance. He appears to be much es- 
teemed by the people, who uncover their .heads as be 
passes, and to whom he takes off his hat and bows in re- 
turn. I have at other times met him going to the same 
place in a coach and six, followed 'by another coach and 
six, attetided by Out riders, in which style he often moves 
about the city, joining in the course of carriages on holi- 
days; Ihpugh he ^Sometimes rides in a plain coach. 

Travellers from Bologna enjoy the most magnificent en- 
trance into Florence, descending a fine road, passing a large 
public promenade, which reaches to the gate^ the deformi- 
ty of which is veili^d by a grand t|?lumphal arch* From 
this gate, another road leads to Fie^ble, which, for about 
two miles, is not too steep for a carriage, beyond it is 
so much so as to require an efibrt in walking up it. It is 
well paved, passes through a highly cultivated country, 
often between stone walls, and occasionally reaching the 
edge of the mountain as it winds its way iip,. presenting 
delightful prospects of Florence sunk in the valley below. 
But when at last you reach the highest sppty, which we^ did 
after two hours walking, you are well compensated hj the 
prospect, which is very extensive, Florence being almost 
Ipstln the mass of. verdure in the', plain, through which 
the, course of the Arno is but slightly traced. We stood 
on one of the mountains of the Appennines^ which rose 
still higher behind us, and continued their rtigged banks 
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around in all directions, but cultivated to their summits 
and sprinkled with habitations. Fiesole was a city beforo 
Florence had any existence, though now only a few ves- 
tiges of the ancient buildiogs remain. The whole top of 
the mountain is covered with monasteries, churches, an 
episcopal palace, and private dwellings which are inhabit- 
ed entirely by stone-cutters, who go every nnorpitig to 
Florence to work, returning up hill in the evening. It 
was .Sunday evening, and from the church of the Francis- 
can convent on the hill above the village, there was pour- 
ing 4lown the healthy old .women of tbie mountain in bladk 
veils^ and a few city dressed ladies. Here we s^t 'upon a 
little terrace, tiljl the glowing sun. dipped behind the misty 
formcf of the purple mountains^ presQnting, for a few mi- 
nutes, a scene of extraordinary beauty. 

A fair is annually held in the autumn, which attracts mul- 
titudes of people from Florence, and all the CQpntry round. 
We found the roads crowded in all directions. As jf^arriages 
can ascend only half way, we were much amused to see se- 
veral companies of ladies, seated in coarse baskets or crates, 
which were open behind like an ancient car, and fixed on 
branches of trees, forming a kind of sledge, and slowly drawn 
up the. steep road by oxen. , The public square was filled 
with dry. goods brought from Florence, copper, tin, wood 
and straw work. The houses around *(¥ere occupied with 
^ting, drinking, and exhibitions of various sorts. I have 
seldonii seen such a merry meeting, particularly a,t dusk> 
ivhen the greater part were returning to the city^ singing, 
roaring, whistling and slipping each other with long wooden 
ispoons or ferutas. / 

An annual exhibition oif the ^orks of living artists takes 
placQ at the academy in the month of September, but re- 
mains open only one week, unless it happens to possess aonae 
extraordinary interest to prolong it another week. The first 
visiter is the grand duke, whose carriage we found at the 
doQp^ w^ere a crowd of persons were waiting the moment 
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of his departure. The exhibition is mad6 in various rooms, 
(only one of which is sky-hghted) temporarily disembarrassed 
of their benches, drawing boards, easels and students, and 
open to the free passage of all that choose to range through 
them: this aiTprds a fine occasion to see the collection of 
plaster casts from the antique and the series df paintings by 
the early masters. The work which commands the chief at* 
teotion is a large picture, by Bazzoli, representing Charles 
VIIL of France^ rwith a haughty aspect entering one of 
the gates of Florence. The front ground is occupied by 
Machiavel, and other distinguished citizens, who express to 
each other their indignation and grief. The groups of horses, 
men, women and children, evince an excellent talent for 
composition and colouring. Indeed the colouring strikes me 
as much superior to that of any other of the first painters of 
Italy. One altar-piece and some small histories attract su- 
bordinate attention. Yenuses, portraits, landscapes, a^ 
drawings, generally placed low, in a single row, conduct you 
from room to room. And, finally, for public inspection, are 
the studies from the academy figure, an historic subject, 
and architectural and other drawings, done in competition, 
for the prizes annually awarded by the academy. Models 
of fruit in wax, specimens of engraving, penmanship, &c., 
and a list of the names of those who have gained the prizes 
in music, and the other branches of science which are gra- 
tuitously taught in this princely establishment, completed the 
round. 

Every artist, who sends his works to this exhibition, is en- 
tided to the privilege of placing his pictures in any situa- 
tion he may prefer, which is not previously occupied. Of 
course the professors of the academy possess the first right. 
My Portrait of Washington had a conspicuous situation 
and was as honourably noticed as it had been in Rome. 

During the months of July and August, although the sun 
is intettsely hot, and the shade is carefully sought by those 
who walk out, the streets are not so deserted in the middle 
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of the day as they are at Rome; but the people indulge still 
more in the coolness of the evening, sitting in the streets^ 
around the coffee-houses, and lining the bridges, where seats 
are provided by the government The theatres do not open 
till nine o'clock, and continue long after midnight, which, it 
is common to say, is the most lively hour at Florence. This 
is true only as it relates to those who have filled the theatres, 
for the greater part of the population are sound asleep at that, 
hour, and I have generally found the streets deserted and 
quiet at eleven. 

As the season has been advancing^ the quantity, variety, 
and excellence of the fruit is such as to surprise even an 
American. The apricots are the size of our peaches, and 
plumbs as lai^e as hens' eggs. The peaches, though less 
rich than ours, are more juicy, and the pears are of every 
kind. I attempted to taste the early fig of a purple colour, 
bit found it watery and slimy. The white %, which suc- 
ceeds it, is much firmer, and an excellent article of food. 
Cantelopes and -nlusk-melons are abundant and cheap, bat 
water-melons appear to be the popular fancy; for, in all parts 
of the city are stalls, covered with vine leaves spread out as 
a table cloth, upon which are arranged slices of them, or 
sections ready to be sliced, to accommodate even the poorest 
customer, who presents his guattrinOy a little copper coin, 
four hundred of which go to make the Florentine dollar. 
From my balcony in the Piazza Granduca, I often look down 
upon two sturdy men, with a little boy to give change, busily 
engaged with long broad knives, dealing out their bits of me- 
lons to a crowd of customers, each melon being cbjpped 
into about forty slices. 

As the season still farther advances, and the melons be- 
come more abundant, they are spread out in halves upon the 
tables, and shelves formed like a step ladder. And men gd 
- about, delegated from thtse stalls, or adventurers on a small- 
er sc^le, each with a cut melbn, held in front of a leather 
apron, flourishing his long knife, and crying oul loudly for cus- 
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torn. Such a stout able-bodied merchant would b^ thought 
an idle fellow in America. 

Of figs there are several kinds, purple, white, and green, 
which are brought to market in great quantities, and sold at 
a low rate, from four to sixteen for a cent; grapes are at 
two cents the pisound of twelve ounces; and chesnuts, which 
suddenly appear in October, are sold in all parts of tlie 
city boiled arid roasted, lai^e copper pans over portable 
furnaces being used in the streets, not by Florentines, but 
Swiss, who come at the season expressly to roast ches- 
nuts. When roasted, they are kept hot under thick quilted 
cloths, and measured out in great clumsy wooden. cups, at the 
rate of about eighteen for a cent. They are as large as our 
horse chesnuts. We are told that they constitute a great 
article of food with the poor, as they are esteemed a luxury 
even by the rich, being often introduced in the dessert with 
more costly articles. 

The mild atmosphere of early autumn is frequently in- 
terrupted by violent storms of vvind and rain^ and early in 
October we found the north wind unpleasantly cold. But 
whei^ the atorms of November deposite their snows upon 
the neighbouring mountains, though neither ice nor snow 
may be seen in the city or valley, the vapoury atmosphere 
becomes chilling cold, and the sharp blasts of wind out- 
rageously rude. Extensive level basins are made outside 
the city walls, which are filled with water and sufiered to 
freeze for the use of ice-cream houses. As soon as the wind 
changes, it immediately becomes mild, the air thickens, 
clouds accumulate, and the rain falls; bu4: soon the north 
wind returns with redoubled fury, to render Florence the 
most ihclement spot that a valetudinarian could have the 
misfortune to choose for the restoration of his health. 

Strangers from colder climates complain that in Florence 
they suffer more from the cold than iti their own countries. 
This is partlj^ owing to their being here unprovided for 
much cold weather. The doors and window sashes are badly 
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hung, the brick floors cold, fire-places either badly construct- 
ed or entirely wanting, and fuel expensive, so that it is diffi-^ 
cult to warm the houses. In default of this, the inhabitants 
make use of little earthen or copper fire-pots, which they car- 
ry with them, like baskets, wherever they go, either through 
the house or out of doors, where you see the women and 
children holding them with both hands under their aprons. 
They are supplied with charcoal made of small branches 
and twigs which they imagine less unwholesome than large 
charcoal* These fire-pots; without any air holes in the bot- 
tom, and filled with coals and ashes, consume the coal very 
gradually, but require to be stirred occasionally, when the 
heated charcoal instantly brightens into red, and emits the 
desired heat . 

For the supply of such a necessary article, every part of 
the city abounds in shops, which are filled with fire-pots of 
every size and quality. In the inorning you may obsei*ve, 
at the doors of the public offices, a large provision of them, 
equal in number to the clerks and officers employed in the 
great paved halls, which are without fire-places. At the 
public galleries the custodi or guides move about, each 
with h4s fire-pot,8 with which,. occasionally, the visiter is 
permitted to warm his fingers. In the ordinary domestic 
economy, whilst the cookery is chiefly performed with 
charcoal in small grates, the housewife works with her 
fire-pot beside her or under her. clothes, the servant girl 
carries one from room to room., the little children, as 
they run to school, carry them as well as their books, 
and, finally, the .beggars, who pour out on Saturday with 
their irresistible claims, not only carry their umbrellas 
when it rains, but the comfort of their fire-pots in cold 
weather. At the same time when these pots appear, may 
be seen a great display of hemispherical frames, made of 
segments of flat hoops, the use of which is not immediately 
to be guessed. They are furnished each with a hook on 
the inner part of the top, on which one of these fire-pots 
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may be hung. With this apparatus, placed in bed between 
the sheets, the business of a warming pan is effected. 

Conflagrations are rare in Italy. In Ronie I once saw 
soldiers posted round a cellar, whence some smoke issued; 
but the public firemen soon subdued the 'flame, which was 
among some fire wood. The only instance besides this, 
occurred here, in my own premises. Stone houses, brick 
passages and brick floors afford a satisfactory assurance of 
safety in houses which contain a variety of lodgers whose 
apartments connect from the first, by me^ns of stone steps, 
up to the fifth story. The excessive cold weather which 
prevailed in December and January, iuduced me, as an Ame- 
rican, to enjoy the comfort of a good fire with some friends 
on New Year's eve, without apprehending any diinger, in 
rooms where nothing but the doors arid window shutters 
were of wood. At break of day, however, I was awakened 
by the smell of smoke, and found my sitting room filled 
with it. As the cloud dispersed on opening the door and 
window, it was perceived to issue through the crapks of 
the brick pavement, apparently from the room below, in 
which its proprietor transacted business only at noon. In 
this room the fire was heard to crackle, but no one must 
break open the door till the police were notified^ firemen 
called, and persons placed in front of the house and on the 
stairs. The firemen then, with great resolution, in defi- 
ance of smoke and fire, proceeded to their duty, with 
hatchet, pick-axe, fire-buckets and syringe. As there was 
no fire-engine called, I was much pleased with the opera- 
tion of this last instrument, which was about three feet 
long and held the contents of a bucket of water, which was 
squirted into every opening where the fire was perceived. 
Entirely to extinguish it, it was necessary to break up my 
hearth and floor, which was in danger of falling in, from the 
timbers which supported them being burnt through. We 
were surprised to see, amid such apparent security, so much 
dangerous arrangement of timber, passing entirely under 
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the fire*place. Boards were nailed across these timbers, 
upon which a thin pavement was laid in mortar; whilst the 
ceiling below was made by plastering upon a matting of 
split reeds, which were nailed to the lower surface, leaving 
openings for the circulation of air and the extension of fire. 
The better method, in France, is to fill up with mortar and 
stones every cavity. During the opierations of the firemen, 
the police officers wrote their statements of the facts, for 
the regulation of justice between the occupant, his land- 
lord, and the proprietor of the house. It will surprise an 
American who has not witnessed the deficiencies of social 
intercourse in Italy, to be informed, that, thus driven from 
the comforts of my own fire-side in the most inclement 
weather j(there being no other fire-place in the rooms I oc- 
cupied,) no tenant in the same house, or any other, even 
pretended to ofier me a temporary asylum; this, however, 
in a distant part of the city, I received from the hospitality 
of an American, who had hot lived in Italy long enough to 
be spoiled. 

In works of peculiar interest, while Paris has reason to 
boast of the incomparable pictures which are wrought in 
worsted tapestry at the Gobelins, while Borne, without a ri- 
yaly has attained the highest excellence in the production of 
mosaic pictures;* and while Sienna shows the admirable imi^^- 
tations, by means of inlaid stone, of masterly sketches, in 
a manner no longer practised; Florence is distinguished by 
a manufacture, originally -of very limited pretensions, but 
gradufdly rising in importance till it. has now reached an 
extraordinary perfection. It is tiie art of making pictures 
in pietfo duro, and consists entirely of inlaid segments of 
coloured and precious stones. Strangers are permitted to 
examine in detail the operations of this, singular and costly 
arty which is carried oh at the public expense in a suite 

• Recently the French government has established a similar manufac- 
tory at Paris, the works of which I have not been able to see. 
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of rooms at the Academy of Fine Arts. Pictures are 
first painted or procured as models for imitation; outlines 
of these are traced on paper; which^ being cut into sec- 
tions, is divided among the workmen. For each leaf, each 
petal of a flower, &c., the artist has to seek in the magazine 
of stones the requisite colours, lights and shades, in large 
or small portions, which he cuts, fashions, combines and 
cements on a base of stone; filing with tools of copper dipped 
ih wet emery, and refining his outlines, filling in his grounds^ 
and extending his design, till the whole composition is com- 
pleted; it is then ground to a perfect level and polish. 

A number of splendid works in this manner are now finish- 
ing for the altar in the magnificent chapel of the princes in 
the church of San Lorenzo; but some portions of the design 
are executed in basso relievo, representing fruit, and wrought 
of the most beautiful stones. Among several precious tables, 
I remarked one which represented a pipe or hautboy, with a 
group of flowers, recently finished, in which the white lilies 
composed of calcedony, as welt as the contours, lights, shades, 
and shadows of all the objects rivalled the perfection of na- 
ture. Exclusive of the materials, the labour, on this little 
table cost eighteen Uiousand dollars. Several rooms are filled 
with shelves in cases under glass, exhibiting an astonishing 
variety of coloured flints, pebbles, jaspers, and every spe- 
cies of white, clouded, mottled, spotted, veined and co- 
loured stones^ in sections and slabs, from all parts of the 
world; forming a collection of those beautiful objects of 
larger dimensions, more exquisite beauty, and of greater va- 
lue than I cduld have conceived. The octagonal table, in 
one of the rooms of the national gallery, Executed in this 
manner, is composed of an incalculable amount of precious 
stones, and occupied twenty men, from the year 1633 t» 
1649, sixteen years, in making it at a charge of eighty thou* 
sand dollars. 

Some of the guide books speak of the Palazzo Buona*^ 
rotti^ in which are preserved the room's occupied by Michael 
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Angelo. It is no palace^ but a very plain three story faouse^ 
recently repaired in the modern taste. An elderly servant 
or housekeeper conducted us to a series of four small rooms, 
but little altered since they were inhabited by the sublime 
sculptor. The doors of his rooms are composed of sections 
of curly walnut roots, of various shades of colour, inlaid to 
represent figures the size of life, which resemble grotesque 
paintings; others were painted with figures, in perspective^ 
entirely filling up the doorways. The first room was his 
parlour, but may now be considered his mausoleum, the 
walls and ceilings being divided into panels, within which 
are recently painted the principal events of his life. He is 
represented in a marble statue at one end of the room, and 
on an opposite wall is an unfinished fresco painting, by him^ 
and a small bjasso relievo of marble inserted in the wall. 
The second was his bednroom, where there is a bronze bust 
of faim by John of Bologna; old walnut cabinets surround 
. the room, containing a variety of shells and antiques which 
belonged to him; on the walls, in little frames, are hung 
some of his original drawings; the cornice is painted with 
various coats of arms of the family, and very heavy old 
fashioned chairs stand around. The third room was his 
chapel, the ceiling of which is ornamented and gilded, with 
a miniature cupola, in the taste of the times. On the little 
altar hangs the rosary which he probably used. The fourth 
room, which he could not enter without passing through the 
chapel, was his painting room, cased round with walnut ca- 
binets; some of which were opened to show us his bottles 
of oil and varnish, and paint pots of curious shapes; his 
cross-handled canes, long Indian arrows, which the simple 
housekeeper says he used as brush handles, and an Indian 
bow, which she says was his mall-stick, a pair of slippers, 
and many other articles which belonged to him two hundred 
and sixty-six years ago were shown us. No use is made of 
these rooms, but they are preserved in this state by the family, 
who pride themselves in being bis descendants, merely to show 
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to strangers. The last male descendant, beiaring the name of 
Buonardtti, is now at Rome, studying as an artist' 

The Studio of Raphael Morghen^ in part of the exten- 
sive premises of the royal academy, has its walls covered 
with choice impressions, under glass, of the best engravings 
from the hand of this celebrated veteran of the graver, and a 
portfolio on the table contains the Vesidue of his works. The 
most perfect of these are, his well-known Last Supper^ frcfm 
Davinci's picture, and the Transfiguration^ from Raphael. 
This last and most beautiful engraving was executed about 
sixteen years ago, and has become so rare, that proof impres- 
sipnd are sold by him at two hundred dollars each, a good 
price for one sheet of papei*. But his Madonna delta Seg^ 
^/o/fl^, though esteemed the best in its time, has beeti 8Ui>^ 
passed by a recent one of Garavaglia. 

At one end of an ample square, the Church of Santu 
Maria Novella^ once the admiration of all Florence for the 
beauty of its chequered front, and called by Michael Angcflo 
bis spouse, possesses no external attractions, and its Gothic 
lurches, which are praised for their lightness, are of the plain- 
est Mnd. Its altar-pieces are aticient pictured in bad condi- 
tion. A Christ J Wretchedly painted by Giotto ori a paneled 
cross, hangs oyer the door: and the Madonna^ by Cimabue, 
which astonished and delighted the Florentines, who marched, 
with it in solemn processioii to this church, is just such a 
thing as migh,t be supposed in the first producHon of a coun- 
try genius; for though he had learned from the Greeks, then 
employed in decorating the church, how to lay On gold and 
paint, he had nbt learned to draw human fingers so well as 
he succeeded in making Chinese faices^. The towering walls 
of the choir, behind the grand altar^ are covered, picture 
above pictui'e, with the ruins of frescos, wonderful in their 
time, by Guirlandaio, the master of Michael Angelo:; they 
contain, as was' usual in the works of that period, a great 
many very good portraits. The extensive cloisters of the 
adjoining convent contain in their vast circuit a succession of 
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decayed frescos painted by the best artists of Florence, two 
bnndred years ago, represeoting miracles wrought' by Do- 
minican saints. The only miracles now performed are by 
furnishing the poor with excellent medicines from a pharma- 
ceutic laboratory established in the convent. 

Sicci^ a distinguished sculptor of Florence, having fipished 
his Monument to the Memory of Dantt^ which has long 
been surrounded with a screen, it was opened for public in- 
spection with the solemnity of a grand funeral mass. All the 
twenty-five altars of the churph of Santa Croce^ in which it 
is erected, contiguous to the tomb of Michael Angelo, wer6 
illuminated. Before the great altar a rich cenotaph was 
placed, covered and surrounded with great wax candles, as if 
he had recently died. A temporaly orchestra was construct- 
ed below the organ, where one huiidred excellent musicians 
delighted a respectable multitude who filled the vast edifice ; 
whilst the iiew monument, surpassing all others in magnitude, 
was advantageously seen by a ray of light which descended 
from an opposite window, all the others being, obscured to 
heighten tiie efiect Such is the present veneratiofi for the 
eiuled poet) and such the honour paid. to the. production of 
a citizen artist. The monument represents the genius of po* 
etry, in deep grief, at one corner of a sarcophagus, and at 
the other the .figure of Italy, with extended arnai pointing out 
the venerable form of Dante seated on the top of a pe- 
destal. , 

JSor/y^/inf is the fashionable sculptor of portraits. Ase- 
riea of rooms in one of his studios, for he has several, is filled 
with bust3 of beautiful English women and nobleman. He 
is celebrated for the exquisite finish of his marble ; but boasts 
of never having been to , Rome, and despises the idea of fol- 
lowing the antique whilst be has eyes to see nature. Yet it 
is manifest in his most beautiful works, that he has not glanced 
on the Greek statues without catching a portion of their sim- 
plicity, grace, and character. 

Horatio Chreenough of Boston is a favourite pupil of Bar- 
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tolini, and distinguished as the first and only American vrho has 
studied sci>lpture scientifically* He is executing a beautifiil 
Grroup of Twa Angels, at the request of Mr. Cooper the 
novelist, who thus appeafs as the liberal patron of a kindred 
genius. 

The historical painter BenvenutU who basks in the sun- 
shine of lioyal favour, is known to visiters as the author of 
the splendid fresco paintings which cover the walls of an apart- 
ment in the Pitti palace. His painting rooms are at the royal 
academy, where we saw the large cartoons prepared for the 
ceiling of the Chapel of the Medici, which at present en- 
grosses all his attention. His great oM picture of the Death 
of PriaWfy at the Corsini palace, may eiLhibit more finished 
details of drawing than the pictures of his Roman rival Ca- 
mucini, but unquestionably less of general truth, expression 
and propriety of action. ^ 

In the painting rooms of Colignon I found the same style 
of composition, drapery and colour which prevails at Rome, 
although he professes to pursue a different mode, and does 
not^raw large cartoons, which he believes, to be injurious to 
the spirit of composition. Some parts of his pictures are 
well coloured, because he makes in oil distinct studies of eve- 
ry head, hand and foot; but he finishes vety highly a ^ small 
drawing on {naper, and then transfers to his large canvass the 
whole outline, which he rigidty retains. By this means er- 
rors are confirmed in large, which escape detection in small, 
until seen by some less prejudiced eye. In his pictures of 
the Death of Sophonisba and the Death of Lucretia^ 
) there are many beautiful parts, especially in the arrangement 
of the drapery. 

As the carpenter is packing np my boxes of pictures, I can- 
not forbear noticing a peculiarity in the make and use of the 
gimlet, which I had likewise remarked at Rome. The thread 
runs the contrary way, and requires a motion of the arm the 
reverse of our practice. An Italian gimlet would, therefore^ 
suit a left-handed man. 
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It was again necessary, as at Romey to obtain permission 
from persons appointee! for that purpose, to export my own 
paintings. Two custom-house officers took an inventory of 
the pictures as they were packed up, and then affixed their 
seals to the packages, which will exempt them from farther 
scrutiny. This not oply prevents precious pictures being 
smuggled away^ but produces fees for government depen- 
dants. 

The road from Florence towards Pisa, along the An)p, 
passes through numerous villages, only two of which are re- 
markable : one as being entirely composed of brick and tile 
makers, and the other fbr the beauty and neatness of its houses 
and new marble bridge; the rest ^are disgustingly ^rty^ and 
abounding with be^ars. , With the exception pf a few who 
were engaged in the labours of the field, almost every wo- 
man we met on the road was occupied in making straw hats, 
sitting on the sunny side of the way to economise their scan- 
ty fiiel. The peasant women who, when they visit F^lorence, 
always gQ in their black hats and ostrich feathers, gold ear- 
rings and pearl necklaces/ 1 perceived every where around 
their homes with their heads and shoulders simply covered 
with a shawl. The river banks, being without trees, possess 
no charm to an American eye; but the neighbpu'ring hills 
are covered with beautiful villas and farm-houses. Before 
reaching Pisa the road branches off to L^om across an im- 
mense expanse of land, level as a meadow, highly cultivated, 
but little inhabited, till we met the road which leads from 
Le^m to Pisa, lively with carriages^ Leghorn being with- 
out any hi^ ground or steeples, nothing could be seen Pf it 
till we passed the moat and entered the fortified waHs. 
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Leghorn^ April 22dy 1830. 

A CONSIDERABLE portion of the city is intersected bj ca- 
nals, with streets on each side, and large warehouses, afford- 
ing great facility for receiving and transmitting goods. The 
streets are straight, wide and well paved, and the houses have 
a clean, respectable and sometimes elegant appearance. . 

Outside the wall, andnext to the sea, is an inner harbour, 
formed anciently by the sweep of a mole, beyopd which a 
greater one now projects and stretches in front of the har- 
bour, terminated by a fortress ; so that a person arriving at 
L^hom by water passes the outer harbour, where sometimes 
a quarantine is performed, into the inner harbour in front of 
a health-office, a beautiful new building of white marble. A 
space of ground between the harbour and city wall is thought 
to be ornamented with a colossal statue of a proud-looking 
Ferdinand I. of white marble, standing fiercely erect on a 
high pedestal ; at the four corners of which, in attitudes of 
submission and terror, sit four bronze Asiatic slaves, whose 
chains descending from the comers of the pedestal, were in- 
tended, by a graceful sweep, to ornament tbi^ disgusting mo- 
nument. . . 

On entering Leghorn from the harbour, the narrow and 
crowded gateway opens into a long, wide and somewhat ele- 
gant street, rich in stores of foreign goods, chiefly English, 
which are here sold so cheap, Leghorn being a free port, that 
many persons from Florence come down sixty miles to make 
their private purchases. TUs street, where are the best 
hotels and cofiee-hou^s, is the chief promenade of all classes f 
Christian, Turk, Jew and gentile : the noise which they make, 
intermingled with the popular cries, more than their slow 
movement, has given to Leghorn the character of being live- 
ly igid bustling. 
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What is called the Cathedral stands at the end of a lai^e 
public square. Its ceiling is rich with massive carved gild- 
ing, but its altars possess none of the attractions of painting; 
and its bells, swinging out of the windows of its square tower,, 
make such a clamour, that an American just landed would 
suppose the town to be on fire. 

Near it is to be found the Jewa^ Synagogue. Evening ser- 
vice was performing at early candle-light. A portion of the 
multitude of chandeliers which fill its firmament being light- 
ed, illuminated its whole interior of white marble, upon 
which were spread out numerous Hebrew inscriptions. A 
priest, or rabbi, in a cocked hat, with a white linen which 
covered it, and hung from its sides and back, was chanting 
from a splendid rostrum, or pulpit, of variegated marbles; 
whilst the responses were chanted, mumbled, muttered and 
screamed by a motley assemblage of men and boys, sitting on 
oak benches, dr standing with the^ir hats on. At a splendid 
altar, probably containing the sacred ark, bung a crimson cur- 
tain, which some of the congregation in going out approached 
and kissed. The chanting was in Hebrew, and resembled the 
singing of some of our North American Indians. A fine ve- 
nerable old man who sat before m^, in the Armenian dress, 
and with a long beard, intermingled his prayers with jocose 
conversation with a friend, as if well assured that the Being 
he was addressing was equally gratified with the practice of 
ihe social virtues and direct solemn' worship. The galleries, 
reaching three stories high to the ceiling, for the separate ac- 
commodation of the women, were faced with lattices. 

For the convenience of exportation there are several ma- 
gazines of works in alabaster, executed at YoUerra, where 
the finest alabaster is qua^rried. I was surprised to find 
some of these works rivalling the best executed at Flo- 
rence. In these magazines, likewise, aire sold tables of ar- 
tificial and painted stone, called Scagliola, which are very- 
beautiful, and a cheap substitute for marble and mosaic^ 

Leghorn and Pisa are both situated on a great plain, 
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which must formerly have been an immense bay, reaching 
across from the mountains beyond JLeghorn, on the sea, to 
those beyond Pisa, on thq Arno, six miles above its mouth* 
The land is drained by canals and ditches> and in fine cul*- 
tivation, but it was distresaing to see the women of this 
district more than usually degraded, as beast9 of burden, 
carrying enoi'mous bundles of wood, on their heads. The 
loaded canal boats were drawn, each by two harnessed wo* 
men, instead of horses.. 

Having deposited my boxes^ containing the copies I had 
made at Rome and Florence, in the safe keeping of M. de 
Youngh, who kindly engages to remit them to my order, I 
was at liberty to engage a vetturina for Pisa. 



Pisay April 24th. 

The canal from Leghorn terminates at Fisisi in. copinio- 
dious walled docks, some parts of which are covered with 
buildings, under which the boats may be loaded and unload- 
ed without regard to weather. 

The first object to which the attention of strangers is in- 
vited, is a beautiful green^ plain, containing the Cathedral, 
the Baptistery, the Campo Santo, and the Leaning Tower. 
All these buildings are a little out of the perpendicular, 
the Baptistery and extreme part of the Cathedral percepti- 
bly, and the tower or Belfry, most surprishigly. Notwith- 
standing such a disadvantageous circumstance, this circular 
tower of arcades and columns,, eight stories, and nearly one 
hundred and ninety feet in height, deserves its usual epithet 
of beautiful. The guide who has waylaid you in the street, 
and caught you in the act of coming to this place, and who 
hurries to show you the spot from which the declination of 
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the tower, its greatest deformity, may be best seen, will 
scarcely allow you time to admire its light columns, gracefiil 
arches and ornamented cornice, before he gets you with- 
in the massive marble walls, and mounting the marble steps 
which are worn into deep hollows by centuries of visiters. 
A great circular opening reaches from the bottom to the top. 
Between the thick wall of this well, and the outer Wall, a 
circular flight of steps winds to the top; opening, as you rise, 
out upon every story or arcaded gallery. In ascending this 
fl%ht of steps I was affected by the varying obliquity of them 
as by motion on shipboard. The upper story, though nar- 
rower than the rest, forms on the top a great expanse of so- 
lid stone work, upon which you may walk round, within iron 
railings. From this spot you enjoy a beautiful map of the 
city, plain, river, sea and mountains; the arches of an aque- 
duct stretching to the hills ; the villages at their base wher^ 
the hot baths are situated, and the pale distant light-housea 
of Leghorn. 

The Cathedral and Baptistery are beautiful specimens of 
the Saxon Gothic architecture. Originally of white marble, 
interspersed, with other colours, they are now stained brown 
and yellow. The frojit of the Cathedral, composed of ar- 
cades supported by little columns, gallery above gallery, is 
enriched with much minute sculpture^ especially on two 
large columns at the principal door, which are supposed to 
be the work of Greek aYtists residing in Egypt. The grand 
duke having bestowed a sum of money to clean and repair 
this church, it was filled with scaffolds and workmen; and 
the marbles which have been scoured, though of five and 
six hundred years standing, look as fresh as if they were just 
Erected. The whole of this elegant and singular interior 
will be restored to its original freshness. The walls are co- 
vered with large pictures by ancient and modern painters, 
some of which are in an agreeable taste of colour and group- 
ing; but those by Benvenuti and Colignon, of Florence, are 
not the best, having been executed many years ago. 
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The Baptistery forms a beautiful temple, externally co- 
vered with Gothic ornaments, but within it has rather a na- 
ked appearance, and possesses nothing interesting except its 
pulpit, which is richly covered with marble sculpture, and 
its baptismal fonts, formerly used for immersion, according 
to the Greek rites. 

Near these edifices is an enclosure for the dead, which is 
usually called Campo Santo. It is a quadrangular court of 
open colonnades of beautiful Gothic work, and possesses some 
interesting monuments, and much ancient, but bad and da- 
maged fresco paintings, some of wbich may please the anti- 
quarian. The earth which fills the interior of this building 
was brought as precious ballast from the Holy Land. 

The Botanic Garden^ open to the public at certain 
hours, is tastefully laid out within the city, and contains 
many beautiful trees and plants ; among others, a cork tree 
twelve or fourteen inches in diameter, and a large magnolia 
grandijlora of Florida, and a beautiful cedar of Lebanon, 
which the Professor Savi lives to see fifty years after plant- 
ing them. His son, who is now professor of natural history, 
with much industry and taste, has extended the establish- 
ment to a most respectable size. I was particularly pleased 
with his preparation of a wild boar^ wounded with a spear, 
and in fierce combat with two dogs ; and that of a wolf at- 
tackii^ a dog; they are works truly artist-like^ 

The land around the city being on a dead level, drained 
with canals and ditches, and with few treed, furnishes no plea- 
sant Walks or rides. The most agreeable is one planted on 
each side with trees, and leading in straight Imes to a royal 
farm or cascina. This aiSbr^ an easy ride for luxurious in- 
dolence, but a dull jthough shady walk; it was compensated^ 
however, by the interesting sight of seventeen camels to- 
gether, fifteen others being on another part of the fs^rm. 
This is a breed of camels, kept up since their introduction 
by the Medici. The females are not suffered to labour, 
but range the forest with their young; whilst the mdes car- 
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ry wood, and perform other work. They are brought to 
the well every eveDUig, and appear to drink very heartily. 
Whilst I made Bketches from them in various attitudes, the 
old man who takes care of them, enjoyed himself in talking 
much about them. 

The semicircular course of the Amo through the city, 
well walled up, and with handsome bridges, a wide street on 
each side, and elegant buildings, constitutes the most beauti- 
ful feature of Pisa. Indeed, after this and the public build- 
itigs before mentioned, there is nothing worth notice except 
the Palace of the Cavaliers^ or knights of Pisa, ornament- 
ed with a statue and busts of their grand masters, and the 
Church of the same cavaliers, in the same piazza, which is 
decorated with ninety-six flags of infidel nations, taken in 
battle by the Pisan knights, whose galleys were said to be 
the terror of unbelievers. 

Although the population of Pisa has dwindled from one- 
hundred and fifty thousand down to sixteen thousand, it 
swarms with be^afs of the most obtrusive kind; and the 
better sort of the inhabitants, who walk the quays and fre- 
quent the coffee-houses, exhibit manners disgustingly rude 
and vulgar; otherwise they may be civil enough, as they are 
said to be. 

The road from Pisa to Massa di Carrara, with the excep- 
tion of one projecting point of a high mountain, passes over 
nothing but plains, or alluvial grounds, between the moun- 
tains and the sea, and through few villages, only one of which 
was beautiful. During the whole distance we were assailed 
by only two beggars. We remarked that the women and 
children retired into their houses as we approached, for fear 
of being suspected of the Pisan practice of be^ry, every 
woman being engaged in spinning, even those who were tra- 
velling. On approaching Massa, we skirted the indentations 
of the mountains, on some of whose pinnacles remain the 
ruined battlements of ancient fortresses. 
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Massa di Carrara. 

We entered Massa as the yoang duke []bf Modena came 
out of it, and saw on the great sqaar$ a temporary arch of 
triompb, and other decorations for a general illumination^ 
which took place oh the occasion of his first visit The 
buildings have a neat appearance hj their oniamental parts 
beii^ made of marble, as well as the bridges, cactseways, smd 
even footways. linmense fortificiations, the work of warlike 
times, crown one of the mountains which rise from the city. 
They ar6 now -used as a prison, and the visiter who passes 
through the courts without noticing the clamorous appeals 
from Wretches within the barred windows, is assailed with 
the most shocking imprecations. The steep ascent termi- 
nates in-a terrace, surrounded by battlements rising from' H 
precipitous ridge of rocks, and commands a beautiful view 
of the valley, sea, and mountains, atid even of Lqghorn. 

My guide informed me that a ^oifian, being rudely chased 
on this terrace by a brutal soldier^ rusheJ over the battle- 
ments. It made me giddy to look down to the rocks on 
which she fell; and I instinctively shrunk from my ruffian* 
looking guide, and the dangerous parapet. 

The road that leads from Massa, four miles to CaFrara, 
v^inding on the sides of the marble mountains, is of gende 
acclivity, ahd in the most perfect condition, as it should be 
for the transportation of statuary. As soon as Carrara pre- 
sents itself to view, it is perceived to be down in a little val- 
ley or plain entirely surrounded by mountains, some of which 
are covered with plantations of dingy olive trees; but those 
which rise beyond the village in the bottom of the basin^ 
are barren peaks of marble, which time has so stained, that 
ftey seem to be smoked; yet, when quarried, they ai^ in 
many parts as white as the purest loaf sugar. 
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Carrara. 

The oldest walla, in the village are of a ihoasan^ years 
standing, bat as- the population in the last eight years has 
increased one third, there are many new houses of a neat 
and modern structure. Including another village situated 
nearer the quarries, the entire population of stonecutters, 
marble sawyers, and sculptors, with their wives and chil- 
dren, and the requisite bakers, butchers and tradesmen^ in 
the valley^ amounts to fourteen thousand. There are two 
or three churches, one of which, one thousand years old, is 
incrufiited within with the most beautiful coloured marbles of 
other countries. But the largest building in the place, for* 
merly a royal residence, has been for the last eight years oc« 
copied as an academy of the Fine Arts^ where instruction is 
gratuitously given in drawing, modelling, anatomy and archi- 
tecture, under professors appointed by the soyereigo. 

Having letters to some of them, I enjoyed the opportunity 
of examining their various studios or workshops, and waff 
surprised at the beauty and finish, not only of vases and or* 
namental mantel-pieces, but of entire statues and busts. 

The sculptor of the present day is scarcely required to 
touch his marble, or even to know how to cut it First 
modelling his figure in ductile clay, which is kept moist by 
wet cloths, during any length of timci he may give it the ut« 
most perfection of form. It is then trusted to the careful 
hands of a mere mechanic, whose art is to make a mould on 
it and produce him a fac simile in plaster of Paris. The 
sculptor^ now in possession of his model in white plaster, in- 
stead of dark clay, can more readily judge of its effect, and 
may improve it at his leisure; and at any future time either 
copy it himself in stone, or employ workmen, who generally 
do nothing else all their lives^ Many such reside at Rome 
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and Florence, where blocks of marble are recdived from Car- 
rara. But to save the expense of transporting large masses, 
it ifi becoming more than ever customary to tranismit Ihe mo- 
del carefully packed up, to Carrara, where it is accurately 
copied or roughed Out for the sculptor to finish. 

It is surprising with what accuracy these woiicmen copy 
the model which is given them. Thorwaldsen, whose mo- 
dels are seldom remarkable for the delicacy of the finish, is 
so well satisfied with the general accuracy of the woik done 
here, that statues which he is making for his native country, 
will be boxed up at Carrara and sent to Denmark, without 
being once seen by him. 

This mode of statuary has been reduced to a perfect method, 
only in modem times. The genius of Michael Angelo was 
frequently fatigued before he could approach th^ forms, which 
his imagination conceived, in his blocks of marble, and he of- 
ten hastened to chisel out a part as a guide in the develop- 
ment of his whole figure,' which sometimes was spoiled by 
his impatience. The Carrara workmen proceed, with more 
Saturnine temperament, mathematically to lay out and mea- 
sure their task. The model is marked all over with numerous 
spots, which are transferred by the compasses to the block 
of marble ; two well defined points always serve as a base 
for finding the position of a third ; and the workman continually 
measures as he advances to the con^letion, in which he is ex- 
pert or excellent in proportion to the attention he has paid 
to his studies in drawing, modelling, and anatomy. Beauti- 
fid busts are finished and packed, up here at fifty dollans each; 
and elegant copies of the Borghese and Medici vases, about 
thirty inches tall, at the same price. 

The upper village is. chiefly inhabited by persons who 
work for architectural purposes, such as cornices, columns, 
and slabs. This employs a great number of hands, be- 
sides the work done by a long succession of mills, moved 
by a copious stream of water. In one of these I observed 
one saw frame with sixteen saws cutting a block of marble 
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at once into serentecn broad slabs, each about an inch thick 
Here was executed the marble work for the UniveiiUy of 
Viiginia, besides other buildings in America. 

The marble is quarried in the ravines of the mountains 
from two to jave miles disUnt It is generally taken from 
the bases of the mountains, but frequently great masses are 
tumbled from situations many hundred feet high, to which 
the labourers are an hour in ascending, and where they 
work with cords, around them to assure Ihem against the 
danger of falling. The whitest marble is found only in oc* 
caaional layers; some at the base of the mountain is of the 
most beatiful whiteness. 

Excellent as is the road to CarrarUj for the safe convey- 
ance of the original model sent, and the marble copy in 
return; yet the road (if it deserves to be so called when 
formed only by dragging along it blocks of marble) down 
which the smaller masses are drawn by oxen, on strong 
wagons, is coVered with stones which are scattered over it 
by the falling blocks. Such is the^ labour of contending 
with the impediments allowed to remain, that one hundred 
and twenty oxen were required to drag down, without 
wagons, each block of marble for Thorwaldsen^^s colossal 

statues. 

All the industry ^f the place is devoted to this marble^ so 
that for Bonie of the necessaries of life th6 inhabitants of the 
little valley are indebted to Massa and other distant places. 
I perceived a number of women, on the sides of the moun- 
tains, collecting leaves and weeds, bearing them in baskets on 
their backs like beasts of burden, for the purpose of being 
ider for the oxen. 

Lassa the- road continues to pass through an uninte- 
mtry to Spetzia^ whose beautiful bay is^ often men- 
7hence it winds up and down the mountains, cross- 
te gravel beds, the course of mountain torrents.- It 
reHef to this dull scene to enter the wretched old 
town of Borghettay hmli of pebble stones, and swarmmg 
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with half-naked cUIdren, "(vhere we were compelled to wait 
more t|;iaD an hour, whilst the <»nly blacksmith of the place^ 
having no stock on hand, made and put oh a horse-shoe for 
Qs. The only two decent houses are called hotels. The 
keeper of one of these, who speaks broken English, and 
boasts of knowing all tallages, having seen all the^ capital 
cities in the world, not excepting Pekin, now contents him- 
self in sitting down in this Boi^hetta, which every traveUer 
must pass through. I asked him when- this old toWn was 
built? He replied, "Before God — an English lord ask me 
ze same question — I give him ze same answer, an he laugh 
like ze devil, because he say G6d never make any sing -so 
bad.^' From this rude sample of his genifus, I resisted the 
persuasion of n^y vetturino to' enter his house and suffer his 
suspicious hospitalities, but hurried away to pursue a tedious 
and solitary course, over a new road across the mountain, to 
a comfortable inn at Bracchip. I was not, indeed, without 
some unpleasant sensations on the road, which wound around 
a desolate mountain; for it was dark, and no places could be 
better chosen by the desperate robber to tumble the passen- 
ger, carriage and horses, over the unguarded precipice, into 
the deep ravines below. Scarcely was the idea formed, in my 
mind, before the appearance of some gensdannes showed 
that it was not merely an imagination of my own. 

An early ride in the morning brought me to Chiaveri^ 
thus completing about fifty miles over a road which a blind 
man might say was beautiful,- for it is excellently made, but 
one of the most c(esolate I ever ti^velled; the savage moun- 
tains are without inhabitants, the vaUeys without a resting 
place, and there was nothing but the grizzly decoration of dingy 
olives on every spot of soil that could be scraped together, look- 
ing as if they had scarcely survived the universal deluge, and 
were not yet washed from the mud. My judgment is satis- 
fied that these " olive-crowned mountains" are very interest- 
ing to the proprietors, and possess all the beauty of utility, 
but nothing of the picturesque, at least to one accustomed to 
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the magnificence of an American forest These Italian moan« 
tains, which seem barren with the culture of the olive, are, 
nevertheless, beautiful objects in the distant landscape, when 
tinged with the blue, the purple, and sometimes the orange 
hues of an evening atmosphere. But the landscape painter 
b compelled to hunt with extraordinary industry and skill to 
discover and put together the materials for an agreeable fore* 
ground* 

At CfaiaVeri, which is a handsome town on the edge of the 
Mediterranean, I remarked extensive enclosures for the ma- 
nufachire of salt From wells, communicating with the sea, 
water is raised by means of balance poles, two of which to 
eaeh well are pivoted on a wall that rises from a little cistern 
close to the well; the water is thrown into the cistern, under 
which a fire is made to boil away the water. 'Perhaps in no 
other country but Italy can be found such an imperfect patri- 
archal method of making salt 

Soon after leaving Chiaveri, the road, still improving in •all 
its gDod qualities, ascended the mountain which projected to 
the sea, and afforded extensive prospects of points and pro- 
montories of the indented coast f and winding above deep 
and now cultivated valleys, till presently again reaching the 
coast, Genoa appeared bright in the distance at the head of 
her beautiful bay. Our course was a constant ascent and de- 
scent, winding to the right and to the left among the cra^ 
or on the brow of the mountain,- passing several tunnels 
in the rocks, and rattling through village after village, till 
the serpentine movement became extremely tantaUzing and 
tiresome. The excellent buildings which lined the roadj 
and were scattered on the hills, and the new ones erecting, 
evinced an activity and prosperity which I had not before 
ieen in Italy. 

On approaching the gate of the city, its bossy columns and 
peculiar style of architecture reminded me of Rubens, who 
lived several years at Genoa, and has often, introduced then) 
into his pictures. 
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Genoa^ Jlpril 29th. 

At a short distance from the gate, we reached a public 
square, the chief ornament to which is an elegant new Gre- 
cian frontispiece to the Theatre. This conducts you to a 
course of streets of moderate width, but of great magnifi- 
cence, being lined with palaces of much grandeur; among 
them is that of the king, on a line with the rest. As we 
entered the city gate, the dowager queen arrived from the 
country in all the pomp' of royalty; and, as we extended 
our walk, we witnessed a fine military display, called out 
to receive the king from a more distant journey at the op- 
posite gate, accompanied by a guard of horsemen and many 
carriages. The city troops, after he had entered the pa- 
lace, kept possession of the street till his majesty had rid 
himself of the dust of the roads and condescended to ap<9. 
pear at his window, where hung a crimson velvet curtain to 
which the eyes of the multitude had long been directed. 
I was surprised to hear all the military orders given in 
French. 

Travellers who enter Genoa from France, necessarily 
drive through those streets which ^concentrate all the pomp 
of Genoa, and erroneously agree to call it a City of Palaces. 
With but few spots excepted, to ^/^hich the breadth of some 
streets permits the approaish of carriages, the rest of the 
city, consisting of plain liouses, five, six and seven stories 
high, is intersected by passages of comnfiunication for per- 
sons on footy through which sedan chairs only are occa- 
sionally seen to move in proud luxury of rank, or for the 
.convenience of the infirm. Even where the streets are 
broad enough for a carriage, and sometimes three carriages 
to pass, none are permitted to incommode the inhabitants, 
who traverse them with great convenience and comfort; in 
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some measure atoning for the evil of too little space. It is 
said that Genoa was founded by a band of pirates, — they 
certainly were a compact set, and of a sociable disposition. 

It is customary to take a boat and go out of the harbour 
to judge of the aspect of the city in approaching it by wa- 
ter. Projecting into the basin, or harbour, is a handsome 
pier, or wharf, on which no goods are landed> and surround- 
ed by sail boats in waiting. A noisy crowd of boatmen 
here surround you, offering in a jargon of all languages to 
convey you to the light-house, to the British frigate, or to 
the American brig. 

Assisted by projecting moles, the harbour is made almost 
into a perfect circle. Advancing to the mouth of it, and 
looking back upon, the city, with all the advantage of sun- 
shine, it certainly appears handsome; but not, as it is com* 
monjy described, an amphitheatre of palaces, for only one 
palace on the water's edge can be seen. The city lies chief- 
ly on level ground, and the palaces are hidden by very or- 
dinary buildings between them and the water; but the hills 
which rise at one side are sprinkled with a goodly sight of 
white houses, quite unornamented with trees. Some large, 
and a great number of small vessels give to this port the 
appearance of more business than any other I have seen in 
Italy. 

The churches, which are less conspicuous externally than 
the palaces, are richly ornamented inside with the goldsmith 
and filligree taste which prevailed here between two and five 
hundred years ago. They are overloaded with parts, and 
profusely gay with colours. The Cathedral^ with its Egypf- 
tian columns, and the Annunciata^ gdij with coloured mar- 
bles, have nothing else worthy of remark. In the ancient 
Church of Si. Slephano, the chief altar-piece is a picture, 
begun by Raphael, and finished by Giulio Romano, and, 
therefore, kept carefully covered. I thought it a dark and 
heavy picture, possessing but little of the grace and charac- 
ter of Raphael But the church most renowned for its pic- 
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tores, in ^11 Genoa, is that of St. Jlmbrogio. The sacristan 
hastened to unveil the •Assumptions by Guido ; it possessed 
something of his grace, but none of his good colour; espe- 
cially when contrasted with the picture directly opposite to 
it by Rubens, representing St. Ignatius relieving a Demo* 
niac^ and restoring a dead Child. This picture I thought 
deserving all the praise it has received, for even the Italians 
commend it as a most extraordinary production of art; com- 
bining excellent composition, good drawing, fine expression, 
careful finish, and the subdued richness of Rubens' best co- 
louring. It is deservedly the boast of Genoa. 

The ancient residence of the doges is externally like a 
great square fortress, but, within, its court is renewed by an 
elegant modern front of white marble. This building is oc- 
cupied by the police and other public offices, but strangers 
are conducted into the hall of the council of war, which is 
ornamented with a large painting on the wall, by the Cheva- 
lier Piatti, intended to represent the Landing of Columbtis 
in the Neto World; the artist, however, did not take the 
trouble to find out that the Indians were not white, and dis- 
plays Columbus and his companions as splendid as princes of 
the opera. The adjoining room, the great council chamber 
of the doge, is ornamented with elegant marble columns and 
the pedestals of twenty statues, which, during the French re- 
volution, were knocked down and broken to pieces. Their 
places are supplied with temporary figures, composed of stuc- 
co heads, hands an<l feet, and real linen for drapery, arranged 
over bodies and limbs stuffed with hay. They are remark- 
ably beautiful, and precisely such as would be proper for the 
sculptor to imitate in mslrble, if his vanity and his genius 
would permit him to pursue such a course. , I have seen se- 
veral such figures in Rome (especially in the Farnesian pa- 
lace) prepared for temporary purposes, and often exhibiting 
. a beauty of drapery that I have seldom seen equalled in the 
best statuary, ancient or modern. This can be accounted foi; 
only by the artist being led astray in his desire to show his 
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anatomical knowledge of the limbs, which indaces him to em^ 
ploy imaginarj folds. 

The Durazzo Palace^ which you enter by most magnifi- 
cent flights of marble steps, under noble arches supported by 
marble columns, contains the finest collection of paintings, 
chiefly the works of Vandyck and Rubens; and, especially » 
an exquisitely beautiful one of Three Children^ painted by 
Vandyck in his best and most substantial manner. Here is, 
also, a good picture by Guido, The Soman Daughter^ but 
rather slovenly in the finishing, . 

The Palazzo Sosso ranks next fi>r the value of its pic* 
tures, and .contains several by Vandyck, ^specially that of 
The Tribute Moneys a beautiful small picture of the w^n** 
nunciaiion by Ludovico Caracci; a whole length Cleopa-* 
trahy Guercino; a beautiful harnxonious little Carlo Dolce 
without the staring offence of his eternal blue drapery; a 
Bacchus by Rubens; and some good paintings by a Genoese 
youth at the age of seventeen, Pellegrino Piola, who, at the 
ag^ of nineteen, was murdered by the envious Carloni, whose 
inferior works offend the taste and dishonour the piety of se* 
veral churches. The last work of the ill-fated youth, Piola, 
is a most exquisitely beautiful Holy Family^ which he paint- 
ed for the company of goldsmiths, and which, covered with 
glass, still remains as a pious decoration against a house in 
the street of the goldsmiths. 

In the Palazzo Spignola is a whole length portrait of the 
Doge Spignola, by Vandyck, very much superior, in my esr 
timation, to his more celebrated one of the Cardinal Benti- 
voglio, in the Palazzo Pitti at Florence, which enjoys the 
advantages of travel and a royal residence. In one of the 
rooms is a large silver dish, hung up in a frame as a picture, 
representing in basso relievo, in its centre, Columbus about 
to embark on his voyage of discovery, executed hj Benve; 
nuto Cellini. 

The pictures in the Serra Palace are of very moderate 
pretensions, chiefly by an artist nam^d Gragetto; but it is vi- 
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filled on account of a saloon, whose fluted marble columns^ 
bases, capitals and friezes are all gilt ; immense mirrors fill 
up the intervals between the. columns on every side, and mul- 
tiply the rich perspective to an interminable length. It is 
not large, but it is said to be the richest thing of the kind in 
the world. 

The dowager Queen^s Palace we visited, throughout its 
whole extent, as she was at her country residence; but the 
old lady is not a patroness of the fine arts, for she sufiers no 
pictures to slain the damask of her walls. Our attendant, 
with much satisfaction, uncovered a rare and costly table, 
entirely incrusted with beautiful pearl, which appears to be 
much valued by her and her two maiden daughters, whose 
separate bed-rooms we passed through, each possessing, un- 
used on the mantel-piece, a great silver Noah's ark inkstand. 

The Doria Palace^ outside flie city gate, is a handsome 
edifice, which, from its garden terrace, commands the most 
beautiful view of the city and harbour. The prince, who 
chooses to live at Rome, does not leave his keys behind, 
and we could see nothing but one painted corridor by Pietro 
del Vanni, in which are to be found some well grouped 
heads. . 

In passing under a high old archway, now in the centre, of 
the city, but formerly its boundary, I remarked several links 
of a great chain, hung up as a trophy, which was taken from 
Pisa, where it was stretched across the harbour. Near this 
an old house is honoured with four links of the same chain 
banging from the comer; it was the residence of the adnii- 
ral who commanded the expedition against Pisa-: and on ano- 
ther house, beneath a marble carving representing the fliree 
towers of Pisa, hang two other links of the same chain, to 
distinguish the residence of the locksmith, whose files and in- . 
trepidity eflected a passage into the harbour. It was the vic- 
tory of the locksmith over the blacksmith, and the boast of 
the goldsmith. 

Genoa is enclosed within double walls, and surrounded 
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with fortifications at every point, and on the neighbouring 
eminences. One of these fortified points, high above the 
sea which washes its base, affords a very beautiful prospect 
of the bay and the distant promontories, villas and gardens, 
spread over the neighbouring hills, and a zigzag line of for- 
tifications stretching up the green valley. One of the most 
interesting objects seen from this spot is an el^ant and ex- 
tensive building, beautifully situated on a hill outside the city, 
in which two hundred poor females are employed in making 
artificial flowers; the establishment was commenced by 9 
noble family, and always continued by their descendants, at 
their private charge, and under their direction. 

On fliis high ground there is a handsome church, to which 
a bridge leads, crossing over a valley of houses, to an oppo- 
site hill, which subsides into the heart of the city. Immense 
piers support two arches, which compose the bridge, high 
above the tops of houses, though they are seven stories * 
Formerly many persons committed suicide by throwing thenh 
selves from this elevation, but at present, a sentinel, day and 
night, is stationed to prevent such an act. Desirous of look- 
ing over the parapet, I stepped for a moment on a seat against 
the wall, which the sentinel immediately commanded me to 
leave. 

Cpnnected with the walk on the ramparts is a fine public 
promenade, recently made, which is much frequented in the 
evening; though the quiet streets, undisturbed by carriages, 
are themselves agreeable promenades, especially on Sundays. 
From this promenade is seen, in a commanding situation, a 
lai^e country house built for Oliver Cromwell. 

A beautiful avenue, the only one I saw in Genoa, rises to 
the splendid Mhtrgo dei poverty which is really the hotel 
of the poor. Broad marble steps conduct you to a spacious 
hall, ornamented with a number of statues, of Doges^ and 
other persons who have contributed funds to endow a hospi- 
tal, which now supports upwards of eleven hundred females, 
and sevep hundred males. This hall opens into a handsome 
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church, containing on both sides a continuation of the sta- 
tues of benefactors^ and on its altar a Group of Jlngels 
and a Madonna^ by Fuget. A medallion basso relievo, by 
Michael Angelo, \vhrch is preserved near the altar, would 
attract little notice with any other name. It shows nothing 
but the heads and shoulders ; those of the Christ are good, 
but the Mother not only wants beauty, but expression. 

The poor never enter the body of the church, but remain 
in lai^e halls, on each side of the altar, which they see 
ihrough a spacious window; the men on one side and the wo- 
men on the other; and they are divided into distinct classes, 
the unmarried having no intercourse with the married. The 
men are permitted to go out twice a week, the women never. 
A pious lady, whose statue is in the hall, representing her 
with pots at her feet overflowing with money, left a fund for 
marrying, annually, twenty-four women out of this institu* 
tbn, with a gift of thirty-one dollars each. This marriage 
portion^ besides the money which they usually have saved 
from their earnings, makes them desirable objects to respec- 
table peasants or farmers, who state to the directors what 
kind of wife they desire, an|l choose from those which the 
directors may select Our guide, a respectable old man, 
long resident in the institution, says, they are generally glad 
to get out in this manner, without the ceremony of court- 
ship, or any share in choosing their partners for UfCr 

In all these extensive walks, and throughout all the streets 
of Genoa, during Sunday afternoon, among thousands of wo- 
men, I did not see more than three bonnets; the universal 
custom with young and old being to wear white or coloured 
shawls aver their heads and shoulders, leaving their facesj 
and sometimes their necks exposed. Their dress, otherwise, 
is French, except that black silk prevails with the rich, and 
coloured cottons among the poor, who generally carry their 
little fortunes of gold in great filligree bunches at their ears, 
or wrapped in heavy folds of chain around their necks. 
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The nobles are said to be fond of rich jewelry, which is too 
evident in their portraits by Vandyck. 

The fine arts are not patronised by the government, and 
there is no public gallery in Genoa; yet on a small scale the 
nobility have maintained a school of the arts, which is now 
about to acquire more consequence^ as a building has just 
been erected for this purpose, at the expense of the city, on 
the public square adjoining the theatre. There is no artist 
of any celebrity established bere^ and the Genoese painters 
have been obliged to go to Florence to study. Among tbs 
works of the old painters who have decorated the churches 
and palaces, I saw nothing that pleased me so well as the 
pictures of the unfortunate Piola. Yet a vast amount of to* 
lerable art has been employed in covering the outsides of 
bouses and court yards, with historic compositions and archi- 
tectural imitations. One of the most extensive of this kidd 
is a large house inhabited by the British consul, entirely co* 
yered with paintings. In an open hall leading to the court 
yardf the walls are occupied with paintings imitating yellow 
.bronze statues of fourteen distinguished men, among whom 
the most conspicuous is Columbus. But few of these pain^ 
ed houses remain, having given place to a neat ornamented 
style of building, which is called the English taste. 

In order to get out of Genoa, there being only two gates, 
it was necessary to make the entire circuit of the harbour to 
the very light-house itself, which is a sort of fdrtress. The 
peasants along this road, which skirled the sea for some dis- 
tance, appeared with heads, necks,, and bosoms exposed, and 
so brown, that they might be mistaken for dark mulattoes of 
negroes. I noticed, at every mill we passed, a smooth stone 
terrace for drying wheat, after it has been washed; which 
they do first in a copper bucket, pouring off what floats, and 
then in a sieve, removing all dirt. This remari^able nicety 
induced me to buy a loaf of coarse bread, at a neighbouring 
Diilli^'s; and I ate it with a conviction of its purity, whicbi 
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I am Amy to t^^ ' Q^^^ had »t hmmy wher^ .man^ tljiqp 
ai« grouDd op with tbe whe^t, r^^khre^^t least, lio the iu^ 
l^atiicm. 

Sereral hours vere paned in win^Uiig np ai^ dowa w 
appare{i% M¥ei*^adiag moanlaiQ. The ifoad was ex;4^1i&iri;, 
but tb««e was Uttl^ 19 ^o fc^i^i^y to iizterent the eye^ thou^i 
ili#re agreeable than the^her m^uiilamfl I had cra^pd, be- 
cause here were ^me htnaa bouses and little patches of gar- 
ideos and trees. We ajt len^h opened upi^ ap immenae 
j^Uy hi^ly cultivated, and pierced bj roads of tedious 
Jctogth and sti*aigbtBesa. 

After entering ii^ Dqcfaj of Parma^ the surface became 
jpooee varied^ apid 40 much resf^nbliog America, that I might 
liave imaged myself at home, but for the browp inhabi- 
iputa, and the white aad cream cohMired oxeu, which, in 
4p:i^t numbers were yokedrto loaded wagous; these would 
he stared at for ibeir kf^^^ clumainess, as they were com- 
poaed of small wheels, inKHet^e massiFe carved timbers and 
triissea i^pporting a bed ^planks wbich rise from the centre 
over the wheels at each jmie. 

A Stde Jekuie befona dajrk was anient t^ survey the 
<jty of Pmcmza^ e foi^t^ed oHy of ifctfty th^^mnd i^abi- 
lambs, in the midst of an immense plain^ The public square 
IS omamecited witia two bronze Equestrian statues of Par^ 
mesan dufces^ pi^entiog ithe greatest amowt of bixmze in^ 
whirlwind of motion that I ever saw fixed in statuary. 
These atatues were in front of an old Godiic, town4>aII4ike 
looking buildmgt the name of which I in vain inquired of 
the shopkeepers who had it before tiieir eyes every day» 
Several of the old chBrehea show that the arts were former- 
ly not unknown here, some of the frescoes being executed 
Hi^ith much spirit. The cathedral is a Gothic building, the 
inside of which possesses great grandeur from ttie height of 
its arches, and, the magnitude of its columns. It is profuse^ 
ly ornameirfed with paintingiiw 
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Anotiier long coarse over flie plaiH brought us to Ihe du8 
town of Borgo San Domino^ which is said to be seated on 
the Stirona, a gravel bed for a mountain torrent, wifliout a 
rill of water in it. After a glance at the cathedral, which 
is a curious ancient Saxon Gothic structure, it is only neces- 
sary to saytiiat the residences of sdl the inhabitants look like 
poor-houses, and the poor-house, built by Napoleon, resem- 
bling a palace, is the only ornament of the town. 

A repetition of the long straight level road bro^^t us to 
Parma, after crossing a magnificent bridge of twenty arches, 
ornamented at each end witii marble statuary. It stretches 
over a wide, dry gravel bed, which is said to be sometimes 
a dangeroua torrent, and may then be called the Taro, ai^ 
permanently marked on the maps, and resounded in th^ 
guide books. 

Thus for three days bave we been travelling over the sun- 
ny plains of Italy, with dim mountains perceptible only on 
one side, and not a cloud to mitigate the fervour of a burn- 
ing sun; whilst clouds of dust, which has not been wret since 
February, entirely hide the carriages that pass iis. These 
well cultivated plains are no doubt very pleaasnt to their pro- 
prietors, who care so little for the idle travellers on th^ road, 
that the cropped trees are not suffered to shoot out fheir 
branches witii a little ^ade, as in France; but they pos^ss 
no picturesque beauty, and may well be passed post haste. 
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Parma^ May^th, 

Fabma is enblosed by a wall, which within is embanked 
and pls^nted with tr^es and shrubbery^ with various addition- 
al avenues and groups, togethei^ with the royal gardens, con- 
stituting^ delightful walks and rides for the inhabitants, who, 
otherwise, in tiie burning plain around, could haye little to 
enjoy. The streets are paved with pebbles from the torrent 
CAurse, but are furnished with side walks. The buildings 
generally are old and plain. In the centre of the city, a 
laj^e paved square, surrounded by small shops and a portico 
as an exchange, serves as a OQa;rket place in the morning. 
Another open space is embellished with an elegant new 
theatre, lately built by Maria Louisa^ adjoining her resi- 
dence, wbich is remarkably plain but neat^ and which she 
prefers, to a more splendid palace^ at the extremity of the 
pity, surrounded by elegant gardens. This palace of the 
gardens was inhabited by Napoleon, and contains some good, 
jrescoes by Agostino Caracci, and fine old tapestry from the 
gay compositions of Boucher. 

The qhurches are the principal decorations of the city> 
and, unlike those of Florence, are, with some exceptions, 
finished outside* Within, they are generally of a grand, 
9nd simple style of architecture, but the pilasters, walls, 
ceilings and arches are too profusely covered with paintings 
dud gildings in a crowded and confused style, in which it 
is a difficult task to hunt out the best designs of Parmigiano 
and his scholars. To one who has visited Naples and Rome, 
it is no novelty to find the marbles in these churches rich > 
and well wrought; but the statuary is evidently too much 
^ected by the Parmigianlno taste. 
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The painting by Correg^o on the cupola of the Cathedrat 
I did not find so much damaged as I expected; but so smali^ 
(being only about thirty^x feet in diameter) so high and so 
dark, that it was impossible to distinguish any thing well 
from the pavement of the church, and therefore it appeared 
to me a gross misapplication of extraordinary talents. li 
was only when I ascended the old spiral stairs which led 
behind the base of the cupola, and with difficulty stooped 
to look through little openings like loop holes, that I cottld 
distinctly see some of the beautiful figures of this elabo*- 
rate and boasted composition of Corregio. The paitlting 
on this cupola is not only badly lighted, but much injured 
by circular windows which pierce it in the midst o( the 
figures. The perspective efiects, when viewed from the 
pavement, are certainly false, as they are generally true 
from these little loop holes; where, if the accommodalton 
were better, there Would be much enjoyment in unravelling 
a design which evinces the greatest knowledge of eoloui^ 
light and shade, form and grace of expression. 

In the Church of San Oiovanni Evangelisttfis another 
cupola painted by Corregio, so entirely unilldmibated, that 
I could distinguish neither form nor colour; but the alcove 
over the altar, likewise by Corregio, is well lighted. The 
principal figure, the Madonna^ was cut out of the wall, 
and is preserved in the public library, and its place filled 
with a copy, matching the rest of the paintings in fresco, 
by Parmigiano; but a Copy by Jinnibal Oorae^i^ Which i» 
to be seen in the Rbyal Academy, gives a much better idi^ 
of Corregio, and is more beautiful than eV^n the original iii 
its present damaged stat^. 

The church called the Sioceata is excessively otcrioadidtf 
on its vast expanse of plastered walla^ arches and ceiUngs, 
with the studies of Parmigiano and his schol^»«, among Hab 
bewildering mazes of which I was a loilg tiiiie hunting for 
the figure of Moses breaking the Tables cfihe Ldw, which 
at last I discovered on the narrow edge of the ^reat aTefa 
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Ihftt ^ns the ttlton It stuiek me that ibid lortitfl must faite 
ai!(quired his vioiouil habit of dl^wing his figures too Idtig 
md slender, by working on these narroir pilasters and 
archesi This sublime figare of Moses^ however, althooi^ 
false when literally copied on a plane level with the ey«| 
becomes rightly foreshortened on its curved surface whesr 
it is viewed ttom below. It should be copied as it appeiM 
from the pavement. • 

In thi suppressed Monaster j/ of St Paui, where stHIt 
liumber of old nuns ate eking out their span of life, is « 
ro6m called the Camera di Dianas who is re|>resented on 
a car, ( The Triumph of Chastiit/^) phint/ed on the ehimttey 
wall; and there are sixteen lunettes or Ovals on the coved 
Wling, representing dbildren in various sports, with other 
decorations, all by Corregio. His high reputation seems to 
have satisfied these dau^ters of chastity to be brought un^ 
der the influence of the heathen goddess, by an artist who 
was notoriously fond of painting Danas and Ledas« Thero 
is some beauty in parts of these pictures, and they help to 
Make out the 6um total of Corregio as he is to be known at 
Parma. 

• But the ehefcPc^iM^ey of Corregio, at least here^ Is his HQijf 
Family y called the St4 Oeromej who with his lion deforais 
the left hand side of the picture, where he was placed by 
Corregio> either for contrast or because he did not know 
how else to balance his group and gaih force of colour. 
This picture) which, it is said, cost the government fifty 
thousand ddlars, was one of the most valued ornaments of 
the Napoleon Gkllery at Paris; and is probebly the more 
esteemed sinee its restoration* Corregio's bust is placed 
over the picture. There are in the academy some other 
pictures by this artist, but very inferior to this exquisitely 
^beautiful group. 

The Royal Academy contains but few good pictures: — 
A bad Raphael; two bright but hard Schedonee; a dirty 
Tiiian and colossal Caraecis^ Here are two fine broken 
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and aeyeral statues dug out of the ruins of Velleia. Some 
other rooms, in another part of the building, contain, beside 
ptber antiquities, a great number of articles of brass, stone, 
^0*, found in the recent excavations of that city, which was 
overwhelmed by the fall of a mountain of the Appeniunes 
fourteen hundred years ago, and only recently idisoovered^ 
Among ^hem is a plate of copper about nine feet long an4 
Ibyr wide, covered with an engraved contract for the nou- 
rishment and care of three children of Iheflmperor Trajan* 
One case contains a number of beautiful gold coins of iuci* 
eient Rome, which were found in digging the foundation 
for the New Theatre. 

The rooms containing these paintings and statues, are fit^ 
(ed up fii a noble style and are part of a great ancient pa- 
lace, which, besides the cabinet of antiq^iities, contains an 
elegant and valuable library, and the Tuinous remains of a 
great theatre. That building was large enough to hold nine 
thousand persons: the seats are in the style of the ancient 
amphitheatres, rising from the arena, to the wall, which is 
ornamented with architectural devices and statuary; but the 
whole being of wood, is in a perishing condition, and not 
used since the erection of the New Theatre. 
• I suffered my guide to introduce me into a part of the 
palace occupied by the Arch Duchess, where strangers are 
shown a beautiful model of the bridge which Maria Louisa 
has lately built, and the splendid toilet presented to her by 
the city of Paris, With the cradle of the young Napoleon* 
These articles, chair, wash-stand, mirror frame, table, &C., 
are of solid silver gilt, enriched with lapis lazuli^ and tost 
two millions five hundred thousand francs for the merema-* 
terials, and seven hundred thousand francs for the fashion ox 
making. \ 

At the house of the widow of the celebrated Bodonif we 
were shown the steel stamps of his surprisingly ea^tensive 
sets of alphabets, and splendid editions of classic works in 
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iKteral languages, printed with his types. Among others^ 
several large worics descriptive of the paintings in Parma, 
with an etching of each. 

In a visit to the studio of Toschi^ the celebrated en- 
graver of Grerard's Picture of Henry IV. entering Paris, 
we found him engaged in finishing two large plates of Ra- 
phael's Christ bearing the Cross^ which is at Madrid, 
and Volterra's Descent from the Cross. These he is en- 
graving from beautiful drawings made by himself from the . 
original pictures; an 'advantage not always possessed by the 
engraver, and seldom practised by those of Italy. 

The old Saxon Gothic Baptistery of Parma, adjoining 
the cathedral, looks as if it had been soaked in dirty lamp 
oil. Passing by it when the door happened to be open, I 
found its inside uglier than its outside; yet perhaps it might 
delight some antiquarian. 

Parma offered no temptations to prolong my stay; nor 
does the road to Modena present any thing to be remem- 
bered. Modena might have occupied a longer time, but a 
change of horses and, a short rest only permitted a hasty 
glance at the pictures in the Palace of the Duke. Many of 
them are by the oldest painters, some by names that sound 
well, such as Guido, Garofolo, Guercino, &c. ; but the only 
thing that rewarded me for my trouble was a copy by Che- 
valier Nogari, of Gorregio's master-piece called The Nighty 
which is at Dresden. In no other picture that I have seen, 
where the idea'has been adopted, did the light really appear 
to proceed from the child. 

From Modena the road, still level, passes through fields 
with thickset rows of trees, from which the grape vines are 
'suspended in festoons, giving it a more agreeable character. 
The Appennines, which we had so long seen only at a dis- 
tance, were now close by, and Bologna enjoys the advan- 
tages of the plain on one side and agreeable mountains on 
the other; on one of which appears the Church of the 
Madonna delta Guardia with its covered passage winding 
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iffUm the nountaio to om of tbe city gatM; ^od pa otii«r 
»auAl0 the Church qfSt, Michael in JBascOf and Furiou* 
eleguit yillas. 



Bologna f May 6ih. 

Bologna preaeats tbe aingular character of a cUy com- 
poaed pf streets; with few exceptions; lined with arcades^ 
many of which are of lofty and elegant proportions^and the 
arcbea supported by stone columns; with handsome baae^ 
and capitals^ though gmierally they are of plastered bridle* 
Contrary to expectations derived from the guide boofcs; I 
found tbe streets wide enough for two three, and four car- 
riages to pass. When tp this breadth is added the lYJde 
footways, from ten to fifteen feet on each side; it must b^ 
^affirmed thaJt it is an elegance of accommodation superior Itp 
«ny thing I have seen in Italy, A r^ry few ignoble streets^ 
by the ordinary style of building and clumsiness of the ar<- 
eades might suggest to a eaptious temper sn unfaypurable 
judgment; but in the best portions of tbe city; tbe neat ele^ 
ganee in the style of tbe buildings aod the magnifieenee pf 
the long ranges pf columnated arcades, impressed me with 
jonore pleasure than all the useless trumpery of .ostentatious 
decoration; which characterise the palaces of Epme a^d Na- 
ples, with the exception pf some of their noble court yards. 

The great square is ornamented by a fountain which ra^ks 
as pue of the greatest works pf John of Bologna. It ifi a 6»^ 
cplossal figure pf Neptune standing en a high pedestal^ on 
the corners of which children are seated- The corners of 
the pedestal are rounded off; with athletic, yet graceful wa- 
ter nymphs, each pressing jets pf water from her hr$asj6s; 
the whole eAPr.mpus pyraoiid is pf highly finished bmmy 
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btit, by the action of the air now resembling stone, ibr 
which it is generally mistaken. 

The Academy of the Fine Arts, called the Pinacoieea^ 
is in a spacious building. Several small, and two large ele- 
gant h&Us contain the paintings, which commence with a col- 
lection of little Gothic altar-pieces by the early masters, and 
conclude with the most esteemed works, all altar-pieces, by 
the Caraccis, Guide, Domenichino, and others. 

The laigest and most vaunted picture by Guide, is that 
called 7%e Pieta. It represents a number of monks in the 
lower part, whilst the upper portion consists of a curtain or 
banner, on which is represented a painting of the Virgin 
grieving over the dead body of Christ. It is more care- 
fully drawn than was usual with this artist, hut the colouring 
is cold, and the shadows are black. A smaller pictut'e, though 
of a more 'horrible and revolting subject, the Murder of the 
Innocents^ pleased me infinitely more in the soft glow and 
harmony of its colour, and its forcible expression, particular- 
ly in one child, near the centre of the picture, richly sha- 
dowed, and crying most admirably. The Crudfixioriy by 
Guido, is black and disagreeable; and a large picture called 
the Pallione^ by the same painter, though highly finished, 
offends me by too great an expanse of lead colour and pale 
flesh. But, again, a smaller picture, Sampson triumphant 
over the Philistines^ is of unusual richness and harmony of 
colour, and more in the style of the latest and best works of 
Guido which are at Naples. 

^ Several large pictures by the Caraccis, particularly the 
Nativity of the Virgin and the Transfiguration^ exhiUt 
the grand style of this school, in vigorous form and depth of 
tone ; though deficient in richness, which might occasionally 
hafVe been permitted without degrading them into the orna- 
mental style, as some able critics have feared. Ludovico*s 
Assumption of the Virgin is one of the most rich and har- 
monious. Domenichino 's barbarous Martyrdom of St. Jig- 
nes and his Madonna del Rosario^- composed of savage 
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iiiurderen> distreised saints and crying angeb, exhibits hk 
most elaborate skill and the mechanism of his industrious in* 
genoity. In Guercino^s Si. Oulielmo^ the Virgin and chil- 
dren, and the clouds and angel at her feet, are the most beau- 
tifol things I have ever seen of his work, for grace, ^rit^of 
composition and beauty of c<douring. And in the St. Ceci^ 
lia, by Raphael, though some barbarian brush has repainted 
his clouds of a most injurious blue colour, yet the heads and 
draperies are among the most rich and powerful things he 
ever did. Here is an elegant Portrait of Clement XIIL 
by Raphael Mengs; one of the best works of Vasari, his St. 
Oregorio; and some excellent pictures by Elizabeth Sirani, 
particulariy her St. Antonio. 

The young artists who were at work in the rooms, were; 
as is usual in Italy, copying the worst things; governed by 
the prejudices of blind writers and affected connmsseurs, ra- 
ther than by their own eyes or the judgment of impartial ar- 
tists. 

The Palazzo Zambaccari contains a great number of old 
pictures, which are curious iu the early history of the art, 
bat as little interesting as old black-letter legends. The nu- 
merous rooms contain the names of the most celebrated ar- 
tists, particularly of Bologna; but few of the pictures made 
me desire to dwell on them or see them a second time. They 
are, besides, in bad dirty condition, and dull for want of var- 
nish. 

The Palazzo Mareschalchi^ though less celebrated pos^ 
Besses some pictures that are more agreeable. The count 
bad just finished reading Cooper^s last novel ; spoke of the 
advances we were making in refinement and taste in Ameri- 
ca ; and presented me with a manuscript catalogue of all his 
pictures, with a respectable price annexed to each. 

I had the curiosity to walk through the covered way which 
winds up to the Church of the Madonna delta Cruardia^ 
This portico, or covered passage, composed of six hundred 
and forty arches^ is nothing more than a side wall with seve- 
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ral series of arcades, supported on square columns, all of 
brick, exactly like the covered wajs in the city, sometimes 
open at one side and sometimes at the other. The first por- 
tion of it being level, forms a long and agreeable promenade; 
but the latter portions, steep and occasionally rising with 
steps, become in the length of three miles, extremely fatiguing, 
except to those who, not satisfied with the pious stations 
which occur in the route, deviate at certain distances into 
wine shops and rest over a bottle. You are, however, at 
last well compensated by the extensive view from the top, 
looking down on the entire panorama of Bologna, brown with 
brick tiles, brick steeples and square towers, and, almost en- 
circling it, the sea-like level of the plain as far as the distant 
horizon towards^ Venice. The church, circular outside, is of 
the shape of an elegant Greek cross within, but contains no- 
thing extraordinary. 

A more picturesque walk is obtained to a smaller and near- 
er hill, on which stands the suppressed church and convent 
of St. Michaele in Bo9CO, as it looks down into beauti- 
ful valleys and on hills, decorated with elegant villas. This 
church, library and convent were used by the French as bar- 
racks, and the soldiers nearly destroyed all the frescos by 
Guido and the Caraccis which.covered the walls of an inte- 
rior portico. Just enough remains to show the hand of the 
masters. The unfinished church contains four beautiful groups 
of children, painted by Cignani, which were out of the reach 
of bayonets ; and the ceiling of the library is rich with fes- 
toons of fruit and flowers, and some most animated and vigo« 
rously executed figures by Canuti. No furniture remains but 
a fine organ, reposing in melancholy silence. 

The Cathedral possesses a fresco by L. Caracci, said to 
be his last work; it is the Virgin on the top of one house 
and the announcing Angel on the top of another; and 
another picture, the Delivery of the Keys, to Peter. Many 
other pictures in the churches of Bologna are equally worthy 
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of examination, bat they are in general badly lighted, dirty 
and in want of varnish. 

A great concourse of young nien occupied the arcades, or 
piazza, of the extensive buildings of the Pontifical University, 
waiting for the hour of lecture. I entered the room where 
the professor of physiology was to lecture. Being a few mi- 
nutes past the hour, the students were as noisy as the boys in 
one of our theatres, though they were to receive gratuitous ' 
instruction. The professor, when he entered, seemed to con- 
sider the noise as complimentary. Having found the custode^ 
I was conducted into the various halls, or cabinets ; of natur 
ral philosophy, which are supplied with an extensive and ele- 
gant apnaratus for demonstration; of anatomy, which are 
only inferior to those of Florence in the wax preparations ; 
of antiquities, which possess many articles of peculiar inte- 
rest; and of natural history, enriched with specimens from 
all the kingdoms of nature. The library occupies exten- 
Mve and commodious halls, which presented the unusual spec- 
tacle in Italy of eighty or ninety persons engaged in silent 
study at the various tables. The walls are covered with the 
portraits of learned men and benefactors to the institution. 
In one of the lodges is a monument to the memory of Gal- 
vani, and, in one of the room^, a fine mosaic portrait of Be- 
nedict XIV. Among the philosophical apparatus was a no- 
merous series showing the progress in the improvement of 
barometers, thermometers, air-pumps, galvanic apparatus, &c. 
Among the antiques is a large case of beautiful works in ivo- 
ry, and specimens of the early porcelain of Urbino, with the 
first compositions of Raphael painted on some of them when 
be was but a youth. The animals, though sufficiently nume- 
rous, in the department of natural history, are not well pre- 
served; and the minerals are less splendid tlian those of Flo- 
rence. Here is a mass qf native load-stone from the island 
of Elba v^hich weighs eight hundred and thirty-five pounds. 

Lieaving Bologna to proceed to Venice, vye passed over 
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leyel strai^t roads, between fields well caltiyated, but thin- 
ly inhabited, except, as usual, in ill-looking villages. Here 
tile trees are suffered to grow taller, and the grape vines 
hang between them in large festoons. As we approached 
Ferrara, its old broken brick walls, in part covered with ivy, 
gave an indication of the desolated condition of the city 
they once protected. The idle inhabitants stared as much 
at us, as we at their old cathedral and decayed palaces. A 
number of importunate cicerone followed us, but as the ma'- 
nuscript of Tasso had no charm beyond the last edition of 
his works, and the prison where he was confined could furnish 
no pleasure to our imaginations, we refused their proffered 
services, and returned to our inn of the Three Moors; con- 
tenting ourselves with a plain repast, and the consoling re- 
flection that various crowned heads had likewise dined here: 
facts which are well attested by painted coats of arms, in- 
scribed with royal names and the dates of their visits, and 
put up within the front door in sight of every passenger. 
After seeing these, it would be needless to complain of the 
fare. 

From Ferrara, as we advanced to Francolino, the fields 
became more marshy and difficult of cultivation; and the few 
houses which appeared on the dryest spots were generally 
built of matted reeds and rushes. We drove rapidly through 
the old town, which did not invite a better survey, and were 
deposited on the banks of the Po, a wide and rapid stream, 
the only thing like a river that we had seen since we left the 
Arno at Pisa, and greatly surpassing that. A row-boat took 
us across the river, and committed our baggage to the rigo- 
rous examination of the Austrian custom-house officers, which 
was alternately amusing and vexatious by the minuteness of 
their scrutiny and detention of our passports; though we were 
yet eighty miles from Venice. It was quite dark before we 
started in the mail-boat, taking with us a few cakes, the only 
food we could procure at this frontier of Austria, containing but 
two or three houses. We contented ourselves as well as we 
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could, bj lying wrapped up in our cloaks on leather cushions 
spread among our ba^ge and other goods in a midway store- 
room ; because an ingenious painter had begun to paint, and 
still continued to paint the births of the little cabin, from 
which the powerful smell of white lead reached us in our 
store-room, and rain prevented our remaining on deck. But,: 
as it was a little boat, and six oars were going all night to as- 
sist a strong current, at sun-rise we had descended forty miles 
to a canal which communicated with the Adige, a still more 
rapid river. From this we soon passed, by a short canal, 
rising by means of a lock into the Brenta, only to cross it 
into another canal, whose irregular course passed through 
low grounds and dirty villages, till it reached the wide spread 
and shallow waters of the lagunes, which resemble a deluged* 
plain streaked with mud banks and water plants. Into this 
lagune the muddy rivers carry a deposite of tough lead-co* 
loured clay, which being scooped out of the channels and de- 
posited on the side next the sea, in the course of ages, has 
formed a continuous strip of land or embankment from the 
sea which heaps it up on tbe other side. This crooked strip 
of made land is covered with a surprisingly long succession of 
brick houses, the residence of fishermen, extending four or 
five miles, including a bridge of forty arches, and accommo- 
dated with several handsome churches. It is called Palefr-' 
trina. 

At night, a head wind compelled us to stop at one of the 
fishermen ^s stakes. Unpleasant as this was, it prevented our 
reaching Venice that night, and enabled us the next morn- 
ing to see the queen of th^ ocean, at the extremity of 
the lagune, stretching across, and almost united with this 
mole of fishermen's dwellings. The steeples and domes of 
Venice were relieved by an extensive range of gray moun- 
tains, rising high in the distance, upon the tops of which the 
snow was bright with the rising sun. For many miles our 
boat was towed by a boat with oarsmen, who often got out, 
with naked legs, and dragged the tow lines, sometimes knee- 
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deep in water, and at others labouring through the mud and 
resuming their oars in the boat whenever a deep channel 
crossed their waj. AH around us, except in channels which 
were indicated by ranges of piles or stakes, fishermen were 
seen in the shallows of this great expanse of water, wading 
for crabs and shell fish. 

At length we reached some old walls and ruinous houses, 
the outskirts of Venice, and passing these, opened into a mag- 
nificent harbour, resembling a great river, lined with good 
houses, and animated by a variety of shipping and boats in 
motion. Crossing this great harbour, we approached a point 
of land embellished by a beautiful edifice at the Porto Franco, 
and then opened into another great but less spacious canal. 
In front, the singular but beautiful palace of the doges, and 
the lesser place of St. Msnk were close by, with a fine ter- 
race or wharf extending along the water's edge. As our boat 
pursued its way to the post-office, down the great serpentine 
oanal or river, the magnificence of the palaces, and their pe- 
culiar style of architecture, rich in bold ornaments, balconies 
and sculptures, excited us to frequent exclamations of admi- 
ration. What must have been their beauty when Venice 
was in her full glory, and these marble palaces were new or 
in bright repair? From many which were built of brick, 
the plastering was falling off, and others, with broken win- 
dows, were uninhabited: yet, as an evidence of renovation, 
since Venice has been made a free port, we passed a lai^e 
new edifice, rising from an old foundation, and others under- 
going repair.. 

The Gondola^ about which so much is said and sung, is a 
ferry-boat, very much resembling an Indian canoe, floating 
lightly on the water, and rising pointed at each end, the front 
being ornamented with a large sharp-edged piece of iron, 
something like a battle-axe. In the centre are cushioned 
seats, with an arched covering of black cloth, where two 
grown persons and two children may conveniently sit, or, on 
an emergency, six grown persons may squeeze together, either 
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with open door and side windows, or closed with glass or 
black Venitian blinds. The boatmen, without a rudder, and 
only one oar at his right side, stands on the little deck of his 
narrow stem, and bearing his weight on his oar, which sel- 
dom rises out of the water, not only urges the gondola strai^t 
onwards, but bj dexterous movements, which are practised 
from infancy, turns it in all directions with surprising facility 
and accuracy. 

Having reached the post-ofBce, and assorted our baggage, 
we entered one of these gondolas and returned to the Hotel 
de PEurope, which we had passed on entering the port. I 
found that the use of one oar produced an unpleasant rock- 
ing of the boat, to which those are not subject who employ 
an additional boatman at the front of the canoe, whose oar, 
striking simultaneously with the other, at opposite sides, cor- 
rects flie evil, and it affords the advantage of greater speed 
when long excursions are to be made. We landed on marble 
steps rising a few feet out of the water to a vast hall, in which 
the light gondola, when only for private use, may be deposited; 
first divested of its covered chamber, which two men lift off 
the seats and carry up. 

It had begun to rain before we entered Venice, and a mist 
obscured the magnificent mountains which we had seen at 
sun-rise stretching beyond and extending far over the low 
lands of the adjoining continent. As it cleared up, however, 
the view from our elevated balcony, of splendid edifices 
stretching in various directions into the broad expanse of wa-- 
ters was as delightful as it was novel. 
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P'enice^ May \^tJu 

I WAS impatient to visit the Academy of Fine Arts^ to 
which a rocking gondola soon conducted me on the main ri- 
ver, for it conveys an imperfect idea of this wide channel, 
which in a serpentine form divides^the city, to call it a ca* 
nal. A little back from the water's edge, a great mass of 
an old and altered monastery presented a small, new and 
handsome front as an entrance to the Academia delle belle 
•drte^ denoted in lar^e letters across the front, whilst on 
the top of the building, in colossal proportions, and newly 
sculptured in white marble, the genius of the arts sits grace- 
fully at the side of the Venitian lion. 

Inscriptions over various doors, around the court and in 
tiie corridor, indicate the entrance to the schools of draw- 
ing, anatomy, perspective, sculpture, &c. above which we 
found the halls for the preservation of the most esteemed 
pictures belonging to the government, most of which are 
altar-pieces. Two of these halls are of great size, and fur- 
nished with skylights; and two others are to be added, for 
the display of six hundred pictures now hidden in a store- 
house. 

The first lai^e room, badly lighted by side windows, be- 
sides several other pictures of inferior merit, contains the 
Miracle of St. Mark^ by Tintoretto, the ^Assumption of 
the Virgin, by Titian, the Marriage at Cana, by Padua- 
nino, and the Fishermanj presenting the ring to the doge, 
by Paris Bordonone. The Assumption of the Virgin, which 
was only of late rescued from total destruction behind the 
candles of an altar, is much injured, and badly restored, in 
parts, by black masses of colour, abhorrent to the palette of 
Titian; but the best preserved portions, especially the an- 
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gel children who encircle the Virgin in the upper part of 
the picture, have a tone and powerful depth of colour, espe- 
cially in the shadows, which belong alone to Titian, and 
above all in this picture. There is nothing athletic in them, 
but they are animated, vigorous, sun-buirnt mortals, miracu- 
lously sporting among the clouds; and owing more to Ti- 
tian's pencil, than the peasant girl, representing the Virgin, 
who stands in the midst of them, astonished at the prospect 
that opens before her. The lower part of the picture is 
filled with rather a wild mass of apostolic men, among whose 
black heads and sooty draperies, some finely finished parts 
. and some folds of rich colour may be selected. 

At the opposite end of the room, the miracle of St. Mark, 
which, if seen first, astonishes by its force of colour, truth 
of drawing, and vigour of expression, loses something of its 
wonted effect, when compared by alternate glances, with the . 
unrivalled force of the Assumption. 

A room beyond this contains some interesting bronzes, 
some fine studies of cherub heads, by Titian, and a vase con- 
taining the right hand of Canova. His left hand is preserved 
at Rome, his heart embalmed in the church of the ,Fratri, 
and his body at his native village of Pasagno. Thus proud 
is Italy of the celebrated sculptor whom she claims as her 
son. 

Passing through long corridors, lined with prize drawings 
of the academic pupils, and a great collection of architectu- 
ral designs, by Queringhi, a Venitian artist* who died in Rus- 
sia, we entered the two great new halls, in which, I think, 
the most interesting picture is the Presentation of the Fir" 
gin, painted by Titian, at the age of eighty. It is some- 
what less forcible, but apparently not injured, and much 
more harmonious than the Assumption. The rooms contain 
other excellent pictures by Paul and Charles Veronese, Pa- 
duanino, Bonifacio, &:c. 

A small room preserves a number of framed original draw- 
ings, by the old masters; and commodious sky-ligbted balls 
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contain plaster casts of the finest antique statues for the use 
of students. 

Returning from the academy, instead of re-entering the 
gondola (by which practice travellers go away with the idea 
that Venice is all canal,) I traversed a great number of little 
streets, remarkably clean, and crossed many neat little brid'ges, 
builtof mar]|j>le| just high enough for a gondola to pass under; 
and remarked that the canals which penetrated all parts, 
were perfectly sweet and clean, having scarcely any thing, 
and nothing at all offensive, floating on their surfaces. When 
I arrived again at the edge of the great canal, opposite my 
lodgings, a gondola took me across. 

Numerous a§ the canals are, and they amount to one hun- 
. dren and forty-seven, besides the two great ones, the number 
of solid, convenient, flag-paved streets, that penetrate the 
compact assemblage of houses, amount to two thousand one 
hundred and eight, and afford the utmost facility for walking 
to every part of the city. These crqps the canals by bridges 
which connect the streets; with these exceptions, that the 
great serpentine channel which divides the city into two near- 
ly equal portions, can only be passed at one spot, on the Ri- 
alto, a bridge of about one hundred feet span; and that the 
great harbour, where ships of war, and merchant vessels lie, 
can only be crossed in boats, to a smaller section of the city, 
and to various islands. 

The chief objects of interest are situated on the borders 
of the broadest waters, where they give magnificence to the 
city, and enjoy the advantages of air and light; and these be- 
ing most conveniently visited by water, the stranger who 
wishes to hurry away soon, more readily accomplishes his 
purppse byhiring a gondola by the day, and remains with 
the impression that all the houses rise out of the canals. 
Originally built dtx seventy-six mud banks, or islands of va- 
rious extent, the houses gradually encroached on the water 
till it was reduced to the mere convenience of a qanal for 
the removal of heavy articles, for no horses nor carriages of 
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any kind are used in Venice. These mud-banks, which form 
in the lagunes, and appear at low water^ between the navi- 
gable channels through which the waters circulate, are of 
tough clay, into which piles are driven, and these being cut 
off below low water mark are sufficient to bear the moftt 
solid structures of stone. Yet it may be perceived that 
many of the old buildings are out of the perpendicular, as 
well as the great tower in the public place. It is, however, 
surprising with -what solidity the great palaces have been 
built, which have stood uninjured for centuries. 

The stranger is generally prompted to pay his first visit to 
the Place of St. Markj and the more so, as the hotels most 
frequented are in the vicinity, whence he can conveniently 
visit it and the adjoining objects of interest on foot It is a 
lai^e enclosure, resembling the Palais Royal of Paris, but 
paved with smooth flags in the centre, surrounded at three 
sides with buildings of uniform and noble architecture. The 
arcades, paved with marble, are lined with shops and coffee- 
houses, only inferior to those of Paris. The fourth side of 
the .place is ornamented by the cathedral, which fronts it, 
leaving broad communications to other places, buildings, 
courts, quays and streets. The Cathedral, a low building, is 
a beautiful and singular assemblage of Arabic and Gothic 
architecture, enriched with a multitude of small columns, 
ISaxon arches, pointed turrets, and Turkish domes, entirely 
built of coloured marbles, and mosaic pictures, which fill up 
the front arches. Above the door stand the four bronze 
horses, still retaining a great portion of their original Greek 
gilding, which were brought from Constantinople, when it 
was conquered by the Venitians, in 1204; they were taken 
to Paris by Napoleon, and, after nineteen years absence, re- 
stored to tibeir consecrated stations in 1816. The interior 
of this church has a gloomy and antiquated aspect, though it 
is entirely lined with rich marbles, or coated with mosaic 
gildings, and pictures; some of these are from the composi- 
tions of celebrated painters, and not badly executed, but in- 
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j«red in their effects by barbarous golden grounds. It is 
filled with curious bronzes, and marble statues, columns, &c. 

A richly sculptured archway, at the side of the church, 
connects it with the Ducal Palace, which fronts the Piazetta 
or little place of St. Mark at one angle, and the open har- 
bour on the other; presenting a singular and rich effect of 
low columns supporting Gothic arches and galleries, and 
walls richly decorated with Gothic windows, openings and 
sculptures. The court within this immense palace of the 
doges we found crowded with merchants, among whom were 
some fine looking groups of Armenians. Two wells, like 
circular altars, of sculptured bronze, in the centre of the 
court, are frequented by sturdy women who carry its- water 
about for sale in copper buckets, but the best water is 
brought in tanks from the main land. 

A flight of marble steps, called the Giant's Stairs, from 
the two presiding statues of Mars and Neptune^ conducts 
to a landing place, where the doges were crowned in pre- 
sence of the people, and to the magnificent golden stair case, 
which rises to the great council, senate, and audience cham- 
bers, and other rooms and vestibules to a prodigious extent, 
and in a surpassing style of grandeur. The ceilings are en- 
riched with bold carvings and stuccoes gilded, which serve 
as frames in numerous compartments, to precious paintings, 
the best and noblest works of Paul Veronese, and Tintoret- 
to, infinitely superior to any thing by those artists which are 
elsewhere to be seen. They possess, indeed, a majesty of 
compo^sition, a boldness of contour, and richness of colour- 
ing, that astonished as much as they delighted me. Besides 
these glorious works of Veronese, Tintoretto, and Titian, 
the walls are covered with great pictures representing the 
battles and other interesting events in the history of Venice, 
painted by Vigentino, Zucchero, Pdma, and other inferior 
artists. These pictures are valued, not for their beauty, but 
as recording the portraits of distinguished personages, modes 
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of war&re, costume, and other peculiarities among the an- 
cient Venetians and Turks. . 

Several of these great halls are now used as the depository 
of a valuable library of eighty thousand volumes, and many 
marble statues, Jbusts, and pieces of ancient sculpture, for 
which there is not room in the Academy of the Fine Arts. 
In the senate chamber, and the hall of audience, the cushions 
remain on the seats where the doges, senators, and ambassa- 
dors sat, preserved only to be stared at. 

From these scenes of proud pretended republican magni- 
ficence, we returned to the court yard, and descended into 
the dungeons which served as the foundation of this splendid 
palace, and which were thrown open by order of Napoleon. 
We stooped through the low openings, now divested of their 
double doors of iron, and entered several of these dark little 
cells, on the walls of which still remain the writings scratched 
• by various prisoners. We were shown thie chamber where 
victims were strangled, and the passage, now walled up, 
through which their bodies were conveyed in the night to a 
boat which bore them away on a silent and trackless path. 
The upper chambers, lined with thick planks, appeared to 
be very dry; but the lower ones were damp, and others still 
lower, but now closed up, were said to be quite wet. We 
returned to the day light, quite satisfied that no secret infor- 
mation, nor mysterious council of ten could now detain a 
fellow mortal in such wretched abodes. 

The fine oblong Place of St. Mark is deformed at one 
corner by a tall, square tower, built of brick, but orna- 
mented at its base and near its top by works of marble, es- 
pecially the elaborate sculptures on the lodge which embel- 
lishes one side of its base. The ascent within the tower 
is a gentle slope, with but few steps in the angles, to a bel- 
fry, a spacious open kind of piazza, built of massive mac- 
hie columns, pilasters and balustrades, very little more than 
half way to the pinnacle, which was added to this tower to 
increase its useless height, whilst it deforms its character. 
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They boa'st of it being three hundred feet high^ but the vi- 
siter can only reach about one hundred and seventy feet to 
the belfry^ whence he may look down upon the spacious 
piazza, the roofs of the royal palace and its six InteHor 
courts, the four domes of the cathedral, the immense quad- 
rangle of the Palace of the Doges and the Piazzetta which 
connects the great place of St. Mark with the beautiful 
quays, at whose edges the water scarcely ever rises or falls 
more than a foot 

From this elevation the city of Venice appears little else 
than one compact mass of brown tiles, among which not a 
single street nor canal can be distinguished, except a small 
portion of the opening into the great canal or rather chan- 
nel, immediately below the eye, and in connexion with the 
broad harbour extending to a long strip of buildings, which, 
with the island of St. George, nearly encircle it. Around 
this dense mass of Yenitian tiles, fantastic chimneys, little 
wooden terraces with a few green fiower^^pots, Gothic spires 
and Turkish bell-shaped domes, were spread out the tran- 
quil waters of the lagune, chequered with numerous spots, 
called Islands, covered with houses, and forming in their 
irregular lines almost an uninterrupted communication with 
the distant land. Beyond the level shores^ appeared the 
hills near Padua and the magnificent mountains of the Ty- 
rol, among which the sun was gloriously setting, so that at 
one moment they presented the resemblance of a sublime 
volcanic irruption. 

Although nearly every thing in Venice may be visited 
on foot, yet to save trouble and the time that would be lost 
by inquiry and search, we commenced our visitation of the 
churches and palaces with the luxurious movement of a gon- 
dola. In this excursion it was very evident that, with few 
exceptions, such as the grand canal and a few others which 
pass in front of good houses and are sometimes skirted 
with a foot pavement, they must be considered only as pri- 
vate alleys or back passages, in yvhich the I'ough ill-looking 
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houses rise immediately out of the water, with doors and 
passages to communicate with boats for domestic or manu- 
facturing purposes. 

In making the prescribed round of churches, according 
to the best guide-book, composed by "Antonio Quadri, Se- 
cretary of the Imperial and Royal Grovernment and Member 
of the Venitian Athenseum,*^ we entered many churches, 
and walked the rounds of their altars, but found little to 
admire in their dingy pictures, Gothic sculptures, dismal 
tombs, wax madonnas and painted statues with golden 
crowns. 

In the Church of St Pe/cr, though I could not admire 
its black Tintoretto, it was not amiss to look at St. Peter's 
marble chair, of Arabic workmanship, and to admire a 
very beautiful marble figure of Christ attached by copper 
nails to a strong wooden cross. The only objects in the 
Church of St. George the Greater worth visiting are the 
stalls or seats of the canons round the semicircular choir be- 
hind the great altar, which were carved in oak by Flemish 
artists in a style of great richness and elegance. The Greek 
Church of St. George may be very solid, but we did not 
think it elegant, nor did we admire its interior ornaments; 
but we were much interested in witnessing some peculiarities 
in the priesthood. Mass was performing at an altar hidden 
behind a screen, whilst a bearded priest, with long hair 
flowing over his shoulders and down his back, offered in- 
cense first to the altar, then to the priests and members of 
the congregation, and, finally, with much politeness saluted 
us, strangers as we were, with his smoking censor and an 
inclination of his head: it would have been unpolite not to 
how in return. 

The church which concluded this Sunday?s excursion, ex- 
ternally one of the brightest ornaments of Venice, at the en- 
trance of the great canal, is that of St. Maria delta Salute. 
It is a singular composition of orders and fancies, and loaded 
externally with ornamental scrolls and statues. Within, it is . 
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of pkiin plastered walls, but its loftj arches attd dome pos- 
sess a character of simplicity and grandeur. The altar, of 
white marble, is a composition of various figures and a group 
on the summit, representing Venice interceding with the Ma- 
donna, whiM a beautiful angel boy, with a flambeau is driving 
away a hideous pestilence. At one side of the altar Btands 
' 80 laiige and rare a candelabrum of bronze Ihat tliey liave 
been unable to find a companion for it. Tt is composed of the 
richest sculpture, and terminates with a beautiful Chvup af 
the Three Graces supporting the socket for the Kght. The 
good priest who showed me these things seemed to be aS 
much deKghted witti the Graces as I was. Behind the aftar, 
the stalls for the canons, though less extensive and elaborate 
than those of St. George the Greater, are very beautifvl, an^ 
gek and children composing the arms of the seats. The sa- 
cristy possesses a ceiling painted by Titian, representing the 
Death of •^bel^ which shows astonishing vigour of compo** 
sition and colouring; particulariy as the figures ate not hid- 
den with his usual masses of ilraperj-. In a lai^e picture by 
Tintoretto, finely coloured, he has kiftoduced a beawrtiful pet^ 
spective row of Y^nitian ladies, who are honouring with 
^ir presence The Marriage Supper at Canatn GetRIee. 
A fine picture in the body of fbe church is by Titian^ rept^ 
senting the Descent ^f the Holy Gh^st^ But the especisd 
bc^ast of this church, is in possessing three tai^ge altar-pvecei 
by Luca Giordano, the Presentuti&fi^ the Jissun^tumy and 
the Birth of the Virgin Mary. Jn these magnificent pic- 
tures, Luca succeeded in restraining the ordinary fury of Jiis 
btush, and produced pictures that wilt bear a comparison 
with the best of his cotemporaries^ 

In the leisure and excitement of a Sunday afternoon the 
place and arcades of St Marie becanne lively with the fashion 
and curiosity of Venice; among which liie gay model of Pa- 
ris were less to be admired than the fine features and rich 
oomplexioiis of the descendants of those men and women 
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who served as models to the glowing pencils of Titiao, Ve- 
ronese and Tintoretto. In the evening the crowd still thick- 
ened, enjoying the soft mildness of a sea atmosphere, aad 
basking in the blaze of patent lamp-light which attracted them 
around the cofiee-houses; whilst a fine band of military mu- 
sic^ stationed in the centre of the place^ with music books 
and lamps, greatlj increased the popular enjoyment, at the 
expense of the government 

Pursuing the regular survey of Venice, and commencing 
with the grand canal from the Piazza of St Mark, and the 
royal palace with its little garden on one side of the water, 
and the ornamental temple, transit custom-house, and the 
magnificent Church of Santa Maria della Saluta on the 
other, we passed in review on both sides of the river-like ca- 
nal, in a length of two miles, a great number of elegant pa- 
laces, intermingled with some ordinary buildings, all in a de- 
gree blackened and injured by age and neglect Some of the 
palaces of the ancient noble families are in a grand style of 
architecture, enriched with a profusion of bold sculpture, ac« 
cording to the taste of the tin>es and the peculiar propensity 
of the Venitians to this exuberance of decoration. 

One of the palaces of the Giustiniani family belongs to thef 
artist Schiavoni^ who, with his sons, all painters, occupy and 
ornament it with a number of their own paintings and a col- 
lection of the works of ancient masters which are for sal^. 

At the Palazzo Pisani visiters are shown into a hall ce- 
lebrated for possessing % noble picture by Paul Veronese, re- 
presenting the Family ' of Darius before jllexander^ by 
which it would seem that they were all Venitians in costume 
and complexion, in the niidst of Venitian architecture; jet 
this picture is beautifully composed, and of surprising rich- 
ness of colour and depth of shadow, without blackness. Op- 
posite to it is a picture of the same size, as a companion to 
which it must have been painted, representing the Death qf 
Darius and his White Horse^ painted by Piacetta in a sin- 
gular but forcible style of light and shade. 
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The Barbarigo Palace^ in which it is said that Titian 
died, is reputed to be rich in pictures by him. It is true there 
are many that bear his name, extremely dirty and in bad con- 
dition, that were possibly done by him in sickness or sorrow, 
infancy or imbedility; but I was glad to escape from such a 
profanation of his name^ notwithstanding the guide-books. 

Branching off into a smaller canal, and passing a beauti- 
ful balustraded bridge, we stopped at the Manfrini Palace^ 
where an extensive collection of pictures and curious works 
of art are opento visiters twice a week. We found the rooms 
occupied by several companies, chiefly Englfsh and French. 
The picture most esteemed here, by Titian, the Dead Body 
of Christ borne away^ did not much please me, as being 
too rigid in the drawing and unharmonious in the colour- 
ing. The various rooms are filled with curious pictures by 
ancient painters who led the way to greater excellence and 
more pleasing productions. Here are some good Flemish 
paintings; a fine Portrait by Rembrandt; a beautiful St. 
Cecilia by Carlo Dolce; and the richest specimen of the 
glowing pencil of Giorgione I have yet seen. It represents 
himself, his son^ and the head and neck of a female, said 
to be his wife, but which is instantly recognised as the 
Flora of Titian^ presenting an enigma not easy to unra- 
vel, for the wife of Giorgione was not the mistress of the 
Medici, nor could Giorgione have copied his wife from the 
Flora of Titian. The probability is, that Titian, the pu- 
pil of Giorgione, justly admiring this Head of Giorgione^s 
Wife, adopted it not only for his Flora^ but the figure im- 
properly called the Mistress of Francis L in the National 
Gallery at Paris. 

The marble steps, landing place and fair front invite you 
,to enter the church of the barefooted Carmelites, vrhiiAi 
surprises you by the richness and grandeur of its interior. 
The chief altar and six side chapels were built by seven no- 
ble Venitian families, who enriched them with the most 
costly marbles, elegant sculptures and fresco paintings, pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



4ueing a eombination of surprising riohnes»— the. loan of 
ostentatious wealth to swell the pride of beggars. 

It was necessary to obtain a written permission from the. 
police to visit the Arsenal at one of the extremities of Ve<- 
Qjce* The entrance is by a marble gateway, embellished, 
with several statues in. marWe^ and guarded by two enor^ 
moiis and various other Uons. A colonel commandanthaving 
countersigned our order, we were escorted by a stupid oldr. 
man over the extensive but little occupied premises* Only 
Qne small tender ftoated in its basin,^ and a brig of twenty 
guns and a schooner were oh the stocks. Enough work 
i^ras going on in the various departments to keep up aknow-* 
ledge of 'the different operatioos, and eyen two. brass ean-> 
noo.had been cast only the week before. The accommo-^ 
dations fpr preparing timber and building, makiog cordage,, 
apuhocs and other iron works, tuuning,. &c. were in spar 
cious buildings. The Giardino delle bc^lk, or the. Gardf^n. 
of Bi^Uets> is an enclosure with gravel walks and various 
's)iaped bedS), with, fancy piles of iron baJls. But the mosd 
iliteresting parts of the establishment were, the hall, con- 
taining, among other models, that of the Bucentaur, fte 
zpsgnificent galley of the doge, and two halls curiously de- 
corated with ancient and modern armour, including many 
artiples taken from the Turks, tlje armour worn hy. Henry 
IV.. of France, and other complete suits, among which; was 
one for a little boy, found under the ramparts at Pavia^. 
Hjere, too, are the bows and arrows, battle-axes, maces and. 
great double-handed swords, used by various nations living 
on the Mediterranean before the invention of gunpowder; 
and many curious and degantly ornamented guns, pistols, 
and cannons, suQh as were used after its invention, together 
with a leathern mortar. All the hard work at the arsenal 
is performed by prisoners, coupled in heavy chains, whose 
horrible clank can never harmonize with reformation.. 

On leaving the arsenal we landed at the public garden^ 
delightfully planted with trees and. shrubbery, and laid out in 
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waUcS) comEOiBiiidu^g fine view^ o£ thiQ towii^ sqg^ and islsmd^ 
Tben re-enbarkiDg and crossing a consideralile expanse of 
water, beyond an island where a poor-house i» established, 
vm reaahed the Island of St Lazarus, whece, there ia a. 
convent of learned Armenian monks. We were conducted 
into the. ^bwicb where they^were assembled ai massi.the to*^ 
oal miisic of wbich resembled the chanting of the Jews aft 
it^hom* Some of tiie old men bad venerable beards*. Af-^ 
ter service, a .young monk, of polite .manners^ who spoke. 
Eng^sh, conducted us over die establishment into the library,, 
which possesses ten, thousand books; showed us various anr 
cient maauscriptsy particularly in the n^at Armenian: charaiCL^^ 
ters; their printing office, the work of whiph is done by Ita-^ 
lians, who have learned the Armenian, alphabet;;, and the 
school jQooms, where a few youths are educated,, makings to^ 
getber with, the monks,.a. total, number of sixty persons; We 
were shown various. elegant editions of books, in different 
£qiM)pean and £lastem languages^ which they particularly 
^dy for the purpose of translating and. publishing such, 
works ^s have a tendency to improve the coi^dition of their 
nation, depressed under the Turkish government It took 
our gondolier an hour to return to the place of St. Mark, 

The Church o/St. John and Sf. Pau/, whose piazza is 
ornamented with an Equestrian statae of Colleonif a cele* 
hrated Venitian genera), and one of the first who made us^ 
of cannon, is remarkable for the number of curious, old^, 
^nd magnificent monuments it. contains to the memory, of 
distinguished men; Morosino,.who. took Constantinople,, and. 
iiefused the crown of the eastern. empii:e;Valiari,.&c.. This 
^urcb possesses the celebrated picture by Titian, called Pe^ 
ier the Martyr,, which was taken to Paris, and restored, to; 
the. church after Napoleon^s abdication. This picture, in> 
the dark recess of a side chapel,, appears- to less advantage, 
than it did. in <he gallery of Paris. The lower part ofv Uiq 
picture never much pleased me, but the ujgper portion,, 
thougb rather dadc, possesses great grandeur and b^uity* 
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The Church of the Jesuits^ whose walls, columns, pave- 
ment, and draperied pulpit, are curiously fashioned of white 
marble, inlaid with verd antique, likewise possesses a cele- 
brated picture by Titian, the Martyrdom of St. Lorenzo^ 
whose athletic forms and rich colouring appear dark and dir- 
ty in contrast with the white candles wfiich malevolentiy 
stand in front of it. The Tabernacle of tfie great altar is 
composed of white marble, and much lapis lazuli, under a 
canopy sppport^d by eight elegant twisted columns. Under 
the steps of this altar lies the body of Mansini, the last doge 
of Venice. A rich chapel, and part of the church are 
wainscotted with carved walnut, of a bold and striking cha- 
racter. 

Palladio is the boast of Venice, and his skill in architec- 
ture no doubt contributed largely to its embellishment ; for 
it required some knowledge of building to convert the mud 
banks of the lagunes into noble palaces and churches; yet 
the Church of the Redeemer^ which is called his master- 
piece, in no respect pleased me, except fof solidity. It con- 
tains, however, one good painting by Tintoretto. 

The Church of St. •Sebastian^ besides a good picture 
by Titian, and a beautiful one by Palma, is filled with the 
works of Tintoretto, dark* dirty, and uninteresting; except 
one in the centre of the sacristy ceiling; yet here he chose 
to be buried, and above; his tomb-stpne is a fine bust of 
bim. . 

The magnificent haHs and Church of the Confraternity 
of St. Rochy are profusely covered with the labours of Paul 
Veronese^ which occupied him eighteen years. It appears 
to have been the school in which he was practising to fit 
himself for better works. They are boldly, but les^ carefully 
executed than his fine performances in the palace of the 
doges. Here is a fine Presentation^ by Salviati, arid a Si. 
Catherine^ by Palma. But this church, so rich in curious 
old monuments, is chiefly interesting to a lover of the arts, 
as containing the elegant monument erected three years ago. 
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to the memory of Canova; opposite to that it Js intended to 
erect one, designed by Canova to, the memory of Titian^ 
whose plain tombstone, inserted in the pavement at present, 
only bears this inscription: ^' Qui giace il .gran Tiziano 
Uc^lli emulator de Zeuxi e degli n&pelleJ^^ Here lies the 
gn^at Titian Ucelli the rival of Zeuxis and Appelles* As I 
stood over this inscription, and was contemplating the nphl^ 
monument to Canova, the great organ poured out a strain of 
magnificent melody, that harmonized with my feelings, and 
increased the thrill of melancholy admiration. 

Nothing among the articles manufactured at .Venice strikes 
the visiter so much as the vast amount and beauty of the 
bags, purses, shawls, scarfs, &;c., made of coloured beads. 
It was therefore interesting to visit the manufactories of this 
article on the island of San Muriano, where glass of all 
kinds is manufactured. I was astonished to see a lump of red 
hot glass on the end of an iron rod, after being opened into 
the form of a thick cup by one man, and its mouth stuck to 
a mtass of hot glass on a rod held by another man, immedi- 
ately brought near the ground, and the men rapidly receding 
from each other, converting it in a. few moments into a thin 
tube one hundred and twenty paces long. A slow walk 
leaves the tube thick, whilst a rapid movement extends it 
finer; and the finest is made by running. This cord of 
spun glass rests on strips of wood, three or four feet apart, 
to which the hot glass adheres sufficiently to prevent its 
bending to the ground; so that it cools perfectly straight* 
The workn^en, as they return from drawing it, raise it with a 
hook of the remaining glass on the rod, from its attachments, 
and remove it a few inches back, where the long range of 
threads resemble a ropemaker's. 

These tubular threads are afterwards c<||^ into lengths of 
about thirty inches, and taken into rooms where they are 
chopped into bits suitable for beads. These are assorted into 
sizes by sieves, after which they are rubbed in ia moist mix* 
ture of powdered flint and charcoal, which fills up the holes 
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in them to {)feveiit their dosing^ b j heat, and put into irflxn^ 
den of iron, wUch are kept revolving in Kttie fornates, tiii« 
IH ibty are aofficientlj roanded, when fhej m^ Ukrown out 
to cool intend.- These beads are* of all sizes and colonic; 
it appeared to me that ail the inhabttairts of the ishfiid, wtkk^ 
is reiy popQlous, as it contains several churches, are engaged 
in the manufactory, stringing and i¥0t4king of these beads. 
It is only by such an extent of ^be work that articles of aria 
manu&etare can be afforded so dieap as they ate *at ¥effice. 

After obsenring the modes i>f living in this most singular 
of citieS) it is natural to inquire bow the dead are disposed 
of. In a remote insular situatron of the water^bound city, 
we were conducted by our gondolier to the Campo Sanit^y 
where, instead of -a watery grave, dry vaults of solid mason- 
17 in hc^y ground, raised above high water mark, are pre- 
pared for those who can purchase them; but our dtifl gondo* 
Ker corid not ixiferm us where the va^ mukitude were bu^ 
rnedy nor what, became of those who died wiHiout means* 
This Campo Santo being oew, was not yet ani^lted wfth 
aculpto^d mumBNAts. 

HaTfDg atgeffed aealB in the diHgence tor Mikcn^ we dssem* 
Med at an office on the watier's ed^, aiiid at midnight in a 
lai^ covered row boat, proceeded across the la^ne 4o 
MasStre on the main land, five miles distant, "cvhere, at day« 
lights we found the stage ready to receive us. Here travel- 
lers leave their horses and carriages^ which would be usdess 
IB Venice^ ' though Lord Byr^n enjoyed ihe luxury of Ma 
horse, by short rides in one street which leads to. the public 
garden. Itie level grounds about Masstre, which are drained 
with ditebes, seem to offer little^ enjoyment of rural life, yet 
We passed many country seats to wfatcfa the nobility of ¥e* 
nice^li resort «£>r the pleasures of liding And gardening. 
Hie statuary which decorates the gateways •of many of tb^ie 
villas is ^ien of a singularly burlesque aad vulgar ckt^ 
racter. 

Our pause at Padtm was only sufficient for us to refiatack 
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ttat it resembled Bologna, but with less elegance, in its ar- 
caded streets; that the court yard of its famous university 
was singularly lined with the coats of arms of its titled stu- 
dents; and that its hall of justice was indeed an immense 
room, being three hundred feet long, one hundred wide, and 
one hundred high* 

At Vicenzaj we had scarcely put our feet to the ground, 
before we were assailed by several ciceroni, who offered to 
show us all the buildings constructed by Palladio, who was 
bom here, and who indeed has much embellished the city 
with palaces and goodly rows of columns. 

We entered the strong fortifications of Verona^ before 
sun-set, and had time to run over some of its ancient streets, 
on one of which, as summer houses in a garden, stand the 
Gothic tombs of the Scaligeru The old amphitheatre, in- 
ferior in size and beauty to the Colosseum, is of extraordina- 
ry strength and massiveness. Only part of the high outer 
wall remains, and the arches all around are used as shops 
and manufactories. To see the interior, we had to buy tick- 
ets of admittance to a play that was then performing in a 
little theatre,. temporarily fitted up within the arena. The 
seats within this immense oval are huge blocks of marble,* 
and the whole kept in perfect repair, giving a good idea of 
the nature of these structures. 

The country, insensibly rising as we advanced, becomes 
more agreeable to the eye, by the greater variety of trees 
and better cultivation of the soil, and a nearer prospect of 
the Alps, which bound this immense plain on our right hand. 
Along the whole road, men, women and children, were busy 
in collecting bags full of mulberry leaves to feed their silk 
worms, stripping the trees entirely naked, and afterwards 
trimming the branches. 

As we approached the Lake of Qarda^vre met num« 
bers of military with their baggage wagons as in time of 
war, and shortly after were surprised to find that the high 
road conducted us over draw-bridges, and through gates intp 
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the walls of the strong fortress of Peschiera^ whose ditches 
or canals are filled with the waters of the lake into which 
the fortress projects. A little beyond this, at the vills^e, 
We enjoyed the full expanse of this beautiful lake which ap- 
pears to terminate in the midst of stupendous mountains di- 
rectly opposite. 

At Brescia we had time only to hasten to the Church of 
SL ^jffra, to see a good picture by Titian, of the jidulte^ 
rous Woman brought to Christ; and a splendid one by 
Paul Veronese^ of the Martyrdom of St •djffra. A sen- 
sible priest, of his own accord, kindly removed some candle- 
sticks and flowers which injuriously hid the. lower part of the 
picture. 

As night approached, we drove along the fine canal which 
leads from the Lake of Com^. Many fields were over- 
flowed for the culture of rice. Along the canal we remarked 
with admiration posts of granite on which bars of granite 
rested, about nine or ten inches square and six feet long» 
making a beautiful rail fence. We entered Milan through a 
long broad street, gay with numerous coffee-houses, passed 
the shadowy grandeur of the great Cathedral, and were glad 
to rest at the Hotel Suisse. 



Milaitf May 22d. 

The short stay which 1 permitted myself here, allowed 
but an imperfect opportunity of comparing it with other Ita- 
lian cities. It is well built, smoothly paved, and kept remark- 
ably clean, and there is an air of activity and content among' 
the inhabitants. Sunday afternoon the streets were thronged 
with people paying social visits, or going in families to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON ITALY. 999 

public walk, which is situated near the city gate, to enjoy its 
delightful shades and the gambols of their children, or to see 
the parade of carriages, which pass up and down the broad 
street which makes the corso of Milan. Here" are nume- 
rous coffee-houses; but neither coffee nor ice cream appear 
to be so much called for as beer, which is very cheap, and 
perhaps innocent. 

The Cathedral^ though I had seen good engravings of it, 
much surpassed my expectations in the beauty of its Gothic 
ornaments, and the profusion of its bright towering pinna- 
cles; on each of these stands a statue of full size, besides a 
vast number of historic statues on trusses around the whole 
of its vast circuit. The interior is less beautiful, though of 
grand proportions; and its walls, of mottled marble, are pos- 
sessed of few ornaments and no pictures of any value. 

Four hundred and sixty-eight steps conduct you nearly to 
the top of the great spire above the cupola. The i-oof is a 
surprising work of marble covering, balustrade, pinnacle, 
statue, and Gothic work, so well finished, as to bear a close 
inspection, throughout the wonderful extent and number of 
its parts. Several spires are wanting to complete the plan, 
which is still in progress, from the example of Napoleon. 

The Palace of the Jlrts and Sciences is a vast building, 
but the apartments appropriated to the collection of pic- 
tures can boast of little more than the names of great paint« 
ers. I was best pleased with one large picture by Dome- 
nichino, and Guercino's Abraham dismissing Hagar^ 
which 18 universally admired for its expression. 

It was necessary to see with our own eyes the famous 
Last Supper by Davinci, which we found more visible than 
was expected; but barbarously injured and as barbarously- 
repaired. Contrary to what is generally said, I thought 
the figure of Christ much the best of the picture, and some 
of the^nerit of the original still to be discernible in the 
groups on each side of him. Morghen's beautiful print of 
this composition, and the large drawings of the heads which 
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are published, derived from collateral sources, such as Bos* 
sio's copy which is in the academy here, and an early copy 
which is at Dresden, are much more satisfactory and beauti* 
fuL An Italian artist had just completed a large copy of this 
picture for the king of Sardinia, and, in presence of the so« 
ber tones of the original, had exhausted all the splendours 
of his palette to convert the humble apostles into rich gen- 
tlemen, with much good wine in their complexions. 

At the jSmbrosian Library we were shown a great num- 
ber of pictures of very moderate merit. Perhaps the car- 
toon of RaphaiePs School of wf/Aen^, alone, may be worth 
the trouble of visiting it 

The frescos on the angels of the cupola of La Chiesa di 
St. CielsOf painted by Appiani, who lately died here, are re» 
pated to be good samples of solid fresco painting, but they 
fall much short of the qualities belonging to Domenichino 
in the Church of St. Andrea della Yalle at Rome. 

The historical painter Pala^zi showed us some fine spe- 
cimens of colour. His vast apartments, besides some good 
examples of his own skill, are filled with plasters, apcient 
armour and a large collection of antiquities of which be is 
passionately fond. 

Although all Italy is a school of art, yet Rome is the most 
favo\irable spot for an artist to study the highest excellencies 
of composition and character. The Museums of the Vatican 
and Capitol are filled with the treasures of ancient sculptuirc^, 
composing the richest materials for studying the human figure 
in the most diversified and elegant forms, with drapery, anio* 
mals, vases, columns, bassi relievi, &c. Besides the ehef 
d*oeuvres of painting in the Vatican, the churches abound in 
sublime works, executed by the greatest masters, which, as 
productions of art, must be studied without prejudice against 
them, on account of the absurd or disgusting scenes wfaid^ 
they represent It is for modern artists to employ the prin- 
eiples they may study here, in recording nobler subjects, whe- 
ther of imagination or history. Not the least, too, amoiig the 
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advantages and enjoyments of p,bme is the stimulating in- 
fluence created by its being the residence of so many artists, 
and frequented by amateurs of all nations. At Florence, 
however, greater facilitieii are offered for copying and study- 
ing some of the finest easel pictures in the world. The gal- 
leries of the palaces in Rome may be occasionally seen, but, 
with the exception of the Borghese, seldom admit the ea- 
sel of a painter. The National Gallery and Ducal Palace at 
Florence are only rivalled by the Louvre at Paris in the fa- 
cilities which are enjoyed by artists. 

But neither Rome nor Florence, nor any other city of Ita- 
ly, possesses a school of painting. Their academies teach 
nothing but drawing, which is, indeed, exquisitely fine, and 
productive of the most beautiful engravings ; but painting is 
lekrned without any established practice, or in vicious imita- 
tion ^f that which is erroneous. There is not even a good or 
honest colourman in Rome or Florence, and artists use,. with- 
out system, pigments of which they know not the true names. 
The best painters in Italy are foreigners, who piore eagerly 
seize upon the excellencies they have come so far to study; 
and without them the art would be in danger of being total* 
ly lost where it has so gloriously flourished. 

In regard to the peculiar excellencies which certain pain«» 
ters of past time have shown in their works, nothing has 
xnore puzzled the professors and critics of art It has ap- 
peared to me that although a great deal must have depended 
upon the capacity of the artist and his means of information, 
and a vast deal on the nature of his employment and encou- 
ragement, almost as much advantage has been derived from 
accidental circumstances. The Italians, who enjoy a clear 
sky, and witness in their sun-sets the most glowing colours, 
are surprised that the Hollanders, living in an atmosphere of 
gray mist, should have produced so many excellent colourists. 
I conceive it to have arisen chiefly from that circumstance 
that they were so. A vapoury atmosphere, that reduces all 
colours at a distance to one hue of gray, serves, at the same 
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time, to render every colour which is near, not only more 
distinct, but more agreeably illuminated; but,' under a blue 
sky the shadows are necessarily tinged with blue, and the eye 
becoming accustomed to vivid colours, too easily rests satis- 
fied with the most violent contrasts, both in nature and tiie 
works of art. 

The atmosphere of England, in like manner, has contri- 
buted to produce a good taste in colouring which was con^^ 
finned by the example and authority of Reynolds, who so well 
understood the principles of the Flemish masters. Giorgione, 
Titian and Paul Veronese were, it is true, Italians, and rank 
at the head of good colourists; but the situation of Venice, 
built in the water, essentially softens its atmosphere and com** 
bines the advantages of Holland and Italy. The happy ge* 
nius of Coreggio derived his theory of light and colour certain- 
ly not from his visit to Rome. 

Accidental circumstances have probab|y influenced seve- 
ral, distinguished artists. Vandyck happened to learn the use 
of a certain brown colour from Germany, called Terra de 
Cassel, by which he softened and harmonized his shadows; 
hence the English artists call it Vandyck brown. Holland, 
enjoying the commerce of the East Indies, which furnished 
her with a variety of pigments, likewise produced from her 
owii soil the best quality of madder, from which her che* 
mists and manufacturers procured the richest and most dura* 
ble dyes; and although madder lake is supposed to be a re- 
cent invention, and certainly is only within a few years a co- 
lour that may be purchased in the shops, I think it very pro- 
bable that Van Huysum, and other painters of that country, 
must have known the use of this and other rich pigments, the 
knowledge of which they could not entirely keep to them- 
felves, but which were probably known to Andrea del Sarto 
and the good colourists of Florence. It is not improbable that 
Hie fashion of wearing changeable silks, reflecting opposite co* 
lours in difierent angles, may have influenced the old paint- 
era to represent their blue draperies with red shadows and 
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yellow lights, as in Raphael's picture of the Transfigaration^ 
certain it is that such things being found in the master works 
of the great painters, which are copied with the most scru- 
pulous exactness, even to the most palpable fault, the paint- 
ers of th^ present day in Italy pursue the same system of 
colouring with as much pertinacity as they display in their 
bard-earned accuracy of outline. 

Besides, the revival of the art in Italy was by fresco paint- 
ing, the peculiar nature of which required that the artist 
should first prepare his compositions in finished cartoons. At 
all events, it was the practice of painters, derived from each 
other, and passing from getieration to generation, to bestow 
their chief study on a cartoon executed in black and white 
chalk of the full size of the intended fresco. Many of these 
are preserved in the galleries and churches of. Italy, and are 
to be considered among the most precious relics of the art; 
displaying the finest skill of the master, in composition, draw- 
ii%9 light and shade, and execution. Of these original and 
spirited drawings, what are called the original pictures are 
but copies in colour, sometimes executed by the master him- 
self, but more frequently by some of his pupils. This is the 
process employed by Camucini and Benvenuti, as it is well 
known to have been by Raphael. The numerous portraits 
of Julius 11. each claiming to be the original, were all paint- 
ed by some of the thirty artists who worked for Raphael, 
from the beautiful original drawing in chalks of the full size 
_ which is in the Corsini Palace at Florence. 

When oil painting was fntroduced into Italy, and adopted 
by those who had practised in fresco, the habits which they 
bad acquired led them to practise the methods with which 
they were most familiar. Their oil paintings were therefore 
generally painted from drawings, and, hence, the colouring 
was often from imagination or recollection, which sufiicient- 
ly accounts for its deviation from nature; although it is fre- 
quently spread out with great beauty and airiness. Those 
painters who, it is agreed, excelled in colouring, almost al- 
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ways painted their studies in coldurs, by, whicK they had 
a double chance of success^ without vitiating their own 
powers of vision by the continual contemplation of highly 
ivrought colourless forms^ or transcripts in fanciful hues. 

In leaving Milan I may bid farewell to the arts of Italy! 
An Italian^ not exempted from bigotry, discovered a new 
world for the emancipation of man. May America in pa- 
tronising the arts, receive them as the offspring of enlight- 
ened Greece, transmitted through Italy, where their mira- 
culous powers were nourished in the bondage of mind. Let 
them in turn be emancipated and their persuasive and fas- 
cinating language be exalted to the noblest purposes, and 
be made instrumental to social happiness and national glory! 

We left Milan, not through, but in sight of the elegant 
triumphal arch begun by Napoleon, now finishing by the 
Austrian government as the arch of peace. We thence 
passed over a fine road and through an agreeable country to 
Sestro, a wretched old village at the head of the beautiful 
lake Maggiore. Three or four miles before we reached 
Sestro we were shown a cypress tree which bears the repu- 
tation of being five thousand years old, and near the spot 
where Scipio met Hannibal after crossing the Alps. What- 
ever may be the error of those assertions, the tree is an in- 
teresting object fron^ its extraordinary size and the freedom 
with which it has been suffered to spread out its venerable 
branches; a privilege rarely granted to any tree in Italy. 

Embarking on the placid lake in a coarse boat, conduct- 
ed by three rowers, our purpose was to anticipate the de- 
parture of the steam-boat, in order to gain time enough for 
a visit to the colossal Statue of S. Charles Borromeo* In 
our course we enjoyed the green banks of the lake,- villages 
to which distance gave an air of neatness, groups of un- 
dipped trees and mountains that skirted the distant bor- 
ders. We landed at the village of Arona and walked 
around the neighbouring hills, up to a considerable emi- 
nence, where a church and convent stand, under the pro- 
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fecting genius of San Carlo Borromeo, whose colossal 9ta* 
tae towers above them. It is made of sheet copper and 
stands on a pedestal about forty feet high, and judging by a 
ladder which was placed at one side and .the proportions of 
the persons who ascended it, I computed the height of the 
statue to be about seventy feet. This agrees with the state- 
ment of my companions who ascended under the skirt of 
his tunic, and climbed the iron bars which united the ^ir* 
Gumfereuce of the bishop's garment with the brick core 
that risies through it. The head, they agree, is about eight 
tt Btne feet in height, so that only a boy or a very small 
tnan can stand m the nose. Yet it is not only a very stu* 
pendous, but I think it rather an elegant statue. My com*^ 
paniens were amused with the singular animation which 
they found in the head of the saint, the dark asylum of a 
vast number of bats, which darted past them to escape out 
of a trap-door in the neck. 

Our visit to the statue occupying more time than we had 
imputed, the steam-boat had arrived at Arona and gone 
on without us, and we were obliged to employ a vetturino 
to take us to Domo d^Ossola: we devoted a part of the af-* 
ternoon to an excursion by water to the celebrated Isola 
bella, whose terraces resemble a pyramidal mount, fioattng 
on the water. As we passed this terraced end of the island, 
we were surprised to find a dirty little village wliich in part 
.separated the gardens from the palace, whose broad foun* 
dations rose out of the water ,at the other end. Here we 
landed to be conducted through its fantastic suites of peb- 
ble coated rooms, and halls covered with bad pictures in 
stupendous gold frames. 

The teiTaees which appear so beautiful at a distance were 
Ifaiind to be all built on arches, faced with stone walls, and 
rendered green by the branches of orange and lemon trees 
spread over them. The whole circuit of the little island 
domain, comprised a greatvariety of garden, terrace, grotto 
and grove, the successive improvements of one hundred and 
sixty years. That too is the age of a large laurel tree 
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which was amongst the trees first planted on a soil brought 
from the main shore to cover the wild rocks cboseo for tbiiS 
fairy creation. The gardener showed us a favourite planta- 
tion of American pines of twenty years growth. Inreturn"- 
ing to the boat and rowing round the island, we were muth 
more pleased with the side next the centre of the lake, as it 
was more wild and exhibited a forest of luxuriant trees be-* 
tween the garden aqd the mansion. 

From Domo d'OssoIa, where we were saluted wi|h a hea- 
vy hail storm, our course was nearly level between two 
mountains of increasing height, for a considerable distance; 
and then from Goado we began to ascend the Alps* As 
Ve. rose, we had beautiful but not extensive views of the 
little valley of Altrona which we were leaving, and which 
was soon lost sight of in the bends of the mountain.^ On 
this road we met six huge columns of marble, thirty-five 
feet long, which were quarried on one of its sides. They 
were conveyed down on wagons the wheels of which were 
moved by cogs working with a hand wench, without homes. 

It was matter of surprise to me, but absolutely manifest, 
that travellers arriving .from the other side here into Italy, 
instead of looking down upon her extensive sunny plains, 
which is an idle dream of the imagination, can only look 
down on' this little narrow and nearly level valley of Al- 
trona, and thence pass out to the mountain encircled Lake 
Maggiore. Our road through this vale and up the sides of 
the mountains was constantly by the side of a rapid current 
of water, which sometimes curled and foamed on one side 
of us and sometimes on the other, a^ we crossed by bridges^ 
according to the facilities which had been found for co9-» 
structing a road on the steep sides of rocky mountains 
sometimes rising almost perpendicularly. The first portion 
of this road may be called beautiful, as it presented viewft 
of various villages, hamlets and green cultivated spots^but, 
as we advanced, the torrent of water, rushing over rougher 
stx>nes, roared deeper below our feet, as the cliffs and peak^ 
rose higher above our heads; many of these were covered 
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with 5QOW9 and the surface of the rocks, blackened by 
$treamlet8 and slender cascades, exhibited little vegetation 
but dark hemlock and pines. The ascent was gradual bat 
constant, and onr entrance among these cliffs was quite as 
sublime as when we had gained the greatest heights, for our 
prospect 'was always limited by the surrounding cliffs, 
which to the eye iseemed to rise no higher in relation to the 
torrent and the road; though the mind was satisfied of their 
increasing altitude by reflecting on the road we had passed, 
and the continual descent of the torrent> flowing from pin- 
nacled of eternal snow. 

A bridge and some parts of the road were nearly de^ 
itroyed by the mountain torrents; and, at one spot, were 
almost impassable, although many hands were employed in 
temoving the rocks which had fallen from the mountain. 
The road otherwise was excellent as well as the bridgesy 
which in general were of wood, level and supported by stone 
abutments. These, occurring among the deepest passagect 
of the mountains, were the spots at which we felt the most 
violent blasts of wind, rendered doubly offensive by the 
spray of cascades and the cold from the snow-tops. What 
is called the Chrand Gallery^ is a perforation of the other- 
wise impassable projection of rocks, large and wide enough . 
to answer the purpose; but these perforations are by no 
meaiM elegant as they are sometimes described, being in 
general extremely rude, with great ruptured openings to 
afford light in the longest and something like windows in 
others. We found two of them so n^uddy from •water 
streaming through the top^ that we could not comfortably 
walk through them. 

On the road, occasionally, we reached the habitation of i. 
family with a large building to shelter horses and carriages, 
and houses of refuge with chimneys for the comfort_of tra- 
vellers whose passage may be impeded by snow or acci- 
dents. The roof of one of these shelters was nearly all 
broken in by stones which had fallen from the mountain. 
We passed many loaded wagons and foot passengers. Oc- 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 NOTES ON ITALY. 

oasionallyi where the openings of the mountains a£brded a 
few habitable slopes, were to be seen little huts.which are 
oecupied by cowherds during the summer. 

Hitherto we had undeviatingly pursued the course of thQ 
torrent, which had originally indicated this route; we pow 
left it, and winding to the right between mountains more 
open and less precipitous, we soon arrived at the yiUage of 
the Simplon, and many houses scattered among the bilk, 
where there is a considerable quantity of ground, not too 
steep for cultivatien, and «ome fields of grass. On stopping 
at the snug inn of the village, the jolly and kind landlady, da* 
lighted us with the sound of melodious French, and satis6ed 
us with an honest hospitality. 

We continued still to ascend the mountain for more than 
two hours; altogether, we were about nine hours, till we 
reached the summit. Here we found snow on all the hilk 
around us, and on the banks of the roads, whence it had re- 
cently been cleared, as was evident by the marks of the sho* 
vols still remaining. Poles of twenty feet in height w6re 
fixed along the outer edge of the road, to indicate its course 
in sudden falls of snow, and the tall and frie^idly hospice, in- 
habited by the monks of St. Bernard, with its steeple and 
alarm bell, stood in sight. A little farther, in a more eUgible 
situation, rose the el^ant new edifice, intended as the .con« 
vent and barracks, which is not yet finished. A temporary 
saw mill is constructed near it. 

We were now descending into Switzerland, and soon 
opened into a magnificent valley, around whose vast circiiit 
we swept our rapid course,^ passing a gallery constructed as 
. a protection against avalanches from the mountains, aod^ a 
fine water fall which issued from the glaciers to unite with 
other streams descending to the Rhone. Immense forests of 
close crowded larch and hemlock looked darkly below us^ 
contrasting with many beautiful spots of distant verdure and 
habitation, with the white summits of Mont Blanc, and the 
chains of glaciers. Looking directly down the immense 
opening between these mountains, at once more sublime and 
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betntiful than any ihii^ we bad hitherto seen, at a great dis- 
taoce we could perceive the village of j?ri^^ touched by the 
k»t rays of the sun; but it was a transient, though beiiutifal 
gleam^ for suddenly the clouds thickened on the heads of the 
moontainsy and stretching across the valley, involved us in a 
driving snow storm, which anticipated the efiect of night in 
veiling the beauty and grandeur of the scenery till we reached 
the comfort of a bed at Brigg. 

N^t morning ihe sun shone bright upon the white caps of 
the Grreen Mountains which we had left, and we continued 
ottreoune through the Valley of the £Aone, whose rapid 
and tuibid waters are progressively increasing by torrents 
from the mountains, some of which descend in cataracts. 
These are frequently praised beyond their merits, and repre- 
sented by artists beyond their actual dimensions; but though 
we found the cascades, neither ^'transformed into a thin 
•heet of gauze,^' nor decorated with Madam Stark's '* terres- 
trial rainbow," yet they were really very beautiful. 

In pursuing the course of the Rhone, too rapid to be na- 
vigated, the valley, occasionally narrow and -barren, some- 
times afibrded broad fields for cultivation, and situations for 
nimax>U8 villages* In die vicinity of these, every side of 
die mountains, that could admit of it, was cultivated; parti- 
cularly at the old fortified town of Sion. A little delay at 
tins celebrated military bishopric, enabled us to visit the for- 
tified rocks which rise high out of the town, in the midst of 
the valley, and furnish commanding and beautiful views of 
the rich plains above and below, and the neighbouring mfun* 
tains studded with settlements. Here, as well as through ail 
tiie valley, the inhabitants, young and old, politely bow to 
strainers. But they are in general an ill-looking race of 
unfortunate beings, deformed with hideous goitres and idiotic 
countenances, and remarkable for an uncommon breadth be- 
tween the eyes. 

Near the town of Martigny the valley presented a shock- 
ing scene of desolation, being covered not only with vast 
quantities of stones, but great rocks which bad been hurried 
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down from the mountain gorge, with a destrnctive floods 
which overwhelmed the village some years ago. Oar pas- 
sage through this was as rude as on the worst roads in Ame- 
rica, but many workmen were engaged in repairing it 

The valley now opens wider, the villages appear mneh 
neater, and though- the men smoked the same German ptpea, 
the fashion of the peasant women's head dress suddenly 
changed. In the upper section of the valley they wore little 
bats, rolled .up at the rim, and ornamented with cMk or 
silk; here the hats of thick straw resembled the roof of a 
Turkish mosque. At length the town of mileneuve iie« 
ceived us at the head of the lake, where we rested and 
slept away the jolting sensations of carriage motion. 

The wine of the country^ which costs but a few cents^ waa 
the worst I had tasted in France or Italy, resembling bad ci- 
der and water. But here, as in every part of France and 
Italy, the traveller finds, hung up in his bed-room, a list of 
foreign wines, from whicl^ the host derives his best profit- 
Many that will not drink these wines whilst passing through 
the countries «which produce them, because they are then 
called common, either from ostentation or perverseness, will 
pay high prices for them, in some distant place, under the 
title of foreign wine. Thus at Paris the wine which I think 
so poor in this cold ravine of the valleys, under the ftame of 
Cote Rotie, as a foreign wine, is chained six franks the bottle, 
whilst the common Burgundy, which is despised at Paris, is 
here rated high as a foreign wine. 

IJext day we were conveyed to the steam boat, which lay 
at anchor, there being no wharf. The gay and well-known 
aspect of this vessd, so entirely American, required that we 
should reason ourselves into the conviction that we were 
really on the lake of Geneva or Leman. Before us was 
Lord Byron's castle of Chillon^ and Rousseau's village of 
Clarens, and other Swiss towns on the borders of the beau- 
tiful lake, whilst magnificent mountains encircled the horizon, 
having their nearest slopes finely cultivated, and their distant 
peaks covered with snow. 
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Hie boat suspended her course to convey and receive pas-* 
sengers to and from the chief villages, but remained a longer 
time opposite Lausanne^ whose neat and elegant houses, in- 
termingkd with groves and luxuriant trees, appeared to me 
the most beautiful settlement 1 had ever seen. At Lausanne 
we had accomplished about one third of the length of the 
lake, whose crescent form then tends to the left, and becomes 
less picturesque, though always beautiful, and not unlike the 
shores of the Delaware. Among the variety of our passen* 
gers, there was scarcely any peculiarity of Swiss costume, 
which must be sou^t for in the remote intricacies of the 
mountains; but a travelling songstress with her harp, aecom*- 
panied. by her happy husband and his violin, joined us at 
I^ausanne, and proved, by our willing contributions, that her 
songs were sweetly sung, and the accompaniments harmonious 
and effective. I was not fortunate in Italy to meet with any 
music of that class so good. There, it was noise and diffi- 
cult execution; here, sweetness an^ expressive melody. As 
the scenery became less interesting, amusement was procured 
in the cabin by newspapers and a good little library; and re* 
freshmen t by breakfasts and dinners which were furniihed 
when ordered at separate tables, there being no ordinary. 

At length, after eight hours navigation, we approached the 
termination of the lake, and perceived the ancient city of 
Geneva, situated where the waters of the lake rush <>ut in 
two rapid streams, soon uniting to continue their course, as 
the river Rhone, into France. 



Geneva^ May 29th. 

The stream^ which pour into the head of the lake, are 
turbid with the particles qf White rocks, which are reduced 
in their violent passage down the Alps. These are chiefly 
deposiled in the tranquil basin of the lake, which resembles 
the pale green of salt water; but it is remarkable that the 
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small remaining quantity, or what the water holds in solotion, 
gives it a tincture so blue, as it appears in its outlet under 
the city bridges, that it seems impregnated from dyers' vats. 

The houses on the water^s edge are old and ugly, but are 
about to be embellished with elegant fronts. The streets are 
paved with pebbles, painful to feet affected with corns, and 
stores abound, furnished with minced assortments of articles, 
useful to all the surrounding country. But rising into the 
newer portions of the city, some elegant shops, in the taste 
of Paris, tempt the sojourner^ especially with souvenirs^ 
and paintings of Swiss scenery, as well as clothes, jewelry^ 
and aH sorts of conveniences, real and imaginary. On ad* 
vancing towards the public walks, you may enjoy one long^ 
broad, and smooth stone pavement in front of an uncommon- 
ly elegant row of houses, built of light gray stone, termina- 
ting at the Academy of Fine Arts. 

In (Ms neighbourhood are many elegant residences, publio 
walks, delightful groves, and a botanic garden. The ram* 
part^ which surround the city, are laid out as gardens and 
walks, and are shaded with luxuriant trees, from whose co-> 
ver^ou look abroad upon the plain, lake and mountain. On 
the highest part of the city stands the Cathedral; on entering 
its Gothic aisle^ somewhat resembling the cathedral of Mi« 
Ian, but smaller, it produced at first a similar impression; 
but no holy water was to be found near the door; no altars 
numbered its side arches; no hideous martyrdoms nor choice 
paintings were hung up for the edification of pentitents or 
painters; no gorgeous altar of precious stones, gold, silver, 
and blazing wax, was to be seen under its dome; ,and no 
Madonna nor' crucifix, to concentrate the devotions of the 
pilgrim or the beggar. But there was a large, respectable 
congregation, comfortably seated, listenings not to the mjrsti- 
€al assertions of a bald head, and bearded monk, in a sooty 
garment, but to the moral instructions of a good looking gen* 
tieman, with white bib and black gown, who had possesaon 
of tiie pulpit, and spoke in French. In short, we wejre now 
in a protestant country, somewhat improved and moderated 
from the violence of Geneva's celebrated reformer. 
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WbeQ the stranger goes to the Hotel de Vilky orHall of 
the Municipality, to attend to his passport, he may either 
walk up stairs, or ascend by the gradual slope of a'pavem^it 
reaching to the highest chambers, contrived, it is said, for 
the aged inagistrates to ascend on horse-back. Within the 
square of this ascent, is a cistern, to which the water is 
forced by machinery, worked on the river, and from thence 
conducted to the public fountains. 

' Opposite the City Hall is the Armoury^ where, bwdes. 
the modern arms for actual use, are preserved a great 
quantity of ancient armour, shields, swords, war-dubs, fcc. 
and the scaling ladders of a body of two hundred eaemie9 
who had entered Geneva at midnight, but were all takea 
pviaoners, about two hundred and fifty years ago. Near 
some petards or short cannon for forcing open gates, was a 
massive helmet of extraordinary weight, worn by those 
who managed these petards, to protect them against the mis- 
siles of th6 besieged. Here also is a variety of ancient gun» 
and curious pistols with match locks, and other locks of 
singular construction, in use. before those instruments of 
murder were brought to perfection. The keep^s were 
preparing %> distribute the muskets to young militia men, 
who, in a few days, are to encamp for several weeks under 
lAiHtary discipline, from which none are exempt but teaehers^ 
and clergymen. 

In the same neighbourhood is a large building appropri*** 
ated to literature and the sciences, containing a library, 
reading rooms, and a Museum of Natural History. Here 
we saw, for none appeared on the mountains, the hooked 
horn chamois, and the chamony with great dentated horas^ 
the great vulture or grifibn of the Orisons, and the gray 
wolf and black bear of the neighbouring mountains. The 
Museum, in several rooms, contains a scientific display of 
the productions of all countries, not excep^ting the elephant 
and the girafie. • I was especially pleased with a beautiful 
spe<5imeu of the argus pheasant. This coUedtion was com- 
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meoeed by M. Pietet and other gentleman ten years ago, 
Imt has become public property within one year. An up- 
per hall is filled With antiquities, Indian curiosities srnd a 
good collection of medals, many of which are of Genevese 
workmanship. 

The schools of drawing, painting, modelling and archi- 
tecture, and the gallery of statue^ and paintings, occupy the 
beautiful building near the botanic garden, called the Saih 
Jbfiiseum, from General Rath, who left his fortune to his 
smters with a request that they would bequeath enough to 
build a foundation of this sort. 8ix years aft^ his death 
Ihey ohose to do it in anticipation, and live next door to en- 
joy the reputation of their taste and liberality. The school 
rooms are in the basement story, above which are four ele- 
gant and wdl lighted halls, containing plasters of the best 
statues, and a number df pictures presented by the citizens 
of Geneva. Among them are unusually good copies of R»* 
phael's School of likens and Titian's Danae. ' Two his- 
torical pictures by Berghem, good landscfapes by Salvator 
Rosa, and Van Goyen, and two pictures by Rubens^ and 
Jordaens. 

The watch-making business of 6«nidva has h^n long ce- 
lebrated. Its work in jewelry is now riiiing in reputation 
and value, especially that of enamelled gold, and its musi- 
cal boxes and ingenious machinery are worthy of especttd 
notice. Some of these musical boxes, at the elder Mou- 
lin ie's, are very true and sweet. He showed us a littfe 
bird that came out of. a case like a snuff-box, whistling and 
(ftiirping like a real bird, and then dipping under cover; 
but this elegant toy was not to be purchased for less than 
forty Napoleons. 

The language universally spoken is French, uttered with 
a peculiar musical cadence, which, from the mouth of an old 
woman, seems like the affectation of girlishness. 

Geneva is amply supplied with hackney coaches and car- 
Tiages of erery kind for the purposes of travelling and visit- 
ing the neighbourhood. But the vehicle most in use in the 
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immediate vieinity is what is called a char a bctnCj whinh 
is a light four wheeled cari^iagOy with a seat leogthwise, for 
three persons, covered like a gig, endwise, and a step near^ 
the ground for the feet to rest on, admirably contrived for 
the facility of mounting and dismounting. 

Desirous of hastening to Paris, I took my seat in one of 
Lafitte and Go's, four hundred and twenty diligences, which 
in a little time conveyed us over.tbe beautiful plains of Cie* 
neva to the foot of the Jura mountains. To enjoy the last 
^opportunity of looking back on the Alps, Geneva and its 
lake, we walked in advance of the carriage, whieh took 
three hours before it reached us at the top of the mountaiii* 
Our winding course around a beautiful mountain valley, the 
survey of the lake, from* which a slight fog was just cleariog 
away, Mont Blanc and its rugged neighbourhood, whence a 
bright sun had dispersed every cloud, formed -altogether a 
most interesting specta6]e. 

From the other side of the mountain- we looked down 
into a beautiful and deep valley, of which we made a great 
dbrcuit as we descended. We crossed a less elevated ridge 
of mountains and then passed- through a country but little 
incommoded by bills or embellished by beautiful viUages^ 
We had left Italy advanced into the full heat of summer^ 
but we found the northern side of the mountains 'with the 
.dress and atmosphere of early spring; yet it was pleasant 
to look once more upon trees which were suffered to grow 
in their natural shapes, instead of being stripped of their 
branches to the tops or clipped into geometrical forms. 

On entering the frontier of France we were detained un* 
der the arches of the custom house by a rigid examination 
of the contents of our trunks ^nd persons, and every little 
musical box from Geneva was made to eoptribute to the 
national treasury. 

At Dijon, the capital of Burgundy, we found four hoard 
detention tedious from the little interest which the place 
afforded. The public walks are delightful, but the ohurcbM 
•appeared poor, and two that were once*-esteemed beautifiil 
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and ncred are now used for stabling horses and other mOi*- 
tary purposes. » 

Four long days and three tedious nights, in a heavy di« 
ligence, creeping up every ascent and rolling along perhiqis 
the least interesting road in France, which presented nei« 
ther prospect of landscape nor beauty of village, at last 
brought us to the vicinity of Paris; which was evident by 
the neatness and elegance of the buildings* and the taste ior 
the gardens and groves. The Seine was covered with rafts 
of fire wood and wine barrels, and boats loaded with better 
wood and better wine and other merchandises, which were 
also spread out in piles and rows upon the shores: the whole 
presenting a picture of business beyond any thing we had 
seen in Italy.. . ' 



Paris^ June 5th. 

In a city of such vast extent and interest as this, repeated 
visits are necessary to form a just idea of it. With the eac^ 
ception of the wonderfully clean streets of Venice, where 
there is neither dust nor mud, the level pavements of Flo-^ 
reacey and the covered foot^wayv of Bologna, the cities of 
Italy are in general so dirty and incommodious, that to re^. 
torn to the noble quays of Paris, the Boulevards, the Gai*^ 
dens of the I^uxembourg, Tuileries and Palais JRoyal, gave - 
us increased enjoyment. The splendour of the shops, the 
gaiety, cleanliness and animation of the multitude 0/ all Ha** 
tions, were never failing soiurces of wonder and amusement 

It was now a better season for visiting the pufohc institu* 
tions, although daily showers of rain, daring the whole- 
month of June, kept 4he streets continually muddy. From 
these it was a great reUef to get into the elegant covered 
gaHeries, pas^ges and arcades, or on the fine gravel wa^ of 
te gardens, or, above all, on the dry walnut floors of the mag* 
nificent museums. 
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I was cQrioHS to ascertain what effect the Eoyal Oathf^ 
of the Lo^trre would produce on my judgment, after tte 
eourse I bad made through Italy. I found the i^pectmens of 
tile Italian painters had sunk a little in my estimation, a«tbej 
might be compared with the best works in the galleries I blid 
visited; but I was better pleased with many of the produc- 
tions of the old French school than I had been; eq^ecially 
with those of Pousdin, Subleyras and Yemet 
* In addition to the gallery of paintings and balls of antique 
statues, an extensive series of elegant rooms in the Louvre is 
now-nearly finidbed, with a display of choice and valuable aa^ 
tiquities. The ceilings are splendidly decorated with paint** 
inp by the best Parisian artists, and the costly cabinets, be» 
neath large sheets of plate glass, set in brass, contain seleet 
q>eGimens of articles of curiosity found in Pompeii and Her- 
c^laneum, and from Egypt, besides porcelain vases and pre* 
cious stonesi ' This is called tiie Museum of Charles X. An- 
other set of rooms was to be fitted ^p as the Museum of the 
Dauphin, which are now merely stored with a curious and 
interesting collection of models of diips, guDs and military 
engines, Indian curiosities and the pictures of the sea-porto. 
of France, by V^met,. which had disappeared from theLux- 
emboui^ GaUery. 

I visited the Garden of Plants with renewed pleasure^ 
and found its Museum of Natural History enriched with vast 
additions in the course of twenty years^ especially in the de- 
partmejit most interesting to Cuyier, comparative anatomy. 
But the splendid collection of insects, comprising specimens 
from all parts of the world, had all disappeared — demolished' 
by dermestes^ against whc^ ravages no efiective measures 
have beea taken; and the stuffed animals, although increased 
in number, exhibit no improvement in the style of preserva** 
tion as practised twenty years ago. In this respect the Phi" 
ladelphia Museum^ with. the skill and taste of my brotl^r 
Titian Peale, has greatly the advantage; the insects, being 
perfectly preserved hetween perpendicular plates ot^ass, in- 
accessible to the dermeates, are seen on both sides^ and the 
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quadrapeds and birds, preserved with the knowledge of an 
artist in drawing, modeling and anatomj, by a method im* 
proved upon Watterton's, possess all the beauty &nd charac* 
ter ofi the living 'animals. 

Baron Cuvier himself is one of the most interesting ob« 
jects in this garden of the sciences. I had formerly painted 
his portrait, thin and pale> bearing Napoleon's single badge, 
the legion of honour. He sat to me ntfw again, his legioii- 
ftry star lost in a brighter blaze of honours, and his coun- 
tenance fresh with the best health of prosperous old ag^. I 
felt it an honour again to be invited to his table, and to enjoy 
the charms of his domestic circle and the distinguished visit- 
ers who frequent his Saturday evening soirees. Hem I 
learned that the exhibition of the Royal Academy at London^ 
and'of the assembled works of Sir Thomas Lawren^ in the 
British institution, were to be continued longer than usual; 
and the inteUig^ice influenced my decision to hasten my de* 
partnie for London. 

The royal establishment of Sevries, a few miles below JV 
ris, is one of the most perfect for the manufacture of white 
porcelain; but for its productions in -painted woric auipassea 
all others. A note from Mr. Warden renewed my aqcuaint- 
ance with the director of this establishment, the cekbrated 
Brogniart, whose chemical discoveries have greatly improve 
the arts of enamel and porcelain painting. To his politeness 
I was indebted for an explanation of every process. The 
visiter is conducted through various aparttaients where the 
finely prepared clay is turned into shape, suffered to become 
nearly dry, and then turned again and cut with the greatest 
accuracy into the most elegant forms. It is <curio«i8 to see 
tups, vases, busts and Uttle statues still retaining their just re- 
lative proportions after having shrunk in baking one^ighth of 
tiieir size.. The first operation after baking is the gilding; the 
gold, which resembles brown paint, being put on with a hair 
pencil. It is then again baked, eaqb article being placed in 
a muffle or box of baked clay. The plates, dishes, vases or 
pictures are now ready to receive tiie labours of the ariist^ 
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.who applies his colours in the manner of oilfratntsy e|cc^ 
that the work is held horizontally, as the pigments are used 
▼ery liquid ; being put on in dots or stipples which do not ad« 
mit of retouching until baked. The piece is now subjected 
to a third heating, after which it redeiyes an additional charge 
of paint, to deepen and enrich the colours and shading, eipd, 
being heated the fourth time, is sometimes retouched and again 
heated; but each of these heatings is somewhat critical, 
ttiough the degree of heat is diminishepl each time. 

Several rooms are appropriated to the display of an exten* 
sire collectfbn of pottery and porcelains of all ages and coun* 
tries, terminating with specimens of the course of improve- 
ments in the French manufactory. A large hall is filled with 
the most perfect and splendid patterns of the Sevres esta* 
Ui^hment. The exquisite work lavished on plates, dishes, 
cups and saucers, excited a regret that so much fine art should 
be wasted on such toys; and even the vases appeared unjust- 
ly to possess on their circular surfaces exquisite pictures that 
riiould be flat Flowers, shells and arabesque ornaments ap* 
pear most proper for such objects. 

The most extraordinary and beautiful woiics of the artisti 
of Sevres are in pictures, executed on flat porcelain tablets, 
the largest of which, between three and four feet long, is a 
beautiful copy of Gerard's picture of Henry TV's, entry into 
Paris^ The price of this picture, elegantly framed, is forty 
thousand francs, about eight thousand dollars. A copy of 
Bsiph^teVs Madonna del Chan Duca^ at Florence,^ costs 
twenty-two thousand frames; besides various other pieces, 
such as Gerard's Cupid and Psyche^ landscapes, flowers^ 
&c. But the most beautiful and perfect work of the art, in 
my opinion, is the portrait of Richardo, copied of the fuU 
size from a painting by Rubens. This is like the most ex-^ 
qttisite enamel. 

The season was now advantageous for visiting the burial- 
grounds of Pere la Chaise and MontmaHre^ just without 
the walls, both situated on rising ground. That of Fere la 
Chaise, al&ough but recently established, contains a vast nuou 
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ber of monuiifents, eome of which are very costly, and et« 
tremely diTersified in their architecture, sculpture and bo- 
tanic decorations* These elegantly laid out gravel walks and 
plantations of trees, shrubbery and flowers, intermingled witii 
the most picturesque mausoleums, obelisks, columns and tombs^ 
are much frequented, not only by the mourner who comes to 
hang a fresh chapl^ of flowers over the grave of some rela- 
tion or friend, but by the gay and careless* Although the go- 
vernment refused to suffer die body of David the painter, who 
died in exile at Brussels, to be interred here, yet his friends - 
have erected a handsome monument to his genius. 

The cemetery of Montmartrcythough seldom mentioned in 
competition with the more fadbionable Pere la Chaise, is, ne^ 
vertheless, more picturesque and romantic, in consequence of 
Hie greater age of its trees and the irregularity jof its grounds. 
Some of the oldest tombs have been so long neglected as to 
be almost Icipt in the thickets of the little valleys. > All about 
the entrances to these gardens of the dead, are to be seeoi 
stone-cutters whose shops display a variety of tomb-stones, 
and the passages to the gates look gay with wreaths and chap- 
lets of flowers which, are sold by women and children for the 
decoration of tombs. 

It was impossible to think of leaving Paris without sensa- 
tions of regret. A political storm was .rising which had not 
yet affected the enjoyment of any of the^sources of amuse- 
ment or study. The readers of the journals were confound- 
ed by the obstinacy of the king and his ministers* The new 
members of the legislative body were arriving, re-enforced in 
patriotic principles, and Lafayette was expected every day. 
I hesitated whether I should not stay a little longer, and talce 
bis hand probably for the last time; but the season hurried 
me away and saved me from the sight of the horrors which 
soon followed. At a distance from the commotion and blood- 
si^, I could duly appreciate die merits of a glorious revo- 
lution* 

Permission being obtained from the police office to quit 
Ftance, I was soon oit the road; but, after leayibg Paris, 
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saw little to arouse my attention in passing through Beauvais 
and Abbeville, till we arrived at Boulogne, delightfully situ- 
ated on the coast, possessing all the neatness and beauty of 
an EngUsh settlement. Besides the numerous English l^esi- 
dents, most of the inhabitants speak the language of those who 
come' here to economise by living luxuriously at a cheaper 
rate than the taxations of England will permit. Night spread 
her veil to prevent any examination of the town beyond the 
inn which afforded us refreshment; the gate out of which we 
passed to the quays where lie the shipping; and the long pier 
aside 6f which we found the little steam-boat that was to con- 
vey fifty or sixty passengers, five carriages and ten horses at 
midnight across the British channel. 

The morning found us entering the broad moath of the ri- 
ver Thames, concentrating the courses of numerous vessels 
arriving and departing. We rapidly passed Gravesend, to 
which steam-boats were conveying crowds of Londoners; 
Woolwich, remarkable by its floating hulks and extensive 
ship-yards; and Greenwich, with its elegant hospital. I had 
been on this river twenty-seven years before, when it was co- 
vered by an amazing forest of masts; but now, although many 
miscellaneous vessels are spread over its surface, its immense 
fleets of East and West Indiamen float retired in the commo- 
dious docks which have borrowed many acres irom the land^ 
and are screened by spacious warehouses. 

London seems to commence with the tower, a castle which 
was once its protection, and a royal residence. Beyond that, 
presenting its noble front on a broad terrace at the water's 
edge, the custom-house received us, for the ceremony of aa 
examination of our packages, which was accomplished witb 
as little delay and as much politeness as could be desired. 
Here the stranger who possesses no directions on which he 
can rely, experiences some inconvenience in deciding to what 
hotel his bagg&ge is to be conveyed ; but they all vie with 
each other in the perfection of the accommodation which they 
afford and. the extravagance of their charges; till theyisiter 

41 
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may suit himself with furnished apartments in whatever part 
of the city he chooses to reside, either to economise in great 
comfort or luxuriate in expensive style. 



London^ July 6th. 

The atmosphere in the busiest parts of London is loaded 
with the smoke of bituminous coal, which proyokes the unac- 
customed throat to frequent fits of coughing; but the feet en- 
joy the comfort of a smooth side path in every street, and the 
protection of a curb-stone against the rude rights of cart and 
carriage. The dark brown brick houses remind one of New 
York ; but the bustle in the great thoroughfares far exceeds 
that of Broadway. It commences with day-light, increases 
like a tide to its height at noon, and slowly subsides at the ap- 
proach of midnight, after the disgorgement of the numerous 
theatres. 

Although the dusky Cathedral of St. PauVs suffers by 
a comparison with the splendid Temple of St. Peter's at 
Rome, it remains a truly elegant mass of building, and is pos- 
sessed of much e:i^temal beauty and character of design. Af- 
ter being accustomed to the rich decorations of Italian 
churches, the interior appeared naked and desolate ; yet a 
few monumental statues, of moderate merit and recent intro- 
duction, serve to diversify the monotony of the cold white 
walls. I had seen it to greater advantage, when ten thou- 
sand charity children, amphitheatrically arranged under the 
dome, united in one angelic strain of devotional psalmody, in 
the presence of many thousand spectators, who, in entering, 
had added their gold and silver to the heaping plates before 
which they passed. 

The buildings which were formerly the boast of London 
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are now blackened with smoke and generally in a heavy style, 
which appears the more, so when contrasted with the mo- 
dern edifices of better taste and brighter materials^ such as 
the palace for the accommodation of the Post-office. The 
greatest improvements by which London astonishes the 
visiter after an absence of twenty-seven yearsy are in the 
vast Amount of buildings and ornamented squares erected 
in the place of green fields, and the improvements effected 
in opening and widening many streets. Regent Street, 
lined with splendid shops and dwellings like palaces, 
including its circular sweep of fluted cast-iron columns, 
and connecting St. James's Park with the Regent's Park 
encircled with splendid mansions, is altogether perhaps 
unequalled. While these improvements have been making, 
London has increased in population from twelve hundred 
to fifteen hundred thousand inhabitants. Additional bridges 
have been erected across the Thamea, and coaches constant** 
ly plying between all the neighbouring villages, effectually 
unite them with London, the queen of citiea! 

In arriving at the Custom-house we had sailed over the 
Thinnelf which is half finished, intended to connect the two 
sides of the river where the navigation will not permit a 
bridge. The work being suspended for want of funds, the 
expense of its preservation is secured by admission money 
received from visiters. An easy stairway conducted us to 
the bottom of the great well or shaft from which the tunnel 
commences. A steam-engine, continually at work, pumps 
up the water which leaks through the masonry and would 
otherwise overflow the subaqueous road. It is in fact a 
double tunnel, of eliptical form, connected by arches, which 
separate two nearly level ro^ds, only one of which is 
finished and lighted with gas, producing a singular and beau- 
tiful effect. This road is finished as intended for the pas- 
sage of carriages, and a raised pavement of flag stones, next 
the central division, conveniently accommodates two per- 
sons abreast. The portion which is finished appears so sub-* 
stantial that it dissipates all doubt of its competency to an- 



Digitized by 



Google 



324 ' NOTES ON ITALY. 

swer the purpose intended. I could not learn whether 
there was any probability of money being obtained to com- 
plete this extraordinary enterprise. 

It is impossible to form a just idea of the state of the arts 
in London without visiting the annual display at Somerset 
House^ and other simultaneous exhibitions. Complaints, as 
usual, were made that historical compositions constituted top 
small a proportion; and indeed serious history is bi>t little 
patronised in England; but pleasant domestic scenes^ such 
as come from the fancy and pencils of Wilkie, Leslie and 
Newton, are always received with interest and well re- 
warded. Sir Thomas Lawrence being only recently dead, 
the saloon contained a few of his elegant portraits; but the 
public judgment seemed divided between the rival claims 
of Jackson and Phillips as his successor. Jackson is pre- 
ferred for the delineation of character, and Phillips for the. 
richness and beauty of his colouring. Wilkie has sur- 
prised his friends by his bold and rich execution of por- 
traits in large, but time must be allowed him for a more ef- 
ficient demonstration; meanwhile his works of imagination 
are assuming a more imposing^ aspect; the subject on which 
he is now engaged being the preaching of John Knox. 

In possessing the advantages of visiting this and many 
^ other artists and galleries of pictures, out of the regular sea- 
j9on, I was indebted to the politeness of Mr. Leslie^ who is 
not less distinguished for his talents as an artist than he is 
esteemed for his moral excellence and urbanity. His last 
picture, the Dinner at Page'^s House^ was not finished in 
time for this year's exhibition. He has embodied the cha- 
racters of Shakspeare's pen in such appropriate forms and 
individuality of expression that they must remain rio longer 
a fiction. His picture of Sancho Panza relating his ad- 
ventures to the Duchess, which is one of the most delicate 
in its humour, elegant in its composition and splendid in 
its colour, is now in the hands of Mr. Humphreys, who is 
engraving a large plate of it. 

It was one of the greatest treats the lovers of the fine 
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arts enjoyed, when, soon after the death of Reynolds, the 
gentlemen who nobly manage the British institution, co- 
vered their walls entirely with a choice selection of his 
works. A similar conduct was supposed to be due to the 
reputation of the late president of the Royal Academy, and 
the pictures of the elegant Lawrence, perhaps too hastily 
collected, attracted crowds of admirers, and produced for 
the benefit of his family about two thousand pounds, nearly 
one-third of the amount received at the Royal Academy by 
this year's exhibition. 

On the death of Lawrence, the Royal Academicians, in 
electing Sir Martin Archer Shee as their president, Jwere 
doubtfully influenced by his talents as an artist, but were 
almost unanimous in preferring one so accomplished as a 
scholar and so conciliating in his manners. His poems and 
notes on painting have done much to establish the fine arts 
in the minds, hearts and mansions of his countrymen. In 
a long conversation with him in his painting room, some 
beautiful portraits serving as a back-ground, I was much 
pleased with his frankness and modesty. 

Sir William Beechj/j who has recently received the ho- 
nourable appointment of painter to the king, appeared to 
be restored to new life, and probably to improved energies. 
He was less disposed to talk with me on the excellent por- 
traits which I saw in his room, than on the subject of Ame- 
rican artists, and related several characteristic anecdotes of 
our eccentric Stuart. 

1 found Mr: Chantry in his spacious apartments, afforded 
by the ample precincts of Pimlico, surrounded by a host of 
fine busts, statues and subordinate workmen. A cast of his 
Washington stands near the middle of his principal sky- 
lighted room. His chief attention now appears to be di- 
rected to the execution of bronze statuary, which he has 
brought to great excellency. He finds little difficulty in 
casting a colossal statue, and I have examined with surprise 
the unity and perfection of the metal. My visit concluded 
with a survey of his elegant foundry and well contrived 
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furnaces. Desiring me to follow his example in patting on 
a pair of wooden over-shoes, he led me into a chamber 
where his clay moulds for casting were baking. The iron 
doors were closed and bolted upon us. From every pore 
of our skins the perspiration immediately started, the con- 
stant evaporation of which prevented any sensation of ex- 
traordinary heat, except on touching our clothes and metal 
buttons. After a few minutes, when the doors were opened^ 
Mr. Chantry showed me that the thermometer stood at two 
hundred and ninety degrees, and assured me that his man 
had often been in with the heat of four hundred degrees. 

The venerable Norihcote^ whose unsold labours, picture 
against picture, scarce left hini room to move or receive a 
visiter, was himself one of the most interesting pictures I 
have seen; and his animated conversation on art and the 
artists of past times, almost compensated for the defects of 
his impaired vision. . His mind's eye, however, was bright 
as ever, and it delighted in retracing the merits of his mas- 
ter Reynolds. 

Besides the exhibition at Somerset house, which com- 
prises- a variety of paintings in oil and in water colours, 
miniatures, architectural elevations, engravings and statu- 
ary, artists are farther accommodated with the opportunity 
of an annual exposition of their works in the elegant rooms 
o{ the Society of British *^rtists in Suffolk street, which con- 
tain some excellent landscapes in oil and water colour paint- 
ings. The Exhibition of the Water Colour Society was 
spoken of with the greatest approbation. It was closed, 
but I saw some of the best pieces which had been in the 
exhibition. This is a style of painting peculiar to Eng- 
land, and but recently brought to extraordinary perfection, 
uniting much of the richness of oil painting with a superior 
airiness and variety of colour. 

The National Gallery^ a mere beginning, and imperfectly 
accommodated, possesses some valuable pictures of the old 
masters. The landscapes by Claude Lorraine, though al- 
ways elegant in composition, offend me by their weight of 
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foliage; but his sea ports here, as at Rome and FloFence, 
possess all his magic glow of colour. Rembrandt^s little 
picture of the Woman taken ih •Adultery^ which cost 
IGive thousand guineas, is esteemed as one of his most highly 
fimished works, but is of colder colouring than usual. Here 
is, one of the finest heads by Vandyck, the portrait of Ge^ 
vartius^ and several charming pictures by Wilkie. West's 
first picture of Christ healing the Sick and Lame^ des- 
tined for the Pennsylvania Hospital, but purchased by the 
British Institution for three thousand guineas, appears to me 
inferior to the repetition of the same subject which is in 
Philadelphia. 

The Dulwich Gallerj/j about five miles out of London, 
is a choice collection of pictures; among which the glowing 
landscapes of Cuyp are chiefly to be distinguished. 

The private galleries of the Marquis of Stafford, and of 
Earl Grosvenor, which have cost immense sums in their pur- 
chase, and are displayed in noble suits of apartments, comprise, 
especially The Stafford Gallery^ most interesting and valu- 
able pictures, which are liberally open to artists and persons 
of taste at stated times. 

At Lord Egremont's, at Mr. S. Rogers's, and at his bro- 
ther's, there are some excellent picture? by ancient and mo- 
dem artists. A longer residence in London, and at a more 
favourable season, would have made me acquainted with 
many other valuable cabinets, such as those of Mr. Hope, 
Mr. Baring, &c. In these private collections, England pos- 
sesses a great number of the finest pictures of the best 
masters, purchased out of foreign galleries, or brought here 
by dealers who were certain of the most liberal remuneration. 
By means of such selected examples of art, influencing both 
artists and patrons, the knowledge of painting in England is 
divested of injurious local prejudices, characterised at once 
by good taste and good sense; and steadily advancing to the 
highest perfection. 

I could not take leave of London without visiting West- 
minster Mbeyy whose style of Gothic aschitecture pos- 
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sesses an elegance and charm beyond any thing 1 had seen in 
France or Italy that bore the name of Gothic. Besides this, 
tbe number of monuments of distinguished persons who are 
buried within its walls^ render it peculiarly interesting. 
These occupy the whole circuit of its vast circumference, 
so as not to allow room for any more. Hence the necessity 
of erecting such memorials of great men elsewhere. Lord 
Nelson was the first in the new series, and the last is Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, who lies beside Mr. West, and Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, in the Cathedral of St. Paul's. 

By deciding to return home in one of the London packets, 
I had an opportunity to see Portsmouth, to which the ship 
proceeded for the purpose of taking in her last provisions 
and passengers. Old as is this sea-port, we found no wharf 
at which to land, being obliged to get out of our broker's 
tender into a row-boat, and land on the griavelly beach, as in 
a new country. Portsmouth is little else than a harbour for 
vessels of war, which float in safety in a noble inland basin^ 
well protected next the water, and surrounded by sufficient 
fortifications, which afibrd delightful promenades; yet it is 
not without some good dwelling houses and well appointed 
stores, although they are chiefly such as are necessary in fur- 
nishing ships. 

The good ship Hannibal bore me safely across the wide 
Atlantic, and the skill and politeness of her captain divested 
a long passage of much of its tediousness, especially to such 
of us as were anxious to reach home. After an absence of 
nearly two years, 1 arrived at New York on the last of Sep- 
tember, 1830. 



THE END. 
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CABEY ^5 LEA 

HA VE IN PRE PARA TION 

X tvuxu or 

VAIiUABIiE -WORKS, 

BT THX MOST 

DISTINGUISHED WRITERS OF THE PRESENT DAY, 

Which when finished will constitute a complete 

CABINET CYCLOPEDIA. 

They will be published in distinct collections, in order that 
those who may not desire to purchase the whole, may possess 
such parts as accord best with their pursuits. 

The object of the Cabinet Ctclopjedia is to form a syste- 
matic work, including^ within moderate and definite limits, 
every subject of utility and interest in the circle of human 
knowledge. A proportion will be observed among its several 
divisions, and each subject will be treated, as nearly as possi- 
ble, with that degree of detail to which its general importance 
and its relation to the other parts of the Cyclopxdia entitle it. 
By this arrangement it is hoped that the Cabikst Ctciopjbbia 
will form a vsJuable library of reference, supplying all that is 
expected in a Cyclopaedia, while the peculiar plan of publica- 
tion will sustain a continued interest during the progressive 
appearance of the volumes, and thus stimulate and gratify the 
appetite for useful information. 

The following will constitute the different series: — 

I. 

CABINET OF HISTORY. 

II. 

CABINET LIBRARY, 

III, 

CABINET OF NATURAL HISTORY, 12 vols. 

IV. 

CABINET OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

V. 

CABINET OF GEOGRAPHY. 

** We adyUedljr call the Cabinet Cyclopaedia a great undertaking, because we 
consider, that in its effects on the tone and habits of thourht of what is known 
by the phrase, * the reading public,' it will be, if canied through in the spirit of 
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iti pn^eeUon and comineneement,<Mie of the mott inraluable prodnctiona <tf mo> 
dem literature! * * 

** But these advantafci, eminent w they undoubtedly are, are not the sole nor 
the chief recommendations of the Cabinet Cvclopscdia. Neither is it on the ex- 



treme cbeapncM of the publication, nor the fedemi independence— if we may so 
speak— of iti sereral rolumes, that we rest our prediction of its influence on the 
toneofthinkuigf of the present, and on the literature of the next generation— 
but on the promiie, amounttur almost to a moral certainty, of the ip:eat excel- 
lence of its execution. A multitude of persons eminent in literature and science 
in Ae United Kingdom are emfiToyed in this undertaking; and, indeed, no others 
should be employed in it; for it is a truth that the profound and practised writer 
alone is capable of furaidiing a * popuUr compendium.* 

** What parent or guardian that throws his eye over the list of its contributors 
but must be rejoiced by meeting the names of those who are in themselves a gua- 
rantee of intellectual andmonu excellence?"— Li/trai-y Gazette* 

** The plan of the work appears well adapted to the purpose it is proposed to 
fhlfil— that of supplying a series of publications, embracing the whole qange of 
literature and science, ina popular and portable fbrm; while the excellence of 
the execution is guaranteed by the judgment displayed in the selection of wri- 
ters. The Ust of authon employed in this ambitious undertaking comprises some 
of the most eminent men or the present age. Dr. Lardner ^has commenced ap- 
propriately with the historical series, which, to judge not only by the specimen 
Dcfore us, but the proved ability of the gentlemen enraged in the promised vo- 
lumes, there is good reason to believe will be unequalled in its class."— ^f/of. 

** It is proposed to fbrm a collection of works on the most important parts of 
literature and science. Each is to be complete in its separate state, and yet a due 
proportion is to be maintained among the parts, and a general harmony preserv- 
ed; so that the Cyclopaedia, when complete, will form a valuable work of refer- 
ence, as well as a most entertaining and instructive library. It is an essential 
principle in every part of it, that it should be clear and easily understood, ansl 
that an attempt niould every where be made to unite accurate information with 
an agreeable manner of conveying it. It is an experiment to try how much sci- 
ence may be taught with little crabbed or technical language, and how far the 
Shilosophical and poetical qualities of history may be preserved in iti more con- 
ensed state. It possesses also the most indispensablejof all the qualitierof a work- 
. intended for eeneral instruction— that of cheapness. Whatever the plan might 
he, it was evident that the grand difficulty of Dr. Lardner was to umte a body of 
writers in its execution, whow character or works afforded the most probable 
hope that they were fitted for a task of which the peculiarity, the novelty, and 
even the prevalent relish for such writings greatly enhance the difficulty. It 
would be invidious to ascribe merit to living men in such a manner as to express 
or imply a comparison of them with others. Sir Walter Scott, in his preface, has 
declared that * there are few literary persons who would not be willing to incur 
much labour and risk of reputation for the privilege of publishing in such so- 
ciety as that of his illustrious coadjutors.* 

< Prom hkn the world will judge of men and books.' 
We do not believe, that in the list of contributors, there is one name of which the 
enlightened part or the public would desire the exclusion. 

** In science, the list is not less promising. The names of the President, Vice- 
Presidents, and most distinguished Fellows of the Royal Society, are contained 
in it. A treatise on astronomy, by Hei-schel; on optics, by Brewster; and on me- 
chanics, by Lardner; need be only recommended by the subjects and the writers. 
An eminent Prebite, of the first rank in science, has undertaken a noble subject 
which happily combines philosophy with relieion. Twelve of the most distiu- 
gWshed naturalists of the age, Fellows of the Linn scan and Zoological Societies, 
are preparing a course of natural history. Others, not less eminent in literature 
and science, whose names it is not needful yet to mention, have shown symptoma 
of an ambition to take a place among such fbllow labourers."— 3*tme«, Dec. 4. 

CABINET OF HISTORY. 

The Volumes already published are 
I. II. HISTORY OF SCOTLAND, 

Bt Sir WALTER SCOTT. 

The History of Scotland, by Sir Walter Scott, we do not hesitate to declare, 
will be, if possible, more extensively read, than the most popular work of fiction, 
by the same proline author, and for this obvious reason: it combines much of the 
brilliant colouring of the Ivanhoe pictures of by-gone manners, and all the 
graceful &cility ot* style and i^ictaresqueneas of deacription of his other cbann- 
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ing vonumcft, with « minute fidelity to the facts of history,aiid afearehingtcra- 
tiny into their auUienticity and relativ^e value, which might pat to the bliuhMr. 
Hume and other prafeased historians. Such is the magic charm of Sir Walter 
Scott*t pen, it has only to touch the simplest inciflcnt of every day life, and it 
starts up invested with all the interest of a scene of roraauce; and yet such is bis 
fidelity to the text of nature, that the knighfs, and serfs, and collared fools with 
whom his inventive genius has peopled so many volumes, are regarded by qs as 
not mere creations or fancy, but as real flesh and blood existences, with all the 
virtues, feelings and errors of common place humanity,**— Li^ Ca;c, 

Ili. HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
Bt Sib JAMES MACKINTOSH, Vol. I. 

** The talents of Sir James Mackintosh are so justly and deeply respected, that 
a strong interest is necessarily excited with regard to any work which such adis- 

A^a^MMuIaJkAj ««r«^.>AM wmMvr *K«v«l#- 4^^ ##% vi-n #1 A««^n 1r A Tift 4l%j^ ■%Mae<kn* ine-#o\1AA a« in ^11 



niEe sucn anncipauuus ui general, they Imvc uui uccu uu«puuuiw:u. a. pun*^ 
sophical spirit, a nervous style, and a full knowledg^e of the subject, acquiit^ by 
considerable research Into the works of preceding chroniclers and historians, 
eminently distinguish this popular abridgment, and cannot fail-to recommend it 
to universal approbation. In continuing his work as he has begun, Sir James 
Mackintosh will confer a great benefit on his country.*'— Loncf. Lit» Gaxettt» 

IV. OUTLINES OF HISTORY, 

FROM THE CREATION TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

** Cluvier*s Epitome wc have found, notwithstanding great defects, a very 
useful book, ana of course a work upon the same principle, but a very superior 
plan^ and combining the recent improvements derived from a superior mode of 
uniting history, and the enlarged knowledge of modem science and philosophy, 
must be a far better manual.**— Gen//em<iir« Mag. 

V. THE HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS, 

TO THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO, 
Bt T. C. GRATTAN. 

** It is but justice to Mr. Grattan to say that he has executed hif laborious 
task with much industry and proportionate effect. Undisfirured by pompous 



nothingness, and without aiiy of the affectation of philosophical profunditv, his 
style is simple, light, and fresh— perspicuous, smooth, and harjnonious.*'— i.a 
fitlle AtsetMtee, 



" Never did work appear at a mor« fortunate period; a History of the Nether- 
lands, at all times a destdei-atum, is peculiarly so now that the public attention 
is fixed on the revolutionizing spirit which is at this moment disturbing the 
country. The volume befure us is a compressed but clear and impartial nanra- 
tive.»»— Lft. Gax. 

To he succeeded hy 

VL VII. HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

TO THE DEPOSITION OF CHARLES X, 

- Bt EYRE EVANS CROWE. In 3 vols. Vols. 1 and 2. 

<* His History of Franec is worthy to figure with the works of his associates, 
the best of their day, Ecott and Mackintosh.'*- ikfon/A/|/ Mag, 

** For such a task Mr. Crowe is eminently qualified. At a glance, as it were, 
his eye takes in the theatre of centuries. His style is neat, clear, and pithy; aha 
his power of condensation enables him to say much, and effectively, in a few 
words, to present a distinct and perfect picture in a narrowly circumscribed 
space.**— iTa Belle Assemblee, 

VIIL IX. HISTORY OF MARITIME AND IN- 
LAND DISCOVERY, 2 vols. 

** The whole woric is so filled with variety and excellence, that any ten of its 
]Higes which we might quote, would prove to readers that tney ought not to be 
satisfied with less than all.**— Ltf. Gox. 
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• The following are in preparation and will speedily follow: — 

HISTORY of ENGLAND. By Sir Jamxs Mackiittobh. 
Vol. II. 

HISTORY of IRELAND. By Thoxab Moobx. 

HISTORY of GREECE. In 3 vols. By the Rev. C. Thihl- 
WALL, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

HISTORIES of SPAIN, PORTUGAL, GERMANY, RUS- 
SIA, AMERICA, &c. by distinguished authors. 

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE for the CABINET of HIS- 
TORY. By Sir James Mackiittosh. 

CABINET lilBRARY. 

Among the works in preparation for this division, are the 
following: — 

MILITARY MEMOIRS of FIELD MARSHAL the DUKE 
of WELUNGTON. By Captain Motle Shereb, in 2 vols. 

LIVES of EMINENT BRITISH LAWYERS. By H. Ros- 
oox, Esq. 

CITIES and PRINCIPAL TOWNS of the WORLD, in 3 
vols. 

LIVES of BRITISH NAVAL COMMANDERS. By R. 
SouTHET, Esq. L. L. D. 

LIVES of the MOST EMINENT LITERARY MEN of all 
NATIONS. By Scott, Southet, Moobe, Mackintosh, Mokt- 

OOXERT, CuNirilTQHAK, &C. 

LIVES of the MOST EMINENT ARTISTS. By W. G. 
Ottlet, Esq. and T. Philtps, R. A. 

The FRENCH REVOLUTION of 1830. By T. B. Ma- 
CAFLXT, Esq. M. p. 

CABIITET OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

This portfon will be completed in Twelve Volumes, and 
will constitute a COMPLETE SYSTEM of NATURAL HIS- 
TORY, by the most eminent Naturalists of the age. Fellows 
of the Linnaean and Zoological Societies. 

CABINET OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

The following volumes will speedily be published — 
PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE on the STUDY of NATU- 
RAL PHILOSOPHY. By J. F. W. Hehschee, M. A. 
MECHANICS, by Captain Kateb and Dr. Lardneb. 
A TREATISE on ASTRONOMY. By J. F. W. Hebbchez. 
A TREATISE on OPTICS. By Dr. Brewster. 
HYDROSTATICS and PNEUMATICS. By Dr. Laudker. 

CABINET OF GEOGRAPHY. 

To be completed in Six Volumes. 
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ThOadelphia, Febmary, 1831. 
^ Jtut PMishedj by Carey 4- Lea, 

^ wr*K j.^S^«SrNe"-S.> W. M'Kean; by the princtp.! 
teokiellere thioqghout the Union, 

AND IN LONDON. BF JOHN MILLBB. ST. JAMES* STREET. 

VOLUME 6. 

OONTAZZrZVO ABOUT 1,500 ABTXOJIiES, 

(2b ie cmairmed at tntejrvaU of three months,) 

OF THE 

ENCYOLOPJEDIA AMERICANA: 

A 

. POPULAR DICTIONARY 

^ OF 

^ ARTS, SCTENCES, LITERATURE, mSTORY, AND rOLTTICS, 

BROUOHl- DOWir TO TM PKESElfP TIKE AlTO INCLOMRa A COWOW 
COLLECTION? or O&IQIKAL ARTICLES IM 

* AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY: 

\ On the basis of the Seventh Edition of the German 

CONVERSATIONS-LEXICON. 



Edited by Dr. FRANCIS LIEBER, 
Assisted by EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH, Esq. 

To he compLeled in tusdve large volumes, octavo, price to ^vJi8cribers,.boufM 
in cloth, two dollars and a haJfeach. 

EACH VOUTMIC WILL CONTAIN BBTWEBN 600 AND 700 PAGES. 



The Conversation Lexicon, of which the seventh edition in 
twelve volumes has lately been published in Germanv, origin- 

ft ated about fifteen years since. It was mtended to supply a want 

- occajsioned by the character of the age, m which the sciences, 

arts, trades, and the various forms of knowleage and of active 

life, had become so much extended and diversified, that no m* 

I dividual engaged in business could become well acqua;inted 

with all subjects of general interest ; while the wide diffusion 

\ of information rendered such knowledge essential to the charac- 

\ ter of an accomplished man. This want, no existing works 

were adequate to supply. Books treating of particular branch- 



were nuc4uai-c iaj oK^^yt-j » *rw«*.-.-^ ^ "* r~;-- ■- 

es, such as gazetteers, &c. were too, confined m character; 
while voluminous Encyclopcedias wei'e too learned, scientific, 
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and cumbrous, being uraaUy elabomte treatifles, requirin£^ mucli 
stodr or previous acquaintance with the subject discusseol The 
oonducton of the Conysbsatiok Lbxioon endeavored to select 
from every branch of knowledge what was Aecessaxy to a well- 
mfbrmed mind, and to give popular views of the more abetruse 
branches of leaminff and science; that their readers might not 
be incommoded, and deprived of pleasure or improvement, by 
ignorance of fiicts or expressions used in books or conversation. 
Such a work must obviously be of great utility to every class of 
readers. It has been f<Amd so much so in Germany, that it 
is met with everywhere, among the learned, the lawyers, the 
military, artistl^ merchants, mechanics, and men of all stations. 
The reader may judge how well it is adapted to its object, 
from the circumstance, that though it now ccxisists of twelve 
volumes, seven editions, comprising about one Huia>RED thou- 
SAMD OOFIB8, have been printed in less than fifteen yeah. It 
has been translated into the Swedish, Danish and Dutch lan- 
guages, and a French translation is now preparing in Paris. 

A great advantage of this work is its liberal and impartial 
character; and there can be no doubt that a book like the £n- 
cYCLOP^EniA Amsrioaiva will be found peculiarly useful in this 
country, where the wide difiiision of the blessings of education, 
and the constant intercourse of all classes, create a great de- 
mand for general information. 

In the preparation of the work thus far, the Editors have 
been aided bjr many gentlemen of distinguished ability ; and for 
the continuation, no efforts shall be spared to secure the aid of 
all who can, in any way, contribute to render it worthy of 
patronage. 

The American Biography, which is vei^r extensive, will be 
furnished by Mr. Waush, who has long paid particular atten- 
tion to that branch of our literature, and froin materials in the 
collection of which he has been engaged for some years. For 
obvious reasons, the notices of distinguished Americans will be 
confined to deceased individuals: the European biography con- 
tains notices of all distinguished living characters, as well as 
those of past times. 

The articles on Zoology have been written expressly for the 
present edition by Dr. John D. Godman ; those on Chemistry 
and Mineralogy, by a gentleman deeply versed in those de- 
partments of science. 

In relation to the Fine Arts, the work will be exceedingly 
rich. Great attention was given to this in the GermaLu work, 
and the Editors have been anxious to render it, by the necessary 
additions, as perfect as possible. 

To gentlemen of the Bar, the work will be peculiarly valua- 
ble, as in cases where legal subjects are treated, an account is 
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given of the provisions o£ American, Engliwh, French, PrusBian, 
Austrian, and Civil Law. 

The Publishers believe it will be admitted, that this work is 
one of the cheapest ever published in this country. They have 
been desirous to render it worthy of a place in the best li&aries, 
while at the same time they have fixed the price so low as to 
put it within the reach of all who read. 

Those who can, by any honest modes of economy, reserve the sum of two 
dollars and fifty cents quarterly, from their family expenses, may pay for this 
work as fast as it is published ; and wo confidently believe that they will find 
at the end that they never purchased so much general, practical, useful infor- 
mation at so cheap a rate.— JJnemaZ <if Education. 

If the encouragement to the publishers should correspond with the testimony 
in favor of their enterprise, and the beautiful and faithful style of its execu« 
tion, the hazard or the uudertaicniff; doiq^bsTc ^vnnr, wm teivell compensated ; 
and our libraries will be enriched by the most generally useAU encyclopedic 
dictionary that has been ofi^red to the readers of the English language. Full 
enough for the general scholar, and plain enough for every capacity, it is fhr 
more convenient, in every view and form, than its more expensive and ponder- 
ous predecessors — American Farmer. 

The high reputation of the contributors to this work, will not fail to insure 
it a favorable reception, and Its own merits will do the rest. — SHUiman'a Joum. 

The work will be a valuable possession to every family or individual that 
can afford to purchase it ; and we take pleasure, therefore, in extending the 
knowledge of its merits. — MUional JiUelUgencer. 

The EncyclopsBdia Americana is a prodigious improvement upon all that 
has gone before it; a thing for our country, as weU as the country that gave 
it birth, to be in-oud of; an inexhaustible treasury of useful, pleasant and fa- 
miliar learning on every possible subject, so arranged as to be speedily and 
safely referred to on emergency, as well as on deliberate inquiry ; and better 
still, adapted to the understanding, and put within the reach of the multitude. 
* * * The Encyclopoedia Americana is a work without which no library 
worthy of the name can hereafter be made up. — Yankee. 

The copious information which, if a just idea of the whole may be formed 
from the first volume, this work affords on 4merican subjects, fully justifies 
Its title of an American Dictionary ; while at the same time the extent, varie- 
ty, and felicitous disposition of its topics, make it the most convenient and 
satisfactory Encyclopoedia that we have ever seen. — JVational Journal. 

If the succeeding volumes shall equal in merit the one before us, we may 
confidently anticipate for the work a reputation and usefulness which ought 
to secure for it the most flattering encouragement and patronage.— J<Wera/ 
Gazette. 

The variety of topics is of course vast, and they are treated in a manner 
which is at once so fUU of information and so interesting, that the work, in- 
stead of being merely referred to, might be regularly perused with as much 
pleasure as profit.— ^aZfimore American. 

We view it as a publication worthy of the age and of the country, and can- 
not but believe the discrimination of our countrymen will sustain the publish- 
ers, and well reward them for this contribution to American Literature.— 
Baltimore Patriot. 

We cannot doubt that the succeeding voli 
hence warmly recommend the work to the ps 
far the best work of the kind ever offered foi 

It reflects the greatest credit on those who 
duction, and promises, in a variety of respec 
most compendious dictionary of the arts, scit 
&c. which has yet been compiled. The st> 
is terse and perspicuous ; and it is really cui 
other information could have been so satisfac 
UmitB.—M T. Evening Post. 

A compendious library, and invaluable book of reference.— A*. F. Jtmeriemm 
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Tliit etBSOt littt proT« fe taIuaUo •ddiiion to Um literaturaor the age.— Jftr 

TlM appeanuiM of the lint TirfiuM of thii valuable work in tbii ooontry, ii 
all cTent not leae creditable to ite entenrising publithera, than it is likely to 
proTo laatingly beneficial to the public When completed, acconKng to the 
niodel praeented by the flrst volume, it will deserve to be regiarded as the spirit 
«f all the beat Encvclopcdias, since it comprises whatever is really desirable 
And necessary in tliem, and in addition, a large proportion Of articles entirely 
original, or expKsaly written for its pages. Tbiu is the condition of all the 
•rticlea of American Biograi^ty, by Mr. Walsh; those on Zoology, by Dr. God- 
man ; and those on Mineralogy and Chemistry, by a gentleman of Boston, 
diitinguidied for his successful devotion to those studies. The work abounds 
with interesting and useful matter, presented in a condensed and perspicuooa 
style ; nor is it one of its least oommendattons that it is to be comprised in 
twelve octavo volumes, which may be placed on an office table, or occupy a 
aholf in the parlor, ever ready for immediate reference, instead of requiring 
almost a room to itself, like its ponderous predecessors, the Britannica, £diii> 
burgsnsis, Ac 

a%e vast circulation tnis wtvK Has tiad in jsorope, where it has already been 
Tpprinted in four or ftve languages, not to speak of the numerous German edi- 
tions, of which SKVKM have been publislied, speaks loudly in ikvor of its in- 
trinsic merit, without which such a celebrity could never have been attained. 
To every man engaged in public business, who needs a correct and ample book 
of reference on various topics of science and letters, the Encyclopndia Ameri- 
cana will be almost invaluable. To individuals obliged to goto situations 
where books are neither numerous nor easily ivocureJ, the rich contents of 
tiMse twelve volumes wiU prpve a mine which will amirty repay its purchaser, ^' 

and be with difficulty exhausted, and we recommend it to their patronage in \ 

the Aill conviction of its worth. Indeed it is difficult to say to what class of , 

readers such a book would not prove useful, nay, almost indispensable, since 
it combines a great amount of valuable matter in small compass, and at mode- ^ 

Tate expense, and is in every respect well suited to augment the reader's stock 
fvf ideas, and powers of conversation, without severely taxing time or ftitiguing 
attention. These, at least, are our conclusions after a close and candid ex- 
amination of the first volnme.— .^Aa. Daily jadvertiter. 

We have seen and careftxUy examined the first volume of the Encyclopaedia 
Americana, Just published by Carey, Lea and Carey, and think our readers may 
be conn'atulated upon the opportunity of making such a valuable accession to 
their libraries.— .^ntvra. 

llie department of American Biography, a subject of which it should be 
disgraceful to be ignorant, to the degree that many are, is, in this work, a 
prominent feature, and has received the attention of one of the most indefati- 
gable writers in this department of literature, which the present age can fur- « 
n\9h.— Boston Courier. 

According to the plan of Dr. Lieber, a desideratom will be supplied ; the sub- 
stance of contemporary knowledge will be brought wittiin a small compass;— ^ 
and the character and uses of a manual will be imparted to a kind of publica 
tion heretofore reserved, on strong shelves, for occasional reference. By those 
who understand the German language, the Oonveraation Lexicon is consulted f 
ten times for one application to any English Encyclopiedia.— JVatioTto/ Oat. 

The volume now published is not only highly honorable to the taste, ability 
and industry of its editors and publishers, but furnishes a proud sample of the 
accuracy and elegance, with which the most elaborate and important literary 
enterprises may now be accomplished in our country. Of the manner in w^hich .. 

the editors have thus far completed their task, it is imimasible, in the course of | 

a brief newspa{)er article, to speak with adequate justice.— JSoston BuUetin. ■ 

We have looked at the contents, generally, of the second volume of this 
work, and think it merits the encomiums which have been bestowed on it in 
the northern papers. It continues to be particularly rich in the departments 
of Biography and Natural History. When we look at the large mass of mis- 
cellaneous knowledge spread before the reader, in a form which has never been 
•quailed for its condensation, and conveyed in a style that cannot be sur^ssed 
for propriety and perspicuity, we cannot but think that the American £ncy- 
dopsedia deeerves a place in every collection, in which works of refbrenc^ form 
a portion.*'— SraiAsm Patnet. 
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